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GEORGE R. 


EORGE, by the Grace of Gop, King of Great Britain, France and 
Treland, Defender of the Faith, €?c. To all to whom thefe Prefents 
fhall come, Greeting. Whereas Our Trufty and Well-beloved BERNARD 
Linrorr of Our City of London, Bookfeller, has humbly reprefented 
unto Us that he is now printing a Tranflation of the IL1ap of HoMER 

from the Greek in Six Volumes in fe olio by ALEXANDER Pore Gent. with large 

Notes upon each Book: And whereas the faid BErnarp Linrotr has in- 

formed Us that he has been at a great Expence in carrying on the faid Work : 

and that the fole Right and Title of the Copy of the faid Work is vetted in the 
faid BERNARD Linrorr. He has therefore humbly befought Us to grant him 

Our Royal Privilege and Licence for the fole printing and publifhing thereof for 

the Term of fourtcen Years. WE being gracioufly pleafed to encourage fo Ufeful 

a Work, are pleafed to condefcend to his Requeft, and do therefore hereby give 

and grant unto the faid Bernarp Linrotr Our Royal Licence and Privilege for 

the fole printing and publifhing the faid Six Volumes of the ILtap of HoMEeR 
tranflated by the faid ALEXANDER Pope for and during the Term of fourteen 

Years, to be computed from the Day of the Date hereof, ftri¢tly charging and 

prohibiting all Our Subjects within Our Kingdoms and Dominions to reprint or 

abridge the fame either in the like or in any other Volume or Volumes whatfo- 
ever, or to import, buy, vend, utter or diftribute any Copies of the fame or any 
part thereof reprinted beyond the Seas within the faid Term of fourteen Years, 
without the Confent and Approbation of the faid BEnNarp LinrotT, his Heirs, 

Executors and Affigns by Writing under his or their Hands and Scals firft had 

and obtained, as they and every of them offending herein will anfwer the contrary 

at their Perils, and fuch other Penalties as by the Laws and Statutes of this Our 

Realm may be inflicted: Whereof the Mafter, Wardens and Company of Stati- 

oners of Our City of London, Commiflioners and other Officers of Our Cuftoms, 

and all other Our Officers and Minifters whom it may concern are to take Notice 
that due Obedience be given to Our Pleafure herein fignified. Given at Our 

Court at St. Fames’s the fixth Day of May, 1715. in the farft Year of Our Reign. 


By His Majefty’s Command, | 
JAMEs STANHOPE, 
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1 oO M ERs cuniverfally allow 4 to: ie 
had the‘gteateft Invention of any Writer 
2 fh whatever!) The Pmife of Judenient Vir- 
Fs, has juftl ly contefted ‘with him, and others. may 
have their Pretenfions as to: particular Excellencies 5 
bat hisInvenition.remains yet onrival’d. ‘Nar. is it 
a! Wonder if he ‘has ever been acknowlede’d: the 
preatclt ‘of: Poets, who, hnoft excell 'diin That which 
¢s'the very F oustdlition of Poetry. '. [tis che Invene 
tion that>in different degrees: diftinguithes.. all 
great Genins’s >. “The: uttholt” Seretth of i hur 
man Study, Leaning, drhid raping te which. mar 
flers every. thing” belfides, ; Mever “attain 
to this, de furnifhes Art. with “all: her Materials, 
and without. it. Judgment itfelf ‘ran: at. beft- put 
fread -wifely > For Art as. only. bke a prudent 
Steward. that jives ion: managing «the Riches of 
Wature. .. Whatever: Pmufes: may ‘be given - to 
Works of Judgment, there is not even a fingle 
Beautyin them’ but: is owing to.the Lavéntion : 
As-m the. amt wegular Gazdons, “however Ant 


may carey tthe greaticlt Appearance, : there Plant 
a Plan 


PREFACE 
a Plant or Flower but is the Gift of Nature. The 


firft can only reduce the Beauties of the latter 


into a more obvious Figure, which the common 
Eye may better take in, and is therefore more 
entertain’d with. And, perhaps the reafon why 


moft Criticks are inclin’d to ‘prefer a judicious — 


and methodical Genius to a great and fruitful 
one, is, becaufe they find it eafier for themfelves 
to purfue their Obfervations through an uniform 
and ‘bounded Walk of Art, than. to comprehend 
the vaft and various Extent of Nature. 
-/@ur Author’s Work is a wild Paradife, where 
if we cannot fee all.the Beauties fo diftinctly as 
in an order’d Garden, .it is only becaufe the Num- 
ber of them is infinitely greater. : *Tis like a co+ 
pious Nurfery which contains the Seeds and tirft 
Productions of every kind,. out of which thofe 
who follow’d him: have but felected fome parti- 
cular Plants, each according to his Fancy, to cul- 
tivate and beautify. If fome things are too luxvu- 
riant, it is owing to the Richnefs of the Soil; 
and if others are not arriv’d to Perfection or Ma- 
turity, it is only becaufe they are over-run and 
oppreft by. thofe of a ftronger Nature. — 

It is to the Strength of this amazing Inven- 
tion we are to attribute that unequal’d Fire and 
Rapture, which is fo forcible in Homer, that no 
Man of a true Poetical Spirit 1s Mafter of him- 
felf while he reads him. What he writes is of 
the moft animated Nature imaginable; every 
thing moves, every thing lives, and is put in 

| Action. 
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AStion.- If a Council be cal?'d, or a Battel fought, 
you are not coldly inform’d..of what was faid or 
done as from a third Perfori; the Reader is hur- 
ry’d. out of himfelf by the Force of the Poet’s 
Imagination, and turns in one place to a Hearer,. 
in another to a Spectator. The Courfe of his 
Verfes refembles that of the Army he defcribes, 


~ Cee Z ae 6 — 4 A ee . . ool 
Oi 40 Toa, woes te mal buy mata véuoire, 


| They pour along like a Fire that fweeps the whole. 
Earth before zt. ”Yis however remarkable that. 
his Fancy, -which is every: -where. vigorous, 1s not 
difcover’d immediately at the beginning of his 
Poem in its fulleft Splendor: It grows in the . 
Progrefs both upon: himfelf and others, and be- 
comes on Fire like a Chariot-Wheel, by its own 
Rapidity. Exact Difpofition, juft Thought, cor- 
rect Elocution, polifh’d Numbers, may have been 
found in a thoufand.; but this Poetical Fire, this 
Vivida-vis animi, ina very few. Even in Works 
Where all thofe are-imperfect or neglected, this 
can over-power -Criticifm, and make us admire 
even while we dif-approve.. Nay, where this 
appears, tho’ attended with Abfurdities, it brigh- 
tens all the Rubbith about it, ’till we fee nothing 
but its own Splendor. ‘This Fire is difcern’d in 
Virgil, but difcern’d as through a Glafs, refle- 
cted, and mote, fhining than warm, but every 
where equal and conftant: In Lucan and Statzus, 
it -burfts out in fudden, fhort, and interrupted 
Filathes: In Milton, it. glows like a Furnace kept 
oe | up 


PREFACE 
up: f an uncommon Fierceriefs by. the Forced 
of Att: In Shakefpear, it ttrikes before we are 
aware, like ah aécidental. Fire: from Heaven: 
But in Homer, and in him only, it burns every 
where clearly, and every where mrefiftbly. .: 
Shall here endeavour ‘to fhow, how: this vaft: 
Invention exerts itfelf in.a-mariner fuperior to. that 
of any Poet, thro’ all the main conftituent Parts 
of his Work, as it is the great and peculiar Cha- 


racteriftick’ which: diftinguifhes. him from: .alf - 
a a ee ee 


other Authots, © 
. This ftrong. and ruling Faculty was like: a 
powerful Planet, which. im the Violence ofits 
Courke, drew all things within’ its Vortex. It 
feem’d net enough to Have taken in the whole 
Gitcle of ‘Arts, and the whole Gompafs. of Na- 
ture ; all:the inward Paffions and Affections of 
Mankind: to fupply this Characters, and all the 
outward Forts and Images of Things’ for his 
Defcriptions ;. but wanting yet an ampler Sphere 
to -éxpatiate ifi, he open’d ‘a new and boundlefé 
Walk for: his Imagination, and ‘created a. World 
for imtetf an the fnvention of Fable. - That 
which Arefferle calls -the. Soul of Poetry, was firlt 
breath’d ito it by Flomer.. 1 thal begin with 
confideritie’ him in ‘this Part, as it is naturally 


the: fir ,-:dnd £ fpeak of it both as it means 


the‘ Deéfign ‘of . Poem, and as it és taken for 
"Bible thay ‘be divided into. the Probible, the 
Algoricil ; and ithe: Marvelous. "The Probuble 
— | a Fable 
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PREFACE. 
Fiuble.is the Recital of fuch Actions as tho’ 
they did not happen, yet might, in the coms 
mon. courfé of Nature: Or of fuch as tho’ they 
did, becorne Fables. by the additional Epifodes 
and manner. of telling them. . Of this fort. is 
the main Story of an Epic Poem,-.the Retare 
of Ulyffes, the Settlement ..of. the. Trojans’ is 
Italy, or the like.. That of the Iliad is the 
Anger of Achilles, the .moft fhort-and : fingle 
Subject that. ever was chofen by anyPoet. Yet 
this he has fupplied with-a -vafter Variety of In- 
cidehts and. Events, and: crouded. with a preatet 
Number.of Councils, Speeches, Battles, and Epi- 
fodes of all kinds,: than are t6 ‘be found even in 
thofe Poems whofe Schemes: ate of the utmoft 
{Latitude and Irregularity.: . ‘The Adtion is hurry’d 
on with the moft vehemitnt. Spirit, and its whole © 
Duration employs not fo much as -fifty Days. 
Virgil, for -wantiof fo warm a Genius, aided 
himfelf by ‘taking in a more extenfive Subject, 
as.well.ds a) greater Length. of Time, and com 
travting ‘the Defign of both Homer’s Poems into 
one, which is yet but.a.foutth part. as large as 
his. The other Epic Poets have us’d the fame 
Practice, but generally carry’d it {o far as to 
fuperinduce a Multiplicity of Fables, deftroy the 
Unity of Action, and lofé their Readers in an 
‘unreafonable Length of Time. Nor is it only in 
the mnain-Defign that they have beer unable to 
wdd ‘to his Invention, but they have follow’d him 
an/every Epifode and Part of-Story. - If he has 


given 
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given a regular Catalogue of an Army, they all 
draw up. their Forces in the fame Order. if he 
has funeral Gaines for. Patreclus, Virgil has. the 
fame for Anchifes, and Statins’ (rather than omit 
them) deftroys the Unity. of ‘this: Action ‘for 
thofe of Archemorus.. If Ulyffes vifit the: Shades, 
the AZneas of Virgiliand Scspio of Silius are fent 
after him: If he be detain’d from his Return by 
the Allurements -of: Calypfo; fo, is Aindas by Dida, 
and Rinaldo-by Armida. If-:Achilles be eta 
from the ‘Army on the, Scord.of a Quarrel thro’ 
half the Poem, Réwaldo, muft abfent him- 
felf juft as. Jong, oft the like account: If he 
gives his Hetoe a Suit of celeftial Armour, 77+ 
vil and Taffa make-the. fame Prefent to theirs, 
Virgil has-not only: obferv’d this clofe Imitation 
of Homer:, but where -he iad not Jed the way, 
fupply’d. ‘the Want, fram other Greek -Authors, 
Thus the Story pf Sion and the Ziaking of Troy 
was copied (fays Adacrobini ).almoft,.word for 
word from. Pifander ,..as- the Loves, of Dido and 
Alineas axé taken from thofe of Meded.and “Fafor 
in Apollonius, and. feveral, others in. the lame 
manner. | | 
- ‘Lo: proceed, t to ‘the. AMlegorical F able : Tf y we 

reflet upon thofe innumerable ‘Knowledg ses,’ thofe 
Secrets of Nature and Phytical Philofophy which 
Tomer is generally fuppos ‘d to have wrapt up in 
this AZegories, what a new and ample Scene of 
Wonder may this Confideration afford us >? How 


| aeetale will that Imagination appear, which ‘was 
- able 
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able to clodth all the Properties of Elements, the 
Qualifications of the Mind,’ the Virtues and Vices, 
m Forms and Perfons; and to.introduce them 
into Actions agreeable te the Nature of the Things 
they fhadow d 2 This is a Field: in, which no fuce 
ceeding Poets could difpyte with Homer; and 
whahouss Commendations have been allow’d them 
on this Head, are by no means for their Invention 
in having enlarg ¢’d his Circle, but for their Judg- 
ment in havi ing contracted it. -For when the 
Mode of Learning chang’d in following Ages, and 
Science. was deliver d in’. a plainer - manner, 
it then became as’ reafonable: in the more 
modern Poets to lay it afide, as it was in Homer 
to make ufe of it. And perhaps it was no un- 
happy Circumftance for Vergil, that there was 
not in his ‘Time that Demand upon him of fo 
great an Invention, as might be capable of fur- 
nifhing all thofe Allegorical Parts of a Poem. — 

The Marvelous. Fable. includes whatever is fu- 
‘pernatural, and efpecially the Machines of the 
Gods: ° If Homer was not the firft who introduc’d 
the Deities (as Herodotus imagirtes ) into the Re- 
ligion of Greece, he feems-the‘fisft who brought 
them into a Syftem of. Machinery. for.Poetry; con 
fuch an one as makes its- gréateft: Importance 
and Dignity.’ For we find thdfe Authors who 
have been offended at-:the: literal’ Notion of the 
Gods, conftantly laying their Accufation againft 
Homer as the ondonkeed Inventor of them. ~ But 
whatever caufe there might. be to ‘blanie his Ma- 
| 2 C hine. f 
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chines itv & Philofophical or Religious View, they 
are {6 perfect in the Poetick, that Mankind have 
been ever fince contérited to follow them: None 
have been able to enlarge the Sphere of Poetry 
beyond the Limits he has fet: Every Attempt 
of this Natute has prov’d unfuccefsful ; and after 
all the various Changes of Times and Religions; 
his Gods coritinue to this Day. the Gods of 
Poetry. 4 7 | 

We come now to the Charaéters of his Perfons, 
dnd here we fhall find no Author has ever drawn 
fo many with fo vifible and furprizing a Variety, 
or given us fuch lively and affecting Impreffions 
of them. Every one has fomethitig: fo fingularly 
his owh, that no Pairiter could. have diftinguifh’d 
them mote by their Features, than the Poet has 
by theit Mannets. Nothing can be-more exact 
than the Diftiactions he has obferv’d in the diffe- 
rent degrees of Virtues and Vices, The fingle 
Quality of Courage is wonderfully diverfify’d in 
the feveral ‘Characters ‘of the Ziad. That of 
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be found ‘only inthe principal Quality which con 
{titutes the Main: of each Character, but, even. in. 
the Under-parts. df ‘it, . to'which he ‘takes. care to 
give a Tincture of that: principal one. . For -Ex- 
ample, the main Characters of Uly/fes and Neffor. 
confilt in Wifdom, and. they are diftinct in this; 
the Wifdom of one is artificial and vartous, of the 
other natural, open, and regular. © But they have, 
efides, Characters. of Courage; and this Quality 
alfo takes a different Turn in each'from the dif= 
ference. of his Prudence :; For orie.in the War -de- 
pends. ftill upon Caution, the. other upon Expe- 
riewce.. It would: ‘be endlefs ‘to. pfoduce Inftances 
of thefe' Kinds... "The Characters of Virgil are far 
from ftriking us-in this open’ manner ;. they: lie in 
a great! degree hidden and. undiftinguifh’d, and 
where . they: are mark’d imoft evidently, affect us 
not in .proportion’ to; thofe of Homer... His Cha~ 
racters of Valousi ate much’ alike ;. ‘even that of 
Turnus feems no way peculiar. but as it-is in’ a 
{uperior -depree ;- and we, fee. noththg that~diffe- 
rences the Courage:.of Mnefthéus from that’ of Ser’ 
gefthui, Chounthys, -or ‘the reft.: “In dike’ mansier, it 
may. be remark’d .of Statzas's- Heroes, that-an-Air 
of Impetuofity runs thro’ them all;-the fame ‘hor- 
rid and, favage: Courage: appears in. this Gapanens, 
T’ydeus, i Hippomedon, &eo Vhey have.a Parity of 
Character which makes theini feem; Brothers of one 
Family. >I believe. when the Reader is led ite 
this Track of Reflection, 4f he wall. purfue it through | 
sthe Epic tand Tragic Writers, he. wilt be convinced 


© how 
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how: sbfinitely Tupérior: in this Point the Invention 
of Flomer Was to that ofiall others, 

co! Phe Speeches. are-to‘be: confider’d as they flow 
froth ithe Characters, ‘being perfect or defective 
as théy: agree, or- difagree with the Manners of 
thule who utter them. . As there is more variety 
of: Characters in the Jiad, fo there 1s of Speeches, 
than‘in any other:Poem. Every thing: in it hae 
Manuéps (as Ariflotle exprefles it) that. is, eve 
thing a3 acted or fpoken. : Ic is hardly credible 
in a Work. of fuch length, how fmall a Number 
of: Lines are ‘employ’d in Nargation. In Viresl 
the Diamatic. Part. is -lefs in ‘proportion to the 
Narrative ;: and the! Speeches often. confift of ge 
nerali RefleQions or Thoughts, which: might be 
équallyjuft-in any Perfon’s Mouth upon the fame 
Occafion, .“As:-nany of his Perfons have-no ap- 
parche Charaéers «fo miny of his Speeches efcape 
being: apply’d and. judg’d by the Rule of Propriety: 
Wecoftner think of the Authot himfelf when we 
read Vereil, than when we are engag’d.in ‘Homer: 
AH‘ whith: ate the: Effects: of a colder Invention; 
that intetefts'us tefs in the Action defcrib’d: Homer. 
makes w-Hearers, ‘and Wirgil leaves us Readers. 

| OR aa othe: inext: plac we take ia View of the 
Seniwends.' the: fame prefidinig Haculty is eminent 
in ‘thé: Sublimity and Spirit ‘of. his “Thoughts. 
Longinas has ‘gyven: his ‘Opinion, that it: was iti | 
this Part’ Homer’ ‘principally “excell’d, - What 

wate Alone. fafficient’ td “prove -the Grandeur and 
Bcdl@nee: of his Sentiments in general, ts that” 

24. 3 ej they 
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they have fo remarkableca' Parity: with: xhofe: OF 
the Scripture: - Duperz, in his'Gaomologia Fonwrica, 
has collected innamerable Inftances:of: this: fort, 
And it is.with Juftice an excéllene modern Writer 
allows, that if V irgil has‘ not fo many Thoughts 
that are low and ‘vulgar, ‘he: has not. fo'many 
that are fublime and. noble: and ‘thdt the Roman 
Author feldom rifes into very aftonithing Senti- 
ments where he i not -fired by ‘the Tliad, 
- Tf we obferve ‘his Defcriptions,:- Images, atid Si- 
miles, we fhalt. find: the: Invention full - predomi- 
nant. - To what elfe can: we -afctibe that. vait 
Comprehenfion of Images-of every fort,’ where 
we fee each Circamftarice ‘and Individual oF Na 
tare furnmon’d together by: the Extent and! Fe- 
cundity: of his Imagination; ‘td which ‘all chines, 
in: their’ various Views,- prefetited. themfelves «in 
att Inftent; .and: Had their Impreffions: taken: off 
‘to Perfection at 4 Heat? ‘Nay; he not only :gives 
wb ‘the full Profpedts of Things, ‘but feveral-yn- 
expected | Peculiaritiés and Side-Views; unobfttv’d 
by any Painter but Honier..: Nothing. is. fo: fur- 
prizing’ ds‘ the Defcriptions of his ‘Battels; which 
take up no lefs than half the Ikad, and-ateé fup- 
ply’d with: fo vaft a Variéty of Incidents,’ that no 
‘one -beats‘a Likenefs to another; fuch different 
Kinds of Deaths; that Ao two Heroes are wounded 
in’ thé fame manner; and fuch 2 Profufion‘of no- 
ble Ideas, that: every Battel ‘rifes above the laft in 
‘Greatnefs, Hortér,and Confufiofi.’ It is certain 
there is not near that Number ‘of. Images’ aid 
va | who or SD efcrip. 
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Deftriptions in any’ Epi¢'Poet-; tho’ every ori¢ 
has afflifted: himfelf with-a great Quantity: out of 
hint: And it .is evident. of Virgil-efpecially, that 
he has fcarce: any’ S ahetes which. Jare- not 
drawn from his Mafter.: a 

If we defcend from she to the dies we 
fee the. bright Imagination: of Homer ‘{hining out 
in the moft ‘enliven’d. Forms of it. Weé acknow- 
ledge him the Father-.of - Poetical: Dition, the 
firft who taught that: Language of the Gods to 
Men: - His: Expreflion ? is like- the colouring ‘of 
fome great. Mafters,; which ‘difcovers itfelf to be 
laid on boldly, and: executed with Rapidity. Te 
is indeed the, ftrongeft and moft..glowing imagi- 
nable, and: touch’d. with. the. preateft ; Spirit, 
Ariftotle had: teafon ‘to, fay... Hé was:.the only 
Poet who had found: out Living Words ; there are 
in. him more: ‘daring’ Figures arid: Metaphors than 
in: any good -Authot “whatever; - “An: _Afrow . is 
impatient ‘to. be’ on. the: Wing, ‘a Weapon. wurfts to 
drink the Blood of an Knemy; and th¢:like, Yet 
his: Expreflion:s is never.to0, big; for, thé. Senfe, but 
juftly. great in. proportion te-sit¢: "Tis. the Senti- 
ment that fwells ‘and. fills; oat- the Diction, which 
rifes with it; and’ forms-itfelf about : it... For in 
the, farne degree that.a Dhoaght-is: warmer, an 
Expreffion will. be brig chter ; and; as That. is more 
itrong, This will become more perfpicuous: Like 
Glafs in the Furnace which, .grows to a. greater 
Magnitude, and refines to .a- greater Clearnefs, 
only.as the Breath within. is “more: powerful, and 
the Heat more intenfe. To 
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To throw his. Language more out of Profe, 
Homer {eems to have affected the Compound-Epi- 
thets. This was a fort of Compofition peculiarly 
proper to Poetry, not only as it heighten’d the 
Diétion, but as it affifted and fill’d the Numbers 
with greater Sound and Pomp, and likewife con- 
duced in fome meafure to thicken the Images. On 


this laft Confideration I. cannot but attribute thefe | | 


ta the Fruitfulnefs of his Invention, fince (as he 
has manag’d them) they are a fort of fupernu- 
merary Pictures of the Perfons or Things they 
are joind to. We fee the Motion of Heéfor’s 
Plumes in the Epithet Koger, the Landfcape of 
Mount Ner atus in that of Eivooi@varos, and fo of 
others ; which particular Images could not have 
been infifted upon fo long as to exprefs them in 
a Defcription (tho’ but of a fingle Line) without 
diverting the Reader too much from*the prin- 
cipal Action or Figure. As a Metaphor is a 
fhort Simile; one of thefe Epithets 1s a fhort 
efcription. — | a 
Laftly, if we confider his Verfification, we thall 
be fenfible what a Share of Praife is due to his 
Invention in that alfo. He was not fatisfy’d 
with his Language as he found it fettled in any 
one Part of Greece, but fearch’d thro’ its differ- 
ing Dialects with this particular View, to beau- 
tify and perfect his Numbers: He confider’d 
thefe as they had a greater Mixture of Vowels 
or Confonants, and accordingly employ’d them 
as the Verfe requir’d — a greater Smoothnefs 
or 
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or Strength. What he moft affe@ed was the 


Lonic; which has a peculjar Sweetnefs from its 
never ufing Contractions, and from its Cuftom of 
refolying the Diphthongs into two Syllables : fo as 
to make the Words open themfelves with a more 
{preading and fonorous Fluency. With this he 
mingled the Artec Contractions, the broader Doric, 
and the feebler olze, which. often rejects its 
Afpirate, or takes off its Accent ;. and compleated 
this Variety by altering fome Letters with: the 
Licenfe of ‘Poetry. Thus his Meafures, inftead of 

eing Fetters to his Sedfe, were always in readi- 
nefs to run, along with the Warmth of his Rap- 
ture; and even to give a farther Reprefentation of 
his Notioné, in the Correfpondence of their Sounds 
to what they fignify’d.- Out: of. all; thefe he has 
deriv’d that Harmony, which makes us. confefs. he 
had not only the richeft Head; but the fineft. Far 
in the World. This is fo great a Truth, that 
whoever will: but confult'the Tune of ‘his .Verfes 
even without underftanding them (with the fame 
fort of Diligence as we daily fee: practis’d in the 
Cafe of Italzan Opera’s) will find .more Sweetnefs, 
Variety, and Majefty of Sound, than in. any 
other Language or Poetry.. The. Beauty of his 
Numbers 1s allow’d by. the Criticks. to sbe copied: 
but faintly by Vergd .himfelf, tho? they are. fo 
jult to afcribe it to.the Nature of. the -Latine 
Tongue. Indeed the: Greek has’ fome Ad vantages 
both from the natural. Sound. of: its Words, and 
the Turn and Cadence of its Verfe, which agree 
3 | with 
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with the Genius of. no.other Language. Virgil 
was very fenfible of this, and ufed .the. utmoft 
Diligence ; in working up a more intractable Lan- 
guage to Whatfoever:Graces it was. capable of, and 
in particular .never fail’d to - bring the Sound of 
his Line to a beautiful Agreement with its Senfe. 
If the Greciuls Poet has not been fo frequently ‘ce- 
lebrated: on. this A’ccotint. as. the Roman, the only 
reafon is; that fewer Criticks ‘have ilctiond: one 
Language than the: other. : Dionyfius: of Ffalecar- 
nalfus has pointed: out many of otir.Author’s Beau- 
ties in this kind, in his’Ureatife of the Compofit ition 
of Words, and others will’ be taken notice of in 
the Courfe of the Notes:. It fulfices at prefent to 
obferve of his‘! Numbers,’ that they “flow. with fo 
much eafe,: as to make. one” ‘Imagine Homer had 
no other care than :to: trandtttbe as faft as the 
Mujes dictated ; and at the fame time with fo 
much Force and infpi initing” Vigour, .that, they 
awaken and ‘raife-us’ ike the Sound of a Trumpet. 
They rolt along” as a -plentiful ; River, always in 
motion, and: always full,; ‘whilé we ate borin. away 
by a Tide of Verfe,; the moft: rapid, and yet the 
moft {madoth imaginable: = 

Thus on whatever. fide we: contemplate Howmet 
what ‘principally’ ‘trikes us is his:Fovention. It:is 
that which forms’ the Character’ of each’ Part of 
his Work ; and accordingly. we firid it to have | 
made his’ Fable more extenfive and copious than 
any other, his Manners ‘more kvely and ftromely 
marked, his Speeches more affeding and tranfperted, 


his 
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his Sentiments more warm and fublime, his Ima- 


ges and Defcriptions more fw and animated, 


his Expreflion more raw’d and daring, and his 
Numbers more rapid and ‘various. I hope in 
what has been faid of Vergzl with regard to any 
of thefe Heads, I have no way derogated .from 
his Character. Nothing is more abfurd or end- 
lefs, than the common Method of comparing 
eminent Writers by an Oppolition of particular 
Paflages in them, and forming a Judgment 
from thence of ther Merit upon the whole. We 


ought to have a certain Knowledge of the prin-— 


cipal Character and diftinguifhing Excellence of 
each: It is.in that we are to confider him, and 
iN proportion to his Degree in that we are tu ad- 
mire him. No Author. or Man ever excell’d all 
the World in more than one Faculty, and as 
Homer has done this in Invention, Virgil has in 
Judgment. Not that we are to think Homer 


wanted Judgment, becaufe Virgil had it in a_ 
more eminent degree ; or that Virgil wanted In- 


vention, becaufe Homer pofleft a larger fhare of 
it: Each of thefe great Authors had more of 
both than perhaps any Man befides, and are only 
faid to have lefs in Comparifon with one ano- 
ther. Homer was the greater Genius, Virgil the 
better Artift. In one we moft admire the Man, 
in the other the Work. Homer hurries and tranf- 
ports us with a commanding Impetuofity, Virgil 
leads us with an attractive Mayjefty: Homer 
{catters with a generous Profufion, Virgil beftows 
| | , with 
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ea a careful Magnificence : Homer, like the Nile. 
pours out his Riches with a fudden Overflow ; 
Virgil like a River in its Banks, with a eentle 
and ‘conftant’ Stream.. Wherti we behold “their. 
Battels, methinks the two Poets refemble the He- 
roes they celebrate: Alomer, boundlefs and irrefi« 
ftible as AchiWes, bears alt before him, and fhines 
more. and more as the’ Tumult ‘increafes ; V. argil, 
calmly daring like Aineas, appears undifturb’d in 
the midft of the Action,’ difpofes all- about him, 
and conquers with Tranquillity : And. when ‘we 
Jook upon their Machines, Homer feems like ‘his 
own Fupiter in his Terrors, fhaking Olympus, fcat« 
tering the Lightnings, and firing the Heavens; 
Virgil, like thé fame Power: in his Benevolence, 
counfelling with the Gods, laying Plans for Ent- 
pires, ‘and regularly ordering | his whole: Creation. 

But after all,’ i¢ is’ with great Parts as with 
great Virtues, they naturally border on fome Im- 
perfection ; and it’ is often: hard to‘ diftinguith 
exactly where the Virtue’ erids; or the Fault be- 
gins, As Prudence may fornictimes ‘fiak to Suf- 
picion, fo may a great Judgment decline to 
Coldnefs ; and as Magnanifnity may run up to 
Profufion or Extravagance, fo ‘may a great Inven- 
tion to Redundancy or Wildnefs. If we look 
upon Homer in this View, we thal perceive the 
chief Objections againtt ‘him’ to proceed from. fo 
noble a Caufe as the Excefs of this Faculty. 
Among thefe we may reckori fome of his Mar- 


velous Fidtions, upon which fo. much Criticifm 
‘ has 
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has been fpent as furpafling all the Bounds of 
Probability. Perhaps it may be with great and 
{uperior Souls as with gigantick Bodies, which ex- 
erting themfelves with unufual Strength, exceed 
what is commonly thought the due Proportion 
of Parts, to become Miracles in the whole; and 
like the old Heroes of that Make, commit fome- 
thing near Extravagance amidft a Series of glo- 
rious and inimitable Performances, Thus Homer 
has his fpeaking Horfes, and Virgil his Myrtles 
difttling Blood, without fo much as contriving 
the eafy Intervention of a Deity to fave the 
Probability. | 

It is owing to the fame vaft Invention that 
his Similes have. been thought too exuberant 
and full of Circumftances, The Force of this 
Faculty is feen in nothing more, than its In- 
ability to confine itfelf to that fingle Circum- 
{tance upon which the Comparifon 1s grounded : 
It runs out into Embellifhments of additional 
Images, which however are fo manag’d as not to 
overpower the main one. His Similes are like 
Pictures, where the principal Figure has not only 
its proportion given agreeable to the Original, 
but 1s alfo fet off with occafional Ornaments and 
Profpects. The fame will account for his man- 
ner of heaping a Number of Comparifons toge- 
ther in one Breath, when his Fancy. fuggefted to 
him at once fo many various and corre{pondent 
Images. The Reader will eafily extend this Ob- 
feryation to more Objections of the fame kind. | 
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If there are others which feem rather to charge 
him with a Defect or Narrownefs of Genius, than 
an Excefs of it; thofe feeming Defects will be 
found upon Examination to proceed wholly from 
the Nature of the Times he liv’d in. Such are 
his groffer Reprefentations of the Gods, and the 
vicious and imperfect Manners of his Heroes, 
which will be treated of in the following * Effay: 
But I muft here {peak a word of the latter, as 
it is a Point generally carry’d into Extreams both 
by the Cenfurers and Defenders of Homer. It 
mutt be a ftrange Partiality to Antiquity to think 
with Madam Dacier, “ that +thofe’Times and Man- 
“ ners are fo much the more excellent, as they are 
“ more contrary to ours.” Who can be fo preju- 
diced in their Favour as to magnify the Felicity 
of thofe Ages, ‘when a Spirit. of Revenge ‘and 
Cruelty reign’d thro’ the World, when no Mercy 
was fhown but for the fake of Lucre, when‘ the 
greatef{t Princes were put to the Sword, and their 
Wives and Daughtets made Slaves and Concu- 
bines? On the other fide I would not.be fo deli- 
cate as thofe modern Criticks, who are fhock’d at 
the fervile Offices and mean Employments’ in 
which we fometimes fee the Heroes of Homer. én- 
gao’d. ‘There is a Pleafure in taking. a view of 
that Simplicity in Oppofition to the Luxury of 
fucceeding Ages ; in beholding Monarchs without 
their Guards, Princes: tending their Flocks,. and 


* See the Articles of Theology Gas Morality, in the third Part of the Effay. 7 
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Princeffes drawing Water from the Springs. When 
we read Homer, we ought to reflect that we are 
reading the moft seicien Author in the Heathen 
World; and thofe who. confider him in this 
Light, will double their Pleafure in the Perufal 
of him. _ Let them. think they are. growing ac- 
quainted with Nations and People that are now 
no more; that they are ftepping almoft three 
thoufand Years backward into the remoteft An- 
tiquity, and entertaining themfelves with a 
clear and furprizing Vifion of Things no where 
elfe to be found, and the only authentick Picture 
of that -ancient. World. » By this. means. alone 
their greateft Obftacles will vanifh; and what 
ufually creates their Diflike, will become a Sa- 
tisfaction. . | 

This Confideration may Sibihee ferve to an- 
{wer for the conftant Ufe of the fame Fpithets 
to his Gods and Heroes, fuch as the far-darting 
Phebus, the blue-cy’d ‘Pallas, the fwift-footed 


Achilles, &c. which fome have cenfured as im- | 


- pertinent and tedioufly repeated. Thofé of the 
Gods depended upon the ee and Offices then 
believ’d to belong to them, and had contracted 
a Weight and Veneration from the Rites and fo- 
lemn Devotions in which they were us’d: They 
were a fort of Attributes that it was a Matter 
of - Religion to falute them with on all Occafions, 
and an lonpretin to omit. As for the Epithets 
of great Men, Monf. Botleau is of Opinion ; that 
they were in the Nature of Surnames, and re- 
| I peated 
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peated ‘as fuch ; for the Greeks having no Names 
deriv’d from their Fathers, were oblig’d when 
they mention’d any one to add fome other Di- 
{tinction ; either naming his Parents exprefsly, or 
his Place of Birth, Profeffion, or the like: As 
Alexander Son of Philip, Herodotus of Halicar- 
nafjus, Diogenes the Cynic, Sc. Homer therefore 
complying with the Cuftom of his Countrey, 
us'd fuch diftinctive Additions as better agreed 
with Poetry. And indeed we have fomething 
parallel to thefe in modern Times, fuch as the. 
Names of Harold Harefoot, Edmund  Iron- 
fide, Edward Long-fhanks, Edward the black 
Prince, &c. . Tf yet this be thought to account 
better for the Propriety than for the Repetition, 
I fhall add a farther Conjecture. Hefiod dividing 
the World into its Ages, has plac’d a fourth Age 
between the Brazen and the Iron one, of Heroes 
diftine from other Men, a divine Race, who fought 
at Thebes and Troy, are called Demi-Gods, and. 
live by the Care of Jupiter in the Tflands of the 
Bleffed *. Now among the divine Honours which 
were paid them, they might have this alfo in 
common with the Gods, not to be mention’d 
without the Solemnity of an Epithet, and fuch 
as might be acceptable to them by its celebrating 
their Families, Actions, or Qualities. 

What other Cavils have been rais’d againft 


Flomer are fuch as hardly deferve a Reply, but 


 * Hefiod, Ub. VISSs Ke. - | 
| will 


PREFACE. 


will yet be taken notice of as they occur in the 
Courfe of the Work. Many have been occafion’d 
by an injudicious Endeavour to. exalt Virgil, 
which is much the fame, as if one fhould think 
to praife the Superftructure by undermining. the. 
Foundation: One would imagine bythe whole 
Courfe of their Parallels, that thefe Criticks never. 
fo much as heard of Homer’s having written firft ; 
a Con{ideration which whoever compares thefe 
two Poets ought to have always in his Eye. 
Some accufe him for the fame things which they 
overlook or praife in the other; as when they. 
prefer the Fable and Moral of the A:uezs to thofe 
of the [lad, for the fame Reafons which might 


fet the Odyjfes above the Aineis: as that the He~ — 


roe is a wifer Man ; and the Action of the one more 
beneticial to his Countrey than that of the other: 
Or elfe they blame him for not doing what he 
never defign’d ; as becaufe Achilles is not as good. 
and perfect a Prince as A‘#eas, when the very 
Moral of his Poem requir’d a contrary Character. 
It is thus that Rapin judges in his Comparifon of 
Homer and Virgil. Others felect thofe particular 
_ Paffages of Homer which are not fo. labour’d as 
fome that Virgil drew out of them: This is the 
whole Management of Scaliger in his Poetices. 
Others quarrel with what they take for low and 
mean Expreffions, fometimes thro’ a falfe Delli- 
cacy and Refinement, oftner from an Ignorance 
of the Graces of the Original; and then tri- 
umph in the Aukwardnefs of their own Tranf- 
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lations, This is the Conduct of Perault in his 
Parallels. Laitly, there are others, who pretend- 
ing to.a fairer Proceeding, diftinguifh between 
the perfonal Merit of Homer, and that of his Work; 
but when they come to affign the Caufes of the 
great Reputation of the [/zad, they found it upon 
the Ignorance of his Times, and the Prejudice of 
thofe that followed. And in purfuance of this 
' Principle, they make thofe Accidents (fuch as the 
Contention of the Cities, &c.) to be the Caufes of 
his Fame, which were in Reality the Confequences 
of his Merit. The fame might as well be faid 
of Virgil, or any great Author, whofe general 
‘Character will infallibly raife many cafual Ad- 
ditions to their Reputation. This is the Method 
of Monf: de la Motte; who yet confefles upon 
the whole, that in whatever Age Homer had liv’d 
he mutt have been the greateft Poet of his Na-_ 
tion, and that he may be faid in this Senfe to be 
the Mafter even of thofe who furpafs’d him. 

In all thefe Objections we fee nothing that 
contradicts his Title to the Honour of the chief 
Invention ; and as long as this (which 1s indeed 
the Characteriftic of Poetry itfelf) remains une- 
~ qual’d by his Followers, he {till continues fuperior 
to them. A cooler fudgment may commit fewer 
Faults, and be more approv’d in the Eyes of One 
Sort of Criticks: but that Warmth of Fancy will 
carry the loudeft and. moft univerfal Applaufes 
which holds the Heart of a: Reader under the 
ftrongeft Enchantment. Homer-not only appears 
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the Inventor of Poetry, but excells all the Inven- 
tors of other Arts in this, that he has {wallow’d 
up the Honour of thofe who. fucceeded him. 
What he has done admitted no Encreafe, it on- 
ly left room for Contraction-or Regulation. He — 
fhew’d all the Stretch of Fancy at once ; and if he 
has fail’d in fome of his Flights, it was but be- 
caufe he attempted every thing. A Work of this 
kind feems like a mighty Tree which rifes from 
the moft vigorous Seed, 1s improv'd wih Induftry, 
flourifhes, and produces the fineft Fruit ; Nature 
and Art have confpir’d to raife it; Pleafure and 
Profit join’d to make it valuable: and they who 
find the jufteft Faults, have only faid, that a few 
Branches (which run luxuriant thro’ a Richnefs 
of Nature) might be lopp’d into Form to give 
it a more regular Appearance. a 


' Having now fpoken of the Beauties and De- 
fects of the Original, it remains to treat of the 
Tranflation, with the. fame View to the chief 
Characteriftic. As far as that 1s feen in the main 
Parts of the Poem, fuchas the Fable, Manners, and 
Sentiments, no Tranflator can prejudice it but by 
wilful Omiffions or Contractions. As it alfo © 
breaks out in every particular Image, Defcription, 
and Szmile; whoever leffens or too much foftens - 

.thofe, takes off from this chief Character. It is 
“the firft grand Duty of an Interpreter to give 
his Author entire and unmaim’d; and for the 
reft, the Déttion and Verfification only are_ his 
- | pr Oper 
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proper Province; fince thefe muft be his own, but 
the others he is.to take as he finds them. —S 

It fhould then be confider’d what Methods thay 
afford fome Equivalent in our Language for the 
Graces of thefe in the Greek. It is certain no literal 
Tranflation can be juft to an excellent Original 
in a fuperior Language: but it is a great Mi- 
ftake to imagine (as many have done) that a 
rafh Paraphrafe can make amends for this ge- 
neral Defect; which 1s no lefs in danger to lofe 
the Spirit of an Ancient, by deviating into the 
modern Manners of Expreflion. If there be fome- 
times 2 Darknefs, there is often a Light in Anti- 
quity, which nothing better preferves than a Ver- 
i almoft literal. I know no Liberties one ought 
to take, but-thofe which are neceffary for tranf- 
fufing the Spirit of the Original, and fupporting 
the Poetical Style of the Tranflation.:: and I will 
venture to fay, there’ have not been more Men 
mifled in former times by a fervile dull Adhe- 
rence to the Letter, than have been deluded in 
ours by a chimerical infolent Hope of raifing 
and improving their Author. It ts not to be 
doubted that the Fire of the Poem is what a 
Tranflator fhould principally regard, as it is moft 
likely to expire in his managing : However it 3s 
his fafeft way to be content with preferving this 
to his utmoft in the Whole, without endeavouring 
to be more than he finds his Author is, in any 
particular Place. "Tis a great Secret in Writing 
to know when to be a and when poetical 
, | | and 
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and figurative; and it is what Homer will teach 
us if we -will but follow modeftly in his Foot- 
{teps. Where his Diction is bold and lofty, let us 
raife ours as high as we can; but where his is 
plain and humble, we ought -not to be deterr’d 
from imitating him by the fear of incurring the 
Cenfure of a meer Englifh Critick. Nothing that 
belongs to Homer feems to have been more com- 
monly miftaken than the juft Pitch of his Style: 
Some of his Tranflators having {well’d into Fuf- 
tian in a proud Contidence of the Sublime ; others 
funk into Flatnefs in a- cold and timoreus Notion 
of Simplicity. Methinks I fee thefe different Fol- 
lowers of Homer, fome f{weating and {training 
after him by violent Leaps and Bounds, (the cer- 
tain Signs of falfe Mettle) others flowly and fer- 
vilely creeping in his Train, while the Poet him- 
felf-is all the time proceeding with an unaffected 
and equal Mayefty before them. . However of the 
two Extreams one could fooner pardon Frenzy 
than Frigidity: No Author 1s to be envy’d for 
fuch Commendations as he may gain by that Cha- 
racter of Style; which his Friends muft agree 
together .to call Szmplicity, and the reft of the 
World will call Dulnefs. ‘There is a graceful and 
dignify’'d Simplicity, as well as a bald and fordid 
one,- which differ as much from each other as __ 
the Air of a plain Man from that. of a Sloven: 
“Tis one thing to be tricked up, and another not to 
be drefs’d at all. Simplicity is the Mean between 
Oftentation and Rufticity. ee ; . 
thy | This 
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_ This pure and noble Simplicity is no where 
in fuch Perfection as in the Scripture and our 
Author. One may afhrm with all refpect to the 
infpired Writings, that the Dzvine Spirit made 
ufe of no other Words but what were. intelligi- 
ble and common to Men at that Time, and | in 
that Part of the World ; and as Homer is the Au- 
thor neareft to thofe, his Style muft of courfe 
bear a greater Refemblance to the facred Books 
than that of any other Writer. ‘This Confidera- — 
tion (together with what has been obferv’d of the 
Parity of fome of his Thoughts) may methinks 


induce a Tranflator on. the one hand to give 


into feveral of thofe general Phrafes and Man- - 


ners of Expreflion, which have attain’d a Vene- 
ration even in our Language from their ufe in 
the Old Teftament ; as on the other, to avoid — 
thofe which have been appropriated to the Divi- 
nity, and in a manner confign'd to may inery and 
Religion. | 
For a farther Prefervation of this Air of Sime 
plicity, a particular Care fhould be taken to ex- 
prefs with all Plainnefs thofe Moral Sentences and. 
Proverbial Speeches which are fo numerous in this 
Poet. ‘They have fomething Venerable, and as 
I may fay Oracular, in that unadorn’d Gravity 
and Shortnefs with which they. are deliver’d: a 
Grace which would be utterly loft by endea- 
vouring to give them what we call a more in- 
genious ( that ; Is a more © modern ) Turn in the 
a, a oe ee 
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_ Perhaps the Mixture of fone Grecifins and old 

Words after the manner of Milton, if done with- 
out too much Affectation, might not have an ill 
Effect in a Verfion of this particular Work, which 
moft of any other feems to require a venerable 
Antique Caft. But certainly the ufe of moderu 
Terms of War and Government, fuch as Platoon, 
Campagne, unto, or the like (which fome of his 
Tranflators have fallen into) cannot be allow- 
able ;_ thofe only excepted, without which it is. 
—umpoflible to treat the Subjects in any living 
Language. C4 -_ 
_ There are two Peculiarities in Homer’s Diction 
, that are a fort of Marks or Moles, by which every 

common Eye diftinguifhes him at firft fight : 
Thofe. who are not his greateft Admirers look 
upon them as Defects, and thofe who are feem 
nleafed with them as Beauties. I fpeak of his 
Compound-Fipithets and of his Repetitions. Many 
of the former cannot be done literally into Englifh 
.without deftroying the Purity of our Language. 
I believe fuch fhould be retain’d as flide eafily 
of themfelves into an Exglifh-Compound, without 
Violence to the Ear or to the receiv’d Rules of 
Compofition; as well as thofe which have re- 
ceiv’d a Sanction from the Authority of our beft 
Poets, and are become familiar thro’ their ufé of 
them ; fuch as the Cloud-compelling Fove, &'c. _As 
for the reft, whenever any can be as fully and 
fignificantly expreft in a fingle word as in a com- 
pounded one, the Courfe to be taken is obvious. 
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Some that cannot be fo turn’d as to preferve their 
full Image by one or two Words, may have Ju- 
{tice done them by Circumlocution ; as the Epi- 
thet siveciturrec to a Mountain would appear little 
or ridiculous tranflated literally Leaf-~haking, but 
affords a majeftic Idea in the Periphrafis: The 
lofty Mountacns fhakes his waving Woods. Others 
that admit of differing Significations, may re- 
ceive an Advantage by a judicious Variation ac- 
cording to the Occafions on which they are in- 
troduc’d. For Example, the Epithet of pol, 
éunBéroc, or far-fhooting, is capable of two Explica- 
tions; one literal in refpect of the Darts and 
Bow, the Enfigns of that God; the other allego- 
rical with regard to the Rays of the Sun: There- 
fore in fuch Places where Apodo is reprefented as 
a God in Perfon, I would ufe the former Inter- 
pretation, and where the Effects of the Sun are 
defcrib’d, I would make choice of the latter. 
Upon the whole, it will be neceflary to avoid 
that perpetual Repetition of the fame Epithets 
which we find in Homer, and which, tho’ it might 
be accommodated (as has been already fhewn) to 
the Ear of thofe Times, is by no means fo to ours: 
But one may wait for Opportunities of placing 
them, where they derive an additional Beauty 
from the Occafions on which they are employed ; 
and in doing this properly, a Tranflator may at 

once fhew his Fancy and his Judgment. 
As for Homer’s Repetitions; we may divide 
them into three forts; of whole Narrations and: 
Speeches, 
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Speeches, of fingle Sentences, and of one Verfe of 
Hemiftich. I hope it is not impoflible to have 
{uch a Regard to thefe, as neither to lofe fo known 
a Mark of the Author on the one hand, nor to 
offend the Reader too much on the other. The 
Repetition is not ungraceful in thofe Speeches 
where the Dignity of the Speaker renders it a fort 
of Infolence to alter his Words ; as in the Meffa- 
ges from Gods to Men, or from higher Powers 
to Inferiors in Concerns of State, or where the 
Ceremonial of Religion feems to require it, in the 
folemn Forms of Prayers, Oaths, or the like. In 
other Cafes, I believe the beft Rule is to be guided 
by the Nearnefs, or Diftance, at which the Repe- 
titions are plac’d in the Orginal: When they 
follow too clofe one may vary the Expreffion, 
but it is a Queftion whether a profefs’d ‘Tranfla- 
tor be authorized to omit any: If they be tedi- 
ous, the Author 1s to anfwer for it. : 
Jt only remains to fpeak of the Ver/ification. 
Homer (as has been faid) is perpetually applying 
the Sound to the Senfe, and varying it oft every 
new Subject. This is indeed one of the moft ex- 
quifite Beauties of Poetry, and attainable by very 
few: I know only of Homer eminent for it in the 
Greek, and Virgil in Latine. I am fenfible it is 
what may fometimes happen by Chance, when a 
Writer is warm, and fully pofleft of his Image: 
however it may be reafonably believed they de- 
fign’d this, in whofe Verfe it fo manifeftly ap- 
pears in a fuperior degree to all others. Few 
4 Readers 
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Readers have the Ear to. be Judges of it, but 
thofe who have will fee I have endeavour’d ‘at 
this Beauty. ee ee 

Upon the whole, I muft confefs my felf ut- 
terly incapable of doing Juftice to Homer. 1 ats 
tempt him in no other Hope but that which one 
may entertain. without much. Vanity, of giving 4 
more tolerable Copy of him than any entire Tranf- 
lation in Verfe has. yet done. .We have only thofe 
of Chapman, Hobbes, and Ogilby. Chapman has ta- 
ken the Advantage of an immeafurable Length of 
Verfe, notwithf{tanding which there 13 fcarce any 
Paraphrafe more loofe and rambling than his. He 
has frequent Interpolations of four or fix Lines, 
and I remember one in the thitteenth Book of the 
Odyffes, ver.312. where he has {pun twenty Verfes 
out of two. He is often miftaken in fo bold a 
manner, that one might think he deviated on 

rpofe, if he did not in other Places of his Notes 
infift fo much upon Verbal Trifles. He appears 
to have had a ie Affectation of extracting 
new Meanings out of his Author, infornuch ‘as to 
promife in his Rhyming Preface, a Poem of the 
Myfteries he had revealed in Homer; and pethaps 
he endeavoured to {train the obvious Senfe to this 
End. His Expreffion is involved in Fuftian, a 
Fault for which he was remarkable in his Original 
Writings, as in the Tragedy of Buffy & Amboife, &e. 
In a word, the Nature of the Man may accoutit 
for his whole Performance; for he appeats front 
his Preface and Remarks to have beén of an ar- 
: rogant 
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rogant Turn, and an Enthufiaft in Poetry. His 


own Boaft of having finifh’d half the fad in 
lefs than fifteen Weeks, fhews with what Negli- 
gence his Verfion was performed. But that which 
is to be allowed him, and which very much contri- 
buted to cover his Defects, is a daring fiery Spirit 
that animates his Tranflation, which 1s fomethin 

like what one might imagine Homer himfelf would 
have writ before he arriv’d to Years of Difcretion. 
Hobbes has given us a correct Explanation of the 
Senfe in general, but for Particulars and Circum- 
{tances he continually lopps them, and often omits 
the moft beautiful. As for its being efteem’d a 


clofe Tranflation, I doubt not many have been | 


led into that Error by the Shortnefs of it, which 
proceeds not from his following the Original Line 
by Line, but from the Contractions above-men- 
tioned. He fometimes omits whole Similes and 
Sentences, and is now and: then guilty of Mi- 
{takes which no Writer of his Learning could 
have fallen into, but thro’ Carelefnefs, Huis Poe- 
try, as well as Ogelby’s, 1s too mean for Criticifm. 

_ It is a great Lofs to the Poetical World that 
Mr, Dryden did not live to tranflate the Izad. He 
has left us only the firft Book and a {mall Part 
of the fixth; in which if he has in fome Places 
not truly interpreted the Senfe, or preferved the 
Antiquities, it ought to be excufed on account of 
the Hafte he was obliged to write in. He feems 
to have had too much Regard to Chapman, whole 
Words he fometimes copies, and has unhappily. 
ss follow’d 
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follow’d him in Paffages where he wanders from 
the Original. However had he tranflated the 
whole Work, I would no more have attempted 
Homer after him than Virgil, his Verfion of whom 
(notwith{tanding fome human Errors) is the moft 
noble and {pirited ‘Tranflation I know in any Lan- 
guage. But the Fate of great Genius’s is like 
that of great Minifters, tho’ they are confefledly 


the firft in the Commonwealth of Letters, they an 


muft be envy’d and calumniated only for being 
at the Head of it. | | -_ 

_ That which in my Opinion ought to be the 
Endeavour of any one who tranflates Flomer, is 
above all things to keep alive that Spirit and Fire 
which makes his chief Character. In particular 
Places, where the Senfe can bear any Doubt, to 
follow the ftrongeft and moft Poetical, as moft 
agreeing with that Character. ‘To copy him in © 
all the Variations of his Style, and ‘the different 
Modulations. of his Numbers. To preferve in 
the more active or defcriptive Parts, a Warmth 
and. Elevation; in the more fedate or narrative, — 
a Plainnefs and Solemnity ; im the Speeches a Ful- 
nefs.and Perfpicuity ; in the Sentences 4 Shortnefs 
and Gravity. Not to neglect even the little 
Figures and Turns on the Words, nor fome- 
times the very Caft of the Periods.. Neither 
to omit or confound any Rites or Cuftoms of 
Antiquity. Perhaps too he ought to include the 
whole in a fhorter Compafs, than has hitherto. 
been done by any Tranflator who has tolerably 
i K preferved 
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preferved either the Senfe or Poetry. What I 
would farther recommend to him, is to ftudy his 
Author rather from his own Text than from any 
Commentaries, how learned foever, or whatever 
Figure they make in the Eftimation of the World. 
To confider him attentively in Comparifon with 
Virgil above all the Ancients, and with Milton 
above all the Moderns. Next thefe the Archbifhop 
of Cambray’s Telemachus may give him the trueft 
Idea of the Spirit and Turn of our Author, and 
Boffuw’s admirable Treatife of the Epic Poem the 
jufteft Notion of his Defign and Conduct. But 
after all, with whatever Judgment and Study a 
Man may proceed, or with whatever Happinefs 
he may perform fuch a Work; he muft hope to 
pleafe but a few, thofe only who have at once a 
Tafte of Poetry, and competent Learning. For 
to fatisfy fuch as want either, 1s not in the "Nature 
of this Undertaking ; fince a. meer Modern’ Wit 
can like nothing that is not Modern, and a Pedant 
nothing that 1s not Greek, 

What I have done is fubmitted to the. Publick, 
from whofe Opinions I am prepared .to learn ; 
tho’ I fear no Judges fo little as our beft Poets, 
who are moft fenfible of the Weight.of this Task. 
As for the worft, whatever they fhall pleafe to 
fay, they may give me fome Concern.as they are 
unhappy Men, but none as. they are malignant 
Writers. I-was guided in this Tianflation by. 
Judgments very different from theirs, and by Per- 
fons’ for whom they can have no Kindnefs, af. 
ie a | ol 
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old Obfervation be true, that the ftrongeft Anti- 
pathy in the World is that of Fools to Men of 
Wit. Mr. Addifon was the firft whofe Advice deter- 
min’d me to undertake this Task, who was pleas’d 
to write to me upon that Occafion in fuch Terms 
as I cannot repeat without Vanity. I was obliged 
to Sir Richard Steele for a very early. Recommen- 
dation of my Undertaking tothe Publick. Dr. 
Swift. promoted my. Intereft with that. Warmth 
with which he always. ferves his Friend. The 
Humanity and Franknefs of Sir Samuel Garth are 

what I never knew wanting. on any. Occafion.. I 
- muft alfo acknowledge with infinite Pleafure 
the many friendly Offices as well as: fincere Cri- 
ticifms of Mr. Congreve, who chad. led me the 
way in tranflating fome Parts of.:Homer, as I 
with for the fake of the World he had. prevented 
me.in the-reft. I mult add.the. Names of Mr. 
Rowe and Dr. Parnell, tho’ I'thall take a farther 
Opportunity. of doing Juftice'to the:-laft, . whofe 
_Good-nature (to give it a: preat Pahepyrick’) is 
no: lefs extenfive than his Learning.’ The Favour 
of. thefe Gentlemen is not entirely undeferved: by 
one who bears. them fo true ‘an Affection. ~ But 
what can I fay of the Honour fo many: of. the 
Great. have'done me, while: the Firft. Names. of 
the Age appear as my Subfcribers, ‘and: ‘the _moft 
diftinguith ‘d Patrons. and-Oraaments:of Learning, 
as my chicf Encouragers. -Among.thefe it ib a 
patticular Pleafure to me to find,. that my-higheft. 
— are to fuch who: have done moft, Ho- 

oe nour 
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nour. to the Name of Poet: That his Grace the 
Duke of Buckingham was not difpleas’d I fhould 
undertake the Author to whom he has given. (in 
his excellent it EUay) the fineft Praife he ever: “ 
receiy'd, . 


“Read Homer once, and you can read no more ;. 
- For all things elfe appear fo mean and poor, — 
Verfe will feem Profe: yet often on him look,. 
And you wih hardly need another Book. 7 


That the Farl of Halifax was one of the firft to 
favour me, of whom it is hard to fay: whether the 
Advancement of the Polite Arts is: more owing 
to his Generofity. or his Example: That fuch 
a Genius.as my Lord Bolzugbroke, not more di- 
ftinguifhed in the great Scenes of Bufinefs than 
in all the ufeful and’ entertaining Parts of Learn- 
ing, has not refus’d ‘to be. the Critick of :thefe 
Sheets, and. the. Patron of their Writer. Ayid 
that fo excellent an Imitator of Homer as the-no- 
ble Author. of the Tragedy of Heraic Love, : has 
continu’d: his:Partiality to me from my writing | 
Paftorals. to ‘ny attempting the Jad... I ‘cannot 
deny. my felf the Pride of confefling, that I have 
had the Advantage not only of their Advice for 
the Conduct in general, but: their Correction: of 
erent, Particulars: of this Tranflation. - : 

LT could fay a great deal of the Pleafure of a 
: ing:  diftingurth d by the Harl of Carnarvon, but 
it is almaft abfurd: ” particularize any one gene- 


rous 
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rous Action in a Perfon whofe whole Life is a 
continued Series of them. The Right Honoura- 
ble Mr. Stanhope, the prefent Secretary of State, 
will pardon my Defire of having it known that 
he was pleas’d to promote this Affair. The par- 
ticular Zeal of Mr. Harcourt (the Son of the late 
Lord Chancellor) gave me a Proof how much I 
am honour’d in a Share of his Friendfhip. I muft 
attribute to the fame Motive that of feveral others 
of my Friends, to whom all Acknowledgments 
are render’d unneceflary by the Privileges of a fa- 
miliar Correfpondence: And I am fatisfy’d I can 
no way better oblige Men of their Turn, than by 
my Silence. 

In fhort, I have found more Patrons than ever 
Homer wanted. He would have thought himfelf 
happy to have met the fame Favour at Athens, 
that has been fhewn me by its learned Rival, the 
Univerfity of Oxford. If my Author had the 
Wits of After-Ages for his Defenders, his ‘Tranf- 
lator has had the Beauties of the prefent for his 
Advocates; a Pleafure too great to be changed 
for any Fame in Reverfion. And I can hardly 
envy him thofe pompous Honours he receiv’d af- 
ter Death, when I reflect on the Enjoyment of fo 
many agreeable Obligations, and eafy Friendfhips 
which make the Satisfaction of Life. This Di- 
{tinction is the more to be acknowledg’d, as it 1s 
fhewn to one whofe Pen has never gratify’d the 
Prejudices of particular Parties, or the Vanities 
of particular Men. Whatever the Succefs may 

prove, 
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prove, I fhall never repent of an Undertaking 
im which I have experienc’d the Candour: and 
Friendfhip of fo many Perfons of Merit ; and .in 
which I hope to. pafs fome of thofe. Years. of 
Youth that are generally loft in a Circle of Fal- 
lies, after a manner neither wholly unufeful to 


others nor dulagreeable to my felf. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


The Contention of Achilles and Agamemnon. 


neighbouring Towns, and taken from thence two beautiful 
Captives, Chrufeis and Brifeis, allotted the firft to A ga- 
gamemnon, and the laf to Achilles. Chryfes, the Father of 
Chrufeis and Prieft of Apollo, comes to the Grecian Camp to 
ranfome her ; with which the Attion of the Poem opens, in the 


|: the War of Troy, the Greeks having fackd fame of the 


Tenth Year of the Siege. The Prieft being refus'd and nfolently - 


difmifd by Agamemnon, :mtreats for Vengeance from bis God, 
who inflstts a Pefislence on the Greeks. Achilles calls a Chuy- 
cil, and encourages Chalcas to declare the Cau/e of it, who at- 
tributes st to the Refufal of Chrufeis. The King being obliged 
to fend back his Captive, enters into a furtous Conteft with 
Achilles, which Neftor pacifies; however as he had the abfo- 
lute Command of the Army, he feizes on Brifeis in revenge. 
Achilles s aifcontent withdraws himfelf and his Forces from the 
reft of the Greeks ; and complaiming to Thetis, /he Supplheates 
Jupiter to render them fenfible of the Wrong done to her Son, 
by gruing Vittory to the Trojans. Jupicer granting her Suit 
sncenfes Juno, between whom the Debate runs high, *rill they 
are reconcsled by the Addrefs of Vulcan. | 

The Time of two and twenty Days ss taken up in this Book ; 
nine during the Plague, one in the Council and Quarrel of the 
Princes, and twelve for Jupiter’s Stay with the Athiopians, at 
whofe Return Thetis prefers her Petition. The Scene hes in 
the Grecian Camp, then changes to Chryfa, and lafily to the 
Gods on Olympus. 3 
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HERE is fomething in the Mind of Man, which 
~ goes.beyond bare Curiofity, ' and even carries us on to 
a Shadow of Friendfhip with thofe great Genius’s 
<= -' whom we have known to excel in former Ages. Nor 
will ic appear lefs to any one, who confiders how much it par- 
takes of the Nature of Friendfhip ; how it compounds itfelf of an 
Admiration rais'd by what we meet with concerning them; a 
Tendency to be farther acquainted with them, by gathering every 
Circumftance of their Lives ; a kitid of Complacency in their 
Company, when we retire to enjoy what they have left; an 
Union with them in thofe Sentiments they approve ; and an En- 
deavour to defend them, when we think they are injurioufly at- 
tack’d, or even fometimes with too partial an Affection. | 
-- There is alfo in Mankind a Spirit of Envy or Oppofition , 
which makes them uneafy to fee others of the fame Species 

feated 
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{feated far above them in a fort of Perfetion. And this, at 
leaft fo far as we {peak of the Fame of Writers, has not always 
been known to dye witha Man entirely, but to purfue his Re= 
mains with idle Traditions, and weak ConjeQtures ; fo that his 
Name, which is not to be forgotten, {hall be preferv’d only to 
be ftain’d and blotted. The aires which was carry’d on 
between the Author and his Enemies, while he yet was living, 
fhall ftill be:kept on foot ; not gntirely dpon his own’ account, 
but on theirs who Jive, after him; fome being fond to praife 
extravagantly, and others as rafhly eager to contradi@ his Ad- 
mirers. This Proceeding, on both fides, gives us an Image of 
the firft Defcriptions of War, fuch ‘as the /4ad affords ; where 
a Heroe difputes the. Field with an Army ’til it is his time to 
dye, and. then the Battel,. which we expected.to fall of courfe, is 
renew’d about the Body; his Friends contending that they may 
embalm and honour it, his Enemies that they may caft it to 
the Dogs and Vultures. | 

There are yet others of a low kind of Tafte, who, without 
any Malignity to ‘the Charader of a great Author, leffea the 
Dignity, of :their Subje&t byinglting too meanly upon ‘Jitcle 
Particularittes. They imaginett théPart of an Hiftorian to omit 
nothing they meet concerning him whom they write upon ; and 
gather every thing wherein he is nam’d, without any diftinétion, 
to the Prejudice'or Negle& of ‘the more noble Parts of ‘his 
Character: Like thofe trifling Painters, or Sculptors, who be- 
{tow infinite Pains ahd Patience upon the moft a aes Parts 
of a Figure, ’till they fink the Grandeur of the Whole, by finifhing 
every thing with the neateft Want of Judgment.. : 

Befides thefe, there is.a fourth fort of Men, who pretend 
to diveft themfelves of impetuous Emotions on both fides, and 
to get above that imperfect Idea of their Subje&, which little 
Writers fall into; who propofe to themfelves a calm Search 
after Truth, and a rational Adherence to Probability in their 
hiftorical Colle&ions: Who neither wifh to be led into the Fa- 
bles of Poetry, nor are willing to fupport the Falfehoods of a 
malignant Criticifm ; but, endeavouring to fteer in a middle way, 
have obtain’d a Charaéter- of failing leaft in the Choice of Ma- 
terials for Hiftory, even from the darkelt Ages. : 
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Being therefore to write fomething. concerning a Life, 
which there is little pry of our knowing, after it has been 
the fruitlefs Enquiry of fo many Ages, and:which has however 
been thus differently treated by Hiftorians, I fhall endeavour to 
fpeak of it, not as a Certainty, but.as the Tradition, ‘Opinion, 
or Collection of Authors, who have been fuppos’d to write of 
Homer in thefe four preceding Methods,’ to which we fhall alfo 
add fome farther Conje@tures of our ‘own. . After. his Life. 
has been thus rather {poker of than. difcover’d, I fhall confider: 
him hiftorically as an Author, with:regard to thofe Works which 
he has left behind him: In-doing which, we may trace the 
degrees of Efteem they have obtain’d in different Periods of 
Time, and regulate our prefeht Opinion of them, by a View 
of that Age in which they were written. = 


1. If we take a View. of Homer in thofe fabulous Traditions I. 
which the Admiration of the ancient Heathens, has occafion’d, Strie4Fo- 
we find them running to Superftition, and multiply’d. and inde- are the Ef. 
pendent on-one another, in the different-Accounts which are gi-‘Travagene 
ven with refpect to Atgypt and: Greece, the two native Coun- Admuation. 
treys of Fable. [1 Sak ee ae ee ae 

~ We have one in * Fuffathius moft ftrangely fram’d, which 
Alexander Paphius has reported concerning Homer’s Birth and 
Infancy. ‘That “ He was born in Agypt of Dma/fagoras and 

<< AAthra, and brought up by a Daughter of Orus, the Prieft of 

“* Ifs, who was herfelf a el ser 3 and from whofe: Breafts 

“* Drops of Honey would frequently diftil into the Mouth of, the 

“‘ Infant. In the Night-time the ‘firft Sounds he utter’d were. 

“‘ the Notes of nine feveral Birds: In the Morning he was 

“ found playing with nine Doves in the Bed: The Syéz/, who 

“* attended him, us’d to be feiz’d with a poetical Fury, and utter 

“* Verfes, in which fhe commanded Dma/agoras to build a Tem- 

“< ple to the Mufes: This he perform’d in Obedience to her 

_“ Infpiration, and related all thefe things to the Child when he 

“* was grown up-; who, in Memory of the Doves which play’d 

“ with him during his Infancy, has in his Works prefet’d this 

“ Bird to the Honour of bringing Ambrofia to Jupiter? 


-. ® Euftathius sz Od. 12. 
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One would think a Stoty of this Nature, fo fit for Age to talk 
of, and Infancy tohear, were incapable of being handed down, 
tous. But we find the Tradition again taken up to be heighten’d 
in one part; and'carry’d forward in another.’ > He/odorus, who’ 
had heard of this Claim which Zgypr = in for Homer, en- 
deavours to ftrengthen it by naming 7hebes for the particular 
place of his Birth. He alldws too, that a Prieft was his repu- 
ted Father, but that his real Father, according to the Opinion. 
of Aigypt, was Mercury: He fays, ‘“‘ That-when the Prieft was, 
“ celebrating the Rites of his Countrey, and therefore flept with 
‘“* his Wife in the Temple, the God had knowledge of her, and 
“ begot Homer: That he was born with Tufts of Hair on his 
“ «Thigh, as a Sign of unlawful Generation, from whence he 
“* was called Homer by the Nations through which he wander’d: 
« ‘That he himfelf was the occafion why this Story of his di- 
“* vine Extraction is unknown ; becaufe he neither told his 
““ Name, Race, not Countrey, being afham’d of his Exile,‘ to 
‘“‘ which his repured'Father drove him from among the con~ 
“ fecrated Youths, of account of that Mark which their Priefts 
“ efteem’d a.Teftimany of an inceftuous Birth”. ©; 

Thefe are the extravagant Stories by which Men, who have 
not been able to éxprefs how much they admire him, tranfcend 
the Bounds of Probability co fay fomething éxtraordinary. The 
Mind, that becomes dazled with the Sight ‘of his Performances, 
lofes the common Idea of-a Man in the fahfy’d Splendor of Per~ 
fection: It fees nothing Jefs than a God worthy to be his Fa~ 
ther, nothing lefs chan a Prophetefs deferving to be his Nurfe, 
and, growing unwilling that he fhould be fpoken of in a Lan~ 
guage beneath its Imaginations, delivers Fables. in the place 
of Hiftory = ~~. ee | | 

But whatever has thus been offer’d to fupport the Claim of 
“Egypt, they who plead for Greece are not to be aceus’d for 
coming fhort of ir. Their Fanfie rofe with a Refinement above 
what we are fuppos’d to have of their Mafters, and frequently 
the Veil of Fiction is wrought fine enough’ to be feen through, 
fo that it hardly hides the Meaning it is made to cover, from the 
firft Glance of the Imagination. For a Proof of this, we may 
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mention that Poetical Genealogy which is deliver’d for Homer's, 
an the ¢ Greek Treatife of the Contention between him and 
Hefiod, and but little vary'd by the Relation of it in Swedas. | 

‘© The Poet Linus (fay they) was born of Apollo and Thoofe, 
“© the Daughter of Neptune. Pierus of Linus: OFagrus of King 
“© Pjerus and the Nymph Methone : Orpheus of OLagrus and the 
“ Mufe Callwpe. From Orpheus came Othrys: from him Har- 
“ monides: from him Philoterpus: from him Euphemus : from 
« him Epiphrades, who begot Menalops, the Father of Dis: 
© Diuus had Hefiod the Poet and Perfes by Pucamede, the Daugh- |. 

“ ter of Apollo. Then Perfes had Maou, on whofe Daughter 

“ Crythess, the River Meles begot Homer.” ae 
Here we behold a wonderful Genealogy contriv’d induftrioufly 
ro raife our Idea to the higheft, where Gods, Goddefles, 
Mufes, Kings, and Poets link in a defcent ; nay, where Poets 
are made to depend, as it were, in Clufters upon the fame 
Stalk beneath one another. If we confider too that Har- 
monides is deriv’d from Harmony, Phéloterpus from love of De- 
light, Euphemus from beautifnl Diction, Ep:phrades from In- 
telligence, and Pucamede from Prudence; it may not be im- 
probable, but the Inventors meant, by a Fiction of this Nature, 
to turn fuch Qualifications into Perfons as were agreeable to 
his Charaéter, for whom the Line was drawn: So that every 
thing, Divine or Great, will thus come together by the extra- 
vagant Indulgence of Fancy, while it turns itfelf fometimes to 
Admiration, and fometimes:to Allegory. | 
After this fabulous Tree of his Pedigree, we may regularly 
view him in one Paffage concerning his Birth, which, though it 
differs in a Circumftance from what has been here deliver’d, yet 
carries on the fame Air, and regards the fame Traditions.’ There 
is a fhort Life of Homer attributed. to Plutarch, wherein a 
third part of Arifiotle on Poetry, which is now loft, is quoted 
for an account of his uncommon Birth; in this manner. “ At 
‘ the time when Neleus, the Son of Codrus, led the Colony 
‘© which was fent into Jonza, there was in the I{land of fo a 
“ young Girl, comprefs’d by a Genus, who delighted to aflo- 
“ ciate with the Mz/es, and fhare in their Conforts. She, finding 
__ 
8 Ayan ‘Ounes % “Haiods. 
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‘ what had happen’d to her, remov’d from thence to a Place 
“ call'd A¢gina. There the was taken in an Excurfion made by 
Robbers, and being brought to Smyrna, which was then un- 
der the Lydians, they gave her to. Mazon the King, who mar- 
ry'd her upon account of her Beauty. But while fhe walk’d 
“ on the Bank of the River Meles, fhe brought forth Homer 
“and expird. The Infant was taken by Mon, and bred up 
‘< as his Son, ’till the Death of that Prince.” And from this Point 
of the Story the Poet is let down into his traditional Poverty. - 
Here we fee, tho’ he be taken out of the Lineage of Meles 
where we met him before, he has {till as wonderful a Rife in- 
vented for him; he is ftill to {pring from a Demigod, one who 
was of a Poetical Difpofition, from whom he might inherit 4 
Soul turn’d to Poetry, and. receive an Affiftance of heavenly 
Infpiration. | | 

In his Life the moft general Tradition concerning him is his 
Blindnefs, yet there are fome who will not allow even this to 
have happen’d after the manner in which it falls upon other Men: 
Chance and Sicknefs are excluded; _ nothing lefs than Gods 
and Heroes mutt be vifibly concern’d about him. Thus we find 
among the different Accounts which * Hermas has colle&ted 
concerning his Blindnefs, that when Homer refolv’d to write 
of Achilles, he had an exceeding Defire to fill his Mind with 
a juft Idea of fo glorious a Heroe: Wherefore, having paid all 
due Honours at his Tomb, he intreats that he may obtain a 
fight of him. ‘The Heroe grants his Poet’s Petition, and rifes 
in a glorious Suit of Armour, which caft fo unfufferable a Splen- 
dor, that Homer loft his Eyes, while he gaz’d for the Enlarge- 

ment of his Notions. 
If this be any thing more than a meer Fable, one would be 
apt to imagine it infinuated his contracting a Blindnefs by too 
intenfe an Application while he wrote his //ad. But it is a 
very pompous way of letting us into the Knowledge of fo fhort 
a Truth: It looks as if Men imagin’d the Lives of Poets fhould 
be Poetically written; that to {peak plainly of them, were to 
{peak contemptibly ; or that we debafe them, when they are 


¢ Hermias is Phed. Plat. Leo Allat. de Patr. Hom. C.10. 
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plac’d in lefs glorious Company than thofe exalted Spirits which 
they themfelves have been fond to celebrate. We may however 
in {ome meafure be reconcil’d to this laft idle Fable, for having 
occafion’d fo beautiful an Hpsfode in the Ambra of Politian. 
That which does not inform us in a Hiftory, may pleafe us in 
its proper Sphere of Poetry. © , 4 | | 


II. Such Stories as thefe have been the Effeéts of a fuperfti- IT. 
tious Fondnefs, and of our Aftonifhment at what we confider in S#riesofHo- 
a View of Perfection. But neither have all Men the fame Tafte, pi aga 
nor do they equally fubmit to the Superiority of others, nor’” 
bear that human Nature, which they know to be imperfedt, 
fhould be prais’d in an Extream without oppofition. From fomé 
Principles of this kind have arifen a fecond fort of Stories, which 
glance at Homer with malignant Suppofitions, and endeavour 
to throw a diminifhing Air over his Life, as a kind of Anfwer 
to thofe who fought to aggrandize him injudicioully. 

Under this Head we may reckon thofe ungrounded Conjectures 
with which his Adverfaries afperfe the very Defign and Profecution 
of his Travels, when they infinuate, that they were one continued 
Search after Authors who had written before him, and particularly 
upon the fame Subjed, in order to deftroy them, or to rob them of 
their Inventions... . | | 
_ Thus we read in ‘ Diodorus Siculus, ‘“‘ That there was one 
“* Daphne, the Daughter of 7srefias, who from her Infpirations 
“* obtain’d the Title of a S'yds/, She had a very extraordinary 
“* Genius, and being made Prieftefs at Delphos, wrote Oracles 
** with wonderful Elegance, which Homer fought for, and 
“< adorn’d his Poems with feveral of her Verfes.” But fhe is placd 
fo far in the fabulous Age of the World, that nothing can be 
averr’d of her: And as for the Verfes now afcrib’d to the Syédels, 
they are more modern than to be able to confirm the Story ; 
which, as it is univerfally affented to, difcovers that whatever 
there is in them in common with Homer, the Compilers have 
rather taken from him; perhaps to ftrengthen. the Authority of 
their Work by the Protection of this Tradition. : 


f Diod. Sic. /. 4 -- 
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The next Infinuation we hear is from Sudas, that Palamedes, 
who fought at 7Zroy, was famous for Poetry, and wrote concern- 
ing that War in the Dorzck Letter which he invented; proba- 
bly much again Agamemnon and Ulyffes, his mortal Enemies. 
Upon this Account fome have fancy’d his Works were fupprefs’d 
by Agamemnon’s Pofterity, or that their entire DeftruGtion was 
contriv’d and effected by Homer when he undertook the fame 
Subject. But. furely the Works of fo confiderable a Man, when 
they had been able to bear up fo long a time as that which 
pafs’d between the Siege of Zroy, and the flourifhing of Homer, 
* muft have been too much difpers’d, for one of fo mean a Con- 
dition as he is reprefented, to have deftroy’d in every place, 
tho’ he had been never fo much affifted by the vigilant Temper 
of Envy. And we may fay too, that what might have been 
capable of raifing this Principle in him, muft be capable of be- 
ing in fome meafure efteem’d, and of having at leaft one Line 
of it preferv’d to us. 

After him, in the order of time, we meet with a whole Set 
of Names, to whom the Maligners of Homer would have him 
oblig’d, without being able to prove their Affertion. Suidas 
mentions Cornus Ilenfis, the Secretary of Palamedes, who 
- writ a’Poem upon the fame Subject, but no one is produc’d as 
having feen it. *® 7zetzes mentions (and from Johannes Melala 
only) Si/yphus the Coan, Secretary of Teucer, but it is not fo 
much as known if he writ Verfe or Profe. Befides thefe, are 
Dittys the Cretan, Secretary to /domeneus, and Dares the Phry- 
gian an Attendant of Heitor, who ,have {purious Trearifes 
pafling under their Names. From each of thefe is Homer {aid 
to have borrow’d his whole Argument ; fo inconfiftent are thefe 
Stories with one another, . 

The next Names we find, are Demodocus, .whom Homer - 
might have met at Corcyra, and Phemzus, whom he might have 
met at /thaca: the.one (as* Plutarch fays) having according to 
Tradition written the War at Zroy, the other the Return of the 
Grecian Captains, But thefe are only two Names of Friends, 
which he is pleas’d to. honour with Eternity in his Poem, or 
two different PiGtures of himfelf, as Author of the Jad and 
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Odyffes,, or entirely the Children of. his Imagination, without 
any particular Allufion.... So. that his Ufage here, puts me in 
mind of his own Vulcan in the ‘Ihad::.The God-had caft two 
Statues which he eridued. with the Power of Motion ; ad it is 
faid prefently after, that he is fcarce able to go unlefs they 
fapport him. ©. Liga s een ee 
It is reported by fome, fays * Ptolomeus Epheftro, “ That there 
&¢ was before Hamer, aWoman of Memphis, call'd Phantafta, who 
¢ writ of the Wars of 7roy,:and the Wandrings of: U/y/fes. Now 
“ Homer arriving at Memphis-where the had laid‘up her Works, 
“ and getting acquainted : with Phantas , - whofe: Bofinefs it 
“ was tocopy. the facred Writings, he obtain’d a fight: of thefe, 
“ and follow’d entirely the Scheme fhe had drawn.” But this is 
a wild Story, which {peaks of an A.gyphan Woman with a Greek 
Name, and.who never.was heard of but upon: this account. It 
appears indeed from his Knowledge of the Zigyptian Learning, 
ets he was initiated into their Mylteries,- and for ought we know 
by one Phanitas.' ‘But if we confider what ‘the Name of the Wo- 
man fignifiés, it feems only as, if from. being us’d‘in a figurative 
Expreflion, it had:been miftaken afterwards for a. proper Name. 
And then the Meaning will be, that having. gatherd as much 
Information: concerning’ the Greczan and ‘Trojan Story, as he 
could be furnifh’d with from the Accounts of Aigypr, -which were 
enerally mix’d with Fancy and Fable,: he wrought out his Plans 

of the Jad and the Odyffes.. FF 
We pafs all thefe Stories, together with the ttle Ihad of Sia- 
grus, mention’d by'Azax.: But one cannot: leave this Subje& 
without reflecting. on the depreciating Humour,: and odd Indu- 
ftry of Man, which fhews itfelf in raifing fuch a Number of In- 
finuations that clafh with'each other, - and in fpiriting up fuch 
a Crowd of unwarranted Names to fupport them. Nor can we 
but admire at the contradictory Nature’ of this Proceeding, that 
Names of Works, which either never were in Being, or never 
worthy to live, fhould be produc’d, only to perfuade us that the 
moft lafting and beautiful Poem of the Ancients was taken out 
of them. A Beggar might be content.to patch up a Garment 
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wislt:fach. Shreds as. the World throws away, but -it is never to 
be imagin’d an, Bmperor: would make his Robes of them... ° 
ao After, Homer ad {penta confiderable time in Travel, 'wé find 
him ‘tawards. his Age introduc’d to fuch an Aétion as tends'ro his 
Difparagemens. ort is not enough t6 accufe him for {poiling ‘the 
dead, they raife a living Author by whom he muft.be bafiled in 
that Qualification on which his Fame is founded. = #' » 

_.’ There is in " Hefiod an Account.of..an ancient Poetical Con- 
tention at the Funeral of Amphidamas, :in which, he fays, he ob- 
tain’d the Prize; but ddes not mention. from whom he carry’d it. 
There,“is alfo. among: the * Hymns afcribed to Homer, a Prayet 
to /’enus, fot Succefs in a Poetical Difpute, but it neither men- 
tions where, noragainft whom. But: though. they have neg- 
le&ted. to name their Antagonifts, others have fince. ‘raken 
care to fill up the;Stories by putting them together. .: The ma-~ 
king two fuch cenfiderable Names in. Poetry engage, carries an 
amufing Pomp.in it, like:making two Heroes ofthe firft Rank 
enter..the Lifts of Combat.:: And if Homer and Hefiod had their 
Partics. among 'she Grammarians,. hete was.an: excellent Oppor- 
tunity ‘for Hefgod’s Favourets to..make a Sacrifice of .Homer. 
Hence might a bare Conjecture {pread.into a7rad:tion, then:the 
Tradition give occafion to an Epigram, which is yet extant, 
and apain the Epigram (for want of knowing the Time it was 
writ in) be alledg’d as a Proof of that Conjecture from whence 
it fprung. After this, a °whole Treatife was written upon it, 
which appears not very ancient, becaufe it mentions Adrian : 
The Story agrees in the main with the fhort Account we find in 
? Plutarch, “That *Ganzéfor, the Son of Amphidamas, King of 
“ Eubea, being usd to celebrate his Father’s funeral Games, 
‘‘ invited from all Parts Men famous for Strength and Wifdom. 
“ Among thefe Homer and Heftod arriv’d at Chalcss. The King 
“« Panidas prefided over the Conteft, which being finifh’d, he 
decreed the Tripos to Hefiod, with this Elogy in the Sentence, 
“‘. "That the Poet of Peace and Husbandry better deferv’d to be 
crown’d, than he who ftirs us up to War and Contention. 
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“ Whereupon He/fiod dedicated the Prize to the Mufes, . with this; 
“ Infcription, © = . ey See Oe at 
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Which are two Lines taken from that Place in Hefiod where he. 
mentions no:Antagonift, and alter’d, that the two Names might 


be brought in, .as is evident by comparing them’ with thefe,’:.. 
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‘To anfwer this.Story, we take notice that Hefiod is gerterally 
plac’d after Homer. Graevius, his own Commentator, fets him a 
hundred Years lower ; and whether he were fo: or no, yet 
‘Plutarch has flightly pafs’d the whole Account as a Fable. 


Nay, we may draw an Argument againft it ‘from. Hefiod 


himfelf: He had a Love of Fame which caus’d him to engage at. _ K } 


the Funeral Games, and which went fo far as.to make him re-. : | 
cord his Conqueft in his own Works; Had he defeated Homer,“ 
the fame Principle would have made him mention a Name that 
could have fecur’d his own to Immortality. A Poet who records 
his Glory, would not omit the nobleft Circumftance, and Homer, 
like a Captive Prince, had certainly grac’d the Triumph. of his 
Adverfary. | | tet, eee 

_ Towards the latter end of his Life, there is another. Story 
invented, which makes him conclude it in a manner  alto- 
gether beneath the Greatnefs of a Genius. We find in. the Life 
faid to be written by Plutarch, a Tradition, “ That he: was 
“‘ warn’d by an Oracle to beware of the young Mens Riddle. 
“‘ This remain’d long obfcure to him, ’til he arriv’d at the 
“"Ifland Jo. There as he fat to behold the Fifhermen, they 
** propos’d to him a Riddle in Verfe, which he being unable 
“* to anfwer, dy’d for Grief.” This Story refutes itfelf by car- 
rying Superftition at one end, and Folly at the other. . It feems 
conceiv’d with an Air of Derifion to lay a great Man in. the. 
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Dut ‘after 4 foolifh Mariner. The fame fort of Hand might 
have fram’d that Tale of Arsfotle’s drowning himfelf becaufe 
he could not account for the sh 3 : The Defign is the fame, 
the Turn the fame; and all the difference, that the great Men 
are each to fuffer in his Charaéter, the one by a Poetical Riddle, 
the other by a Philofophical Problem. But thefe are Adtions 
which cah only proceed from the Meannefs of Pride, or Extra- 
vagatice. of Madnefs: A Soul enlarg’d with Knowledge (fo 
vaftly as was thae.of Homer) better knows the proper Stref 


which is to be laid upon every Incident, and the Proportion of 


Concern, or Carelefnefs, with which it ought to be affeéted. 
But it is the Fate of narrow Capacities to meafure Mankind by 
a falfe Standard, and imagine the Great, like themfelves, capa- 
ble ‘of being- difconcerted by little Occafions ; to frame their 
malignant Fables accordig to. this Imagination, and to ftand 
detected: by it as by.an evident Mark of Ignorance. 


HI: The third Manner in which the Life of Homer has been 


StoriesfHo” written, is but a heaping of all the Traditions and Hints which 


mer proceed- 


ing from tri- the Writers could meet with, great or little, in order to tell a Story 


fling Curio- 


fity. 


of him to theWorld.. Perhaps the want of choice Materials might 
put them upon the Neceffity ; or perhaps an injudicious Defire of 
faying all they could, occafion’d the fault. However it be, a Life 
compos’d of trivial Circumftances, which (tho’ it give a true 
account of feveral Paflages) has but little of that Appearance 
in which a Man was moft famous, and hardly any hing cor- 
re{pondent to the Idea we entertain of him: Such a Life, I fay, 
will never anfwer rightly the demand the World has upon an 
Hiftorian. Yet the moft formal Account we have of Homer is 
of this Nature, I mean that which is faid to be collected by 
Herodotus. Yt is, in fhort, an unfupported minute Treatife, 
compos’d of Events which lie within the Compafs of Probability, 
and Beate to the loweft Sphere of Life. It feems through all 
its Frame to be entirely conducted by the Spirit of a Grammarian, 
éver abounding with extempore Verfes, as if it were to prove a 
thing fo unqueftionable as our Author’s Title to Rapture; and 
at the fame time the Occafions are fo poorly invented, that 
they misbecome the Warmth of a Poetical Imagination. ‘There 
is nothing in it above the Life which a Grammarian might ser 
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himfelf; nay, it is but fach an one as they comnionly do lead, 
the higheft Stage of which is to be Maffer of a School. But 
becaufe this is a Treatife to which Writers have had recourfe for 
want of a better, I fhall give the following Abftract. 

_ Homer was born at Smyrna, about one hundred fixty eight 
Years after the Siege of Zroy, and fix hundred twenty two Years 
before the Expedstion of Xerxes.. His- Mother’s Name was 
Crythess, who proving unlawfully with Child, was fent away 
from Cume by her Uncle, with //menias, one of thofe who led 
the Colony to Smyrna then building. A while after, as fhe was 
celebrating a Feftival with other Women on the Banks of the 
River Meles, the was deliver’d of Homer, whom fhe therefore 
nam’d Melefigenes. . Upon this the left //mentas, and fupported 
herfelf by Working, ’til Phem:us (who taught a School in 
Smyrna) fell in love with her, and marry’d her. But both 
dying in procefs of Time, the School fell to Homer, who 
manag’d it with fuch Wifdom, that he was univerfally admir’d 
both by Natives and Strangers. Amongft thefe latter was Mentes, 
a Matter of a Ship from Leucadia, by whofe Perfuafions and Pro- 
mifes he gave up his School, and went to travel: With him he 
vifited Spain and Jtaly, byt was left behind at /¢haca upon ac- 
count of a Defluxion in his Eyes. During his Stay he was en- 
tertain’d by one Mentor, a Man of Fortune, Juftice, and Hofpi- 
tality, and learn’d the principal Incidents of Us/y/Jes’s Life. But 
at the Return of Mentes, he went from thence to Colophon, 
where, his Defluxion renewing, he fell entirely blind. Upon 
this he could think of no better Expedient than to go back.to 
Smyrna, where perhaps he might be fupported by thofe who 
knew him, and have the leifure to addict himfelf to Poetry. 
But there he found his Poverty encreafe, and his hopes of En- 
couragement fail; fo that he remov’d for Cuma, and by the 
way was entertain’d for fome time at the Houfe of one 7ychius a 
Leather-Drefler. At Came his Poems were wonderfully admir’d, 
but when he propos’d to eternize their Town if they would al- 
low him a Sallary, he was anfwer’d, That there would be no 
end of maintaining all the ‘Omen, or blind Men, and hence he 
got the Name.of Homer. From Cume he went to Phocea, 
where one Thefforides (a School-matter alfo) offer’d to maintain 
him if he would fuffer him to tranfcribe his Verfes: This Homer 
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complying with for. mécr-Neceffity, the other had no foonet 
gotten-them, but: he remov’d to Chios ; There the Poems gain’d 
him. Wealth and Hononr,- while the Author himfelf hardly earn’d 
his Bread by repeating them. At laft, fome who came from Chios 
having’ told ‘the People that the fame Verfes were publifh’d there 
by a School-mafter, Hfomer refolv’d to find him out. Having 
therefore landed near that Place, he was receiv’d by one Glancu} 
a Shepherd (at whofe Door he had like to have been worried by 
Dogs) and carry’d by him to his Mafter at Bolli/Jus, who admi- 
ring his Knowledge, entrufted him with the Education of his 
Children. Here his Praife began to f{pread, and Theforides? 
who heard of his Neighbourhood, fled before him. He remov’d 
however fome time afterwards to Chios, where he fet up a Schoo 

of Poetry, gain’d a comperent Fortune, marry’d A Wife, and al 
two Daughters,: the one of which dy’d young, the other was 
martry:d to his Patron at Bol//Jus.. Here he inferted in his Poemé 
the Names of thofe to'whom he had been moft oblig'd, as; 
Mentes, Phemius, Mentor, and Tychius: and refolving for Athens; 
he made honourable mention of that City, to prepare the Ahe- 
nians for a kind Reception: ‘But as he went, the Ship put in at 
Samos, where he continu’d the whole Winter, finging at the 
Houfes of great Men, with:a Train of Boys after him. In Spring 
he went on board again in order to profecute his Journey to “hens, 
but landing by the way at Ios, he fell fick, dy’d, and was bury’d 
on the Sea-Shore. | | 
. This is the Life of Homer afcrib’d to Herodotus, tho’ it is 
wonderful it fhould be fo, fince it evidently contradi¢ts his own 
Hiftory, by placing Homer fix hundred twenty two Years before 
the Expedition of Xerxes; whereas Herodotus himfelf, who was 
alive at the time of that Expedition, fays Homer was only * four 
hundred Years befbte him. However, if we can imagin that 
there may be any thing of Truth in the main Parts of this 
Treatife, we may gather thefe general Obfervations from it: 
That he fhew’d a great Thirft of Knowledge, by undertaking 
fuch long and numerous Travels; That he manifefted an un- 
examipled Vigor of Mind, by being able to write with more Fire 
under the Difadvantages of Blindnefs; and the utmoft Poverty, 
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than any Poet after him in better Ciccninftances ; «And that he 
had an unlimited Senfe of Fame (the Attendant of npble Spirits) 
which prompted him to engage in new:Travels,':both under 
thefe Difadvantages, and the additional Birthen of old Age.’ 
. But ic will not perhaps be either.improper or difficult :to make 
- fome Conje@tures, which feem:to lay open’ the Foundation 
from whence the Traditions which frame the.:low ‘Lives .of 
Homer have arifen. Jn the firlt place we..may confider, That 
there are no Hiftorians of his Time (or none handed down: ito 
us) who have mention’d him;~and that he has never {poken 

lainly of himfelf, in thofe Works which have been afcrib’d to 
him without Controverfy. However, an eager Defire' to know 
fomething concerning him has occafion’d Mankind xo labour the 
Point under thefe Difadvantages, and turn.on all Hands. to fee if 
there were any thing left which might have the leaf Appearange 
of Information. Upon the Search,’ they find nd Remains but his 
Name and Works, and: refolve ta torture: thefe' upon: the Rack 
of Invention, in order .to. give fame account of the Perlon they 
belong tO. a 2, ee ae ae 3 a as 
. ‘The fir Thing therefore they.fetele is, ‘That what pals'd fot 
his Neme,, muft' be his Name no‘longer,: bat:an. additional Tele 
us’d inftead of it. The reafon why it.was. given, mutt be fome 
Accident of his Life.. ‘Having thus found an end of the-Clue, 
they proceed to confider every thing that the word may imply 
by its Derivation. One finds that ‘O pyeds fignifies a Thigh 
whence arifes the Tradition in ‘Helwdorus, that he was -banifh’d 
figypt for the Mark on that..Part, which fhewd’ a {purious 
Birth ; and this they imagine .pround enough to give him the 
Life of a Wanderer. A fecond finds that “Ounecg ‘fignifies: an 
flofage, and then he muft be ‘deliver’d as fuch int-a War, (ac> 
cording to "Proclus) between Smyrna and Chios. A third: can 
derivé the Name ‘O pu éedv, mon videns, from whence he mutt 
be a blind Man (as in the Piece afcrib’d to * Herodotus.) “A 
fourth brings him from ‘Omic eee, fpeaking in Council j: and 
then (as it is in Sasdas) he mult, by a-divine Lalpirarion, de. 
clare to the Swyrneans, that they fhoutd war: apainft Colophow: 


A fifth finds the word may be brought to fignify following others, 
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of joing. bimfelf to them, and then he muft be call’d Homer — 
for faying (as it is quoted from ’Arsforle in the Life afcrib’d to 
Plutarch) that he would ‘Omzgsyv, or follow the Lydtans from 
Smyrna. "Thus has the Name been turn’d and winded enough 
at leaft to give a Sufpicion, that he who got a new Erymology, 
got a handle either for a new Life of him, or fomething which 
he added to the old one. | 

- -However, the ame itfelf not affording enough to furnith 
out a whole Life, his Works muft be brought in for Affiftance, 
and it is taken for granted, That where he has not fpoken of him- 
{elf, he lies veil’d beneath the Perfons or Actions of thofe whom 
he defcribes. Becaufe he calls a Poet by the Name of Phemius in 
his Ody/Jes,. they conclude this *Phemius was his Mafter. Becaufe 


‘fhe {peaks of Demodocus as another Poet who was blind, and fre+ 


squented Palaces; he mutt be fent about *blind, to fing at the Doors 
of rich Men. If U/y/Jes be fet upon by Dogs at his Shepherd’s 
Cottage, becaufe this is a low Adventure, it is thought to be his - 
own at Bolliffus. .*And if he.calls the Leather-dreffer, who made 
Ayax’s Shield, by the Name of 7ychius, he has been fupported 
by fuch an one in ‘his Wants: Nay, fome have been fo vio- 
Jently carry’d: into this way of conjecturing, that the bare °S%- 
mile of a: Woman who works hard for her Livelihood, is faid 
to have been borrow’d from his Mother’s Condition, and brought 
as a Proof of it. Thus he is ftill imagin’d to intend himfelf; and 
the Fictions of Poetry, converted into real Facts, are deliver’d 
for his Life, who has affign’d them to others. All thofe Sto- 
ries in his Works which {uit with a. mean Condition are fuppos’d 


to have happen’d to him, tho’ the fame way of Inference might 


as well prove him to have acted in a higher Sphere, from the 
many Paflages that fhew his Skill in Government, and his 
Knowledge-of the great Parts of Life. : 
-.-There are fome other fcatter’d Stories of Homer which fall 
not under thefe Heads, but are however of as trifling a Nature ; 
as much unfit for the Materials of Hiftory, ftill more unground- 
ed, if poffible, and arifing merely from Chance, or the Hu- 
mours of Men: Such ‘is the Report we meet with from 4 Hera- 
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cehdes, That “ Homer:was fir'd. at Athens: for.a Madman ;” which 
feems invented by the Difciples :of. Sverazes: to ‘caft- an Odium 
upon the Ahentans for their confenting :to the Death of .cheir 
Mafter, and carries in it: fomething like a. declaiming Re- 
yvenge of. the Schools, -as if.the World fhould imagine the: oxe 
could be’ efteem’d.znad, where the ether was put-to Death! for 
being wecked. Such. another Report is. that in.“#han, That 
“<<. Homer pertion’d ‘his. Daughtér with fome of his Works for - 
“ want of Money ;”.;which dooks' but like a Whim. deliver’d in 
the Gaiety of Fancy: a Jeft upon-a:-poor Wit, which at firft 
might have had an Epigrammati{t ‘for ats: Father, and been af- 
serwards gravely underltood by:fome. painful Collector... In fhort, 
Mankind have labour’d heartily about him ‘to no purpofe ; they 
- ave caught up every thing greedily, with that bufy minute 
Curiofity and unfatisfactory Inquifitivenefs which Seveca calls.the 
Difeafe of the Greeks ; ‘they have puzzled: the Caufe by their 
Attempts to find it-out; and, like Travellers entirely deftitute 
of a Road, yet refolv’d-to make it over tnpaffable Deferts, they 
fuperinduce Error, inftead of:removing Ignorance; © 
- TV. Whenever Men ;have :fet themfelves. to write a Life of IV. 
Homer, .clear pee ee “Envy, ahd Trifling, they have Probable 
| abe : as aes onjectures 
grown afham’d of all chefe Traditions..:. This, however, has not concerning 
occafion’d every one to defift from. the Undertaking ; but ftill conse. 
the Difficulty which could not:make them defift,, has neceflitated 
them, either to deliver the old:Story with Excufes ; or elfe, in- 
ftead of a Life, to compofe a Treatifé.'partly of Criticé/m, and 
partly of Character; rather .defcriptive,. than fupported - by 
Action, and the Air of Hiftory..:..2 6 ee 
They begin with letting us know, that the Zime in which :he Hi: Time. 
liv’d has never. been fix’d beyond difpute, and. that the Opi+ 
nions of Authors are various. concerning it: . But. the Contro- 
verfy, in its feveral Conjectures, includes a Space.of Years 
between the earlieft and lateft,-from twenty four to about five 
hundred after the Siege of Zroy.” Whenever the Time was, it 
feems not to have been near that-Siege, from his own ‘Jnvoca- 
twora of the Mu/es to recount the-Catalogue of the Ships: ‘ For 
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“we, fays he, have.only héard 4 Rumoar, and know nothiag 
 :patricularly.” It. is. remark’d.by § Vellesus Paterculus, That 
it mult have been cenfiderably dacer, from his own Confeffion; 
thar Mankind ‘was but half as ftrong ‘in his Agé, as in that 
he.writ of ; which, as it is founded upon a Notion of a gra- 
dual: Degeneracy in our. Nature; difcovers the Interval to have 
betn long between Homer and. his. Subje&..: But not to trouble 


our felves with entrig into alt ‘the dry Dilpute, we may heré 


His ‘Coun- 
try. 


take notice, that the World is inclin’d'to {tand by the "4run~ 
delian Marble, as the moft certain Computation of thofe early 
Times ; and this, by placing him at. rhe: time when Diog+ 
metus ral’d..in Athens, makes -him flourifh a little before the 
Olympiads ‘were eftablifh’d ; about three hundred Years after 
the taking of Zroy, and near a thoufand before the Chri- 
fitan. Afra. For a-farther Confirmation of this,. we have 
fome great Names. of Antiquity, who give him a Cotem- 
porary agreeing with the Computation. ‘Cicero fays, There 
was a Tradition that A/omer livd about the time of Lycargus. 
«Strabo tells us, it was reported that Lycurgus went to Chios for 
an Interview with him. And even ‘Plutarch, when he fays, - 
Lycurgus receiv’d Homer's Works from ithe Grandfon. of that 
Creophilus with whom he had liv’d, does not put him fo far back- 
ward, (but that pofhbly they might have been alive together. 
‘The next. Drfpute regards his Country, concerning which, 
" Adrian enquii’d of the Gods, as a‘Queftion not to be fertled by 
Men; and Appin (according to *P&ay) rais’d a Spirit for his 
[nformation.: ‘That. which has encreas’d the difficulty, is the 
Number of contefting Places, of which Swzdas has reckon’d up 
nineteen in one Breath. But his ancient Commentator, °Didymus, 
found the Subject fo fertile, as to employ a great Part of his four 
thoufand Volumes-uponit. There isa Prophecy of the Sybsés that 
he fhould be born at Salamis in Cyprus ; and then to play an Argu- 
ment of the fame Nature again{t it, there is the Oracle given to 


8 Hic longe 4 temporibus belli quod compofuit, Troici, quam quidam rentur, abfuit. Nam 
‘fermé ante annos gso floruit, intra mille natus eft: (quo nomine non eft mirandum quod 
fepe illud ufurpat, ofos vuy Bporot aot. Hdc enim ut bomexnm ita feculernm notatur diffe- 
rentia. Vell. Paterc. lib. 1. | 

h Vide Dacier, Du Pin, &c. concerning the Arundetian Marble. “ 

i Cicero Qu. Tufcul. |. 5. k Strabo, /. 10. I Plut. vita Lycurgi. 

m” Ayov “Opnes K, “Hoice's, of Adrian’s Oracle. 0 Plin. /. 30. cap. 2. 

° Seneca Ep. 88. - concerning Didymus. | 
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Adrian afterwards, ‘that fays he was born in Ithaca. There are 
Cuftoms of fEolia and Aigyp cited from his Works, to make 
out by turns, andwith the fame Probability, that he belong’d 
to each of thenu.:: There was a School fhew’d for his at Col- 
phon, and a Tomb at:lo, both of equal Strength to prove he had 
his Birth in either; . As for'the Athenans, they challeng’d him 

‘as born where they had a Cobwy; or elfe in bebalf of Greece in 
- general,-and as the Mezropols of its Learning, they made his Name 
free of their: City, (gu. Licena & Mutia lege, {ays * Politian) 
after the manner:of that Law by which all /taly became free of 
Rome. All thefe-bdve their. Authors.to. record their Titles, but 
ftill the Weight of the Queftion feems -to lie between Smyrna 
and Chios, which we muft therefore takeia little more notice of. 
That Homer then'was born ‘at Swyrua is’ endeavour’d to be 
prov'd by an ‘Epzgram, recorded to have been under the Statue 


of Pififiratus at Athens ; by the Reports mention’d in Cicero, . 


Strabo, and A. Gellius; and by the Greek ‘Lives, which are 
prefix’d to him with the. Names of Herodotus, Plutarch, and 
Proclus; as alfo the twoithat are anopymous. | For this the 
* Smyrneans built him a Temple, caft Medals-of him, and grew 
fo: pofleft of his having been ‘theirs, .that it is faid they burn’d 
Zorus for affronting themiin the Perfon of Homer. ‘On the 
other hand, the Chsans. plead the ancient-Authorities of ‘Simonides 
and 'Theocritus for:his being born among them. They mention 
a Race they had, call’d the Homeride, whom they reckon’d his 
Pofterity ; they caft Medals of him; they fhew to this Day an 
Homerium, or Temple of Homer, near Bollsffus ; and clofe their 
Arguments with a Quotation.from the Hymn to _— (which 
is acknowlede’d for Homer’s by *Thucyaides) where h 

felf} ““ The blind Man that inhabits Chsos.” The Reader has 
here the Sum of the large Treatife of Lee Allatsus, written par- 


Pp Politian. Pref. »s Homerum: a | 
4 Epigram ox Pififtratus s* the. anonymans Life before Homer. 
© Vitruvius Proem. /.7. _ .; | 
* Simonides Frag. de brevstat. Vite, quoting a Verfe of Homer, 
“Ey 4 To xeAdtsov XiG- team sy gine. 
¢ Theocritus ss Diofcuris, 
| XiG& aides; 


‘Tyvicas Tose poto won x) vias Ayojoy, 
Thtadas ts wayas. 4 
« Thucyd. 45. 3. 
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ticularly on this Subje&“, in which, after having. feparately 
weigh’d the Pretenfions of all, he concludes for Chios. , For my 
part, I determine nothing in a Point of fo much Uncertainty ; 
neither which of thefe was honour’d with his Birth, nos whether 
any of them was, nor, .again, whether each may not‘have pror 
duc’d his own Homer ; fince “Xenophon {ays, there were many o} 
the Name. . But one cannot avoid being furpriz’d at the prodi- 
gious Veneration of his Character, patie 3 could engage Mankind 
with fuch Eagernefs in a Point fo little effential ; that Kings 
fhould fend to Oracles for the Enquiry of his:Birth-place ; that 
Citics fhould be in Strife about it, and whole Lives of learned Men 
employ’d upon it; that fome fhould write Tréatifes concerning it ; 
that others fhould call up Spirits unavailingly ; that thus, in fhort, 


Heaven, Earth and Hell fhould be.fought to, for the Decifion 


of a:Queftion:which terminates in Curiofity only. a 

If we endeavour to find the Parents of Homer, we imme- 
diately perceive the Search is fruitlefs. "Ephorus has made Mazon 
to be his Father, . by a Niece whom he deflour’d; -and this has 
fo far obtain’d, .as to give him the derivative Name of Maonides. 
His Mother (if we allow the Story of Mon) is call’d Crythers : 
But we are lott. again-in Uncertainty if we fearch farther ; for 
Suidas has mention’d. Fumetis or Polycafie ; and * Paufanias, 


‘Clymene or: Themifto; which happens, becaufe the contefting 


Countrys find out Mothers of their own. for him. Tradition 


has.in this cafe afforded us no. more Light, than what may ferve 


to fhew its Shadows in a Gonfufion:; they ftrike the Sight with 
fo equal a Probability, that we are in doubt which to chufe,. and 
muft pafs the. Queftion undecided.. 

If we enquire concerning his own Name, even that is doubted 
of. He has been call’d Melefigenes from the River where he 
was born. Homer has been reckon’d an afcititious Name, from 
fome Accident in his Life: The Certamen Homericum calls him 
once 4uletes, perhaps from his mufical Genius; and * Lucan, 
Tigranes; it may be from a Confufion with that 7sgranes or 


—'Tigretes, who was Brother of Queen Atemifia, and whofe 


Name has been fo far mingled with his, as to make him be 


w Leo Allatius de Patria Homeri. . 7 x Xenophon de LEguivocis. 
y Plut. wt2a Hom. ex Ephoro. . 2 Paufanias, /. 10. 
2 Lucian’s trae Hiftory, 1. 2. b Suidas de Tigrete. 


elteem‘d 
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efteem’d: Author of fomre of tlie. leffer Works: which are. afcrib’d 
to Homer. | \t:-may not-be-amifs. to: clofe thefe. Criticifms with 
that agreeable :Derifion! wherewith Lactan ‘treats. the .over~-bufy 
‘umour of. Grammaridns in their Search after ‘minute ahd. im- 
poflible Enquiries, when he feigns, that he had talk’d over the 
Point with Homer in the Ifland of the Blaffed. «<< Y'ask’d: him, |... - 
‘favs he, ,of what Country he 'was?~a Queftion hard to be 
“‘ refolv’d wath Us: ‘to which: he. anfwer'd, He could not ‘€er+ 
‘° tainly tell, ‘becanfe fome had. inform’d-him, “that he was of 
“Chios, fome:of Smyrna, and others of Colophon ;' but he took 
« himfelf for a. Babylonian ; called Tegranes, while he liv’d among 
“‘ his Cquntry-men:,..and Homer, while’ he: was ‘an Hoftage 

‘§ among the Greciamss? ot Pea HE a 

; Atchis Birth he. appeats not tovhave beey dip, whatever he His Blind- 
might be aftérwards. .. The * Chizn Medal of ‘him { which is of _ 
great Antiquity, according to Leo Allatms): feats him with a 
Volume pen, and reading intently : But there-is- no ‘need of 
Proofs, from Antiquity for ‘that which every‘Line of his Works 
will demonftrate. With what an Exa@nefs, agreeable to the na* 
tural-Appdarance of ‘Things, ‘do :his:Cities' ftatid;;’ his Mountains 
rife, : bis Rivers wind, :and his Regions lie extended » How beau- 
tifully are ‘the: Surfaces iof all things‘drawn ny their: Figntes; and 
adose’d with their Paintings’ Whati-Addgels-in- A@ion;’ what 
nifible Gharkéters of the-Paffions infpiric his ‘Heroes’? : It is‘ not 

ta ‘be imagin’d;’ that a Man could have been‘ always blind; ‘who 
thls inimitably. copies Nature, who ‘gives evéry where the proper 
Prdpartion; Figure, Colour, and Life: °“ ‘Duadnd fi quis cecum 

&S genitum. parat ({ays *Paterculai) omnsbus fenfibus orbus eff :” 
He mut certainly have beheld the Creation; ‘eotifider'd it with 
a.Jahg: Attentjon,. and enrich’d his Fancy bythe moft fenfible 
Knowledge of thofe Ideaswhich he makes the Reader fee while 


dal j S Ghicd Ag 


he. but-defcribes:themy.) 08! but roe T oi 
.) As he grew: forward in ¥ears;he was train’d up-to Learning His Educa- 
(if. we credit *Dsodornus} under one—“Pronapides; a Marr of ex- ae 
“< cellent natural Endowments, who taught'the Pelajgick Letter 
<¢ invented by Livus.” From him:might he-Jearn to preferve 

ae eee oe eee ae 


Af, Bese es aes 2 ae ee ee ee ee rere 
7 re TRG Medal is. exhibined. at spe beginning of this Effay.: <0 0: Ce ae a a 
: ; . Patercylus, 4, ) Pe Mase aes Te 7 c ¢: Diad’: Sie. i. 3. ye 
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his Poetry by committing it to Writing ;, which we. mention, 
becaufe it. is generally believ’d * no Poems before his were fo 
preferv’'d.; and he himfelf in the: third Line of his Batrochomu- 
omachsa (if that Piece be allowd to be his) exprefsly {peaks of 
‘ writing his Works in his 7adlets. efPnn % 
HisTravels, When he was of riper Years, for his farther Accomplifhment, 
and the Gratification of his Thirft of Knowledge, he {pent a 
confiderable part of his time in travelling. Upon which ‘ac- 
count, ® Proclus has taken notice that he muft have abounded 
in Riches: ‘‘ For long Travels, fays he, occafion high Expen- 
‘< ces, and efpecially at thofe times when Men could neither 
“* fail without imminent Danger and Inconveniences, nor had 
“4 regulated manner of Commerce with one another.” This 
way adie appears very probable; and if it does not 
rove him to have been rich, it fhews him, at leaft, to have 
Pad Patrons of a generous. Spitit, who, obferving the Vaftnefs 
of his Capacity, heliev’d. themfelves beneficent to Mankind, 
while they fupported one’ who feem’d born for fomething ex- 
traordinary, i 4 
Algypt being’ at that time the Seat of Learning, the greateft 
Wits and Genius’s of Greece .uv¥d to travel thither. Among 
thefe * Dsodorus.reckons Homer, and-to ftrengthen his Opinion, 
-  allledges that Multitude of theit Notions which he has receiv’d 
into his Poetry, and of their Guftoms, to which he alludes in 
his Fiétions: Such as his Géas, which. are nam’d from the firft 
Sigyptian. Kings ;..the Number of the. Mz/es taken from the 
nine Minfirels which attended Ofyris ;. the Feaft wherein: they 
us’d to fend their Statues of ‘the Deities into Azhsopia, and to 
return after twelve Days ; .and the carrying their dead Bodtes 
over the Lake to a pleafant Place call’d Acherufia near Mem- 
pbis, from whence arofe the Stories. of Charon, Styx, and Ely- 
fium. Thefe are Notions which fo abound in him, as to make 
' Herodotus fay, He had introduc’d from thence the Religson. of 


¢ Jofeph. cont. Apion, lea. a ee: ; _ 
| ; ; —— adoidns 


Hy vbov-dv cuNTorasw'isots Ot -youvect Sijxa.  Batroch: : 
8 Procl. w#2 Hom. | h Diod Sic. Jur. | _— 
i “Hetocloy 48 xh ‘Opnegy Printav revegnocioics erect conte paiv xecoBurieus yet, xd 
xrtoat* Srot Gat of roulccvres Osoyoviny “ENAnot, x, rotot Gcofat ras txowuulas dwres, x, 
Tics Te K, Teyvas dishovTes, x ice aurow onanvavres. Herodot.J.2. 
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Greece. And if others have believ’d he was an Agyptian, from 
his Knowledge of their Rites and Traditions which were re- 
veal’d but to few ; and of the Arts and Cuftoms which were pra- 
&is'd among them in general; it may prove at leaft thus much, 
that he was there in his Travels. : 

- As Greece was in all Probability his native Country, and had 
then began to make an Effort for Learning, we cannot doubt 
but he travel’d there alfo, with a particular Obfervation. He 
ufes the different Dzaleés which were {poken in its different Parts, 
as one who had been converfant with them all. But the Argu- 
ment which appears moft irrefragable, is to be taken from his Ca- 
talogue of the Sheps: He has there given us an exact Geography 
of Greece; where its Cities, Mountains, and Plains, are parti- 
cularly mention’d ; where the Courfes of its, Rivers are trac’d 


out ; where the Countrys: arevlaid -in order, their Bounds — 


affign’d, and the ufes of their Soils’ {pecify’d ; which the An- 
cients, who compar’d it with the Original, have allowd to be 
fo true in. all Points, that it could never have been. owing to 
a .loofe and cafual Information. Even: S%rabo’s Account of 
Greece. is but a kind of Commentary'upon Homer's, 3 
- We may carry this ig eawee farther, to fuppofe his having 
been round Afia Minor, from his exact Divifion of the Regnum 
Priam: vetus (as Horace calls it) into its feparate Dynafties, and 
the Account he gives of the bordering Nations in Alliance with 


23 


it. Perhaps too, in the Wandrings of Usy/Jes about Sics/y, whofe 


Ports and neighbouring Iflands are mention’d; ‘he might. con- 
trive to fend his Heroe where he had made his own Voyage 
before. Nor will the Fables he has intermingled be:any Obje- 
ction ta his having travel’d in thofe Parts, fince they. are: not 
related as the Hiftory of the prefent time, but: the Tradition of 
the former:.’ His mention of Thrace, his Defcription ‘of ‘the 
Beats of Lyb:a, and of the Climate in. the Fortunate Iflands, 


may feem alfo to give us a view of him in the Extreams of — 


the Earth, where it was not barbarous or uninhabited. - It is 
hard to {ét. limits to the Travels of a Man,. who has fet. none 


to that defire’ of Knowledge which made him undertake them.: . 


Who can fay what People:he has.not feen, who appears to be 
vers'd in the Cuftoms of all? He takes the Globe for the Scene 
in which he introduces his Subjects; he launches forward intre- 


pidly, 
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Leagues with a Mixture of Trajan and Spartan Ceremonies: 'He 
could then.compare the Confafion of ‘a Multitude ta that Tu 
mutt he had obferv'd in the learsan Sea, dafhing ‘and bredka 
ing among its Crowd of Hlands: He could reprefent the Num> 
bers: of an Army,. by thofe Flocks; of "Swans he had {edn on 
the: Banks of the‘ Gay/far ; ‘ or-being to.:defcribe rhat' Heat: af 
 Rattel with which chides drove the 7ryans into the River, “he 
could Uluftrate in With an Allnfion from Gyrene or Cyprus, where, 
when the Inhabitants burnid thein Fields; ; the Grafs:hoppers fled 
befare..she Fire to. perifh ia the Qeean.):.His Rancy being filly 
replenifh’d, might fupply bim with every proper occafiohal hmage} 
and his Saul after having dalarg’d itfelf, and taken iry-an exren- 
five Variery of the Creation, might be equal to the Task of axl 
Thad awd an OAffass i 
sie a Age ;. Im his Age, we -héar he fell blind, and fettled at Chios, ashe 
me" Gys' in the Hymu to Apollo, which (as is before obferv’d) ig 
acknowledg’d for'his. by Fbacydides,: and ‘might :occafion bork 
Stmouides and Theetritus to-call! him! a Chian. *° Strabo ‘relaves; 
That-Lyowrges, the great Legillator of Sparta, was réported v6 
have gone to Ghios to. havea. Conference. with Homer, after he 
had fiudy'd :thd:Lavws af Grete.and Aigyp in order to form his 
Conftitutions. » Hi thas ‘be true, vhow much a nobler-Reprefen~ 
tation does. it..give.df him,-and indéed. more. agreeable-to whad 
we canceive of this: mighty‘Gempis, than shofe fpurious: Accounts 
which keep himn‘down among the meaneft of Mankind? What 
an: Ideasiceald wwe: frame‘ to our. felves of.'a Converfation;: hetd 
between two Perfaris' fo canfiderable ;'. 4. Philofopher -confcions 
of the Force of Poetry, and:a Poet: knqwing in the ‘Depths -of 
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Philofophy ; both their Souls improv’d with Learning, both emi- 
nently rais’d above little Defigns, or the meaner kind of Intereft, 
and mectinig. together to cconfult the Good of Mankind? But in 
this, I have only indutg’d a, Thought which is-not to be infifted 
upon; the Evidence bf Hiftory rather tends to prove that Ly- 
curgus brought his Works from, 2fa after his Death: . which 
® Proclus imagities to have happen’d ata great old Age, on ac- 
count of his Circumference of Learning, for which a fhort 
Life could never fuffice. ile: che 1a _ Ss 
_ Jf we would now make a Conjecture concerning the Genius His Chara: 
and Temper of this great Man; perhaps his Works, which would yy"7”% 
not furnith us with Facts for his Life, will be’ more reafonably 
made ufe of to give us a Picture of his Mind: To,this end there- 
fore, we may Pter the’ very Name and Notion ofa Book to 
vanifh for a while, and look upon what is left: us as a Conver- 
fation, in order to gain an Acquaintarice with Homer. Perhaps 
‘the general Air of his Works will become the general Chara@er 
of his Genius, and the particular. Obfervations give fome Light 
to the particulat Turns of his Temper. His comprehenfive Know- 
ledge fhews that his Soul was not forna’d like a narrow Chanel: for 
a fingle Stream, but as an Expanfe which might receive an Ocean 
into its Bofom; that he had the ftrongeft Defire of Improve- 
ment, and an unbounded Curiofity, which made its Advantage 
of every tranfient Circumftance, or obvious Accident. His. 
folid and fententious Manner'may make us admire him for-a Man 
of Judgment; one who, in the darkeft Ages, could enter far. into 
a Difguifition of human Nature; who, notwithftanding <all the 
Changes which Governments, Manners, Rites, and even the — 
_ Notions of Virtue have undergone, could ftill abound with fo 
many Maxims correfpondent to Truth, and Notions applicable 
tofo many Sciences. The Fire, which is fo obfervable in his Poem, 
as to give every thing the moft active Appearance, may make 
us naturally conjecture him to have been of a warm Temper, 
and lively Behaviour; and the pleafurable Air which every 
where over{preads it, may give.us reafon to think, that Fire 
of Imagination was temper’d with Sweetnefs and Affabjlity.. If 
we farther obferve the Particulars he treats of, and imagine that 
_ P Prock ota Hom. 
he 
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he laid a Strefs upon the Sentiments he delivers, purfuant to his 
real Opinions; we fhall rake him to be of a religious Spirit, by 
his inculcating in almoft every Page the worfhip of the Gods, | 
We fhall imagine him’to be a generous Lover of his Countrey, 
from ‘his care to extol it every where: which is carry’d to fach 
aheighth, as to make *Plwtarch obferve, That though ‘many 
of the Barbarians are made Prifoners or Suppliants, yet nei- 
ther of thefe difgraceful Accidents {which are common to alf 
Nations in War) ever happens to one Greek throughout his 
Works. We fhall take him to ‘be a compaffionate Lover 
of Mankind, from his numberlefs Praifes of Hofpitality and 
Charity ;. (if indeed we are not to account for em, as the com- 
mon Writers of his Life imagine, from his owing his Support 
to thefe Virtues.) Ie might-feem from his Love of Stories, with 
his manner of telling them fometimes, that he gave his own 
Pidture when he painted his Neftor, and, as wife as he was, was 
no Enemy to Talking. One would think from his Praifes of 
‘Wine, his copious’Goblets, and pleafing Defcriptions of Ban- 
quets, that he was addicted to a chearful, fociable Life, which 
Horace takes notice of as a kind of Tradition ; | 


“ Lanudibus arguitur vins vinofus Homerus.” — Ep. 19. Lt. 


And that he was not (as may be guefs’d of /zrgl from his Works) 


averfe to the Female Sex, will appear from his care to paint 
them amiably upon all occafions: His Andromache and Penelope 


are in each of his Poems moft fhining Characters of conjugal 


Affection ; even his He/ena herfelf is drawn with all the Softnings 
imaginable; his Souldiers are exhorted to combat with the hopes 
of Women ; his Commanders are furnifh’d with far Slaves in 
their Tents, nor is the venerable Veffor without a M;/re/s. 

Te is true, that in this way of turning a Book into a Man, this 
reafoning from his Works to himfelf, we can at beft but hit off 
a few Out-ftrokes of a Character: Wherefore I fhall decline 
the carrying it into more minute Points, and conclude with 


one Difcovery which we may make from his Stlence, a Dif- 


covery extreamly proper to be made in this manner, which 
is, that he was of a very modeft Temper. There is in all | 


q Plutarch de And. Poetis. 
other 
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other Poets a Cuftom of {peaking ‘of themfelves, and a Vanity 
of promifing “Eternity to their “Writings: In both which 
Homer, who. has. the-beft Title to {peak out, is altogether 
flent. As to the laft of them,. the’World has made him am- 
ple Recompence ; it has given hirn ‘that Eternity he would not 
promife himfelf : But whatever Endeavours: have‘ been offet’d in 
refpect of the former, we find our felves ftill under an irrepa- 
rable Lofs. ‘That which- others have faid of him has amounted 
to no more than Conjecture:; that which I have faid is no far+ 
ther to be infifted ‘on: Ihave us’d the liberty which is indulg’d 
me by Precedent, to give in my Opinions among the Accounts 
of others, and the World may be pteas'd ‘to receive them as fo 
many willing Endeavonts to gratify its Curiofity. 
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The only unconteftable Works which Homer has left behind Catalgue of 


him are the Jhad and Odyfes:. The Batrachomnomachia ot 
Battle of the Frogs and Mice, has been difputed, ‘but is however 
allow’d for his by many. gréat Authorities ; amongft whom ‘Sta- 
tius has reckond it like the Culex of Virgil, a Trial of his Force 
- before his: larger Perfotmances.: It is indeed-a beautiful Piece 


5 4) 


of Raillery, in which a great Writer may delight to unbend him- - 


felf; an Inftance of that agreeable Trifling, which has been at 
{ome time or: other indulg’d by the fine Genrus’s, and the Off- 
{pring of that amufing and chearful Humour, which generally 
accompanies the Character of a rich Imagination, like a Vein 
of Mercury running mingled with a Mine of Gold. oe 

The Hymns have been doubted alfo, and attributed by the 
Scholiafts to Cynethus the Rhapfodi? ; but notwithftanding the 
Tradition, neither ‘Thucydides, ‘Lucian, not “Paxfanias, have 
{crupled to cite them as genuine. We have the Authority of 
the two former for that to Apollo, the’ it be obferv’d that the 
word Néuee is‘ found in it, which the Book de Poeff Homerica 
(afcrib’d to Plutarch) tells us, was'not in ufe in Homer's Time. 
We have alfo an Authority of the laft for a * Hymn to Ceres, 
of which he has given us a Fragment. That to Mars is objected 
againft for mentioning Tugdnes, and that which is the firft ro 


Minerva for ufing Tux, both of them being (according to the | 


r Statius Pref. ad Sylu.t | sThucyd. 43. °- * tt Bucian Phalaria. 4. 
_ ~~ u Paufan. Bozic. Sw Pants Meffer, 7 
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Author of the Treatife before mention’d) words of a later In- 
vention. The Hymn to Venus has many of its Lines copy’d 
by Virgil in the Enterview between A‘neas, and that Goddefs 
in the firft everd: But whether thefe Hymns are Homer's or 
not, they are always judg’d to be near as ancient, if not of the 
fame Age with him. | | oO : 

The Epigrams are extracted out of the Life faid to be 
written by Herodotus, and we leave them as fuch to ftand or 
fall with it; except the Epitaph on Midas, which is of very an- 
cient Authority, quoted without its Author both by *P/ato and 
Y Longinus, and (according to *Laertis) afcrib’d by Stmonides to 
Cleobulus the wife Man ; who living long after Homer anf{wers 


_ better to the Age of Midas the Son of Gordtas. 


The Margites, which is loft, is faid by *rifotle to have 
been a Poem of a comick Nature, wherein Homer made ufe of 
Tambick Verfes as proper for Raillery.. It was a Jeft upon the 
Fair Sex, and had its Name from one Margites, a weak Man 
who was the Subject of it. The Story is fomething loofe, as 
may be feen by the Account of it ftill preferv’d in *Eaftathius’s 
Comment on the Odyffes. 3 | 

The Cercopes was.a Satyrical Work which is alfo loft; we 
may however imagine it was level’d againft the Vices of 
Men, if our Conjecture be right that it was founded upon the 
‘old Fable of the Cercopes, a Nation who were turn’d into 
Monkies for their Frauds and Impoftures. 

~The Deftruttion of OEchalia, was a Poem of which (according 
to Euftathius) Hercules was the Heroe; and the Subje@, his ra- 
vaging that Countrey ; becaufe Hurts the King had deny’d him 
his Daughter Jole. —— | 

The Litas Minor was a Piece which included both the taking 
of Troy, and the return of the Grecsans ; In this was the Story 
of Ssnon, which Varg:l has made ufe of: “Aréffotle has judg’d it 
not to belong to Homer. | 

The Cypriacks, if it was upon them that Meviws founded his 
Thas Cypria, (as * Mr. Dacser conjectures) were the Love- 


x Plat. i Phed. y Longin. §. 36. Ede. Tollii. 2 Laertius zz vita Cleobuli. 
a Arift. Poet. cap. 4. b Euftath. #2 Odyff. 10. ¢ Ovid Meram. |. 14. de Cercop. 


4 Arift. Poet. cap. 24. ¢ Dac. on Arilt. Poet. cap. 24. f Herod. /. 2. 
| Adventurers 


Adventures of the Ladies at the Siege: :thefe are rej ected 

by ‘Herodotus, for faying that Raris brought Helen to Troy in 

three Days ;; whereas Homer ‘afflerts they were long driven 

from Place to Place. oo = 

’ There are alfo other Things afcrib’d to him, fuch as the 
Heptapettion Goat ,.the Avachnomachia, Sc. in the ludi- 

crous Mantier; andthe Thebas, Epigonz; or fecond Siege of 

Thebes, the Phocais, Amazomsa, &c. in-the ferious: which, 

if they were his, are now. to be.reputed.a real Lofs ‘to the 
learned World. Time, in fome Things, may have prevail’d 

over Homer himfelf, . and left.only the. Names. of thefe Works 

as Memorials that. fiich weré,in being; but while the Jad and 

Odyffés xemain, -he {eems likea Leader, who; tho’ he may 

have fail’d.in aSkitmith, has ‘carry’d a Victory, for which: he 

pafles in Triumph: through. all furureAges,) 9 «8 0 

| Sg tye ale Asean Te ee ee 

THE Remains:we ‘have at prefede of thofe ‘Monuiments Monu- 
Antiquity. had fram’d for him, are’ bny.few.. It eduld nat be Coin: Msi- 
thought that they!who knew fo little jof: the Life of Homer, Des.ronein 
could, have.a right Kinowledge>of his Perfon ;yét had they 
Statues of him as oftheir Gods, whofe Forms they had. never 

feen. ., “< Quinim) -que nor unt; fingunter (lays.+Pliny)' pa- 

“ riantaue, defidentas non tradsti vultuss fica: in. Hotnéro 
“-event.”.. But, tho’. the--ancient: Portraits - of -him feem . 
purely :ngsional, . yet-they agreé ‘(as I ghink * Fabretti has’ bb- 
ferv'd)-.in seprefenting him -with a‘ thort curld Beard, and 
diftin@;: Marks’ of Age in his’ Forehead.:i “Thatiwhich ‘is {pre- 

fix'd tp. this Book, is taken. from an: ancient Marble Bult’; 

in the ,Balate ,of Farnefe at Rome. ees 21S ie ) hes 

In Belefas. near: Ghios there 1s a Rup, cwhich wasifhown for 
the Hogfe of Homer, which ‘Leo Allattas went-on Pilgrimage: 
to vifit; and (ashe tells us) ‘found nothing bur: ws few. Stones’ 
< ° ‘ ° : 3 °° eee 
crumbling away with Age, over. which he: apd: his Compas 
hions wept for Satisfaction. - pe | 


ea eenewenieoams oF Ee Oe ewe EOD 
ge = oe a 0 ao - ao 


: r rn aa ee 52% ‘4 4 : 


“f Herod." 2.  gPliny, 1.3y.¢.2. "  ° Raph. Fabret. Explicasio Veterss 
Tabelhe Anaglyphe Hom. Iliad. i Leo Allat. de patria Hom. cap. 13. 


poy ie? I They 


30 


AR: Es SAY 0M. Homer. 


| Ehey erected Temples to Hasser in Sarna, as appears 
from SCicera; one of thefe is fapposid ta be: yer extant, and 
the fame which they thew for the Temple of Janu, ‘kt 
agrees with 'Strabo’s Defcription, a {quare Building of Scone, 
near a River thoughs ta be the A& a, with two Doors op- 
polite tg each other, Neoxth and South, and a large Niche 
within rhe Eaft-Wall, where the Image: fboad; Bur M. Spon 
denies this to be the true Homerton, tit oe 
' Of the Medals truck for hin, there ase. fame both of Chios 
and Sxeyxsa ftilk in being, and exhibited at the bear ning ef 
this, Eflay. ‘She moft valuable’ with reffie& to the Large 
nefs of the Head is: that af Ameri, which is éarefalty co- 
pied from an Original belonging ta the prefene Eat} of em- 
gr0KR, 4nd is the fame which Grenonius: Cempe us:and-Dacier 
have Copies of, bue very incotredthy performed, 5 

But that which of all the Remains has been of late the 
chief Amufement of the Learned, is the Marble call’d his 
Jperbeofis, ‘the Work of Archelaus af Pomne, -and- now: in- the 


4 ‘Palace ef Galarna, . We fee. there. a Témple he with: ies 


Meal, where Homen is plactd ona Sear with, a Foor of te ir: 


9s, he has defcrib’d ete Seats.of tis: Gods, fapported: on ‘eaclz 
fide with Figutes known for the Abad: and the Odyffes, the one 
by-the Sword, the ether by the Oxnament ‘of a-Skip, whieh 
denates the Voyages af Wes. Om cach fiche of his Foot- 
ooh are Mae, in-Allufon:: to: the: Butvachomuomachia: 
Bebind, is Fase waicinig upon him, anda: Pygure with Torrera 
Om its Head, wich: fogmifies the World, trowning him with 
the: Laudel. Before hibs is an Alvar, ar whielt all the Ary 
ave Acrificing ta him: asta. their: Deity.:: On ore fide‘of the 
Altar ftands a Boy, reprefenting Adyholpy, ‘on the.. other, a 
Woman, : reprefenting, Alifony ; “after her it Poewry Brin ging 
the: Sacred: Hives; amd in. &. long following. Frain; Tragedy,’ 
Gomedy, Nature, -Variue; Mesmriy, Rhetorick, and WOfdim.: 
in, all: thei proper Atcimades. 9) fa 
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S E C YY. IL 
AVIN G now finiftrd what was propos’d concerniiig 
H the Hiftory of Homer's Life, I i geome to that 
of his Works; and confidering him no longer as a 
Man, but as an Author, profeeute the Thread of his Stoty 
in this his fecond Life, thro’ the different Degrees of Efteem 
which thofe Writings have: obtain’d in. different Petiods 
of Fime. i oe ee 
It has been the fortune’ of feverat great Genius’s hot to‘ be 
hnown while they liv’d, -ether for want of Hiftorians, ‘the 
Meannefs of Forvariec, or the Love of Retirement, to which 
% Poetical Temper is peculiarly addicted. Yet after Death 
their Works give themfelves a Life in Fame, without the 
help. of an Hiftoriant; atid; notwithftanding rhe Meannefs 
f their Author, or his Love of Retreat, they go forth: 
among Mankind, the Glories of that Age which’ produc’d 
them, and the Delight of thofe which ‘folfow it.. ‘This is 
a Fate particularhy verify’d'in Homer, than whom no confi+ 
derable Author is fefs known as to himfelf, or more highly 
valu'd ag to his Produ@tens: - = ot ee 
- The earliefe Account of thefe is faid by “Phitarch to be Te fit 
forme time after his: Death ;’ when Lycargus fail’ to. Afia * of bis Work 
“ There he had the firft fight of Homer’s Works; which were 7" 
® probably preferv’d by she Grand-childremof Creophilus ; and - 
|. having obfervd that their’ pleafurable Air,'of Fiction did 
s not kinder thé Poets abonnding m Maxims~of-State, and 
© Rules of Morality,’ he:tranfcrib’d and carry’d with hint 
“shat ‘entire Colle@ion- we have now among us: For at’ 
. ghet time (continues this Aythor) there was orily an 6b- 
‘*:fcureCRumour int Greece to the Reputation of thefe Poems; 
‘© and. but’ a few featter’d Fragments handed abour, till Ly 
“ cargus: ‘Sepa tines entire.” Thtas* they were in danper. 
of being loft as for’ as rlrey were produced, by‘ the Mistor— 
tune of the Age, a want of “Fafte in Learning, or the mars 
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ner in which they were left to Pofterity, when they fell into 
the Hands of Lycurgus. He was.a Man of great Learning, 
a Law-giver ‘to a People divided and untractable, and one 
who had a Notion that Poetry influenc’d and civiliz’d the 
Minds of Men; which made him fmooth the way to his 


Conftitution by the Songs of Thales the Cretan, whom he en- 


gag’d to write upon Obedience and Concord. “As he propos’d 
to himfelf that the Conftitution he would raife ‘upon this 
their Union thould be.of a martial Nature, thefe Poems were 
of an extraordinary Value to him: for they came with a fall 
Force into his Scheme; the Moral they infpir’d was Unity ; 
the Air they breath’d was Martial; and their Story had this 
particular Engagement for the Lacedemonians, that it thewd 
Greece in War, and: Afa fubdwd' under. the Condué of one 
of their own Monarchs, who. commanded. all the Grecian 
Princes... Thus the.Poet. both, pleas’d the Law-giver, and the 
People: . from whence jhe. had a: double Influence when: the 
Laws were fettled. For, his Poem then became a Panegyrick 
on their Conftitation, .as well as a Regifter of their Glory ; 
and, confirm’d them in the Love of it. by. a gallant, Defcris 
ption of thofe Qualities and Actions for which it was adapted, 
This made *Cleomenes.call him The Poet of the Lacedzmonians; 
And therefore when we remember, that Homer owed the Pubs 
lication of his Works to Lycurgus; we fhould, grant,too, that 


\ 


* Lycurgus owed, in fome degree. the Enforcement of his Laws 


Their Re- 
ception in 
Greece 


to. the Works of Homer, . — 
-, At their firft Appearance in. 


ee ate a en, 
i , 1.Greéce, they were not ‘digefted 
into a regular Body, -but.remain’d as ‘they were brought over 
in feveral detach’d: Pieees, calf'd, (according to <A/an) from 
the Subject on which they treated; as the Batle at. she Shipsy 
the Death of Dolon, the Valour of Agamemnon, : the Patro» 
clea, the Grot of Calypfo, Slaughter of the Wooers,. and. the 
like. Nor were thefe. entitled, Books, but Rhapfodies ; from 
whence they who fung'them ,had the Title of Rhap/adifs. 
It was in this manner.they began to be difperft, while their 
Poetry, their Hiftory; the Glory they. afcrib’d to Greece .in, 
general, the particular Defcription they, gave of it, and the; 


 —— oer 
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Compliment they paid to every little State by an honourabld 
mention, ‘fo influene’d all, that they were tranf{crib’d and fang 
with general a But what feems to have moft re- 
commended them was, that Gréece which’ could not be 
great in its divided, Condition, looked upon the Fable of 
them as a likely Plan of future Grandeur. They feem from 
thenceforward to have had an Eye upon the Conqueft of Afa ; 
as a proper Undertaking which by its Importance might 
occafion Union enough to give’ a Diverfion from Civil Wars, 
and. by its Profecution bring in an Acquifition of Honour 
and Empire. This is the meaning of ‘//ocrates, when he tells 
us, That ‘“‘ Homer’s Poetry was in the greater Efteem, becaufe 
“ it gave exceeding Praife to thofe who fought againft the 
“ Barbarians. Our Anceftors (continues he) honour’d it 
“¢ with a Place in Education and mufical Contefts, that by 
“ often hearing it we fhould have a Notion of an original 
“< Enmity between us and thofe Nations ; and that admiring 
“ the Virtue of thofe who fought at Zroy, we fhould be in- 
“© duc’d to emulate their Glory.”\ And indeed they never 
guitted this thought,.’eill they had fuccefsfully carry’d their 
Arms where-ever Homer might thus excite them: _ 


° 
o w* 


But while his Works were fuffer’d to lie in an titiconneéted Digefed ieit 
manner, the Chain of Story was not always perceiv’d, fo-that thens. 
they loft much oftheir Force and Beauty by-being read dif- 
orderly: Wherefore as Lacedemen had the firft Honour of 
their Publication by Lycargas, that of their Regulation fell 
to the fhare of Athens in the time of *So/on, who himfelf made 
a Law for their recital: It was then that Pe/j/tratus, the Ty- 
rant of Athens, who was a Man of.great Learning and Elo- 
quence (as ‘Cscero has it) firft put together the confus’d Parts 
of Homer, according to that Regularity in which they ate now 
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handed ‘dowfito'ns. He divided them into the two diferent 
Works, -entitled the [Had and Odyffes; he digelbed each act 
cording to the Author's defign, - to-make their Plahs become 
evident ; and-ditinguifh’d cach again into twenty four Books: 
td which weré'-afterwards | préhx’d - the twenty ‘four Letters: 
There is a Paflage indeed in § Plato, which takes this Work 
from Pififirains, ‘by givitig it to his Son Hypparchus; with 
this ‘addition; ‘that he comimanded. them to be fafig at ‘the 
Foett cal’d Panathenea.: Perhaps it’ may be, 4s “Leo Ailatins 
has imagin’d, betayfe’ the: Soh ‘publiflrd the Copy more dors 
rely: This he offers, to teconcite fo ereaie 4 Teftimohy -as 
Plates to the 'Cloud of Witnefles which are againtt - him 
in it: But be thar as ic ‘will, ‘bent till claims its proper 
Honour of refcuing the Father of Learning from the Injuries 
of Time, of having reftdr'd'Fomer to hinfel¥, and given 
the World a view of him in‘ his Perfe@tion. So that if ‘his 
Y eres were before admir’d for their Ue: anid Beauty, as the 
Stars were before they were confider’d in 4 Sy few of Science ; 
they are now admir’d much more for their gracefil ‘Harmany, 
and that Sphere of Order in-which they appear to‘move. They 

e Pleafiire of the Wits of Greeie: 


‘more the Subject of their Studies, and the Employment. of 
| their’ Pens. Nase Ge | oe 4 ee | i 


- About the time that ‘this new Edition of Homer was pub- 
lith’d in Athens, there ‘was one Cynethus, a learned Rhap- 
fochft, ~who {as the ‘Scholiaft of Pindar informs us) -fettled firt 
at Syracufe in‘that Eniployment ; and if (as Leo Allatius be- 
fieves) he had been ‘before an Affiftant in the Edition, he 
may be fuppos’d to have -firft carry’d it abroad. But it was 


not Jong preférv’d correé aniong’ his Followers ; they com* 


= 4 


mitted Miftakes in their Tranf{criptions and Repetitions, and 
had--even the i eee alter fome Lines, and interpo- 
late others. “Fhus the Works of Homer ran the danger of 
being utterly defaced ; which made it become the Concern of 
Kings and Philofophers, that they fhould be reftor’d to their 


Primitive Beauty.” 
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“vm the Riont -of:thede is Menandar the Great; for whom 
they ‘will appear peculiarly caloulated, f'-we confider that 
no Bodks:more enliven:\ot flatres: perfonal Valour, which was 
great in him to what we.call Romantiek :-; Neither. has any 
Book more’ places applitable vo has! Defigas on Afia, or (as 
it happen’d): vo his Actes there: 1d was then nto ill Compli- 
ment in:*:4:ifotle to: purgel the Lad, iapon his account, from 
thofe Errots:and Additions which had crept jato it. And fo 
far was. Me xander himfelf from efteenhing ir a Matter of {mall 
imporrance;! ‘that he «afterwards | affi{ted ina ftrict Review of 
se with Ayancarchas and Cabjfthewesi; whether: it was meerly 
becaufe he efteem’d it a Treafury of msilicary Virtuc and Know- 
ledge ; or thatr (accordimg:no a:lare ingenious Conjecture) he 
had a farther Aim, id promoting the Propagation of it when 
he was ambitious to be :efteem’da Son. of ‘Fupizer ; as a Book 
which treating’ of the Sons of the Gods, might: make the In- 
rercourfe ‘between thein: ahd Maottals:‘ become a familiar No- 
tion. The’ Review :baing findh’d, :he laid‘it up in a Casker 
which was:found among the Spoils df Dursas as:what beft de- 
ferv’d fo ineflimable a2Cale; and -from’ this Circumftance it 
was vasa “Khe Faktwn of the Catkem 37> 
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The Edition 
in Macedon 
under Alex- 
ander. 


‘The Place where the Wotks of: Hogrer secre next found in Edicions ix 
the’ greaveft Regard; is Haypt; under the Reign of the Pro- “svt: 


loys. “Ebefe Kings bting defcerided from Greece retain’d 
‘always ‘a Paffién for their original Country... The Men, the 
Books, the Qualifications of it, were in efteem in their Court ; 
they preforr’d the Language in their Family ; they encourag’d 
» Concourte of learned Men ; erected the greateft Library in 
the World; ‘and traia‘d up their Princes under Grecian Tu- 
tors; among whom the. moft confiderable were appoiated for 
Revifers of Homer. The firlt. of thele was * Lenodotus, Li- 
brarty-Keepet to the firft Prolmy, and qualify’d for this Un- 
dertaking by being both a Poet, and a Grammarian ;.a com- 
— pomnded Character in which there was Fancy for a. Difco- 
“+ kPlut. invita Alexandri.- oe | 7 ra a 
4-Dierras yoy tis croploots F“Opencs wrornerees Ont Fe Naponx@ Acyoutwn Te’ Adeay- 
sada Te RS Kanddiodivlw %j "Avazapyay i ASHIG, x, oypaay oops tretla HaATADEeV~ 
iG» as Naponxc. Gv eupey cv Tispasnn Yann morwienas xarsonveruivay. Strabo, lib. 13. 
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very of Beauties, and a minutef Judgment for a Deteétion. of 
Faults. But neither his Copy nor that which his Difciple 
Ariftophanes had made, fatisfying Ariffarchus, (whom Ptolomy 
Phslometor had appointed over his Son Exergetes) he fet him- 
felf to another Correction with all the Wie and Learn- 
ing he was Mafter of. He reftor’d fome Verfes to their for- 
mer Readings, rejected others which he mark’d with Ode- 
lisks as {purioas, and proceeded with fuch induftrious Ac- 
curacy; that, notwithitanding there were fome who wrote 
againit his Performance, Antiquity has generally acquiefc’d 
in it. Nay, fo far have they carry’d their Opinion in his fa- 
vour, as to eall a Man an *4rsftarchus when they: meant to 
fay a candid, judicious Gritick ; in the fame manner. as they 
call the contrary a Zozlus, from that Zozlus who about this 
time wrote an envious Criticifm againft Homer: And now 
we mention thefe. two together, I fancy it will -be no {mall 
Pleafure to the benevolent Part of Mankind, to fee how their 
Characters ftand in Contraft to each other, for Examples to 
future Ages, at: the head of the two contrary forts of Criti- 
cifm, which ptoceed. from good Nature, or from ill Will: 
The one was honour’d with the Offices and Countenance of 
the Court; the other, ° when he apply’d to the fame Place 
for an Encouragement amongft the Men of Learning, had 
his Petition rejeéted: The one had his Fame continu’d ta 
Pofterity ; the otheris only. remember’d with Infamy: If 
the one had Antagonifts, they were oblig’d to pay him the 
deference of a formal Anfwer ; the other was. never anfwerd 
but in general, with thofe opprobrious Names of 7hracsan 
Slave and Rhetorical Dag: ‘The one is fuppos’d to have his 
Copy ftill remaining ; while the other’s Remarks are perifh’d 
as things that Men were afham’d to preferve, the juft De- 
fert of whatever arifes from the miferable Principles of ill 
Will or Envy. a | £3 
In Syria and It was not the Ambition of A/gypt only to have a 
aa“ F correct Edition of Homer. We find in the * Life of 
the Poet Avatus, that he, having finifh'd a Copy of the 
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Odyffes, was {ent for by Antiochus King of Syria, and enter- 
train'd by him while he finifh’'d one of the liad. We 
read too of others which were publifh’d with the Names of 
Countrys ; fuch as the *Maffalozick and Synopick: as if the 
World were agreed to make his Works in their Survival un- 
dergo the fame Fate with himfelf; and that as different Cities 
contended for his Birth, fo they might again contend for his 
true Edition. But though thefe Reviews were not peculiar 

to Aigypt, the greateft Honour was theirs, in that univerfal 
Approbation which the Performance of Ariflarchus receiv'd ; 
and if it be not his Edition which we have at prefent, we 
know not to whom to afcribe it. | 

- But the World was not contented barely to have fettled an * India and 
Edition of his Works. ‘There were innumerable Comments‘ 
in which they were open’d like a Treafury of Learning ; and 
Tranflations whereby other Languages became enrich’d by ® 
an Infufion of his Spirit of Poetry. ‘kan tells us, that 
even the /ndians had them in their Tongue, and the Perfian 
Kings fung them in theirs. *Per/izs mentions a Verfion into 
Latin by | pe and in general the Paflages and Imitations 
which are taken from him, are fo numerous that he may 

_ be faid-to have been tranflated by piecemeal into that, and | 
all other Languages. Which affords us this Remark, that 
there is hardly any thing in him, which has not been pitch’d 
upon by fome Author or other for a particular Beauty. 

It is almoft incredible to what an Height the Idea of that Tee Extent 
Veneration the Ancients paid to Homer will arife, to one 74%" 
who reads particularly with this view, through all thefe Pe-pytaion in 
tiods. He was no fooner come from his Obfcurity, but Greece World.” 
receiv'd him with Delight and Profit: There were then but 
few Books to divide their Attention, and none which had a 
better Title to engrofs it all. They made fome daily Difco- 
veries of his Beauties, which were {till promoted in their 
different Channels by the favourite Qualities of different Na- 
tions. Sparta and Macedon confider’d him moft in refpeé& 
of his warlske Spirn ; Athens and Aigypt with regard to his 
Poetry and Learnimg ; and all their Endeavours united under 
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the Hands of the Learned, to make him blaze forth into an’ 
univerfal Character. His Works; which from the beginning’ 
pafs'd for excellent Poerry, grew to be Hifory and Geography ; 
they -rofe to be a Magazine of Scrences ; were exalted into a 
Scheme of Religion; gave a Sandion to whatever Rites they 
mention’d ; were quoted in all Cafes for the Condud of Life, 
and learned by Heart as the very Book of Belief and Practice. 
From him the Poets drew their Inf{pirations; the Crzicks their 
Rules, and ‘the PdAzlofophers a Detence of their Opinions : 
Every Author was fond to ufe his Name; and every Profeffion 
writ Books upon him, ’till they fwell’d to Libraries. The 


Warriors form’d themfelves by his Heroes, and the Oracles 


The Decline 
of their Cha- 


racter 1” the 


_, deliver’d his Verfes for Anfwers.: ‘Nor was Mankind fatisfy’d 


to have thus feated his Character’ at the top of human Wit 
dom, « but being overborn with an imagination that he tran{ 
cended their Species, they admitted him to fhare in thofe 
Honours they gave the Deities. They inftituted Games for 
him, dedicated Statues, erected Temples, as at Swyrna, Chios 
and: Alexandria; and ‘Athan tells us, That when the 4rgives 
facrific’d with their Guefts, they us’d to invoke the Prefence 
of Apollo and Homer together. ‘ - . 
- Thus he was fettled’on a Foot of Adoration, and conti- 
nu’d highly venerated in the Roman Empire, when Chrifiia- 


beginning of nity began. ‘Heathenifm was then to be deftroy’d, and Homer 


Coriftianity. 


appear’d the Father of it; whofe Fictions were at once the 
Belief of the Pagan Religion, and the Objections of Chriftianity 
againft it. He became therefore very deeply involv’d 
in the Queftion ; and not with that Honour which hitherto 
attended him, but as a Criminal who had drawn the World 
into Folly. He was on one hand accus’d for having fram’d 
* Fables upon the Works of Mo/es; as the Rebellion of the 
Giants from the building of Bade/, and the cafting 4é or 
Strife out of Heaven from the Fall of Lucifer. He was ex- 
pos’d on the other hand for thofe which he is faid to invent, 
as when "4rnobias crys out, “ This is the Man who wounded 
* your Venus, imprifon’d your Mars, who free’d even your 
“¢ Fupiter by Briareus, and who finds Authorities for 
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© all your Vices,” &c. Mankind was * derided: for what= 
ever he had hitherto made them believe; and * Plato, who 
expell’d him his Commonwealth, ‘has, of all the Philofophers, 
found. the: beft Quarter from the Fathers, :for paffing 


39 


that Sentence. His fineft Beauties began to take a new Ap- 


pearance of pernicious Qualities ; and becaufe they might be 
confider’'d as Allurements to Fancy,. or Supports to thofe 
Errors with which they were mingled, they were ‘to be de- 
preciated while the Conteft of Faith was in being: - It was 
hence, that the reading them was difcourag’d, . that we hear 
Ruffinus accufing St. Ferome for it, and that’ St: Aajiza rejects 


him as the grand Matter of Fable; tho’ indeed the:duleifime ' 


vanus which he applies to Homer, looks but like a fondling 
manner of parting with him::_. ae ae 
», This ftrong Attack againft our Author oblig’d thofe Phi+ 
lofophers who could have acquiefe’d as-his Admirers, to apy 
pear as his Defenders ; . wha: becaufe: they faw the Fables 
could not be literally fupported, ‘endeavour'd to find a hidden 
Senfe, and to carry on every where that Vein of Allegory 
which was already broken open with Succefs in fome Places. 
But how miferably were’ they forc’d to Shifts, when they 
made * Funo’s drefling in the Ceffos for Jupiter to fignify the 
purging of the 4ir as it approach’d the Hare? Or the Story 


of Mars and Venus, that Inclination they have to Inconti- — 
nency who are born when thefe Planets are in Conjunction? . 


Wit and Learning had here a large Field ito difplay them- -— 


felves, and to difagree in: for fometimes Jupzer,. and fome- 
times Vulcan, was made to fignify the Fre; or Mars and 
Venus were allow'd to give us.a Ledure of Morahty at one 
time, and a Problem of Afronomy at another. , And thefe 
ftrange Difcoveries, which *Porphyry and the reft would have 
to pafs for the genuine Theology of the Greeks, prove but (as 
’Eufebius terms it) the perverting of Fables into a myftick 
Senfe. They did indeed often defend Homer, but then they 
allegorized away their Gods by doing fo. What the World 
took for fubftantial Objeéts of Adoration, diflolvd before its 
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Eyes into a figurative Meaning, a moral Truth, ‘ora Piece of 
Learnmg which might equally correfpond to any Religion ; 
and the Learned at lait. had left themfelves nothing to wor- 
fhip, when they came to find an Obje@ in Chriftianity. 

_ The Difpute of Faith being over, ancient Learning re-af- 
fumed its Dignity, -and Homer obtain’d his proper Place in 
the Efteem of Mankind. His Books are now no longer the 
Scheme of a:living Religion, but become the Regilter of one 
of former Times. .They are not now receiv’d for a Rule of 


Life, but valu’d for thofe juft Obfervations which are difpers’d 


through them: . They are no longer pronounc’d from Ora- 


cles, but quoted {till by Authors for theit Learning. Thofe 
Remarks which the Philofophers made.upon them, have their 
Weight with us; thofe Beauties which the Poets dwell’d 
upon, their. Admiration: And even after the Abatement of 
what was extravagant.in his Run-of Praifé, he remains con- 
fefledly a mighty, Genius not tranfcended by any which have 
fince arifen; a Prince, as well as a Father, of Poetry. 

—_ oD f ea. (ak. | : 
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‘ff fent' Opinion «of. Homer by a view of his Learning, 
compar’d with that of his Age. For this end he may 

firft be confider’d as a Poet, that Character which was his pro- 
fefledly ; and fecondly as one endow’d with other Sciences, 
which muft be fpoken of not as in themfelves, but as in 
Subferviency to his main Defign. Thus he will be feen on 
his right Foot of Perfection in gne view, and with the juft 
Allowances which fhould be made on the other: While we 
pafs through the feveral Heads of Science, the State of thofe 
Times in which he writ will fhow us both the Impediments 
he rofe under, and. the Reafons why feveral things in him 
which have. been objected to, either could not, or thould 
not be otherwife than they are. , 
As for the State of Poetry, it was at.a low Pitch in the 
Age of Homer. There is mention of Orpheus, Linus, and 
i 2 Mufeus, 


I: remains in this Hiftorical Eflay, to regulate our pre- 
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Mufus, venerable Names in Antiquity, and eminently cele 
brated in Fable. for the wonderful Power of their Songs and 
Mufick. The learned Fabricius, in his Bibliotheca Greca, has 
reckon’d about feventy who are {aid to have written before 
Homer: but their Works were not preferv’d, and can be only 
confider’d (if they were really excellerit) as the Happinefs of 
their own Generation. What fort of Poets Homer faw in his 
own Time may be gather’d from his Defcription of * Demo- 
docus and Phemius, whom he has introduc’d: as Opportunities 
to celebrate his Profeffion! The imperfect Rifings of the 
Art lay then among the Extempore-Singers of Stories at Ban- 
quets, who were half Singers, “half Muficians. Nor was the 
Name of Poet then in being, on once us’d throughout Homer's 
Works. From this poor State,of Poetry, he has taken a handle 
to ufher ic into the World with the boldeft Stroke of Praife 
which has ever been given it.. ft ts in the eighth Ody/Jey; 
where Uhyjffes puts Demodocus.upon a.trial of Skill.:. Demo+ 
docus having diverted the Guelts with::fome Actions of the 
Trojan War; ‘All this (fays Uhffes) you have fung very 
“ elegantly, as if you had either been ptefent,. or heard it 
“ reported; but pafs now toa Subject I hall give you, fing 
* the Management of U/y/fes in the wooden Horfe, juft as it 
‘ happen’d, and I will acknowledge the Gods have. taught 
“ you your Songs.” , This ‘the Singer being infpir’d 
from Heaven begins: immediately , and. Uhyffes by  weep- 


t 


ing at the, recital .confefles the Truth of it. We. fee 


At 


here a Narration which could only, pafs upon an. Age ex- - 


treamly ignorant in, the Nature of Poetry, where that Claim 
of Infpiratien is’ given to it; ~ which ‘it -has ‘never fince 
laid down; -and (which is mere) a Power of prophecying at 
pleafure .afcrib’d to, it... “Fhus much therefore we gather from 
himfelf concerning the moft ancient State of Poetry in Greece ; 
that no ane was honeur’d with the Name of Poet, before Him 
whom it has efpecially belong’d.to ever after. And if we 
farther appeal to the confent of Authors, we find, he ihas 
other Titles for being. call’d the firft. * Fofephus obferves, 
That the Greeks have not contefted but he was the moft 
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ancient, whofe Books they had in Writing. “Arifotle fays, 
He was the “ firft who brought all che Parts of a Poem into 
“ one Piece,” to which he adds, “ with true Judgment,” to 
give him a Praife including both che Invention and Perfe- 
ction. And Horace acquaints us, that he invented the very 
Meafure which is calfd Hero:ck from the Subjects on which 
he employ’d it ; . 


Res gefle regumgue, ducumgue, & fortia bella, 
Duo ferih poffint numero monfirauit Homerus ¢. 


Whatever was ferious or magnificent made a part of his Sub« 
ject: War and Peace were the aati Wi Divifion in 
which he confider’d the World; and the Plans of his Poems 
were founded on the moft active Scenes of each, the Adven- 
tures of a Siege, and the Accidents of a Voyage. For thefe 
his Spirit was equally active and various, lofty in Expreffion, 
clear in Narration, - natural in Defcription, rapid in AGion, 
abundant in Figures. If ever he appears lefs than himfelf, it 
is from the Time he writ in; and if he runs into Errors, it 
is from an Excefs, rather than a Defe& of Genius. Thus he 
rofe over the Poetical World, fhining out like a Sun all at 
once, which if it fometimes make too fasm# an Appearance, 
tis to be afcrib’d only to the neceffity of the Seafon that 
keeps it at a diftance; and if he is fometimes too wsolent, we 
confefs at the fame time that we owe all things to his Heat. - 

As for his 7heolegy, we fee the Heathen Syftem entirely 
follow’d. This was all he could then have to work upon, and 
where he fails of Truth for want of Revelation he at leaft 
fhows his Knowledge in his own Religion by the Traditions 
he delivers. But we are now upon a Point to be farther 
handled, becaufe the greateft Controverfy concerning the 
Merit of Homer depends upon it. Let us confider then that 
there was an Age in Greece, when natural Reafon only difcover’d 
there muft be fomething fuperior to us, and Tradition had af- 
fix’d the Notion to a Number of Deities. At this time Homer 
rofe with the fineft ‘Turn imaginable for Poetry, who defign- 
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ing to inftruét Mankind in the manner for which he was 
moft adapted, writ Poems wherein he made ufe of the Mi- 
niftry of the Gods to give the higheft Air of Surprize and 
Veneration to his Writings. He found the Religion of Man- 
kind wrapt up in Fables ; it was thought then the eafieft way 
to convey Morals to the People, who were allur’d to Attention 
by Pleafure, and,aw’d with the Opinion of a hidden Myftery. 
Nor was it his Bufinefs when he undertook the Province 
of a Poet (not of a meer Philofopher) to be the firft who 
fhould difcard That which furnifhes Poetry with its moft 
beautiful Appearance: and efpecially fince the Age he liv’d 
in, by difcovering its Tafte, had not only given him Autho- 
rity, but even put him under the neceflity of preferving it. 
Whatever therefore he might think of his Gods, he took 
them as he found them: he brought them into Action accord- 
ing to the Notions which were ced entertain’d, and in fome 
Stories as they were then believ’d; unlefs we imagine that he 
invented every thing he delivers. Yet there are feveral Rays 
of Truth ftreaming through all this Darknefs, in thofe Senti- 
ments he entertains concerning the Gods; and feveral Wk- 
gories lightly veil’d over, from whence the learned drew new 
Knowledges, each according to his Power of Penetration and 
Fancy. But that we may the better comprehend him in all 


the Parts of this general View, let us extract from him a_ 


Scheme of his Religion. 

He has a Jupster, a Father of Gods and Men, whom he 
makes fupream, and to whom he applies feveral Attri- 
butes, as Wifdom, Juftice, Knowledge, Power, ©. 
which are effentially inherent to the Idea of a God. ‘He 
has given him two Veffels, out of which he diftributes 
natural Good or Evil for the Life of Man; he places the Gods 
in Council round him; he makes * Prayers pafs to and fro 
before him; and Mankind adore him with Sacrifice. But all 
this grand Appearance, wherein Poetry paid a deference to 
Reafon, is dath’d and mingled with the Imperfection of our 
Nature; not only with the applying our Paflions to the {u- 
preme Being (for Men have always been treated with this 
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Complyance to their Notions) but that he is not even ex+ 
empted from our common Appetites and Frailties : For he is 
made to eat, drink, and fleep: but this his Admirers would 
imagine to be only a groffer way of reprefenting a general 
Notion of Happinefs, becaufe he fays in one place, * that 
the Food of the Gods was not of the {ame Nature with ours. 
But upon the whole, while he endeavour’d to fpeak of a Deity 
without a right Information, he was forc’d to take him from 
that Image he difcover’d in Man; and (like one who being 
dazled with the Sun in the Heavens, would view him as he is 
reflected in a River) he has taken off the Impreffion not only 
ruffed with the Emotion of our Paffions, but obfcur’d with 
the earthy Mixture of our Natures. | 

The other Gods have all their Provinces affign’d ’em: 
“‘ Every thing has its peculiar Deity, fays ‘Maxzmus Tyrzus, 
“ by which Homer would infinuate that the Godhead was 
‘* prefent to all things.”. When they are confider’d farther, 
we find he has turn’d the Virtues and Endowments of our 
Minds into Perfons, to make the Springs of Aion become 
vifible ; and becaufe: they are given by the Gods, he re- 
prefents them as Gods themfelves defcending from Heaven. 
In the fame ftrong Light he fhows our Vices when they oc- 
cafion Misfortunes, like extraordinary Powers which inflict 
them upon us, and even our natural Punifhments are reprefented 
as Punifhers themfelves. But when we come to fee the man- 
nér they are introduc’d in, they are found feafting, fighting, 
wounded by Men, and fhedding a fort of Blood; in which 
his Machines play a little too grofly: the Fable which was 
admitted to procure the Pleafure of Surprize, violently op- 
preffes the Allegory, and it may be loft labour to fearch for 
it in every minute Circumftance, if indeed it was intended to 
be there. The main Defign was however Philofophical, the 
Drefs the Poet’s, which is usd for neceflity and allow’d to 
be ornamental. And there will be fomething ftill to be of- 
fer’d in his Defence, if he has both preferved the grand Moral 
from being obfcur’d, and adorn’d the Parts of his Works with 
fuch Sentiments of the Gods as belong’d to the Age he liv’d 
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in; which that he did, appears, from his having then had 
that Succefs for which Allegory was contrivd. ‘ It is the 
“© Madnefs of Man, fays k Maximus Tyrias, to dif-elteem what 
cig plain and admire what is hidden ; This the Poets dif- 
“ covering invented the Fable for a Remedy, when, they 
‘© treated of holy Matters ; which being more obfcure than 
“© Converfation, and more clear than the Riddle, is a Mean 
«© between Knowledge and Ignorance ; believ’d partly for being 
- agreeable, and partly for being wonderful. ‘Thus as Poets © 
“in Name, and Philofophers in Effect, they drew Mankind 
ec gradually to a fearch after Trath, when the Name of Phi- 
“ Jofopher would have been harfh and difpleafing.” 
When Homer proceeds to tell. us our Duty. to thefe fupe- 
riot Beings, we find Prayer, Sacrifice, Luftration, and all the 
Rites which were efteem’d religious, . conftantly recommended. 
under fear of their Difpleafure. We find too a Notion of the 
Soul’s fubfifting after this Life, but for want of Revelation he 
knows not what to reckon the Happinefs of a future State, to 
any one who was not deify’d: Which is plain from the Speech 
of ‘Achilles to Ulyffes in the Region of the dead; where he 
tells him, that “ he would rather, ferve the pooreft Creature 
“ upon Earth than, rule ovet; all the departed.” .It- was 
chiefly for. this Reafon. that Plato ‘excluded him his Com- 
mon-Wealth ; he thought Homer {poke indecently of the 
Gods, and dreadfully of a future State; in which Sentence he 
has made- no Allowance for the Times he writ in.| But 
if he can not be defended in every thing as a Theologift, 
yet we may fay in refpect of his Poetry, that he has enrich’d 
it from Theology with truc Sentiments, for Profit, adorn’d it 
with Allegories for Pleafare, and ky ufing: fame Machines 
which have no farther Significancy ‘or ar¢ fo refin’d as: to 
make it-doubted if they have any,.. he has however produc’d 
that Character in Poetry which we-call the Marvellous, and 
from which the Agreeable (according to Arsffotle) is always 
infeparable. : er en eae ee - ee 
If we take the State of Greece at his. time in a Politzcal. Politicks. 
View, we find it a ™ difunited Country, , made up of {mall 
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States; and whatever was manag’d in War amounted to no 
more than inteftine Skirmifhes or Pyracies abroad, which 
were eafily reveng’d on account of their Difunion. Thus 
one People ftole Exropa, and another Jo; the Grectans took 
Hefione from Troy, and the Trojans took Helena from Greece 
in Revenge. Bur this laft having greater Friends and Alliances 
than any upon whom the Rapes had hitherto fallen, the Ruin 
of Troy was the Confequence ; and the Force of the 4atick 
Coafts was fo broken, that this Accident put an end to the 
Age of Pyracies. Then the inteftine Broils of Greece (which 
had been difcontinued during the League)’ were renew’d 
upon its Diflolution. War and Sedition mov’d People from — 
Place to Place during its want of Inhabitants; Exiles from 
one Country were receiv’d for Kings in another ; and Leaders 
took Tracts of Ground to beftaw them upon their Followers. 
Commerce was neglected , living at home unfafe, and no- 
thing of Moment tranfacted by any but againft their Neigh- 
bours’: ‘ Athens only, where the People were undifturb’d be- 
caufe it was a barren Soil-which no Body ‘coveted, had begun 
to fend Colonies abroad; Being over-ftock’d wieh Inhabitants. * 
- Now a Poem! coming out at fo feafonable a Time, with 4 
Moral: capable’ of healing thefe Diforders by promoting 
Unton,: we may: reafonably think: it: was defigh’d for that 
End to which ‘it is fp peculiarly adapted. . If we ima 
gine therefore that Homer-was a Politician in this Affair, we 
may fuppofe hitn’'to have look’d back into the Ages paft, to 
{ee if-at any“time the Diforder had been. lefs ;- and to have 
pitch’d upon ‘that Story wherein it found a temporary Cure, 
that by celebrating it with all poffible Honour he might in- 
ftil a’ Defire of the fame fort 6f Union into the Hearts of his 
Countrymen. ‘This indeed was a Work which could belong 
to-none but a Poet, when: Governors. had’ Power only over 
{niall Territories, and the nurherous Governments were every 
way independent. - It was:then that all the Charms of Poetry 
were call’d forth to infinuate the important Glory -of an Alli- 


| ance, and the Jad déliver'd from the Mu/és with all the 


Pomp of Words and artificial Influence.’ Union among 
themfelves was recommended, Peace at home,- and Glory 
abroad: And left this fhauld be render’d ufelefs by Mifma- 


nagements, 
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nagements, he lets us into farther Leffons concetning it. 
How when his Kings quarrel, their Subjects fuffer; when 
they ac in Conjunction, Victory attends them. When they 
meet in Council, Plans are drawn and Provifions made for 
future Action; and when in the Field, the Arts of War are 
defcrib’d with the greateft Exactnefs. Thefe were Lectures 
of general Concern to Mankind, proper for the Poet to de- 
liver and Kings to attend to; -fuch as made Porphyry write 
of the Profit that Princes might receive from Homer; and 
Stratocles, Hermias, and Frontimus extra&t military Difcipline 
out of him. . Thus tho’ Plato has banifh’d him from one 
imaginary Commonwealth, he has ftill been ferviceable to 
many real Kingdoms. oe _ s * 

The Morality of Greece could not be perfec while there 
was a Weaknefs in its Government; Faults in Politicks are oc- 
cafion’d by Faults in Ethicks, and occafion them in their 
turn. The Divifion into fo. many States was the rife of fre- 
quent Quarrels ; : whereby Mea were ‘bred up‘in a-kind of 
rough untractable Difpofition.' _— ‘Strength met with 
the greateft- Honours, . becatife-ie was‘daily heceflary to the 
Subfiftence of little Governments; ‘ahd that headlong Courage 
which throws itfelf forward ‘td Enterprize and Plunder, was 
univerfalty carefs’d,’ ibecaufé ‘it carry’d! all ‘things before it. 
Ic is no-wonder in an Age of fuch Edécation and Cuftoms, 
that, as "Thucydides {ays, ** Robbing’ was honour’d, provided 
*« it were done with Gallantry, and thar‘the ancient Poets 
“* made People queftiot-one another as they fail’d by, #f they 
§¢ were .Thieves? as athing for which tio one ought either 
“to be {corn’d or upbraided.” - Thefe were the fort of Acti- 
ons which the Singers then recorded, and: it was out of fuch 
an Age that Homer was'to take -his Subjects.’ For this reafon 
(not a want of Morality in him) we {ee a boafting Temper 
and unmanag’d Roughnefs in: the’ Spirit’ of his Heroes, 
which ran out in Pride, Anger, or Cruélty. “It is not in 
him as in our modern Romances, where Men aré drawn in Per- 
fection, and we but-read with a tender Weaknefs what we can 
neither apply. nor emulate. Homer writ for Men, and there- 
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fore he writ of them ;. if the World had been better, he would 
have fhown it fo; as the Matter now ftands, we fee his Peo- 
le with the turn of his Age, infatiably thirfting after Glory 
atid Plunder ; for which however he has found them a law- 
ful Caufe, and taken care to retard their Succefs by thofe 
very Faults. | 
In the Profecution of the Story every Part of it has its 
Leffons of Morality: There is brotherly Love in Agamemnon 
and Menelaus, Friendfhip in Achilles and Patroclus, and the 
Love of his Country in Heéfor. But fince we have fpoken 
of the Jad as more particular for its Politicks, we may con- 
fider the Odyffes as its Moral is more directly fram’d for 
Ethicks. It carries the Heroe through a world of Trials both 
of the dangerous and pleafurable Nature. It fhows him firft 
under moft. furprizing Weights of Adverfity, among Ship- 
wrecks and Savages; all thefe he is made to pafs through in 
the Methods by which it becomes.a Man to conquer; a Pa- 
tience'in fuffering,' and a Prefence of Mind in every Accident. 
It fhows him again in another View, tempted with the Baits 
of idle or unlawful Pleafures, and then. points out the Me- 
thods of being fafe from.them. _ But if in gencral we confider 
the care our Author has taken to fix his,Leffons of Morality 
by the Proverbs and Precepts -he delivers, we fhall not won- 
der if Greece which afterwards gave the Appellation of We. 
to Men who fettled /imgle Sentences of Truth, fhould give 
him the Title of the Father of Virtue for introducing fuch a 
Number. To be brief, if we take the Opinion of ° Horace, 
he has propos’d him to us as a Mafter of Morality; he lays 
down the common Philofophical Divifion of Good into plea- 
fant, profitable, and honeft; and then aflerts that Homer has 
more fully and clearly inftruted us in each of them, than 
the moft rigid Philofophers. + a 
Some indeed have thought notwithftanding all this, that 
Homer had only a defign to pleafe in his Inventions ; and 
that others have fince extracted Morals out of his Stories (and 
indeed all Stories are capable of being us’d fo.) But this is an 
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Opinion concething Poetry which the Wotld has tather’ dege- 
nerated into, than begun with. The Traditions of Orpheas’s 
civiliziny Mankind by Hymns on the Gods, With othets of 
the like Nature, may fhow there was 4 better ufe of the Art 
both known and practis’d. There is alfo.a retharkable Paf- 
fage of this kiad in the chird Book of the Ody/fes, thar Aga 
memnon \eft one of the ?Poets of his Tirhes in the Court when 
he fail’d for Troy ; and that his Queen was preferv'd virtuous 
by his Songs, ‘till Agy/thus was forced ‘to expel him in order 
to debauch her, Here he has hinted what a true Poetical 
Spirit can-do when apply’d to che Promotion of Virtue ; and 
from this one may judge he could not but defign That him 
felf, which he recommends as the Daty dnd Metit of hit Pros 
fefion. Others fince. his Tiate may have fedued the Art to 
worfe Intentions ; but they who are offended at the Liberties 
of fome Poets, fhould ‘not judge:all in the. grofs- for trifling 
or Corruption ; efpecially when. the Evidence. rufis {o ftroagly 
for any One to the ¢ontrary, te 
«’ We may in general go oh to-obferve, that the time‘when 
Hoimér was: botn did not abound in Leagding.. For where- 
‘ever Politicks and Morality is wedk,. is wahts its.peaceable Air 
to thrive in, and that Oppottuniry whith‘ is not known in 
the Ages. of unfettled Life. He is himfelf tHe Man from 
whom we have the fistt Accounts of Antiquity, either in its 
Adtions or Learning ;..from whom we hear what A’gypr ot 
(rreece could inform: hith in, ahd whatever: bimielf could dif* 
Cover by the Strengoh _of Nature or- Induftty.:: Bat however 
that we may not miftake the Hlopids of thofe Anciedts-who 
call him the fosher of Ants and. Sesteces; abd be furpriz’d to 


find fo little of them (4s they are how in Perfection): in his: 
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derftood, ac Jasge,® a0 if he had-included che fol. and regata 
Syftems .of every thing: He is to be confiiderd ptofeftedly 
only in. Quahey of a:Poet; this was his Bufinefs,: oo: which, 
‘gs whatever: he knew: was to be! fabferviemn, ‘fo hei:has: nos 
fail’d vo. introiluce: thofe Strokes of Knowledge Morn (che 
whole Circle of Aiss aod Stiedees, which: the Babjedt ‘des 
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manded either for Neceffity or Ornament. This will appear 


on a fait View of him in each of thefe Lights, . = 
Before hisTime there were no Hiforiansin Greece : He treated 
Hiftorically of paft Tranfadions, according as he could be 
inform’d by Tradition, Song, or whatever Method there was 
of preferving their Memory. For this ‘we have the Confent 
of Antiquity ; they have generally more appeal’d to his An 
thority... and’ more infifted on it than on. the Teftimony of 
any other Writer, when. they treat of the Rites, Cuftoms, 
and Manners of the firft Times. They-have generally beliewd 
that the Ads: of: Tydeus-at Thebes, . the fecond Siege of thar 
City, the Settlement of Rhodes,’ the Battel between the Curetes 
and the tokans: the Account of the Kings. of. Mycene by 
the Sceptre of Agamemnon, the Ads of the Greeks at Troy, 
and many othet fuch Accounts; are forhe of them wholl 
preferv’d by him,: and the reft as faithfully related as by any 
Hiftorian.: Nor. pethaps. was. all of “his Invention which 
cems to be feign’d, but rather frequently-the obfcure Traces 
and Remains! of-.real-Perfons and Adtons; which as. Wirabo 
obferves;, when: Hiftory :was tranfmitted' by Oral: Tradition, 
might’ be mix’d' with Fable before it came into the Hands of 
the Poet. ' “*$This' happen'd u(fays he}. tb Herodotus; the firft 
“* profefled Hiftorian,” who! is often ‘as ‘fabulous: as Homer 
“‘ when. ‘he defers’ to’ the common Reports ‘of ‘Countreys ‘ 
“ and it is- noe to.:be ‘reckon’d to'either:as 4 fault; but as a 
“ neceffity of the:'Times.” !Nay,’ the very. Paflages which 
caufe .us to..tax them atthis diftarice with being’ fabulous, 
might be océafion’d by their Diligence,’ and: a fear of erring, — 
if: they. too haftily rejeged’ thofe Reports which had pafs'd 
current: in. the Nations they defcrib'd.) so : 
Before his Fime there was no fuch: thing as‘ Gengra by in 
Greece, _ For this ‘we have the Suffrage of ‘Strabo the beh of 
Geographers, who approves the Opinion. of LEiipparchas and. 
other Ancients, thar Homer ws the véry Author of-it; and 
upon this Account a his Treatife :of the! Science itfelf 
with an Encomum on him.. As to the. general Part of it, we 
find he ‘had a Knowledge of the Earzh’s beitig furrounded with 
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the Oceaz, becaufe he makes the Sas and Stars both to rife 
and fet in it ;- and that he ‘knew the Ue of-the Stars is plain 
from his making *UA/ffes fail .by the Obfervation of them. 
But the .Inftance oftneft,alkedg’d. upon: this. Point is. the 
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‘Shield of Achilles:. where he places the Earth encompafs'd with 


the Sea, and.gives the Stars the Names they are yet known 
by,-as the Hyades, Plesades, the Bear,.and.Orion. By the three 
firft of thefe he: reprefents.the‘Conftellations of the Northern 
Region; and in the-laft.he gives.a fingle Reprefentative of 
the. Southern, 29! which, (.as:it‘were for. a counter-balance ) 
he. adds a Title of Greatnefs,  ofévog ‘ets. "Then he tells us 
that the Begr,. or. Stars of the Arisck Cercle, never difappear ; 
as. an Obfervation which agrees with no other. .And if to 
this we add . (what Eratoftbenes thought he meant) that 
the five Plates: which: were faftened on the Shield, divided it 
by the Lines.where they met, into the five Zoxes, -it will ap- 
peat an original defign of Globes; and Spheres, In the patti- 
cular Parts of Geography, his'Kaowledge is. intirely inconte- 
ftable. : Strabo’ refers to him)upop, all-occafions, allowing: that 
he knew the Extreams' of.the Earth, fome of which he names 
and others, defcribes by Signs; as the Fortunate I/lands. The 
fame." Author takes notice ‘of! his Aceougits, concerning the 
feveral Soils, Plants, Animals, arid Cuftoms ; as A’gypr’s be- 
ing: fertile of medicinal Herbs, ‘Lybze’s Fruitfalnefs, where the 
Sheep have: Horns,: and ‘yean -thrice:a Year, &’c. which “are. 
Knowledges that: make, Geckraphy, mote. various’ and’ profita= 
ble... But. what all’: have agreed.'to celebrate is his. Defcrip- 
tion of Gyeece ;, which has-hdd Jaws imade for its: Preferva- 
tion, and: Consefts berween Governments, decided: by its Au- 
thority: Which" Straba acknowledges to have no Epithet, or 
ornamental Exprefhion for, any Place, that isnot drawn from. 
its Nature, , Quality, or Cireumftances ;; and ptofefles. after fo 
long an Interval,to deviate from! itjonly where rhe Countrey, 
ad undergone Alterations; that caft:the Defcription into 
Obfeurity:. oh ie Cri ~_ : woke Bee ete 4s, Bs a, 
In his time, Rhetorick was, not known; that Att took ‘its: 
Rife out of Poetry, which was not ’till chen eftabliflrd. “The 
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* Gratorial Elocution (fays *Strade) is bur an Imitation of 
the Poetical : this appear’d firft and was approv’'d: They 
“ who imitated it took off the Meafures, but ftill preferv’d alt 
« the other Parts of Poetry in their Writings : Such as thefe 
‘¢ were Cadmus the Milefian, Phereeydes, and Hecuteus, ‘Then 
*« their Followers took fomething more from. what was left, 
“ and at Jaft Elocution. defcended into the Profe which. is 
“ now antong us.” But if Rbetorick is owing to Poetry, 
the Obligation is ftill more due to Homer. He (as ’ Duimts- 
han tclis us) gave both the Patter and Rife to.all. the Parts 
of it. |“ Hic omnibus eloguentie partibus exemplum & ortum 
“ dedit: bunc nemo wa magnis rebus fublimnate, in parois 
“< proprietate, fuperavst. Idem letus & preffus, jucundus & 
“ gravis, tim copia tim brevnate admirabil}s, nec Poetica 
“ modo fed oratoreé virtute eminentiffimus.” From him there- 
fore they who fetrled the Art found it proper to deduce the 
Rales, which was -eafily done, when they had divided their 
Obfervations into the Aznds and the. Ornaments of Elocution. 
Bor the Keds, the “ Ancients (fays.*v4. Gelf:) fettled them 
“« according to the three which they obferve in his principal 
“ Speakers; his UAjfes whois magnificent and flowing, his 
“© Menelaus who is fhort afd clofe,'-and his Weffor who is 
“ moderate and difpaflion’d, and-has'a kind of middle Elo-~ 
“ quence participating of both the former.” Aad for the 
Ornaments, * Aviftotie, the great Malter of the Rhetoricians, 
fhows what deference. is ‘paid to Homer, when he orders the 
Orator to tay down his Heads, and exprefs both: the Manners 
and Affections of his Work with an Imitation of that Didtion, 
and thofe Figures, which the drviae Homer excel’d in, . This 
is the. conftant Language of thofe. who. fucceeded him,- 4nd 
the Opinion fo far prevail’d as to hake * Qusaslan obferve, 
that they who have written concerning the Atts. of Speaking, 
take fom Homer: moft-of- the Inftances. of theit-Similitudes, 
Amplifications, Exatnples, Digrefhons, and: Arpaments: | 
NaturalPhi- As to Natural Philofophy, the Age was not arriv’d in whicly 
ee Ie flowrifh’d ;. however foie ‘of its Notions ‘thay be trac’d' in 
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him. As when he fays that the Fountains and Rivers come from 
the Ocean, he holds a Circulation of Fluids in the Earth. But 
as this is a Branch of Learning which does not lie much in 
the way of a Poet who fpeaks of Heroes and Wars ; ‘the de- 
fire to prove his Knowledge this way has only run ‘ Politian 
and others into trifling Inferences: as when they would have 
it that he underftood Nature, becaufe he. mentions Sun; 
Rain, Wind, and Thunder. ‘Fhe moft probable way of 
making ont his Knowledge in this kind, is by fuppofing he 
couch’d it in AMegorses:;: and that he fometimes us’d the 
Names of the Gods as ‘his Terms-for the Elements, as the 
Chymifts now ufe them for Meals. But in applying this 
to him we muft tread very carefully; not fearching: for Alle- 
gory too induftrioufly where the Paflage may inftruct -by Ex- 
ample; and endeavouring rather to find the Fable aa Orna- 
ment to what is eafily known, than to make it a Cover to 
curious and unknown Problems. . : yoo 
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As for Medicine, fomething of it ‘muft have been underftood 


in that Age, though it was fo far from Perfection that (aceord- _ 


ing to *Cel//us) what concern’d Diet was invented long after- 
wards by Hippocrates. "The Accidents of Life make the 
Search after Remedies too indifpenfible a Duty to'be negle@- 
ed at any time. Accordingly he ‘tells us, that the Aigyptians 
who had many medicinal Plants in their Countrey, were all 
Phyficians: and perhaps he might have learnt his own Skill 
from his Acquaintance with that Nation. ‘The State of War 
which Greece had liv’d in, requir’d'a Knowledge in the healing 
of Wounds: and this might make him breed his Princes, Achilles, 
Patroclus, Podalirtus, and Machaon to the Science. What 
Homer thus attributes to others he knew himfelf, and he has 
piven us reafon to believe, not flightly. For if we confider 

is Infight into the Stru@ture of the human Body, it is fo 
nice, that he has been judg’d by fome to have wounded his 
Heroes with too much Science: Or if we obferve his Cure of 
Wounds, which are the Accidents proper to an Epic Poem, 
we find him directing the Chirurgical Operation, fometimes 
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infufing ‘ Lenitives, and at other times bitter Powders, when 
the Effufion of Blood requir’d aftringent Qualities. 

For Statuary, it appears by the Accounts of A’gypt and 
the Palladium, that there was enough of it very early in the 
World for thofe Images which were requir’d in the Worthip 
of their Gods; but there are none mention’d as valuable in 
Greece {fo early, nor was the Art eftablifh’d on its Rules be- 
fore Homer. He found it agreeable to the Worfhip in ufe, 
and neceflary for his Machinery, that his Gods fhould be 
cloath’d in Bodies: Wherefore he took care to give them 
fuch as carry’d the utmoft Perfe@tion of the human Form ; 
and diftinguifh’d them from each other even in this fuperior 
Beauty, with fuch Marks as were agreeable to each of the 
Deities. ‘‘ This, fays *Strabo, awaken’d the Conceptions of 
<* the eminent Statuaries, while they ftrove to keep up the 
“‘ Grandeur of that Idea which Homer had imprefs’d upon 
“‘ their Imagination; as we read of Phidsas concerning 
‘«< the Statue of Fupi#er.* And becaufe they copy’d their 
Gods from him in their beft Performances, his Defcriptions 
became the Charafters which were afterwards purfu’d in all 
Works of a good Tafte. Hence came the common Saying 
of the Ancients, ‘* That either Homer was the only Man who 
<< had feen the Forms of the Gods, or the only one who had 
‘“< fhown them to Men ;” a Paflage which "Madam Daczer 
wrefts to prove the Truth of his Theology, different from 
Strabo’s Acceptation of ‘it. 

There are, befides what we have {poken of, other Sciences 
pretended to be found in him. Thus Macrobimus difcovers 
that the Cham with which ‘Fupser fays he could lift the 
World, is a metaphyfical Notion, that means a Connexion 
of all Things from the fupream Being to the meaneft Part 
of the Creation. Others, to prove Bim skilful in judicial 
Aftrology, bring a Quotation concerning the Births of 
“Hettor and Polydamas on the fame Night; who were ne- 
verthelefs of different Qualifications, one excelling in War, 
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and the other in Eloquence. Others again will have him to | 


be vers’d in Magick, from his Stories concerning Circe. 
Thefe and many of the like Nature are Interpretations 
ftrain’'d or trifling, fuch as Homer does not want for 
a Proof of his Learning, and by which we contribute nothing 
to raife his Character, while we facrifice our Judgment to 
him in the Eyes of others. 

It is fufficient to have gone thus far, in fhewing he was a 
Father of Learning, a Soul capable of ranging over the 
whole Creation with an intellectual View, fhining alone in 
an Age of Obfcurity, and fhining beyond thofe who have 
had the Opportunity of more learned Ages ; leaving behind 
him a Work adorn’d with the Knowledge of his own Time, 

and in which he has before-hand broken up the Fountains 
_of feveral Sciences which were brought nearer to Perfeétion 
by Pofterity: A Work which fhall always ftand at the to 
of the fublime Character, to be gaz’d at by Readers wit 
an Admiration of its Perfection, and by Writers with a De- 
{pair that it fhould ever be emulated with Succefs. 


F INI S& 


ERRATA in the ESSAY. 


prs 15. line 34. for brings him, read brings it. Pag. 17. in the References at the bottom, for 
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HE Wrath of Peleus’ Son, the direful Spring 
Of all the Grecian Woes, O Goddefs, fing ! 
That Wrath which hurl’d to Pluto’s gloomy Reign 
The Souls of mighty Chiefs untimely flain ; 
Whofe Limbs unbury’d on the naked Shore 
Devouring Dogs and hungry Vultures tore. 
Since Great Achilles and Atrides ftrove, | 
Such was theSov’reignDoom.and fuch the Will of Foue. 
Declare, O Mufe! in what ill-fated Hour 
Sprung the fierce Strife, from what offended Pow’r? ,, 
Latona’s Son'a dire Contagion fj pread, 
And heap’ ‘d the Camp with Mountains of the Dead ; 
A | The 
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The King of Men his Rev’rend Prieft defy’d, 
‘And, for the King’s Offence, the People dy’d. 
1s For Chryfes fought with coftly Gifts to gain 
His Captive Daughter from the Victor’s Chair 
Suppliant the Venerable Father ftands, 
Apolloe’s awful Enfigns grace his Hands : 
By thefe he begs; and lowly bending down, 
20 Extends the Sceptre and the Laurel Crown. 
He fu’d to All, but chief implor’d for Grace 
The Brother-Kings, of Atreus’ Royal Race. 
-YeKingsand Warriors! may your Vows becrown’d, 
And Troy’s proud Walls lie level with the Ground. 
25 May Sfove reftore you, when your Toils are ovr, 
Safe to the Pleafures of your native Shore. 
But oh! relieve a wretched Parent’s Pain, 
And give Chrufeis to thefe Arms again ; 
If Mercy fail, yet let my Prefents move, 
30 And dread avenging Phebus, Son of “fove.- 
The Greeks in Shouts their joint Affent. declare 
The Prieft to rev’rence, and releafe the Far. 
Not fo Atrides: He, with Kingly Pride, 


-Repuls’d the facred Sire, -and thus reply’d. 
| oO Henc> 
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Hence on thy Life, and fly thefe hoftile Plains, 35 
Nor ask, Prefumptuous, what the King detains ; 
Hence, with thy Laurel Crown, and Golden Rod, 
Nor truft too far thofe Enfigns of thy God. 
Mine is thy Daughter, Prieft, and fhall remain ; 
And Pray’rs, and Tears, and Bribes fhall plead in vain; 40 
Till Time fhall rifle ev’ry youthful Grace, 
And Age difmifs her from my cold Embrace, 
In daily Labours of the Loom employ’d, 
Or doom’d to deck the Bed fhe: once enjoy’d. 
Hence then: to Argos fhalt the Maid retire; 45 
Far from her native Soil, and weeping Sire. 
The trembling Prieft along the Shore return’d, 

And in the Anguifh of a Father mourn’d. 
Difconfolate, nor daring to complain, | 
Silent he wander’d by the founding Main: 50 
“Till, fafe at diftance, to his God he prays, 
The God who darts around the World his Rays. 

O Smintheus! {prung from fair Latona’s Line, 

Thou Guardian Pow’r of Gila the Divine, 
Theu Source of Light! whom Tenedos adores, 55 
And whofe bright Prefence gilds thy Chry/a’s Shores, 
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Tf eer with Wreaths | hung thy facred Fane, 
Or fed the Flames with Fat of Oxen flain,; 
God of the Silver Bow! thy Shafts employ, 
6o Avenge thy Servant, and the Greeks deftroy. 
Thus Chryfes pray’d: the fav’ring Pow’r attends, 
And from Olympus’ lofty Tops defcends. | 
Bent was his Bow, the Grecian Hearts to wound ; 
Fierce as he mov’d, his Silver Shafts refound. 
6;Breathing Revenge, a fudden Night he {pread, — 
And gloomy Darknefs roll’d around his Head. 
The Fleet in View, he twang’d his deadly Bow, 
And hiffing fly the feather’d Fates below. 
On Mules and Dogs th’ Infection firft began, 
7° And laft, ‘the vengeful Arrows fix’d in Man. 
For nine long Nights, thro’ all the dusky Air 
The Fires thick-flaming fhot a difmal Glare. 
But ere the tenth revolving Day was run, 
Infpir’d by ‘Fano, Thetis? God-like Son 
7sConven’d to Council all the Grecian Train ; 
For much the Goddefs mourn’d her Heroes flain. 
Th’ Affembly feated, rifing o’er the reft, 
Achilles thus the King of Men addrett. r 
ney 
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Why leave we not’ the fatal Trojan Shote, 

And meafure back the Seas we croft before? $< 

The Plague deftroying whom the Sword would fpare, 

Tis time to fave the few: Remains of War. _ 

But let fome Prophet, or fome facred Sage, 

Explore the Caufe of great Apolle’s Rage; — 

Or learn the waftful Vengeance to remove, - 85 

By myftic Dreams ;: for Dreams defcend: from “Fove. 

If broken Vows this. heavy Curfe have laid, ©: .. : 

Let Altars fmoke, and: Hecatombs be . paid. 

So Heav’n aton’d thall dying Greece .reftore, 

And Phebus dait his burning Shafts no. more. = 90 
He faid and fate: when Chalcas thus reply’d, . 

Chalcas the wife, the: Grecian Prieft and Guide, 

That facred Seer whofe comprehenfive View  —&. 

The. paft, the prefent, and the future knew. 

‘Uprifing flow, the venerable Sage = = «gg 

Thus fpoke the Prudence and the Fears of Age. 7 
Belov’d of ‘ove, Achilles! wou’dft thou know. 

Why angry ‘Phebus bends his fatal Bow? 

Firft give thy Faith, and plight a Prince’s Word 

Of fure Protection’ by thy Pow’r and Sword.’ — 

te B For 
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For I mouft {peak what Wifdom would conceal, 
And Truths invidious to the Great reveal. 
Bold is the Task, when Subjects grown too wife 
Inftruct a Monarch where his Error lies ; 
105 For tho’ we' deem the thort-liv’d Fury paft, 
"Tis fure, the Mighty will revenge at laft. 
| To whom Pelides. From thy. inmoft Soul 
_ Speak what thou know’ft, and {peak without controul. 
Ev’n by that God I fwear, who rules the Day ; 
110 1o whom thy Hands the Vows of Greece convey, 
And whofe bieft Oracles thy Lips declare ; 
Long as Achilles breathes this'vital Air, 
No daring Greek of all the num’rous Band, 
Againft his Prieft fhall lift an impious Hand: 
115 Not ev’n the Chief by whom. our Hofts are led, 
The King of Kings, fhall touch that facred Head. 
Encourag’d thus, the blamelefs Prieft replies: 
Nor Vows unpaid, nor flighted Sacrifice, 
But He, our Chief, provok’d the raging Peft, 
120 Apolla’s Vengeance for his injur’d Prieft. 
Nor will the God’s awaken’d Fury ceafe, 
But Plagues thall fpread, and Fun’ral Fires increafe, 
"Till 
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"Till the great King, without a Ranfom paid, 

To her own Chry/a fend the black-ey’d Maid, 

Perhaps, with added Sacrifice and Pray’, © ing 

The Prieft may pardon, and the God may {pare. 
The Prophet {poke; when with a gloomy Frown, 

The Monarch ftarted from his fhining Throne; © 

Black Choler fill’d his Breaft that :boil’d with Ire, | 

And from his Eyeballs flath’d the'living Fire, © 130 

Augur accurit! denouncing Mifchief ftll, 

Prophet of Plagues, for ever boding III! 

Still muft that Tongue fome wounding Mefflage bring, 

And ftill thy Prieftly Pride provoke thy King ? 

For this are Phebus’ Oracles explor’d, 135 

To teach the Greeks to murmur at their Lord? © 

For this with Falfhoods is my Honour ftain’d; — 

Is Heav’n offended, and a Prieft profan’d, 

Becaufe my Prize, my beauteous Maid I hold, 

And heav’nly Charms prefer to proffcr’d Gold? — 140 

A Maid, unmatch’d in Manpers as in Face, 

Skill’d in each Art, and crown’d with ev'ry Grace. 

Not half fo dear were Clytemueftra’s Charms, 

When firft her blooming Beauties bleft my Arms. 

Yet 
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t45 Yet if the Gods demand: her, let her fail: 
~~ Our Cares are only for the Publick: Weal: 
Let me be.deem’d the hateful Caufe of all,. 
And fuffer, rather than my People fall. _ 
The Prize, the beauteous Prize I will refig ign, 
13050 dearly valu’d, and fo juftly mine. 
But. fince for common Good I. vila t the Fair, 
- My private Lofs. let grateful Greece repair ; 
Nor unrewarded let. your Prince complain, 
That He alone has fought and bled in vain. © 
155 Infatiate King (Achilles thus replies) 
Fond. of ‘the Pow’r, but forider of the Prize! 
Would’ft thou theGreeks their lawfulPrey fhou’dyield, 
The due Reward of many a. well-fought Field > 
The Spoils of Cities raz’d, and Warriors flain, | 
160 We fhare with Juftice, as with Toil we gain: 
But to refume whate’er thy Av’rice craves, 
(That ‘Trick of Tyrants) may be born by Slaves. 
Yet if our Chief for Plunder only fight, 
The Spoils of Zion fhall thy. Lofs requite, 
165 Whene’er,. by fove’s Decree, our conqu’ring Pow’rs 
Shall humble to the Duft her lofty ‘Tow’rs. 
| Then 
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Then thus the King. Shall I my Prize refign © 
With tame Content, and Thou poffeft of thine ? 
Great as thou art, and like a God in Fight, 

Think not to rob me of a Soldier’s Right. = 17 
At thy. Demand: fhall I reftore the Maid? | 
Firft let the juft Equivalent be paid ; 
Such as a King might ask; and let it be | 
A Treafure worthy Her, and worthy Me. _ 
Or grant me this, or with a Monarch’s Claim — 175 
This Hand thall feize fome other Captive Dame. 
The mighty Ajax fthall his Prize refign, - 
Ulyffes’ Spoils, or ewn thy own be mine. 
The Man who fuffers, loudly may complain ; 
And rage he may, but he fhall rage in vain. 180 
But. this when Time requires—---[t now remains 
We. launch a Bark to plow the watry Plains, 
And waft the Sacrifice to Chry fa’ s Shores, 
With chofen Pilots, and with lab’ring Oars. 
Soon fhall the Fair the fable Ship afcend, —=_—_ 18s 
And fome deputed Prince the Charge attend ; 
This Creta’s King, or Ajax fhall fultill, 
Or wife Ulyffes fee perform’d our Will, 
Cc. Or, 
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Or, if our Royal Pleafure hall ordain, 
190 Achilles {elf conduct her o’er the Main ; 
Let fierce Achilles, dreadful in his Rage, 
The God propitiate, and the Peft affwage. 
At this, Pelides frowning ftern, reply’d 
O Tyrant, arm’d with Infolence and Pride! 
195 Inglorious Slave to Int’reft, ever join’d 
With Fraud, unworthy of a Royal Mind. 
What gen’rous Greek obedient to thy Word, 
Shall form an Ambuth, or fhall lift the Sword? 
What Caufe have I to war at thy Decree? 
200 [he diftant Trojans never injur’d me. 
To Ptbia’s Realms no hoftile Troops they led ; 
Safe in her Vales my warlike Courfers fed : 
Far hence remov'd, the hoarfe-refounding Main 
And Walls of Rocks, fecure my native Reign, 
205 Whofe fruitful Soil luxuriant Harvefts grace, 
Rich in her Fruits, and in her martial Race. 
Hither we fail’d, a voluntary Throng, 

T’ avenge a private, not a poblick Wrong ; 
What elfe to T7 roy th’ affembled Nations draws, 
210 But thine, Ungrateful, and thy Brother’s Caufe? 

| Is 
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Is this the Pay our Blood and Toils deferve, 
Difgrac’d and injur’d by the Man we ferve? 
And dar’ft thou threat to {natch my Prize away, 
Due to the Deeds of many a dreadful Day ? 
A Prize as fmall, O Tyrant! match’d with thine, “s 
As thy own Actions if compar’d to mine. 
Thine in each Conqueft is the wealthy Prey, 
Tho’ mine the Sweat and Danger of the Day. 
Some trivial Prefent to my Ships I bear, 
Or barren Praifes pay the Wounds of War. © 240 
But know, proud Monarch, I’m thy Slave no more ; 
My Fleet thall waft me to Tbeffaiza’s Shore. 
Left by Achilles on the Trojan Plain, — 
What Spoils, what Conquefts thall Asrides gait? 

To this the King: Fly, mighty Warriour! fly, 22. 
Thy Aid we need not, and thy Threats defy. 
~ There want not Chiefs in fuch a Caufe to fight, 
And ‘fove himfelf fhall guard a Monarch’s Right. 
Of all the Kings (the Gods diftinguith’d Care) _ 
To Pow’r fuperior none fuch Hatred bear : 
Strife and Debate thy reftlefs Soul employ, 
And Wars and Horrors are thy favage Joy. 


230 


if 
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If thou haft Strength, ’twas Heav’n that Strength be- 
For know, vain Man! thy Valour isfrom God. - low’, 
235 Hafte, launch thy Veffels, fly with Speed away, . 
_ Rule thy own Realms with arbitrary Sway: 
I heed thee hot, but prize at equal rate 
Thy fhort-liv’d F riendfhip, and thy groundlefs Hate. 
Go, threat thy Earth-born Myrmidons ; but here 
240° Tis mine to threaten, Prince, and thine to fear. 
Know, if the God the beauteous Dame demand, 
My Bark hall waft her to her native Land ; 
But then prepare, Imperious Prince! prepare, — 

_ Fierce as thou art, to yield thy captive Fair : 

245 Ev'n in thy Tent I'll {eize the blooming Prize, 
Thy lov’d Brifeis with the radiant Eyes. 

_ Hence fhalt thou provemy Might, and curfe the Hour, 
Thou ftood’ft a Rival of Imperial Pow’r ; 
And hence to all our Hoft it fhall be known, » 

250 That Kings are fubject to the Gods alone. _ 
Achilles heard, with Grief and Rage oppreft, 
His Heart fwell’d high, and labour’d in his Breaft. 
Diftracting Thoughts by turns his Bofom rul’d, 
Now fir’d by Wrath, and now by Reafon ccol’d : 
: That 
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That prompts his Hand to draw the deadly Sword, 255 
Force thro’ the Greeks, and pierce their haughty Lord ; 
This whifpers foft his Vengeance to controul, | 
And calm the rifing Tempeft of his Soul. 
Juft as in Anguifh of Sufpence he ftay’d, 
While half unfheath’d appear’d the glitt’ring Blade, 260 
— Minerva {wift defcended from above, — 
Sent by the * Sifter and the Wife of Fove ; * Funo. 
(For both the Princes claim’d her equal Care) — 
Behind fhe ftood, and by the Golden Hair 
Achilles {eiz’?d ; to him alone confeft; 265 
A fable Cloud. conceal’d her from the reft. 
He faw, and fudden to the Goddefs cries, 
Known by the Flames that f parkled from her Eyes. 
Defcends Minerva, in her guardian Care, 
A heav’nly Witnefs of the Wrongs | bear “270 
From Atreus’Son? Then Iet thofe Eyes that view 
The daring Crime, behold the Vengeance too. 
Forbear! (the Progeny of “fove replies) 
To calm thy Fury I forfook the Skies: 
Let great’ Achilles, to the Gods refign’d, "875 
To Reafon yield the Empire o’er his Mind. ~ 
ft sae D By 
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By awful ‘Fano this Command is giv’n ; 
‘The King and You are both the Care of Heay’n. 
_ The Force of keen Reproaches let him feel, 

280 But fheath, Obedient, thy revenging Steel, 

For I pronoynee (and truft a heav’nly Pow’r) 
Thy injur’d Honour has its fated Hour, 

When the proud Monarch fhall thy Arms implore, 
And bribe thy Friendfhip with a boundlefS Store. 

285 Then let Revenge no longer bear the Sway, 

Command thy Paffions, and the Gods obey. 
To her Pelides. With regardful Ear 
’Tis juft, O Goddefs! J. thy Dictates hear. 

Hard as it 1s, my Vengeance I fupprefs: 

290 | hofe who revere the Gods, the Gods will blefs, 
He faid, obfervant of the blue-ey’d Maid ; © 
Then in the Sheath return’d the fhining Blade. 
The Goddefs fwift to high Olympus ‘lies, 

And joins the facred Senate of the Skies. 

295 Nor yet the Rage his boiling Breaft forfook, -. 
Which thus redoubling on the Monarch broke, — 
O Monfter, mix’d of Infolence and Fear, | 
Thou Dog in Forehead, but in Heart a Deer! 

- When 
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When wert thou known in ambuth’d Fights to dare, 

Or nobly face the horrid Front of War? 300 

Tis ours, the Chance of fighting Fields to try, 

Thine to look’on, and bid the Valiant dye. - 

So much ’tis fafer thro’ the Camp to go, 

And rob a Subject, than defpoil a Foe. 

Scourge of thy People, ‘violent and bafe!: © 305 

Sent in Fove’s Anger on a flavifh Race; © 

Who loft to Senfe of gen’rous Freedom paft 

Are tam’d to Wrongs, ‘or this had beeri thy laft. 

Now by this facred Sceptre, hear‘me fwear, — ‘ 

Which never miore fhall Leaves ‘or Bloffoms hear,’ 310 

Which fever’d: from the Trunk -(as-‘I from thee) 

On the bare Game ee its Parent Tree ; 

_ This Sceptre, fortn’d ‘by ‘temper’d ‘Steel to — 

An Enfign of tlie ann gates of Foxe, bop 

From whom the Pdw’r of Laws and Tuftics sings: $315 

(Tremendous Oath! inviolate to Kings). i‘ 

By this I fwear; wheh bleeding Greece — 

Shall'call AchzWes, fhe fhall- calli vains 

When fluth’d with Slaughter, Heéfer comes, to pd 

imal purpled ‘Shore with Mountains. of the Dead,. 
on 


16 HOMER's ILIAD. Booxl. 


Then fhalt thou mourn th’ Affront thy Madnefs gave, 
Forc’d to deplore, when impotent to fave: 
Then rage in Bitternefs of Soul, to know 
This Act has made the braveft Greek thy Foe. 
325 He fpoke; and furious, hurl’d againft the Ground 
His Sceptre ftarr’d with golden Studs around. 
Then fternly filent fate: With like Difdain, 
The raging King return’d his Frowns again. 
To calm their Paffion with the Words of Age, ~ 
330 Slow from his Seat arofe the Pylian Sage ; 
Th’ experienc’d Neffor,. in Perfuafion skill’d, 
Words, fweet as Honey, from his Lips diftill'd 
Two Generations now had paft away, 
Wife by his Rules, and happy by his Sway; . 
335 [wo Ages o’er his native Realm he reign’d, a 
And now th’ Example of the third remain’d.: 
All view’d with Awe the Venerable Man ; 
Who thus, with mild Benevolence, began; } 
What Shame, what Woe is this to Greece! what Joy 
340 Lo Troy’s proud Monarch, and the Friends of Troy! 
That adverfe Gods:commit to ftern Debate — 
The beft, the braveft of the Grecian‘State. ~, - 
| | Young 
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Young as you ar C, this youthful Heat reftraiti, een er 


Nor think your Neftor’s Years and Wifdom vain, 
A Godlike Race of Heroes once I knew, 344 
Such, as ino thore thefe aged Eyes fhall view ! 

Lives there a Chief to match Pzrithous’ Fame, 

Dryas the bold, or Ceneus’ deathlefs Name. . 

Thefeus, endu’d with more than mortal Might, 

Or Polyphemus, like the Gods in Fight? 356 
With thefe of old to Toils of Battel bred, 

In early Youth my hardy Days I led; | 

Fir’d with the Thirft which Virtuous Envy breeds, 
And {mit with Love of Honourable Deeds, _ 
Strongeft of Men, they pierc’d the Mountain Boar, 355 
Rang’d the wild Defarts red with Monfters Gore, 
And from their Hills the fhaggy Centaurs tore. 

Yet thefe with foft, perfuafive Arts I fway’d, — 
When Neftor fpoke, they liften’d and obey’d. 

If, in my Youth, ev’n thefe efteem’d me wife, 36° 
Do you, young Warriors, hear thy Age advife. — 
Atrides, {erze not on the beauteous Slave ; 
That Prize the Greeks by common duffrage gave: 


E Nor 
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Nor thou, Achilles, treat our Prince with Pride ; 
365 Let Kings be juft, and Sov'reign Pow’r. prefide. 
Thee, the firft Honours of the War adorn, 
Like Gods.in Strength, and of a Goddefs eat 
Him awful Majefty exalts above — | 
_ The Pow’rs of Earth, and {ceptred Sons of fove. 
370 Let both unite with well-confenting Mind, 
So fhall Authority with Strength be join’d. 
Leave me, O King! to calm Achilles’ Rage ; 
Rule thou thy felf, as more advanc’d in Age. 
Forbid it Gods! Achilles thould be loft, 
375 Lhe Pride of Greece, and Bulwark of our Hoft. 
This faid, he ceas’d : The King of Men replies ; 
Thy Years are awful, and thy Words are wife. 
But that imperious, that unconquer’d Soul, 
No Laws can limit, no. Refpect controul. 
380 Before his Pride muft his Superiors fall, 
His Word the Law, and He the Lord of all ? 
Him muft our Holts, our Chiefs, our Self obey ? 
What King can bear a Rival in his Sway ? 
Grant that the Gods his matchlefs Force have giv’n; 
385 Has foul Reproach a Privilege from Heav’n? 
Here 
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Here on the Monarch’s Speech Achilles broke, 
And furious, thus, and interrupting fpoke. 
Tyrant, I well deferv’d thy galling Chain, 
To live thy Slave, and ftill to ferve in vain, 
Should I fubmit to each unjuft Decree : ~~ 390 
Command thy Vaffals, but command not Me. 
Seize on Brifeis, whom the Greczans doom’d. 
My Prize of War, yet tamely fee refum’d; _ 
And feize fecure; No more Achilles draws — 
His conqu’ring Sword in any Woman’s Caufe. —395 
The Gods command me to forgive the paft ; 
But let this firft Invafion be the laft: 
For know, thy Blood, when next thou dar’ft invade, 
Shall ftream in Vengeance on my reeking Blade. — 
At this, they ceas’d; the ftern Debate expir’d: 400 
The Chiefs in fullen Majefty retir’d. 
Achthes with Patroclus took his Way. © 
Where near his Tents his hollow Veffels lay. 
Mean time Atrides launch’d with num’rous Oarg 
_ A well-rige’d Ship for Ghry/a’s facred Shores: 495 
High on the Deck was fair Chrajeis plac’d, 
_ And fage Ulyffes with the Conduct grac’d: 
_ 3 _ Safe 
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Safe in her Sides the Hecatomb they ftow’d, 
Then {wiftly failing, cut the liquid Road. 

410 The Hoft to expiate next the King prepares, 
With pure Luftrations, and with folemn Pray’rs, 
Wath’d by the briny Wave, the pious Train 
Are cleans’d, and caft th’ Ablutions in the Main, . 
Along the Shore whole Hecatombs were laid, 

415 And Bulls and Goats to Phebus’ Altars paid. 

The fable Fumes in curling Spires arife, 
And waft their grateful Odours to the Skies, 

The Army thus in facred Rites engag’d, — 
Atrides ftill with deep Refentment rag’d. 

420 To wait his Will two facred Heralds ftood, 
Talthybius and Exrybates the good. 

Hafte to the fierce Aches’ Tent (he cries) 
Thence bear Brifeis as our Royal Prize : 
Submit he muft; or if they will not part, 

425 Ourfelf in Arms {hall tear her from his Heart. 

Th’ unwilling Heralds act their Lord’s Commands; 
Penfive they walk along the barren Sands : 
Arriv’d, the Heroe in his Tent they find, 
With gloomy Afpect, on his Arm reclin’d. 

| At 
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At awful Diftance long they filent ftland, = 430 
Loth to advance, or fpeak their hard Command ;. 
Decent Confufion! This the Godlike Man 
Perceiv’d, and thus with Accent mild began. — 

With Leave and Honour enter our Abodes, 
Ye facred. Minifters of Men and Gods!) 435 
I know your Meflage ; by Conftraint you came ; 
Not you, but your Imperious Lord I blame. 
Patroclus hafte, the fair Brifeis bring ; 
Conduct my Captive to the haughty King, © 
But witnefs, Heralds, and proclaim my Vow, 44¢ 
Witnefs to Gods above, and Men below! 
But firft, and loudeft, to your Prince declare, 
That lawlefs Tyrant whofe Commands you bear ; 
Unmov’d as Death Achilles fhall remain, | 
Tho’ proftrate Greecé fhould bléed at ev’ry Vein: 445 
The raging Chief in frantick Paffion loft, | 
Blind to himfelf, and ufelefs to his Hoft, 
UOnskill’d to judge the Future by the Paft, | 
In Blood add ‘Slaughter fhall repent at laft. 

Patroclus' now th’ unwilling Beauty brought; 450 - 
She, in foft Sorrows, and in penfive Thought, 

F Supported. 
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Supported by the Chiefs 6n either Hand, — 
In: Silence ‘paft along the winding Strand. - 
Not fo his Lofs the fierce Achifes bore 3 

455 But fad retiritig to the founding Shore,. 

Over the wild Margin of the Deep he hung, _ 

That kindréd Deep, from whence his Mother {prung. 

There, bath’d in Teats of Anger and Difdain, 

Thus loud lamented to the ftormy Main. 

450 O Parent Goddels! fince it catly Bloom | 

Thy Son muft fall, by too fevere a Doom;-. 

Sure, to fo thort a' Race of Glory born, 

Great Fovs-in Juftice fhould this Span'adorn: 

Honout and Famie. at leaft the Thurid’rer ow’d, 
465 And ill he pays the Promife of a God; 

If yon proud Monarch thus thy Sonsdefies, 

-- Obfcutey' my Glories, and refumes my Prize, °° 
Far in. the deep Receffes of ‘the Main, 

Where aped Ocean holds his wat’ry Reign, =: 
470 The Goddefs-Mother heard. : The Waves divide ; 
And ltke:a-Mift the rofe above the Tide; 20. 

_. Beheld him mourtiing on the naked Shores,"\ 
_ And thus the. Sorrows of ‘his Soul explores. -. 
yeh: sa z Why 
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Why grieves my Son? Thy Anpuifh let me thare, 

Reveal the Caufe, ard truft a Parent’s Care. aye 
He deeply fighing faid: ‘To tell my Woe, 

Is but to mention what too well you know. . 

From Thebe facred to Apollo's Name, 

— (Aétion’s Realm) our conqu’ting Army cae, 

With Treafure loaded and triumphant Spoils, . 480. 

Whofe juft Divifion érown’d the Soldier's Toils ; 

But bright Chrajéis, heav’nly Prize! was led 

By Vote felected, to the Gen’ral’s Bed. _ 

The Prieft of Phoebus fought by. Gifts to gain 

His beauteotis: Daughter from the Victor’s Chain 5. 485 

The Fleet he reach’d, and lowly bending down, — 

_ Held forth the Sceptre and the Lautel Crown, 

Entreating All: but chief implor’d for Grace’ 

The Brother Kings of tress’ Royal Race: 

The gen’rous Greeks their joint Confent’ dictere 490 

The :Prieft to rev’rence; and réleafe the Fair; 

Not fo Mtrides :' He, with wonted Pride, 3 .' 

The Sire infiilied, ‘and his Gifts ‘deny’d: 3. 

Th’ inflated Sire (his God’s peculiar Care) « 

To Phebus pray’s, aod Phebus heard the: Pray’s rs 495 

a | A dread- 
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A dreadful Plague enfues ; Th’ avenging Darts - 
-Inceffant fly, and pierce the Grecian Hearts: - 
A Prophet then, infpir’d by Heav’n arofe,. 
And points the Crime, and thence derives the Woes : 
soo My felf the firft th’ affembl’d Chiefs incline - 
T’ avert the Vengeance of the Pow’r Divine; ~~ 
_ Then rifing in his Wrath, the Monarch ftorm’d ; 
Incens’d he threaten’d, and his Threats perform’d:: 
The fair Chrufeis to her Sire was fent, 
sos With offer’d Gifts to make the God relent ;_. 
But now He feiz’d Briféis’ heav’nly Charms, _ 
And of my Valour’s Prize defrauds my Arms, 
Defrauds the Votes of all the Grecign Train; 
And Service, Faith, and Juftice plead in vain, ~ 
s16 But Goddefs! thou, thy fuppliant Son attend, ~~ 
To high Olympus’ fhining Court afeend, 9 5. + 
Urge all. the Ties to former Service ow’d;) i 
And fue for Vengeance to the Thund’ring God. = 
Oft haft thou triumph’d in the glorious Boaft, |” 
‘gis Lhat thoy ftood’f{t forth, of all th’ Aéthereal’ Hoft, + 
When bold Rebellion fhook the Realms above, © 
- The utidaunted Guard of Cloud-compelling fove. 
ee ee | " When — 
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When the‘ bright Partner of his awful Reign, 

The Warlike Maid, and Monarch of the Main, . 

The Traytor-Gods, by.mad Ambition driv’n, - = 520 
Durft threat with Ghains th’ Omnipotence of Heav’n. 

Then call’d by thee: the Monfter Z7ztan came, . 

(Whom Gods Briareus,, Men Aigeon name)... 
Thro’ wondring Skies :enormous ftalk’d along; |: 

Not * He that ‘thakes the folid Earth fo ftrong: {sas + Ne: 
With Giant-Pride at fove’s high ‘Throne he ftands 9” 
And brandifh’d round him all his Hundred. Hands; 

Th’ affrighted. Gods confefs’d their awful Lord, * 
They dropt the F eters, ‘trembled and ador’d. 
This,. Goddefs this to’ his Remembrance call, | 
Embrace: his Knees, at his Tribunal fall . 

Conjure him far to drive. the Grecian ‘Train, 

To hurl thern headlong to their Fleet and Main; 
To heap the. Shores with copious Death, and bririg 
The Greeks to know the Curfe of fuch a King: | 535 
Let Agamemnon lift his haughty Head | 

O’er all his wide Dominion of the Dead, | 

And mourn in Blood, that e’er he durft diferace 

The boldeft Warrior of the Grecian Race. 

4 : G Unhappy 
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sso Unhappy Son! (fair Thetis thus replies, - 
While Tears Celeftial trickled from her Eyes). 
Why have I born thee with a Mother’s Throes, 
To Fates averfe, and nurs’d for future Woes? — 
So fhort a Space the Light of Heav’n to view! 
s45So fhort a Space, and fill’d with Sorrow too! 
Oh might a Parent’s careful With prevail, 
Far, far from [ition fhould thy Veffels fail, 
And thou, from Camps remote, the Danger fhun, 
Which now, alas! too nearly threats my Son. - 
sso Yet (what I can) to move thy Suit ll go, 
‘To great Olympus crown’d with fleecy Snow. 
Mean time, fecure within thy Ships from far — 
Behold the Field, nor mingle in the War. — 
The Sire of Gods, and all th’ Etherial Train, 
s55On the warm Limits of the fartheft Main, - 
Now mix with Mortals, nor difdain to grace 
The Feafts of thiopia’s blamelefs Race: 
Twelve Days the Pow’rs indulge the Genial Rite, 
Returning with the twelfth revolving Light. 
s60 Then will I mount the Brazen Dome, and move 
The high Tribunal of Immortal Fore. 
| The 
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The Goddefs fpoke : The rowling Waves unclofe ; . 

Then down the Deep fhe plung’ dfrom whence'fhe rofe, 

And left him forrowing on the lonely Coaft, 

In wild Refentment for the Fair he loft, 

‘In Chryja’s Port now fage Ulyfes rode ; 
Beneath the Deck the deftin’d ViGtims ftow’d : 
The Sails they: furl’d, they lath’d the Maft afide, 
And dropt their Anchors, and the Pinnace ty’d. 
Next on the Shore their Hecatomb they land, sad 
Chrufeis laft defcending on the Strand. 

Her, thus returnirig fromi the furrow’d Main; 
Ulyffes led to Phebus facred Farle; 
Where at his folemn Altar, as the Maid 
He gave to Coryfes, thus the Heroe faid, $79 
Hail Rev’rend Prieft to Phebus’ awful Doitte 
A Supptiant I from great Atrides corite : 
Unranfom’d here receive the fpotlefs Fair; 
Accept: the Hecatomb the Greeks prepare: 
And may thy God who {catters Darts around, _ so 
Aton’d by Sacrifice, defift to wound; 
At this, the Sire embrac’d the Maid again, — 
So fadly loft, fo — fought in vain, | 
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Then near the Altar of the darting King, 

385 Difpos’d in Rank their Hecatomb they bring: 
With Water purify their Hands, and take ‘ - 
The facred Off’ring of the falted Cake; — 
While thus with Arms devoutly rais’d in. Air; 
‘And folemn Voice, the Prieft directs his Pray’. 

s9° God of the Silver Bow, thy Ear ‘incline, . - a 
Whofe Power encircles C:¥a the Divine; : aoe 
Whofe ‘facred Eye thy Tenedos furveys, ©. 

And gilds fair Chry/a with diftinguifh’d Rays! 
If, fir'd to Vengeance at thy Priefts requeft,, ~ '! 

595 Thy direful Darts inflict the raging Peft; © 
Once more attend! avert’ the waftful Woe 
And {mile propitious, and unbend’ thy Bow.. ° 

So Chryfes pray’d, Apollo heard -his Pray’r: 
And now the Greeks their Hecatomb: prepare ; - 

600 Between their Horns the falted Barley threw, | a. 
And with their Heads to Heav’n the Victims ‘flew : 
The Limbs they: fever from th’ inclofing Hide ; 
The Thighs, ‘felected to the Gods, divide: 
On thefe,; in double Cawls involv’d with Art, 

60; The choiceft Morfels lay. from ev'ry Part." 
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The Prieft himfelf before his Altar ftands, 
And burns the Victims with his holy Hands, 
Pours the black Wine, and fees the Flames afpire ; 
The Youth with Inftruments furround the Fire: . 
The Thighs thus facrific’d, and Entrails dreft, © 60 

Th’Affiftants part, transtix, ‘and roaft the reft: 
Then fpread the Tables, the Repaft prepare, 
Each takes his Seat, and each receives his Share. 
When now the Rage of Hunger was repreft, 
With pure Libations they conclude the Featt ; 6x5 
The Youths with Wine the copious Goblets crown’d, 
And pleas’d, difpenfe the flowing Bowls around. 
With Hymns Divine the joyous Banquet ends, 
The Peans lengthen’d tll the Sun defcends: 
The Greeks reftor’d the grateful Notes prolong 5 620 
Apollo liftens, and approves the Song. 

"Twas Night: the Chiefs befide their Veffel lie, 
Till rofie Morn had purpled o’er the Sky : 
Then launch, and hoife the Maft ; Indulgent Gales 
Supply’d by Phebus, fill the {welling Sails; = 035 
The milk-white Canvas bellying as they blow ; 
The parted Ocean foams and roars below : 

° H Above 
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Above the bounding Billows fwift they flew, 
?Till now the Greczan Camp appear'd in view. 

630 Far on the Beach they haul their Bark to Land, 
(The crooked Keel divides the yellow Sand) 
Then part, where ftretch’d along the winding Bay 
The Ships and Tents in mingled Profpect lay. 
But raging ftill amidft his Navy fate 

635 The ftern Achiwes, ftedfaft in his Hate ; 

Nor mix’d in Combate, nor in Council join’d, 

- But wafting Cares lay heavy on his Mind: 
In his black Thoughts Revenge and Slaughter roll, 
And Scenes of Blood rife dreadful in his Soul. 

640 “Twelve Days were paft, and now the dawning Light 
The Gods had fummon’d to th’ Olympian Height. 
‘Fove firft afcending from the Wat’ry Bow’rs, 

Leads the long Order of A‘therial Pow’rs, 
~ When like a Morning Mit, in early Day, 

64s Rofe from the Flood the Daughter of the Sea; _ 
And to the Seats Divine her Flight addreft. 
There, far apart, and high above the reft, 

The Thund’rer fate ; where old Olympus throuds 
His hundred Heads in Heav’n, and props the Clouds. 
a | | Suppliant . 
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Suppliant the Goddefs ftood : One Hand the plac’d6se 


Beneath his Beard, and one his Knees embrac’d. | 
If e’er, O Father of the Gods! the faid, 
My Words cou’d pleafe thee, or my Actions aid ; 
Some Marks of Honour on my Son beitow, 
_ And pay in Glory what in Life youowe. 646 
Fame is at leaft by Heav’nly Promife due 
To Life fo fhort, and now difhonour’d too. 
Avenge this Wrong, oh ever juft and wife! 
Let Greece be humbled, and the T’rojaus rife ; 
°Till the proud King, and all th’ Achaian Race 6é0 
Shall heap with Honours him they now difgrace. 

Thus Thetis fpoke, but fove in Silence held 
The facred Counfels of his Breaft conceal’d. 
Not fo repuls’d, the Goddefs clofer preft, 
Still grafp’d his Knees, and urg’d the dear Requeft. 665 
O Sire of Gods and Men! thy Suppliant hear, 
Refufe, or grant; for what has Fove to fear? 
Or oh declare, of all the Pow’rs above 
Is wretched Thetis leaft the Care of fove? — 

She faid, and fighing thus the God replies = 670 
Who rolls the -Thunder o’er the vaulted Skies. 

a | What 


32 HOMER's ILIAD. BooxlL 
~ What haft thou ask’d? Ah why fhould ove engage 


In foreign Contefts, and domeftic Rage, — 
The Gods Complaints, and funo’s fierce Alarms, - 
67; While I, too partial, aid the Trojan Arms? - 
Go, left the haughty Partner of my Sway - 
- With jealous Eyes thy clofe Accefs furvey ; 
But part in Peace, fecure thy Pray’r is {ped : 
_ Witnefs the facred Honours of our Head, - 
680 '[’he Nod that ratifies the Will Divine, 
The faithful, fix’d, irrevocable Sign ; 
This feals thy Suit, and this fulfills thy Vows-—- 
He fpoke, and awful, bends his fable Brows ; 
Shakes his Ambrofial Curls, and gives the N od ; 
685 The Stamp of Fate, and Sanction of the God : 
High Heav’n with trembling the dread Signal took, 
And all Olympus to the Centre fhook. 
Swift to the Seas profound the Goddefs flies , 
‘fove to his ftarry Manfion in the Skies. 
690'The fhining Synod of th’ Immortals wait 
The coming God, and from their Thrones of State 
Arifing filent, wrapt in Holy Fear, | 
Before the Majefty of Heav’n appear. 
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Trembling they ftand, while Fove affumes the Throne, 
All, but the God’s Imperious Queen alone: 695 
Late had the view’d the Silver-footed Dame, | 
And all her Paffions kindled into Flame. - 
“Say, artful Manager of Heav’n (the cries) 
Who now partakes the Secrets of the Skies? 
Thy uno knows not the Decrees of Fate; © -700 
In vain the Partner. of Imperial State. _ 
What fav’rite Goddefs: then. thdfe. Cares divides, ‘i 
Which Fove in Prudence from his Confort hides? 
To this. the Thund’rer : : Seek not thou:to find 
The facted Counfels of Almighty Mind: 705 
Involv’d ‘in Darknefs lies the great Decree, ~ | 
Nor can the Depths. of Fate be -pierc’d by thee. 
What fits thy Knowledge, thou the firft fhalt know ; 
The firft of Gods above and Men below: — | 
But thou, nor they, fhall fearch the Thoughts that rol | 710 
Deep in the clofe Receffes of my Soul. - 
Full on the Sire the Goddefs of the Skies 
Roll’d the large Orbs of her majeftic Eyes, 
And thus return’d. Auftere Saturnius, fay, 
From whence this Wrath, or who controuls thy Sway 2715 
I Thy 
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‘Thy boundlefs Will, for me, remains in Force, 
And all thy Counfels take the deftin’d Courfe. - 
* But °tis for Greece I fear:. For late. was fen 
In clofe Confult, the Silver-footed Queen, 
720°Fove to his Thetis nothing! cauld deny, 
Nor was the Signal vain: that: fhook' :the Sky. 
What fatal Favour has.the Goddefs won, <-> 
To grace her fierce, texorable, Son? 5st 
Perhaps in Grecian -Blood.to drench: the Plain, —~ 
725 And glut his Vengeance with my People fain 
Then thns the God:. Qh reftlefs Fate of Pride, 

. That ftrives to learn: what’ Heav’n: refolves to. bide ;” 
Vain is the Search, prefumptuous and abhrr’d, — - 
Anxious to thee,.and odious to thy Lord. :°— ~ 

73° Let this fuffice ;. th’. immutable Decree _ _ 
No Force can fhake: What: zs, that ought to ‘be. | 

- Goddefs: fubmit,: nor’ dare: our Will withftand, - 
But dread the Pow’r of this avenging Hand; —- 
Th’ united Strength of all: the Gods above =~ 

735In vain refifts th? ‘Omnipotence of Jfove. 
The Thund’rer fpoke, nor durft the Queen: reply 5. 

- A rev’rend Horror’ fitenc’d: all the Sky: — | 
Sib g 4 The 
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The Feaft difturb’d with Sorrow: Vulkan faw,, 

His Mother menac’d, and the Gods in Awe ; : 

Peace at his Heart, and Pleafureihis Defign, 740 

Thus: interpos’'d ‘the Archite& Diyine. 

The wretched Quarrels of the mortal State 

Are far unworthy, Gods! of your Dehafeé: °° 

Let Men ‘their -Days in fenfelefs Strife employ, '' 

We, in eterndl Peace-and conftanit: Joy... =. ‘745 

Thou, ‘ Goddefs-Mother, with out Sire comply, 

Nor break: the facred- Union of: the Sky. 0 

Left, rouz’d to Rage, he -thake:the bleft: Abodes,* 

Launch the red Lightnisig, and dethrone:the Gods. 

If you fubmit, ‘the Thund’rer ftands appeas'd ; 75° 

The gracious: Pow’r is willing to be pleas'd. - - 

Thus Vulean fpoke; and rifing with a Bound, | - 

The double Bowl with fparkling Nedar crown’d, 

Which held to ‘Fano in a chearful way, 

Goddefs (he cry’d) be patient and obey, © «755 

Dear as you are, if fove his ‘Arm'extend,.  '} 

I can but ‘grieve, unable to defend. 

What God fo daring in your Aid to move, > 

Or lift his‘Hand againft the Force of Fove ?, 
te 4 Once 
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760Once in your Caufe I felt his matchlefs Might, 
Hurl’d headlong downward from th’ Etherial Height ; 
Toft all the Day in rapid Circles round ; 
Nor ‘till the Sun defcerided, touch’d the Ground: 
Breathlefs I fell, in giddy Motion loft ; 
765 The Sznthians rais’d me on the Lemuzan Coaft. 
He faid,..and to her Hands the Goblet heav’d, 
. Which, with aSmile, the white-arm’d Queen receiv'd. 
Then to the reft he fill’d; and, in his Turn;. 
Each to this Lips apply’d the nectar’d Urn. | 
770V ulcan with awkward Grace his Office plies, 
And’ unextinguifh’d ‘Laughter fhakes the Skies, 
Thus the bleft Gods the Genial Day prolong, — 
In Feafts Ambrofial, and Celeftial Song. 
Apolla tun’d the Lyre; the Mufes round — 
775 With Voice alternate aid the filver Sound. 
Meantime the radiant Sun, to mortal Sight 
 Defcending f{wift, roll’d down the rapid Light. 
Then to their ftarry: Domes the Gods depart, 
The fhining Monuments of Vulcan’s Art: 
780 fove on his Couch reclin’d his awful Head, 
And uno flumber’d on the golden Bed. 7 
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OBSERVA TIONS 
ON THE 


-T. is fomething firdnge that of: all the Commentators 
upon Homer, there is hardly. one whofe principal De- 
-, fign is'to illufbrate rhe Poetical Beauties of the Author. 
They are voluminous in 7 thofe Sciences 
which he made but fubfervient to his Poetry, and {paring 
only. upon that-Art which. conftitutes his Character. ‘This 
has, been occafion’d by: the Oftentation of Men who had 
more Reading than Tafte, and were fonder of fhew- 
ing: their Variety of Learning in all Kinds, than their 
fingle Underftanding in Poetry.. Hence it comes to_ pais 
that their Remarks are rather Philofaphical, Hiftorical, Geo- 
graphical, Allegorical; or in fhore rather: any. thing than 
Critical’ and: Poetical.; Even the Grammarians, tho’ their 
whole Bufinefs and Ufe be only ‘to: sender’the Words of an 
Author intelligible, are ftrangely couch’d with thé Pride of 
doing fomething more. than they ought. .. ‘The grand: Am- 
bition, of one. fort! of Scholars is to'encreafe:the Number of 
Varieus Leétioys; which they have done to:fach -a’ degree of 
obfcure Diligence, , that-we now begin to value the firit Edi- 
tions of Bogks: as: moft-.correct, becaufe they have been. leaf 
corrected. | Ehe prevailing Paflion of others is to dilcover 
New Meaxings in an Author, whom they will caufe ‘to: appeat 
myKesious purely for the Vanity of being thoaght ‘to unra- 
vel him... ‘Thefe account it-a difgrace to be of the Opinion 
of thefe that preceded them ; and it is generally the “ ? 
a ° oe 
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fuch People who will never fay what was faid before, to fay 
what will never be faid after them. “If they~can but finda 
Word that has once been ftrain’d by fome dark Writer to 
fignify any thing different from its ufual Acceptation, it is 
frequent with them to apply it conftantly to- that, uncommon 
Meaning, Whénever they meet it in-a chear Writer: For 
Reading is fo much dearer to them than Senfe, that they will 
difcard it at any time to. make way for a Criticifm. In other 
Places where they cannot conteft the Truth of the common 
Inzerpretation, they get themfelves room for Differtation by 
imaginary Ampbibologies, which they will have to be defign’d 
by the Author. This Difpofition of finding out different 
Significations in one thing, may be the Effect of either too 
much, or too. little Wit: For Men of a right Underftanding 
generally fee at once all that an Author can:reafonably mean, 
but others are apt to fancy Two Meanings for:want of knaw- 
ing One. Not to add, that there is a vaft:deal of diffe- 
rence between: the Learning : of a Critick ,’ and:the Pazzting 
ofa:Grammarian, it. a ee 
. It is no eafy Task to. make fomething out of a hundred 
Pedants that is not Pedantical; yet this he muft do, ! who 
would give a tolerable Abftra& of the formet Expofitots of 
Homer. ‘The-Commentaries' of Eufathis ate-indeed an ini 
menfe Treafury of the Greek Learning ; but‘ as he feems,to 
have amaffed the’ Subftance: of whatever. others. had written 
upon the Author; . fo. he.is.not free from fome of the'fore-. 
going Cenfuresi::. There’ ave. thofeé who -have: faid that 
a: judicious Abftra& of ‘Him: alone mivht- furnily-“sut 
fufhiierit Ilufttations upon Homer. : It.was' refelv’d: t6' take 
the‘trouble of' reading thro’: chat voluminous Work, and’ the 
Reader: may: be! aflur'd,: -thofe Remarks«ithat’ any! way 
concern the ‘Poetry or Art of the Poet, are -muth “fewer 
than ‘is imagin’d: The greater ‘Part. of thefe is already 
plunder’d: by fuicceeding Commentators, who: Kave very little 
but what they owe to him: and I am oblig’d'to fay: eveit’ of 
Madam Dacier, ‘that fhe is either more beholden to him than 
the has confeffed; or has read him lefs tham the:is willing ‘to 
own:. She has made a farther Atrempt than: her ‘Predéceffors 
to difcover the Beauties of the Poet ; tho’ we have often _ 
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her general Praifes ahd Exclamations inftead of Reafons, But 
her Remarks all together are the moft judicious Collection ex- 
tant of the fcatter’d Obfervations of the Ancients and Mo- 
derns, as her Preface is excellent, and her Tranflation equally 
careful and elegant. - = a 

The chief Defign of the following Notes is to comment 
upon Homer as a Poet; whatever in them is extracted from 
others is conftantly own’d; the Remarks of the Ancients 
are generally fet at length, and the Places cited: all thofe 
of Exufiathius are collected which fall under this Scheme: 
many which were not acknowledg’d by other Commentators; 
are reftor’d to the truce Owner ; and the fame Juftice is fhown 
to thofe who refus’d it to others. a are 
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THE Plan of this Poem is form’d upon Anger‘ and its ilt 
Effetts, the Plan of Vsrg:l’s upon’ pious Refignation and 
its Rewards: and thus every Paflion or Virtue may be 
the Foundation of the Scheme of an Epic. Poem. — This Di- 
ftinétion between: two Authors who have been {o faccefsful, _ 
{eem’d neceflary to be taken notice of, that they who would 
imitate either may-not {tumble at the vety Entrance, or curb 
their Imaginations fo as.to deprive us of noble Morals told in 
a hew Variety of Accidents. Imitation does not. hinder In- 
vention: We may obferve the Rules of Nature,’ and write in 
the Spirit of thofe who have beft hit.upon them, without 
taking the fame Track, beginning in the fame Manner, and 
following the Main of their Story almoft ftep by ftep ; as moft 
of the modern Writers of Epic Poetry have done. after one of 
thefe great Poets, _ a ae ea ak 
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parifon between Homét end Virgil; which is by no means the 
moft juilicious of his Wotks.. He cavils firft at the Poet’s in- 
{iting fo much. upon the Effects of Achilles’s Anger, That it 
was ‘ the Caufe. of the Woes of the Greeks,” thar it « fent fo 
« many Heroes to the Shades,” that “ their Bodies were lefe 
“ a Prey to Birds and Beatts,” the firft.of which he thinks had 
been fuficient. One may anfwer, that the Woes of Greece might 


confift in feveral other things than in-the Death of her He- - 


roes, Which was therefore needful to be {pecify’d : As to the 
Bodies, he might have reflected how great a Curfe the wane 
of Burial was accounted by the Ancients, and how prejudicial 
it was efteem’d even to the Souls of the deceas’'d:. We have 
a moft particular Example of the Strength of this Opinion 
from the Conduc& of Sophocles in his Ayax ; who thought 
this very Point fufficient to make the Diftrefs of the laft AG 
of that Tragedy after the Death of his Heroe, purely to fa- 
tisfy the Audience that he obtain’d the Rites of Sepulture, 
Next he objects it as: prepofterous. in Homer to ‘defjre the 
Mufe to teli him the whole Scory, and.at the fame time to 


inform her folemaly' in his own Perfon that ‘twas the #7// of 


Jove whith brought it about: - Bur is a Poet then to be ima. 
gin’d intirely ignorant, of his Subje@,: tho’ he invokes the 
Mute .co relate the Particulars} May not Homer be allow'd 
the Knowledge of fo plain a Truth, .as thar the Will of God 
is fulfild in ail things Nor. does his Manner of faying this 
infer that he informs the Male of it » bat only correfporids 
with the. ufual way. of. defiring. Information from another 
concerning any thing, . and at che fame time mentioning that 
little we know of itin general. What is there more in this 
Paflage >. “ Sing, O Goddels, thar Wrath of A:hiljes » which 


“* prov’d fo pernicious to the Greeks: We only know the Ef. 


“* fects of it, that it fent innumerable brave Men to the 
“* Shades, and that it was Fove’s Will it thould be fo. But 
“ tell me, O Mufe, what was the Source of this deftructive 
“ Anger?” I can’t. apprehend what Rapin means by faying, 
it is hard to know. where : this nvacatiou-ends, and that it is 
confounded with she Merete, which fo ‘manifeftly begins 
at Ayrés xj Awe doe. But apon the whole, methinks the 
French Griticks play doable’ with us, when they fometimes 
8 4 ‘yy 
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reprefent the Rules of Poetry ro be form’d upon the Practice 
of Homer, and at other times arraign their Mafter as if he 
tranfgrefsd them. Horace has faid the Exordiam of an Epic 
Poem ought to be plain and modeft, and inftances Homer’s as 
fach ; and Rapin from this very Rule will be trying Homer and 
judging it otherwife (for he criricifes alfo upon the beginning 
of the Odyffes) But for a fult Anfwer we may bring che 
Words of Qusntihan (whom Rapim himfelf allaws to be the 
beft of Criticks) concerning thefe Propofitions and Invoca+ 
tions of our Author. “ cakes Aaditorem snvocatione 
“< dearum quas prefidere vatibus creditam eff, mteutum pro- 
S° pofita rerum maguituame, & doctlem funsad celerster com 
© prebenfa, fact. | | - | 

- oS at et A, ee 

‘Verse r.| Mivy decide Sed Myanidtdiw ” Ayiatoo. . ; 

Plutarch obferves there is a Defe& im the Meafate of this firft 
Line (I fuppofe he means in the Aze’s of ‘the Patronymick.) — 
This he thinks the fiéry Vein of Homex making hafte to his 
Subjeét, : paft over with a bold Negleé&, being confcious of 
his own Power and Perfection in the greater Parts ; as fome 
(fays he) who make Virtue their fole Aim, , pafs hy Cenfure 
in {maller Matters. But perhaps we may find no occafion to 
fuppofe this a Neglect in him, if we confider that the word 
Pelides, had he made ufe of it without fo many Alterations as 
he has put it to in Myaqiddkw:, would {till have been true to 
the Rules of Meafure.. Make but a Diphthong af the fecond 
Eta and the Jota, inftead of their being two Syllables (per- 
haps by the fault of Tranfcribers) and the ObjeGion is gane. 
Or perhaps it might be defign’d that the Verfe in which he 
profeffes to fing of violent Anger fhould run aff in the Ra- 
pidity of Daétyles.. This Art he is allow’d to: have usd in 
other Places, and Vixgs/ has beech particularly celebrated for it.. 


Verse 8. Will of Fove] Plutarch in his Treatife of read- 


ing Poets,: interprets. Mec inthis Place to fignify Fate, nat 
ae imagining 
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imagining it confiftent with the Goodnefs of the fupreme Be= 
ing, or Jupiter, to contrive or practife any Evil againft Men. 
Exuftathius makes [Wil] here to refer to the Promife which 
Fupiter gave to Thetis, that he would honour her Son by 
fiding with Troy while he fhould be abfent. But to reconcile 
thefe two Opinions, perhaps the Meaning may be that when 
Fate had decreed the Deftruction of Troy, Fups#er having 
the Power of Incidents to bring it to pafs, fulfill’d that Decree 
by providing Means for it. So that the Words may thus 
{fpecify the Time of Action, from the beginning of the 
Poem, in which thofe Incidents work’d, ’till the Promife to 
Thetis was fulfil’d, and the Deftruction of 7roy afcertain’d to 
the Greeks by the Death of Heftor. However it is certain 
that this Poet was not an abfolute Fatal, but ftill fuppos’d 
the Power of Fove fuperior: For in the fixteenth Ihad 
we fee him defigning to fave Sarpedon tho’ the Fates had 
decreed his Death, if Fuzo had not interpofed. Neither 
does he exclude Free-wsl] in Men; for as he attributes the 
Deftruction of the Heroes to the Wil of ‘Jove in the begin- 
ning of the Jiad, fo he attributes the Deftruction of Uh/fes’s 
Friends to their own Folly in the beginning of the Ody/fes, — 


Autiy yde obertenow dractarinow orovre. 
, fa, 


Verse 9. Declare, O Mufé.| It may be queftion’d whether 
the firft Period ends at Ass &” éreaslero Beas, and the Interroga- 
tion to the Mufe begins with EZ 3 0} +2 aedta—Or whethes 
the Period does not end ’till the words, dts Aywmrgds, with 
only a fingle Interrogation at Ti 7 de oie betiv---? I fhould 
be inclin’d to favour the former, and think it a double Inter- 
rogative, as Mslton feems to have done in his Imitation of 
this Place at the beginning of Paradje Loft. . | . 


Say firft what Caufe 
Mov'd our grand Parents? &c. And juft after, 
| Who firft feducd them to that foul Revolt? 
Befides that I think the Propofition concludes more nobly 
with 


the First Book. 

with the Seriterice Swch was the Will of Jove. But the 
fatter being follow’d by moft Editions, and by all the Tranf- 
lations I have feen in any Language, the general Acceptatiori 
is here comply’d with, only tranfpofing the Line to keep 
the Sentence laft: And the next Vetfes are fo turn’d as to 
include the double Intérrogation, and at the fame time do 
juftice to another Interpretation of the Words Ez 4 09 tra, Ex 
quo tempore; which marks the Date of the Quatrel from 
whence the Poem takes its Rife. Chapman would have Ex 
guo underftood of Fupster, from whom the Debate was fug- 
gefted ; but this clafhes with the Line immediately follow- 
ing, where he asks What God infpir'd the Cohréntion > 
and anfwers, It was Apollo: | 


VI. 

VERSE i. Latoria’s Son.|: Here the Author who firft in- 
vok’d the Mufe as the Goddefs of Memory, vanifhes from 
the Réader’s view, and leaves her to relate the whole 
Affair through the Poem, whofe Prefence from this time dif- 
fufes an Air of Majefty over the Relation. And left this 
fhould be loft to our Thoughts by the Continuation of the 


Story, he fometimes refrefhes them with a new Invocation at 
proper Intervals.  Luftathtus. | 


oe VIL. 
VERSE 16. The Sceptre oe thé Laurel Crown.] There is 


fomething exceedingly venerable in this Appearance of the 


Prieft to command Attention. . He comes with the Enfigns 
of the God he belong’d to; the Laurel Crown, now carry’d 
in his Hand to fhow he was a Suppliant ; and a golden Scep- 
tre which the Ancients gave in particalar to Apollo, as they 
did a filver one to the Moon, a other forts to other Planets. 
Euftathius. : 


VIL... ae 

Verse 23. Ye Kings and Warriors.) The Art of this 
Speech is remarkable. Chry/es confiders the Conftitutlom of 
D ~ the 
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the Greeks hefore-7roy, as made uprof. Empops _pattly from 
Kingdoms and. partly from Democracigs.:: Wherefore she hes 
gins with a diftinction which comprehends. all. Ader .this, 
as Apolte’s Prielt, -he prays that they may obtain the two Blef 
fings they had moft in view, the Conquelt.of Zioy, and. 
fate Return. , Then as he names his Petition, he offers an 
extraordinary Ranfom, and concludes with bidding them fear 
the God if they refufe it; like one who from his Office feems 
to forefce pheir, Mifery and exhorts them to. fhun it..." Thus 
he.endeavours to work by the Art of a general Application, 
by Religion,.: by Tpterest , and the. Infinyation.of Danger. 
This. is the, Subftance. of whae. Eyfathms remarks: pn this 


Place ; and in purfuartce to his laft-Obfervation, the Epithet 


“tvenging is added to this Verfion, that it may appear the 
Prieft foretells the Anger of hjs God. 


IX... ened cx - oe 

Verse 33..He with Pride repylvd.] It has been rensark’d 
in Honour of Homer's Judgment, and the Care he. took 
of his Reader’s Morals, that where he {peaks of evil Actions 
committed, or hard Words given, he. generally charagte- 
rifes. them as fuch by a previous Expreflion;. This Paflage 
is given as one Inftance of it, where he fays the Repulfe of 
Chryfes was a proud injurious Action’ in Agamemnon: And 
it may be remark’d that before his Heroes fall on one 
another with hard Language, in this Book, he ftill takes 
care.to let us knew they were under. 4 Difragtion of Anger. 
Phaparch af reading Poe. 
ae az mo . BF Se a ». = ee : 

_ VERSE 41, Fill Time Shall rifle exrry youthful Grace, 
0, Aad as difioifs her frona-my cgld Embrace, 
Ate daily Laabours of the Loora employd,. 

Or doom’d to deck the Bed fhe once enjoyd| 


The Greek is dvridoay, which fignifies either making the Bed, 

or paxighing it, ;-Enftathis and Madam Dacier. iaGit very 

mych.wpon its being taken.ia, the fosmer Senfe only, . fot. we 
3 4 a | 0: 


vi 


ee ee 


the. Fars7; Baan 


of prefenting a loofe Idea to the Reader, and of offending 
againft the Modefty of the Agufe who is fuppos’d to relate 


ebe y& @ 


the Poem. This Obfervation may very well become a Bifho 
and a Lady: But that Agamemnox was, not ftudying -kery for 
Cinility of Exprefion,, appears froma, the wholq Ttnonr. of: bits 
Spegeh 5. and that he defign’d Chr fess, fox imore, than. 4 Seb 
vant-Maid. may he. feen, from, fome thes. thiggs: he’ fays ef 
hay, as that he preforr’d:hes, to-his Quern Aysempe fiers» ia. 
A; e. Jimmpudencp af which Conleflon Madam, Decser cet 
has elewhere animadvertedyupon:, Me, Drydéy i his Trani. 
lation of this, Book, has been juftes ta. the Royal Pedinandf 
Agamemnon ; tho’ he has carry’d the Point fo much on the 
other fide, as to make him;promife a greater Fondnefs for 
her in her old Age than in her Youth, which indeed. is 
‘hardly; ctedible,; (5 Soe OS HA A AA Ud aaa 


we sw 


on ro me ee : e av if ‘ a, : en 
OG a a A dy Epica’. Cog e a 


Pee ae ise. L ee 
‘est Bone fhe. fpall be, 2468 creeping Age othe Tinie. .920 


~ 


ae OO: 


Si, Meee ee se ee ee Se a eee ee hoe throw 
Nothing could. have made Mr, Drydewicapable-of this Miftake 
but extreme hafte in Writing ; which never.ovght.to bt-inté 
puted as a Fault to him, but to thofe who fufferd fo noble a 
Genius to lie under the neceffity of it. 
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ees gue nuit: OO Ce ae oe, | ee eae. ee ee ee ee 
VERSE 47. The, trembling Priefi,), We raay. take. notice 
here,. once for -all,: that Homer is frequently ;Ehequents: it. this 
very Silence. Chryfes fays not aword. in abfwer’ re: the Int 
fults of Agamemnon, but walks. penfive along the Shore; and 
the melancholy Flowing of the Verfe admirably exprefles: the 
Condition of the mournful, and. defersed Father. (oie oie 
ia a ee . wee Wig Sees ee a es ee 
*, BRD dxtwy raed Bva-meprroioBevw Aardganee: i a 
SS aS err armen oP Ub See ce ee ul Z 


QJ Ee 
‘XID Verse 


lhe 


1 8 
fo. « f ~~ 


qi 


12 


OBSERVATIONS o” 
OxdL 
VERSE 61. The fav'ving God attends.) Upon this firlt 


Prayer in the Poem Exuffathius takes occafion to obfetve, that 
the Poet is careful throughout his whole Work to let no Prayer 


ever fall entirely which has Juftice on its fide; but he who 


rays either kills his Enemy, or has Sighs given him that 
a has been heard, or his Friends return, or his Undertaking 


facceeds, or fome other vifible Good happens. So far in- 
ftruttive and ufeful to Life has Homer made his Fable.’ 


XI 


Verse 67. He bent his deadly Bow.| In the tenth Year of 
the Siege of Zroy a Plague happen’d in the Grecian Camp, 
occafion’d perhaps by immoderate Heats and giofs Exhala- 
tions.. At the: Introduétion of this Accident Homer be- 
gins his Poem, -and ‘takes occafion from it to open the 
Scene of Action witli a moft beautiful Allegory. He fuppofes 
that fuch Affli@ions are‘fent from Heaven for the Punifhment 
of our evil ACtions, and becaufe the Sun whom the Heathens 
worfhip’d was a principal Inftrument of it, he fays it was fent 
to a / ap Sin LY that God and injuring his 


ORT, - 


Verse 69. Mules and Dogs.| Hippocrates obferves two 
things of Plagues; that their Caufe is in the Air, and that 
different Animals are differently touch’d by them according 
to.‘their Nature or Nourifhment. This Philofophy Spon- 
danas. refers to the Plagud here mention’d. Firft, the Caufe. 
is:in the Air, beam of the Darts or Beams of Apollo. 
Secondly, the Mules and Dogs are faid to die fooner than the 
Men; partly becaufe they a by Nature a Quicknefs of 
Smell which .makes the Infe@ion fooner perceivable ; and 
partly by the Nourifhment they take, their feeding on the 
Earth with prone. Heads making the Exhalation the 
more eafy to be fuck’d in with it. ‘Thus has —_oe fo 
je ES eg ong 


the First Book 


long after Homer: writ, fubfcrib’d to his Kndwledge inthe 
Rife and Progrels of chis Diftemper. .\."There have:been forme 
who have refer’d this Paflape to a religious Senfe, making 
the Death of the’Mules and-Dogs before the Men: to. point 
out a kind Method: of Providence.in punifhiag ,: whereby ‘it 
fends fome previous Affli@ions to warn Mankind fo as to 
make them fhun the greater Evils by Repentance. This 
Monfieur Dacier in his Notes on Aysfrotles’s Art of Poetry calls 
a Remark perfectly fine, .and. agreeable to.God’s Method of 
fending ‘Plagues.on the A.gypizans, where firft Horfes, Afiés, 
&c. .were {mitren, and afterwards the.Men themfelves. _ - 


‘ | ae XV. GE ag EB He ee, | 

e. Verse 74. Thetis’ God-/ke Son convenes a Councl.] On the 
tenth Day a Council is held:to enquire why the Gods were 
angry 2. We may obferve with Plutarch, how jultly he applies 
the Characters of his Perfons.to the Incidents ; not making 
Agamemnon but Achilles call this Council, who: of -ali the 
Kings was moft: capable of :inaking' Obfervations: upon the 
Plague, .and-of :forefeeing its Duration, >as: having ‘been bred 
by Chiron tothe. Seudy:of: Phyfitk.” One may:mention alfo 
a Remark of Eafathéus in.purfuance'to this, that: Funo’s ado 
vifing ‘Him in.chis-cafe might allude td:his;Kndwiedge of ian 
evil’T emperament: in the ir; ‘of. which the: "— Goddeff.: * 
ar. Sk WPT hele ea ay ae). So 
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- a | re Pg ak Oe ar oe . et 40 
oc MeEkse 79. Why leave we not the fatal'Trdjan Shore,» &e.4 
The Artifice of chis Speech (according: to’ Dasnyfus of Halts 
carnaffus .in: his: fecond ‘Difcourfe, ea tongyuetrerpeiew): isicade 
mirably carry’d on to open ah ‘Accufation ‘againit Agamemnon} 
whom Achilles fulpeéts to be .the. Cadfe of all thir: Mileriess 
He directs himfelf not to the Aflembly;‘ bur to Agumemneny 
he names not only the Plague but the War too, as having 
exhaufted them all, which Was. evidently due to his Family. 
He leads the Augurs he would confult, by pointing at fome- 
thing lately done with refped-to Apoll.2And while He:cbn- 
sihues within the -puard: of s-civil. Exprefhon | featcering hte 
Oe, eal : E Infinua- 


ed 


OBSERVATIONS on 


Infinuations, he encourages thofe who may have more Know- 
ledge to {peak out boldly, by letting them fee there is a Party 


‘made for their Safety ; which has its Effe& immediately in 
the following Speech of Chakas, whofe demand of Protection 
{hows upon. whom the Offence is to be plac’d. 3 


- XVIL 


Verse 89: By myfiic Dreams.| ¥t does hot feem 


' that by the word ¢évelgoroacg an Interpreter of Dreams is 


ys ee 


meant, for we have no hint of any preceding Dream which 
wants to be interpreted. We may pee Je more pro- 
bably refer it to fich who us’'d (after performing proper 
Rites) to lie down at fome facred Place, and expec a 
Dream from the Gods upon any particular Subje& which 
they defir'd. That this was a Practice amongft them, ap- 


pears from the Temples of Amphiaraus in Bocotia, and Po- 


dalirius in Apuka, where the. Enquirer was oblig’d to fleep at 
the Altar upon the Skin of the. Beaft he had facrified in 
order to obtain an. Anfwer. It is in this manner that Za- 
tinus in VergsPs feventh Book goes to dream in the Tem- 
ple of Faunus, where we have a particular Defcription of 
the whole Cuftom. Strabo, Lib. 16. has {poken’ con- 
cerning the Temple of feru/alem as a Place of this.Nature ; 
“« where (fays he) the People either dream’d for themfelves, 
“or procur’d fome good Dreamer to do it:” By which 
it fhould feem he had read fomething concerning the Vifions 
of their Prophets, as that which Samuel had when he 
was order’d to fleep a third time before the Ark, and upon 
doing fo had an Account of the Deftruction of E/’s Houfe : 
or that which happen’d to Solomon after having facrificd be- 
fore the Ark at G:beon. The fame Author alfo has men- 
tion’d the Temple of Serapis in his feventeenth Book as a 
Place for receiving Oracles by Dreams. | ats 


| XVI - 
y Verse 97. Belov? d | of Jove, Achilles Thefe Appellations 


of Praife and Honour with which the Heroes in Homer fo 
ae. a : ! frequently 


th First Book: 


frequently falute each other, were agreeable to the Style of 
the ancient Times, as appears from feveral of the like Na- 
ture in the Scripture. Miron has not been wanting to give 
his Poem this Caft of Antiquity, throughout which our firft 
Parents almoft always dccoft each other with fome Title that 
expreffes a Refpect to the Dignity of human Natute. 


Daughter of God and Man , immortal Eve. 
Adam, Earth’s hallow’d Mould of God snfpir'd. 
Offipring of Heav'n and Earth, and all Earth’s Lord. &c. 


XIX: 


- Verse 115. Not even the Chief.) After Achillts had 
brought in Chalcas-by his dark.Doubts concerning Agamem- 
non, Chalcas who perceiv’d them, and was unwilling to be 
the firft that nam’d the King, artfully demands a Proteétion 
in fuch:' a manner, as confirms thefe Doubts, and extorts 
from him that warm and particular Expreffion “ that he would 
“ protect him even againft Agamemnon,” who, as he, fays, is 
now the greateft Man of Greece, to hint that at the Expi- 

ration of the War he fhould be again reducd to ‘be barely 
King of Mycene. This Place Plutarch takes notice of as the 
firft in which Achilles fhews his Contempt of Sovereign Au- 
— Be XX. aan 


’ Verse. 117.. The. Blamelefs Prieft.| The Epithet dusuey 
er blamelefi, is frequent in Homer, but not always us’d. with: 
fo much Propriety as here.. ‘Fhe Reader may obferve that 
Care has not been wanting thro’ this Tranflation ‘to preferve 
thofe Epithets which. are peculiar to the Author, whenever 


they. receive any Beauty from the Circumftances about them::' 


as this of blamele/s manifeftly does in the prefent Paflage. 
It is not only apply’d to a Prieft, but to one who being con- 
{cious of the Truth, prepares with an honeft Boldnefs to dif- 
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MW ER st 131. Augur.accurft.) This Expreffion is not meerly 
thrown out by chance, but proves what Chalcas {aid of the 
King when he ask’d Protection ; that he harbour’d Anger in 
his Heart. For it aims at the Prediction Chalcas had given 
at Aulis nine Years before, for the facrificing his Daughter 
Iphigenia, Spondanus. | 
Fhis, and the two following Lines are in a manner’ Repe- 
titions of the fame thing thrice over. It is left to the Rea- 
der to confider how far it may be allow’d, or rather praifed 
for a Beauty, when we confider with Euflathius that it is 
4 rhoft natural Effect’ of Anger to be full. of .Words:and in- 
fitting on that. which galls us... We may ‘add, that ‘thefe rez 
iterated. Expreffons; might be fuppos’d: to. be thrown out 
ave after anather, according as Agamemnon: is. ftrack in the 


Genfulidn- of his Paffion, frft. by:che. Remembrance of one 


Prophecy;..4nd then. of ‘another ji.:which 
utter'd ‘againft hits 6 a Nd ey 
ee 5, Se ee: Bae a ee 
iin Bee fee ae et Rn al, a8. ce ® 
ga eo Cee ee eee ee Me 
| Verse 143. ‘Vos half fo dear were Clytemneltra’s Charms. ] 
Agamemnon having heard the Charge which Chalcas drew up 
againft him in two Particuldts,: that he had affronted the 
Prieft, and refus’d to reftore his Daughter; he offers one An- 
fwer. which gives. fofteping Colours to: both ,. that be lov'd 
her.,ds well -ds his Queen Chyemmnefirm for : her ‘Perfectio 
ons. - Thus he.would.feem.:to fatisfy the: Father by Kind 
nefs ‘to his Daughter,, to: excafe:himfelf:before the:Greeks fav 
what: is pa(t,:.arid;to-ntake a Masirjof yielding: her in: the fol 
lowing Lines, and. facrificiag his Pafhon:.for their Safery.- “3 
week qibrqg erties qin: BA we 
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Verse 155. Infatiate King.| Here, where this Pafion o 

Anger grows loud, it feems proper to prepare the Reader, 

and. prevent his Miftake in the Character of Achslles, which 


might 


2 


the:-EFrrst Book: 


might fhock him’ in feveral Particulars following: We fhould. 


know that the Poet has rather ftudy’d Nature than Per- 
fection in the laying down his Charaéters. He. refolv’d 


to fing the Confequences of Anger; he confider’d what Vir- 


rues and Vices would conduce moft to bring his Moral out of 
the Fable; and artfully difpos’d.them in his chief Perfons 
after the manner in which we generally find them ; making 
the Fault which moft peculiarly atrends any good Quality, to 
refide with it. Thus he has plac’d Pride with Magnanimity in 
Agamemnon, and Craft with Prudence in WAj//es. And thus 
we mutt take his Achilles, not .as a meer heroick difpaf 
fion’d Character, ‘but as one compounded of Courage and 
Anger; one who finds himfelf almoft invincible, and af- 
fames an‘ uncontroul’d Carriage upon the Self-confcioufhefs 
of his Worth; ‘whofe high Strain of Honour will not fuffer 
him to betray his Friends or fight again{ft them, even wher 
he thinks they have affronted him; but whofe irlexorable Re- 
fentment will not let him hearken to any Terms of Accom- 
modation. Thefe, are the Lights and Shades of his Cha- 
racter, which Homer has heighten’d and darkned in Extréams ;. 
becaufe'on the one fide Valour is the darling Quality of Epic. 
Poetry, and on the other, Anger the. particular Subject of 
his Poem. When Characters thus mix’d are well conducted, 
tho’ they be not morally beautiful quite through, they con- 
duce more to the end, and are ftill poetically perfect. 
Plutarch takes occafion from the Obfervation of this Con- 


duct in Homer, to applaud his juft Imitation of Nature and © 


Truth, in reprefenting Virtues and Vices intermixed in his 
Heroes: conttary to the Paradoxes and f{trange Pofitions of 
the Stoicks, who held that no Vice could confift with Virtue, 
nor the leaft Virtue with Vice. — Plut. de aud. Poetss. | 


XXIV... 
VERSE 169. Great as thou art, and bke a Géd in Fight.] 


The Words in the Original ‘are Seoeteea ’Aywarcd. Ulyffes is 
foon after call’d Aws, and others in other Places. The Phrafe 


of Devine or God-lske is not ufed by the Poet to fignify Per~ 


fection in Men, but apply’d to confiderable Perfons upon ac- 
oe F count 
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for feveral fair Endowments. 
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cotint 'of fome.:partioular Qualification or. Advantagé: which 
they: were pofle(s’d of far above the common Standard of 
Mankind. ‘Thus’ it is afcrib’'d to Achilles upon account of 
his great Valour, to U/yffes for his Preheminence in Wifdom, 
even-to: Paris for his exceeding Beauty, and: to Chytemne/fra: 
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Verse 172...Firft let the juft Equevalent.} The Reafoning _ 
in point of — between Achilles and Agamemnon feems to, - 
be this. Achilles pleads that Agamemnon ¢oyld not feize upon, - 
any other.Man’s Captive without a hew Diftribution, it being 
an Invafion of -private: Property.. On. the -other hand, . as. 
Agamemnon'’s Power was limited, :'how caine it. that all the 
Gvecsan Captains would fubmit to an illegal! and arbitrary: 
A@ion 2 I think the Jegal Pretence for his feizing Brifezs 
muft have been founded arpon ‘that Law,. whereby the Com= 
mander in Chief:.had the Power! of ‘taking: what part of the 
Prey:-he pleas’d for his:own Ufe:. And he being obliged to, 
reftore what he had taken,: it feem’d but: juft. that -he fhould: 
have.a‘fecond Choice." - or _ | 


a E ae ; : ‘i ; pu ‘ ; re 
a : fos - gout a ore < 
‘one & oa RXV 2 ae 
‘ ug v7 ee e AS é es i on a og te A Ns 


Venst 213. And dart thou threat to {natch my Prize away, 
_ . Dae to. the Deeds of: many_a dreadful Day?\ , | 
The-Anger of thefe two Princes was equally upon the account 
of Women, but yet it is obfervable that there is a different 
Air with which they are conducted... Agamemnon appears as 
a Lover, Achilles as a Warriour >. "The one {peaks of Chryfers 
as a Beauty whom he valu’d equal to his Wife, and whofe 
Merit was too confiderable to. be eafily refign’d; the other 
treats Brifeis as a Slave, whom he is concern’d to preferve 
in point of Honours, and as a Teftimony of his Glory. 
Hence it is that we never hear him mention her ..but 
as his: Spo, the Reward of War, the G:ft the Grectans 
gave him, or the tike Exprefhons: .and accordingly he yields 
her up, notin Grief for a Mifttefs whom. he lofes, bat in 
pa , Sullen nefs 


theeFirst; Boox.:. 


Sullentiefs for an'Injury:that is done him., This Obfervation 
is, Madam; Dacser’s;-:gnd will often appéar. jult as we. proceed 
farther, .., Nothing sis. finer. than’ the Moral exhibited to us 
in. this: Quarrél, of: the Blindnefs and Partiality of Mankind 
to their.jown: Faults: , The :Graceans make a War-to reco+ 
yer,a Womtan that: was.ravith’d ,.:and:arg in danger to fail in 


the Attempt by a Difj puteabout: another. - Agamennon while 


he is revenging a Rapes cbmmits.one ; aid Achilles.while he is 


in. the: utmoft Fury: ‘himfelf,.. teproaches. Agamembon for his 
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io WERSE 225; Flys !enghty:Warrtour.| . Achilles: having 
threates’d to leave them in the former. $pecch,j .and {poken 
ef his AGsiof Wary the Pogt, here. pits an_astful--Plece of 
Spite in the Mouth. of Aqamembon; making him epprobrioully 
brand his Retreat 95.4 Flight, ‘add leflen the -Appearaned of 
his Courage by calling;iu the Love of Contention atid Slaugliter, 


XXVHI. 


— Virsk.229. Kings, the Gods diflingus{led. Gare.\. In the 
Driginal--it-is Avotgelbeg, or. aerft by four. Hauer often 
ufes to call his Kings by fuch Epithets as Awycvel; barn. of the 
(sods, or AurgeQelc; bred by the: Gods; by which he: points out 
to themfelves, the Offices they were ordain’d for; ‘and ‘to 
their People, the Reverence that fhould be pay’d them. Thefe 
Expreffions: of his are perfectly id the exalted Stylt of. the 
Eahern Nations, and' correfpandent to thofe Places:of holy 
Scripture where they are call’d Geds, ‘and the Sons of the mof 
PIGS: EEN Sat ee SE ina a 
|, Verse:26i. Minerva /waft defended from above.| ‘Homer 
having by- degrees rais’d Achilles to fuch:a Pitch of Fury as‘to 
make him ‘capable: of attempting Agamemnon’s Lifeiin the 
Council, Pallas the Goddefs of Wifdom defcends, and being 
feen only by him, pulls him: back in the very':Inftant of 
Execution. . He paslies with her a while as imagining fhe 
og a | - would 


ig: 
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would advife him to proceed, bat upon the promife of a 
time wherein there fhould be a full Reparation of ‘his Ho- 
nour, he fheaths his Sword in Obedience to her. She afcends 
to Heaven, and he being left to himfelf, falls again upon 
his General with bitter Expreffions: “The Allegory here may 
be allow’d by every Reader to be unfored: The Prudence of 
Achilles checks him in the rafheft Moment of his Anger, it 
works upon him unfeen to others, but does not entirely pre- 
vail upon him to defift, ’till he remembers his own Impor= 
tance, and depends upon it that there will be a neceffity of 


their courting him at any Expence into the Alliance again. 


Having perfuaded himfelf by fuch Reflections, he forbears 
to attack his General, but thinking that he facrifices enough 
to Pruderice by this Forbearance, lets the thought of it vanifh 


from him, and no fooner'is Wifdom gone but he falls into 


more violent Reproaches for the Gratification of his Paffion. 
All this is a moft beautiful Paflage whofe Moral is evident, 
and generally agreed upon by the Commentators. _ | 


INXX, 


VERSE 268. Known bythe ames that fparkled from her Eyes.) 


They who carry on this. Allegory after the moft minute man- 
tier, refer this to the Eyes of AchiHes, as indeed we muft, 
if we entirely deftroy the bodily Appearance of Minerva. But 
what Poet defigning to have his Moral fo open, would také 
pains to form it into a Fable? In the proper mythological 
Senfe, this Paflage fhould be referr’d to Minerva: according 
to an Opinion of the Ancients, who fupposd that the 
Gods had a peculiar Light in their Eyes. That Homer 
was not ignorant of this Opinion appears from his ufe of 
it in other Places, as when in the third /4ad Helena by 
this means difcovers Venus: and that he meant it here is 
particularly afferted by Helodorus in the third Book of 
his Aethiopick Hiftory. ‘‘ The Gods, fays he, are known in 
“‘ their Apparitions to Men by the fix’d Glare of their Eyes, 


“ or their gliding Paflage through Air without moving the 


“ Feet ; thefe Marks Homer has usd from His Knowledge of 


“ the Aigyptian Learning, applying one to. Pallas, and 


“ the 


the:First Book. 


“ the: ather. to Neptune.” Madam Dacrer has gone into 
the contrary Opinion, and blames Awfathiws and others 
without overthrowing thefe Authorities, or afligning any 
other Reafon but that it was not proper for Menerva’s Eyes 
to fparkle, when her Speech was mild. | 


XXXII. 


_ Verse 198. Thou Dog im Forebead.| Xt has been one of 
the Objections againft the Manners of Homer’s Heroes, that 
they are abufive. Monf. de /a Motte afhrms in his Difcourfe 
pon the Jad, that great Men differ from the vulgar in their 
manner of expreffing their Paffion; but certainly in violent 
Paffions (fuch as thofe of Achilles and Agamemnon) the Great 
are As fubject as.any others to thefe Sallies; of which we 
have frequent Examples both from Hiftory and Experience. 
Plutarch, taking notice.of this Line, gives it as a particular 
Commendation of Homer, ‘that “ he conftantly affords us a 
“‘ fine Ledture of Morality in his Reprehenfions and Praifes, 
“ by referring them not to the. Goods of Fortune or the 
“ Body, but thofe of the Mind, which are in our Power, and 
“* for which we are blameable or praife-worthy. Thus, fays 
“he, Agamemnon is reproach’d: for Impudence and Fear, 
“© Ajax for vain-bragging, Idomeneus for the Love of Con- 
“< tention, and U/y/Jes does. not reprove even Ther/ites but as 


-_ a Babbler, tho’ he had fo many perfonal Deformities to 


<< object to him.. In like manner alfo the Appellations and 
‘«« Epithets with which they accoft one another, are gene- 
“rally founded. on fome diftinguifhing : Qualification of 
“ Merit, as Wife Ulyfles, Hector equal to Jove m Wi- 
“© dom,. Achilles. chtef Glory of the. Greeks,” and the. like. 
Plutarch of reading Poets. — _ = — 


XXXII. 


VERSE 299. In ambufl’d Fights to dare.| Homer has mag- 
nify’d the Ambufh as the boldeft manner of Fight. They 
went upon thofe Parties with a few Men only, and generally 
the moft daring of the Army, on Occafions of the greateft 

| | G a Hazard, 
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Hazard, where they were therefore more expos’'d than in 2 
regular Batcel. Thus [domeneus in the thirteenth Book ex 
prefsly tells A/ertones that the greateft Courage appears in 
this way of Service, each Man being in a manner fingled ou 
to the Proof of it. . Hxftathzus. | 


XXXII. 


Verse 309. Now by this facred Sceptre.| Spondanus in this 

Place blames Euftathius, for faying that Homer makes Achilles 
in his Pafhon fwear by the firft thing he meets with; and 
then affigns (as from himfelf) two Caufes which the other 
had mention’d fo plainly before, that it is a wonder they 
could be over-look’d. The Subftance of the whole Paffage 
in Euffathms is, that if we confider the. Sceptre fimply as 
Wood, Achilles after the manner of the Ancients takes in 
his Tranfport. the firft thing to fwear by; but that Homer 
himfelf has in the Procefs of the Defcription affign’d Reafons 
why it is proper for the Occafion, -which may be feen by 
confidering it Symbolically. Firft, That as the Wood bein gr 
cut from the Tree will never re-unite and flonrifh, fo neither 
fhould their Amity ever Hourifh again, after they were divided 
by this Contention. Secondly, That a Sceptre being the 
mark of Power and Symbol of Juftice, to fwear by it might 
in effe& be conftrued {wearing by the God of Power, and 
by Jultice itfelf ; and accordingly it is {fpoken of by 4réffotle, 
3 4. Pot. as a ufual folemn Oath of Kings. 
- I cannot leave this Paflage without fhowing in Oppofition 
to fome Moderns who have criticiz’d upon it as tedious, that 
it has been efteem’d a Beauty of fo fine a Nature by the An- 
cients as to engage them in its Imitation. Vzgsdl has almoft 
tranfcrib’d it in his 12 42x. for the Sceptre of Latinus. 


Ut fceptrum hoc (fceptrum dextra nam forte gerebat ) 
Nunquam fronde lev: fundet virgulta nec umbras ; 
— Cum femel in filvis imo de firrpe recifum, 
Matre caret, pofustque comas & brachia ferro: | 
Olim arbos, nunc artificis manus ere decoro 
Iucheit, Patribufgue dedit gefare Latiuis. = & 
3 But 


«the Firast. Book. 


But I cannot think this comes up to the Spirit or Propriety 
of Homer, notwishftanding the Judgment of Scaliger who de- 
cides for Virgil upon a trivial comparifon of the Wording in 
‘each, 43. cap. 3. Poet.- It fails in a greater Point than any 
she has mention’d,' which is that being there wi’d on occa- 
fion of a Peace, it has no embleimatical reference to Divifion, 
‘and yet defcribes the cutting of the Wood and its Incapacity 
to bloom and branch again, in as many Words as Homer. “It 
is borrow'd by Valerius Flaceus in: his ‘third Book, where he 
makes Fa/on {wear as -a-Wartionr by his:Spear, a 


Hanc ego magnanini Spolum Didyrmaonis haflam, 3 
Ut femel eft avulfa jugs a matre perempta,y  ) 
Dua neque jam frondes virides neque proferet umbras; 
Fida minifteria & duras obit horrida pugnas, = 


Te ee 


And indeed, however ‘he may ‘here borrow fome Expreffions 
from Virgd or fall below hiny ih ethers, he has neverthelefs 
kept to leas in the Emblem, by introducing the Oath 
upon Fa/or’s Grief for. failing ‘to Colchss without Hercules, 
when he had feparated himfelf from the Body of the Agonauts 
to fearch after Hylas. To render the Beauty of this Paffage 
more manifeft, the Allufion is inferted (but with the fewett 


Words poffible) in this Tranflation. 
XXXIV | 
VERSE 324. Thy Rafbne/s made the braveft Greek thy Foe:} 


Tho’ felf-praife had not been agreeable to the haughty Na- 
ture of Achilles, yet Plutarch has mention’d a Cafe, and with 


refpect to him, wherein it is allowable. He fays that Achilles 


has at other times afcrib’d his Succefs to Fup#er, but ic is 
permitted to a Man of Merit and Figure who is injurioufly 
dealt with, to {peak frankly of himfelf to thofe who are for- 
getful and unthankful. | eS LS | 


XXXV. 


23 


24. 


OspSERVATIONS On 
XXXV. 


VERSE 333. Zwo Generatious.| The Commentators make 


not Neffor to have liv’d three hundred Years (according to 


Ovid's Opinion ;) they take the word yévea not to .fignify a 
Century or Age of the World; but a Generation, -or compafs 


_of Time in which one Set of Men flourifh, which in the com- 


mon Computation is thirty Years; and accordingly it is here 
tran{lated as much the more probable... | 

From what Neffor {ays in this Speech, Madam Dacier com- 
putes the Age he was of, at the end of the 7rojan War. The 
Fight of the Lapsthe and Centaurs fell'out fifty five or fixty 
Years before the War of Troy: The Quarrel of Agamemnon 
and Achilles happen’d in the tenth and laft Year of that War. 
It was then fifty five or fixty five Years fince Mefor fought 
againft the Centaurs; he was capable at that time of giving 
Counfel, fo that one cannot imagine’ him to havé been under 
twenty: From whence it will appear that he was now almoft 
arriv’d to the Conclufion of his third Age, and about four+ 
{core and five, or fourfcore and fix Years of Age. 


XXXVI 


VERSE 339. What Shame.| The Quarrel having’ rifen 
to its higheft Extravagance, Neffor the wifeft and moit aged 
Greek is raifed to quiet the Princes, whofe Speech is therefore 
fram’d entirely with an oppofite Air to all which has been 
hitherto faid, fedate and inoffenfive. He begins with a foft 
affectionate Complaint which he oppofes to their Threats 
and haughty Language; he reconciles their Attention in an 
awful manner, by putting them in mind that they hear one 
whom their Fathers and the greateft Heroes have heard with 
deference. He fides with neither, that he might not anger 
any one, while he advifes them to the proper Methods of 
Reconciliation; and he appears to fide with both while he 
praifes each, that they may be inducd by the Recollection 
of one another’s Worth to return to that Amity which would 
bring Succefs to the Caufe. It was not however re 

wit 


the Frrst Book. 


with the Plan of the Pocm that this fhould entirely appeafe 
them, for then the Anger would be at an end which was pro+ 
pos’d to be fung through the whole. Homer has not therefore 
made this Speech to have its full Succefs ; and yet that the 
Eloquence of his Ne/for might not be thrown out of Charaéter 
by its proving unavailable, he takes care that the Violence 
with which the Difpute was manap’d fhould abate inimediatel 
upon his {peaking ; Agamemnon corifefles that all he fpoke 
was right, Achilles promifes tot to fight for Brifeis if the 
fiould be fent for, and the Couticil diflolves. « - 2 
Td is to be obferv’d that. this Chara@er of Authority and 
Wifdom in Neffor,-is evety where admirably ufed by Homer, 
and thade td exert itfelf thto’ all the grear Emetgencies of 
the Poem: ‘As he quiets thé Printes. here, he -prépofes hat 
Fipedient which reduces the Army into theit Ordef after thie 
Sedition in the ‘fecond Book. Whea- the Greeks sre ‘in’ the 
utmolt Diftreffes; *tis he who -advifes thy building the Forrifié 
eation before the Fleet, which is the chief mearis of prefers 
ving them. And it is by his Perfuafion thie Parrsches puts 
on the Armour of Achilles, which occafions the Return of 
that Heroe, and the Conquef¥ of Troy. 
eT RW 
Cet hae ae cS that ee at ane he See Bue ee 
ON ERSE 394, lion No anore! Achilles draw 0 Ste 
1 Oss congn'ring Sword in-any Woman's Cafe yor nl ic! 
When AchiHles promifes Roe to contelt for Brie; he expreffes 
# 78:4 fhdep defpifing Ait, Tl well nes: fighs ‘for she Jake of a 
roman: by which he glatices ax elena, and eats av oblique 
Reflection upon tho Commanders whorir he is about tofeave 
at the: Stese for her Caufe: One itiay obfttve haw well i¢ is 
faicy'd of the Poet, t6 make one Woaiari ‘the droid: of-a 
Quarrel which ‘breaks at Alliance’ shat was! only ford upon 
actount ‘of another : -and how! miuch the Citcuhftatice thas 
¢onfider'd. contributes fo. keep up: the Ange? of vichilles, fot 
eatrymg ont tld Poem beyond this Difoterion! of che Coanctk: 
For (as he hinfelf argues with Ub fles in the 94h! Wiad) At ts 
as reafonable for him to retain his Anger upon the account of 
Brifasd,.ds-for the Brothers with all Greece to carry on a 
iH : War 
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War upon the fcore of Helena. 1 do not know that any 


Commentator has taken notice of this Sarcafm of Achilles, 
which I think a very obvious one. 


XXXVIII. 
Verset 413. The Abluteons.| All our former Exgh/b Tranf- 


lations feem to have err’d in the Senfe of this Line; the 
word Avuara being differently render’'d by them, Offass, or 
Entrails, or Purgaments, or Ordures, a profs Set of Ideas 
of which Homer is not guilty. The word comes from — 
aiw, eluo, the fame Verb from whence érauudwovro, which 


precedes in the Line, is deriv’d. So that the Senfe ap- 


pears to be as it is render’d here [They wath’d, and threw 
away thesr Wafhings.| Perhaps this Luftration might be 
ufed as a Phyfical Remedy in cleanfing them from the 
Infection of the Plague: as Pau/famas tells us it was by 
the Arcadsans, from whence he fays the Plague was called 
avun by the Greeks. | : 7 — 


... MXXIX., 


VERSEE 430. At awful diftance filent.| There was requir'd 
a very remarkable Management to preferve all the Characters 
which are concern’d in this nice Conjun@ure, wherein the 
Heralds were to obey at ‘their Peril. Agamemnon was to be 
gratify’d by an Infult on Achilles, and Achilles was to fuffer fo 
as might become his Pride, and not have his violent Temper 
provok’d. From all this the Poet has found the Secret to 
extricate himfelf, by only taking care to make. his Heralds 
ftand in fight, and filent. Thus they neither make ga- 
memmnon’s Majelty fuffer by uttering their Meflage fubmiffively, 
nor occafion a rough-Treatment from Achilles by demanding 
Briféis in the peremptory Air he order’d; and at the fame 
time Achilles is gratify’d with the Opportunity of giving her 
up, as if he rather fent her than was forced to relinquifh her. 
The Art of this has been taken notice of by Euftathius. 


a ae. 4 OF Verse 


t 


the Frrst Book.: 


XL. 


Verse 451. She in Soft Sorrows.| The Behaviour of Byz- 
Jes in her Departure is no lefs beautifully imagin’d than the 
former. A French or Itakan Poet had lavifhd. all: his Wit 
and Paffion in two long Speeches on.this Occafion, which 
the Heralds muft have wept to hear ; inftead of which Homer 
gives us a fine Picture of Nature. We fee Brifezs pafling un- 
willingly along, with a dejected Air, melted in Tendernefs, 
and not able to utter a word: And in the Lines immediately 
following, we have a Contraffe to this in the gloomy Refent- 
ment of Achilles, who fuddenly retires to the Shore and vents 
his Rage aloud to the Seas. The Variation of the Numbers 
jaft in this Place adds a great Beauty to it, which has been 
endeavour’d at in the Tranjlation. | ) 


a 3,  XLL, | 
VERSE 458. There bath'd in Tears,] Euftathius obferves on 
this Place that. it is no Weaknefs in Heroes to weep, but the 
very Effect of Humanity and Proof of a generous Temper ; 
for which. he offers feveral Inftances, and takes notice that 


if Sophocles would not let Ajax weep, it is becaufe he is drawn 
rather as a Madman than a Heroe. But this general Ob- 


fervation is not all we can offer in excufe for the Tears of 


Achilles :- His are Tears, of Anger and Difdain (as I have ven- 
tur’d to call them in the Tranflation) of which a great and 
fiery Temper is more {ufceptible than any.other ; and even 
in this cafe Homer has.taken care to preferve the high. Cha- 
racter, by making him retire to, vent his ‘Tears out of fight. 
And we may add to thefe an Obfervation of which Madam 
Dacter 1S fond ss which. is, the Reafon why Agamemnon parts 


not in Tears from Ghry/eis, and Achilles fhould from Briféss : 


The one. parts willingly from his Miftrefs, and-becaufe he 
does it for his People’s Safety it. becomes an Honour to him: 
the other is parted unwillingly, -and-becaufe his General takes 
her by force the AGtion celles a. Difhonour. upon him, 


XLIU. Verse 
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XLU. 


~ Vinse 464. The Thund’rer ow'd.] This alludes to a Story 
which Achilles tells the Embafladors of Agamemion, J] 9. 
That: He ‘had. the Choice of two Fates: one lef glorious at 
home, .but bleffed with a very long Life; the other full 
of Glory at Zroy, but then he.was never to return. The 
Alternative being thus propos’d co him (not from Jupiter 
but .YHezs who. reveal’d the Decree): he chofe the latter , 
which he looks upon as his due, :fince he gives away len oth of 
Life for it: and accordingly when he complains to his Mo- 
ther of the: Difgrdce he lies under, it-is in. this manner he 
makes.a demand of Honour: ee ee 
_ Mont. de la Motte very judicioufly obferves, that but for 
this Fore-knowledge of the Certainty of his Death at Troy, 
Achilles’s Character could have drawn but little Efteem 
from the Reader. A Herod of a vicious Mind, bleft only 
with a Superiority of Strength, and invulnerable into the bar- 

ait, Was hot véry proper-to excite Admitation ; | but Flomer 
By this. exquifite Piece of Are: Has made him the gtéateft of 
Heroes, ‘whois fill purféing Glory: in’ ¢ontemprt- of Death 
and‘ even under-that Certainty generodfly devoting ~ himfetf 
i? ‘every AGtion.: -' - “eae ake a ie ee a th eee " ; 

Venss 479. ‘From Thebs.] Homer who open’d his Poem 
with the Adtion which immediately brought on Achilles's'An= 
ger, ‘beitig now dhe an Account of ehe fame thitig-again, 
takes his Rife intore ba 


A 


ckward ia the Story! “Thus the Reader 
is infortn’d in what’ he fhoutd know, without having beer 
deldy’d ‘from ehtering upon the promtis’'d Subjed. ' This is the 
firft Attempt which we' fee thade towdrds the Poetical Me= 
thod of Narration, which diffeis Rerh the Hittorical in that 
it does not: proceed’ always diredtly int the Line of Time, but 
fometimes relates things: whieh’ have « gotte before when 
more proper Opportunity demands it to" stake: the Narration’ 
more ifforming or -beautifal; <7. 00S Tew 


ey: - The 


the First Bookx.: 


The foregoing Remark is.in regard only'td the firft fix 
Lines of this Speech. What follows is a Rehearfal of the 
preceding Action of the Poem, almoft in the farne Words he 
had ufed in the. opening ie; and: is one of thofe Faults 
which has with molt Juftice been objected to our Author. Ie 
is not to be deny’d -but the Account’muft be tedious, of what 
the Reader had been juft before inform’d:. and efpecially 
when we are given:to underftand it was: no ne sa Sd 
what Achilles fays at. the beginning ,..that Yhetss knew’, the 
whole Story .already. As to. repeating. the fame Lines,. a 
Pra@tice ufual with: Homer, it:is not.fo-excufable in this Place 
as in thofe where Meflages are deliver’d in the: Words they: 
were receiv’d, or the like; ic being unnatural to imagine, 
that the Perfon whom the Poet introduces as aQtually {peak- 
ing, fhould fall into the felf-fame Words that are us’d in the 
Narration by the Poet himfelf. Yet Milton was fo great an 
Admirer and Imitator of our Author, as not to have {crupled 
even this kind of Repetition. The Paflage is at the end of 
his tenth Book, where 4dam having declar'd he would. pro- 
ftrate himfelf before God in certain particular A&s of Humi~ 
liation, thofe Ads. are::immediately after defcrib’d by the 
Poet in. the fame Words. | a ee eo 


case s Ree ne * XLIV. - i 


- Verse 514. Oft haft thou triumph’d.| The Perfuafive which 
Achilles'is here made to put into the Mouth of Thetis, is moft 
artfully contriv’d to fuit the prefent Exigency. You, fays he, 
muft intreat 7upiter to bring Miferies on the Greeks who are 
protected by Funo, Neptune, and Minerva: Put him there- 
fore in mind that -thofe Deities were once his Enemies, and 
adjure him by that Service you did him when thofe very Powers 
would have bound him, that he will now in his turn affift you 
again{t the Endeavouts they will certainly oppofe to my Withes. 
Euflathus, 5  *°  * S Pk ee | 

. As for the Story itfelf, fome have thought (with whom. is 
Madam Dacser) that there was fome imperfect 'Tradition. of 
the Fall of the Angels for their Rebellion, which the Greeks: 
had receiv’d by Commerce with Zigypr: and thus they. ac- 
en oe I 
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tures, fo far might tend to heighten the Reverence paid the 
Gods. But befides this, as the. difference is thus told in 
Poetry, it is of ufe to the Poets themfelves: For it appears 
like a kind of Teftimony of their Infpiration, or their Con- 
verfe with the Gods, and thereby gives a Majelty to their. 
Works. et” . ae ee 

7a = ae # XLVI - = 
— Verse 554. The Sire of Gods, and all th’ Exherial Train, * 
_ On.the warm Limats of the fartheft. Mam, . — “Pe 

Now mix with Mortals, nor difdain to grace... 

The Feafts af Hthiopia’s blamelefs Race.) +. >. 
The Ethiopians, fays Diodorus, 1. 3. are {aid to be the In 
ventors of Pomps, Sacrifices, folemn Meetings, ‘and: other 
Honours paid to the Gods. From hence :atofe their Cha+ 
racter.of Piety, which is here celebrated by.Homer. . Among 
thefe-there was an. annual Feaft at so/pols, which Eufiathius. 


. mentions, 


the: Firet; Boor 


apéntions, »wheteif. they cacry’d about the Statues of ‘Jupiter 
and..the other Gods;; for ewelve Days,” accordihg-to their 
Numbers: ¢o whichif we add: the ancient Cuftom of fetting 
Meat. befdre: Statues; it will ‘appear @.Rire from which this 
Fable might eafily:erife. »Byt:it.. would-be a great Miftake co 
imagine from, this Placé, that omer .reprefents the Gods as 
cating and. drinking-pom Earth: a grofs-Notion he was ne- 


yer guilty of, as 4ppeats from, thefe Verfes in the fifth Book, 
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Macrobins would haye it, that, by Jupier hete -mention’d is 
meant the Swz, and that the Number Twelve hints at the 
twelve Signs.;° bur’ whatever maybe faid-in a critical Defence 
of this Opinion, I;Helieve the; Reader; will be fatisfy’d thae 
ddomer confider'd as a Poet Would have his‘Machinery under- 
{tood upon. that Syftem of the Gods which 4¢ propetly Grecean, 
One may.take notice here,!that it wert to be-wifh’d fome 
Paflage were found:ii” any authentic Author that might tell 
us. the, time of the, Yeasawhen: the LEM Oprays kept ‘this 
Feftival at Déo/pois.:'\Fos from. thence ong night determine 
the precife Seafon! of che Year.whetein the Adions of the 
Thad are reprefented to have happen’dgcand pethaps by thar 
means farther explain the Beauty and Propriety of many Paf- 
fages in the Poem. ae eee? 


XLVI. 


_.Nerse 600. The Sderifeev|' ewe confider this Paflage, it 


is not made’to fhine in Poesty:+ All that ¢an be done is to 
give it Numbers, and-endeavour to-fet. the Particulars ina 
difting View... But if we'take it’ in arotlitr Light, and as a 
. Piece of; Learning; . ic is valuable for: being the moft. exact 
Account: of the ancient Sacrifiges anywhere left lis. ; There 
is firft the Purification, . by. wafhing of'Hands.: Secondly che 
offering up of Prayers... Thirdly. the Avot, ‘or Barley. Cakes 
thrown upon the Viétim, Fourthly the manner of killing it 
oa eee © with 


31 


32 


OBSERVATIONS 


with the Head turn’d upwards to the celeftial Gods oe they 
tarn’d it ‘downwards when they offer'd ‘to the Infernals: 
Fifthly their fele€ting: the Thighs and Fat for their Gods as 
the beft of the Sacrifice, and the difpofing: abour them pieces 
cut from every part ' for a Repre entation of the ‘whole: 
(Hence the Thighs,’ or pygle, are frequently us'd-in Homer 
-and the Greek Poets for the whole Victim.) © Sixthly. the Lis 
bation of. Wine. . Seventhly confuming’ ‘the Thighs in the 
Fire of the Altar. Eighthly the Sacrificers drefling .and Feaft- 
ing on the reft, with Joy and Hymns to the Gods. Thus 
punctually have the ancient Poets and in particular. "Homer, 
written with a care and refpec& to Religion. One ‘may que- 
{tion whether any Country as much a Stranger -to Chriftia- 
nity as we are to Heathenifm, might be fo well inform’d b 

our Poets ‘in the Worfhip belonging to any Profeffion of Ré- 
ligion at prefent. + ~ es et a ee a 


-- Tam obliged to take notice how -intirely Mr. Dryden has 
miftaken the Senft of:this Paffage, add-the-Cuftom of Anti- 
quity ; for in his Franflation, the Cakes.are thrown into the 
Fire inftead of being -caft on the Vittim ;.. the Sacrificers are 
made to eat the Thighs and whatever belong’d to the Gods ; 
and no part of the Vidim ‘is confurn’d for a Burnt-offering, 
fo that in effeé& there is no Sacrifice at all.: Some of the Mi- 
ftakes (particularly that of turning thei Roaft-meat on the Spits, 
which was not known in Homer's Days) he was ted into’by 
Chapman's ‘Tranflation,- a See 2 ae 
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XLVI. 
VERSE 681. The faithful, fxd, wrrevocable Sign.| There 


are among Men three things by which the Efficacy of a Pro- 


mife may be made void; the Defign not to perform it, the 
want of Power to bring it to pafs, and the Inftabilicy of our 
‘Tempers, from all which Homer faw that the Divinity muft 
be exempted,. and therefore he defcribes the Nod,. or Ratif- 
cation of Fupster’s word, as fasthful in Oppofition to Fraud, 
fure of being perform’d in Oppofition to Weakne/s, .and srre- 
vocable in Oppofition to our repenting of aPromife. Exftathius. 
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XLIX. 


«Verse 684) Hb pike, anc duiful bends} This Defcription 
of; the Majefty of Fnpser hhbs fomething: extéedingly grand 
and venenable. Wacrobeus' reports, that.Pindsas having niade 
hip Obynpoan Jxpster:which paft for one of the préateft Mi- 
sagles of Art, :hé was ash’d ‘from what. Patterh he fram‘d :fo 
divine a Fighre , abd. dnfwer'd » fe wasfrom that Archetype 


which he-found in. thefe Lines 6f Homeri: Thefame Author — 


has alfo,taken' notice af Mmgil's' imitating it, dost >t 
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Here inilted he has ‘preferv’d: the Nod'with: its ftupentious Eft 
fed, the nniaking ‘the: Heavens-trembft. :: But he hasirleglected 
the Defcriptidn ‘of the Eyebrows! and the-Hair,. tlofe chief 
Pieces of Imagery from whence ‘the Artift-took the Idea of 
aCountenancé ptoper for the King ‘of Gods arid Men. 


Thus far Macrobias, whom Scaler anfwers im this manners _ 


at Induns:Phidiam, aut nos lads Phidias: Esam fine Homerd 
pute ilfune feiffe, fovem:non carere fuperciis & wefarie, = 
| Vaxse 694. Jove effines she Throne.) As oubee makes 
the firft Council of his Men’ to. be oné: comtinhed Scene of 
Anges, whereby the Grecsan’ Chiefs became divided, fo he 


makes the firft Meeting of the Gods to be {pent in the fame. 


Paflton ; ‘whereby Fupster is more fix’d to afhft the 7rojans 
and. Fung more incens'd agaimft them. Thus the Defigf 
of. the Poem gods on: ‘the Anger which began the Book 
overf{preads all exiftent’ Beings by the latter end of it: Hea~ 
ven and Earth become engag’d in the:Subject, ‘by! which: it 
tiles, to'a great Importance in the Reader’s Eyes, dnd is ha» 
ften’d forward into the briskeft. Scenes of Action that can be 
fram’d upon-that violent Pahoh. 0 
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° “LI. 


ic MERBE 698. Say, .axbfidl Moanager.| ‘The Gdds and God. 
ideffes béing : defcrib’d With all the Defires and Pleafures, the 
Paffions and Humours.of Mankind, the Commentators Haye 
taken a. Licence from: thence to draw not only motal Obféers 
vations, :but: alfo fatyrical Reflections our of this: part of the 
Poet. ' Thefe I am forry to fee fall fo hard upon Womankind: 
and all by :7uno’s means. Sometimes fhe procures them’ 4 
Leffon for their Curiofity and Unquietnefs,. and-at other times 
for their loud and vexatious Tempers. Funo deferves.them on 
the one hand, ‘fupiter thunders them out-on the other, and 
the learned Gentlement are very particular in enlarging with 
Remarks on both fides. In ‘her firft Speech they make the 
Poet deéferibe. rhe iriquifitive Temper of Womankind ‘in’ genes 
tal, and their Reftlefne if they are not admitted :into. every 
Sectet: . In his Anfwér to this, they trace’ thofe Methods of 
graye Remonftrante. by which it is proper for Husbands ig 
calm them: ! In her oat find it is the Nature of Woz 
men -to.bé more: obftinate for being yielded to: -and‘in his 
fécond Return to her, ‘they fee the laft Method to be ufed 
with rhem upon failure of the firft, which is the Exercife of 
Sovereign Authority. | 
Mr. Drake has tranflated all this with the utmoft Sever; 

upon the Ladies, and fpirited the whole with fatyrical Addi- 
tions of his own. ‘But Madam Dacier ‘(who-has elfewhere 
animadverted upon. the — of Theffalonica, for his 
fage Admoritions againft the: Fair Sex) has not taken ‘the 
leaft notice’ of this general Defe@tion from Complaifance in 
all the Commentators. She feems willing to give the whole 
Paflage a more important Turn, and incline us to think that 
Homer defign’d to reprefent the Folly and Danger of prying 
into the Secrets of Providence. *Tis thrown into that Air in 
this Tranflation, not.only as it is more noble and inftru@ive 
im general, but as it is more refpedful to the Ladies in par- 
ticular ; nor fhould we (any more than.Madam Dacter) have 
mention’d what thofe old Fellows have faid, but to defire 
their Protection againft fome modern Criticks their Difciples, 
who may arraign this Proceeding. LII. Verse 
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Verse 713. Rolld the large Orbs.|° The Greek is Bedimiz 
xérvic” Hey, which is commonly tranflated The venerable Ox- 
ey'd —- Madam Dacier very well obferves that fod is only 
an augmentative Particle, and figniftes no more than valde. 
Ir may: be added, that the Imagination of Oxen having larger 
Eyes than ordinary is ill grounded, and has no Foundation 
in Truth; their Eyes are no larger in proportion than thofe 
of Men, or of moft other Animals. But te it as it will, the 
defign of the Poet which is only to exprefs the Largenefs of 
her Eyes, is anfwer’d in this Paraphrafe. 


| LIL Aaa 
Verse 741. Thus interpo’d the Archie drine:|. This 
Quarrel. of the Gods being come to its height, the Poet makes 
Vulcan interpofe, who freely puts them in mind. of Pleafure, 
inoffenfively advifes Funo, illuftrates‘his Advice by an Exam= 
ple of his own Misfortune, turning the Jeft on’ himflf to 
enliven the Banquet ; and concludes the Part he is to fupport 
with ferving Necfar about. . Homer had here his Minerva or 
Wifdom to interpofe again, and every other Quality of the 
Mind refided in Heaven under the Appearance of fome Deity : 
So that his introducing Vulcaz, proceeded not from a want of 
Choice, but an Infight into Nature. He knew that a Friend 
to Mirth often diverts or {tops Quarrels, efpecially when he 
contrives to fubmit himfelf to che Laugh, and prevails on the 
angry to part in good Humour or in a Difpofition to Friend~ 
fhip; when grave Reprefentations are fometimes Reproaches, 
fometimes lengthen the Debate by occafioning Defences, :and 
fometimes introduce new Parties into the Confequences of it. 


LIV. 


VERSE 760, Once in your Caufe I felt his matcblef; Migh?.} 
They who fearch another Vein of Allegory for hidden Know- 
ledges in Natural Philofophy, have confider’'d Jupiter and 
a . | Juno 
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uno as Heaven and the Air, whofe Alliance is interrupted 
when the Air is troubled above, but reftor’d again when it is 
clear'd by Heat, or Vulcan the God of Heat. Him they 
call a diving Artificer,; from thé Activity or goneral Ulé of 
Fire in working. “They fappofe. him. to: be born iq Heaven 
where Philofophers fay thac Element has its proper Place . 
and is thence deriv’d to the Earth which jis fignify’d by. the 
Fall of Vidcan ; that he fell in Lesos, ‘becaufe that Ifand 
abounds with Sybterrancan Fires ; - and that. he contracted 4 
Lamenefs of Imperfection by the Fall ; serge tees f 


pure and active below, bur mix’d and ‘tecrefbrial., Ex fathias: 


VERSE 767. Which with @ Smile the white-arm’d Dueen 
recew'd.| The Epithet Aevxsaevoc, or white-arm’d, is ufed by 
Hemer Aeveral times before in this Book. ‘This was-the firft 
Paflage where :it could ‘he introduced with ‘any Eafe'or Grace, 
begaufe the Action fhe is here defcril’d in; of extending her 
Arm to the Cup, gives ‘it an accafion of di{playing its Beau= 
ties, 'and in a. manner demands the Epithet. Poe es 


tit 


Verse 771. Laughter fhakes the Shies.| Vulcan delign’d 
to. move Layghter by taking upon him the Office of Hebe 
and Ganymede, with his aukward limping Carriage. But tho’ 
he prevail’d and Hlomer tells you the Gods did laugh, yet he 
takes care not to mention a word of Lamenef&s. It would 
bave been cruel in him and Wi out of Seafon,. to have en- 
larg’d. with Derifion upon. an Imperfection which is out of 
one’s Power ta remedy. j oo e 

According to this good-natur’d Opinion of Eufathws, Mr. 
Dryden has treated Vulcan a little barbaroufly. He makes 
his Character .perfe&tly comical, he is the Jeft of the Board, 
and.the Gods are very merry upon the Imperfections of his 


Figure. Chapman -\éd him into this Esror in general, ‘as welt 


as into. fome. Indecencies of Exprefhon. iti particular, ‘winclt 
will be feen upon comparing them, oe 
8 LVIII. VERSE 


the First Book. 


LVIIl. 


Verse 978. Thén to their flarry Domes.| ‘The Aftrologers 
affign twelve Houfes to the Planets, wherein they are faid to 
have Dominion. Now becaufe Homer tells us Vulcan built a 
Manfion for every God, the Ancients write that he firft gave 
occafion for this Doctrine. 


LIX: 

— Verse 780. Jove on his Couch reclind bis awful Head.) 
Exftathius makes a diftinction between xabetdew and vxvow ; the 
Words which are ufed at the end of this Book and the begin- 
ning of the next, with regard to JFupuer’s fleeping. He fays 
xabeddew only means Lying down in a Difpotition to fleep ; 
which falves the Contradiction that elfe would follow in the 
next Book, where it is faid Fupszer did not fleep. I only 
mention this to vindicate the Tranflation which differs from 
Mr. Dryden's. 

It has been remark’d by the Scholiafts, that this is the on- 
ly Book of the twenty four without any Ssmile, a Figure irt 
which Homer abounds every where elfe. The like Remark 
is made by Madam Dacier upon the firft of the Ody/fes; and 
becaufe the Poet has obferv’d the fame Conduct in both 
Works, it is concluded he thought a Simplicily of Style with- 
out the great Figures was proper during the firft Information 
of the Reader. This Obfervation may be true, and admits 
of refin’d Reafonings ; but for my part I cannot think the 
Book had been the worfe, tho’ he had thrown in as many 
Similes as Virgil has in the firlt Atnerd. 
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The ARGUMENT. 
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The Tryal of the Army and Catalogue of the Forces, 


a deceitful Vifion to Agamemnon, perfuading him to 
lead the Army to Battel; in order to make the Greeks 
Senfyple 6f ehew ‘want of AcKilfes. ° The W tay: who: ts qe- 
lide with’ the ‘hopes of taking Troy withoke"his Aififtance, but 
fears the Army was difcourag’d by his Abfence and the late 
Plague, as well as by length of Time, contrives to make trial 
of their Difpofition by a Stratagem. He fof communicates bis 
Defign to the Princes in‘Counctl, that he véould propofe a Re- 
turn to the Soldiers, and that they fhould put a fiop to them if 
the Propofal was embracd. Then he affembles the whole Eft, 
and upon moving for a Return to. Greece, they unanimoufly 
agree to st and run to prepare thé Ships. They are detained 
by the Management of: Ulyfles, who chaftifes the Infalence of 
Therfites. The Affembly is recalbd, feveral S. peeches made on 
the occafion, and at length the Advice of Neftor follow’d, which 
was to make a general Mufter of the Troops, and to divide them 
into their feveral Nations, before they proceeded to Battel. 
This gives occafion to the Poet to ennumerate all the Forces of 
the Greeks and Trojans, in a large Catalogue. 
The Time employ'd in this Book confifts not intirely of one 


Ok Ee 
J UPITER mm purfuance i the Reque/ of Thetis, /énd; 


Day. The Scene kes in the Grecian Camp and upon the Sea- | 


Shore ; toward the end it removes to Troy. 


THE 
SECOND BOOK 
OF THE 

OW pleafing Sleep had feal’d each mortal Eye, 
| Stretch’d in the Tents the Grecian Leaders lie, 
Th’ Immortals flumber’d on their Thrones above ; 
All, but the ever-wakeful Eyes of ‘Fove. 
To honour Thetis’ Son he bends his Care, 5 
And plunge the Greeks in all the Woes of War: 
Then bids an empty Phantome rife to fight, 


And thus commands the Vifton of the Night. 
Fly hence, deluding Dream! and light as Air, 


To Agamemnon’s ample Tent repair. - 
Bid him in Arms draw forth th’ embattel’d Train, 
Lead all his Grecians to the dufty Plain. 

A ' Declare 
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Declare, ev’n now ’tis giv’n him to deftroy 


The lofty Tow’rs of wide-extended Troy. 


15 For now no more the Gods with Fate contend, 


At ‘Funo’s Suit the Heav’nly Factions end. 
Deftruction hangs o’er yon’ devoted Wall, 
And nodding Llton waits th’ impending Fall. 
Swift as the Word the vain /Zufion fied, 
2° Defcends and hovers o’er Atrides’ Head ; 
Cloath’d in the Figure cf the Pylan Sage, 
Renown’d for Wifdom, and rever’d for Age ; 
Around his Temples fpreads his golden Wing, 
And thus the flatt’ring Dream deceives the King. 
75 Canft thou, with all a Monarch’s Cares oppreft, 
Oh Atreus’ Son! canft thou indulge thy Reft? | 
Il fits a Chief who mighty Nations guides, 
Directs in Council, and in War prefides, 
To whom its Safety a whole People OWS, | 
30 Lo wafte long Nights in indolent Repofe ° 
Monarch awake! ’tis foue’s Command J bear, 
Thou, and thy Glory, claim his heaw’nly Care. — 
In juft Array draw forth th’ embattel’d Train, 
Lead all thy Greciaus to the duity Plain ; 
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Ev’n now, O King! ’tis giv’n thee to deftroy 95 
The lofty Tow’rs of wide-extended Toy. * % 
For now no more the Gods with Fate contend, 
At Funo’s Suit the Heav’nly Factions end. 
Deftruction hangs o’er yon’ devoted Wall, 
And nodding Ilion waits th’ impending Fall. 40 
Awake, but waking this Advice approve, 
And truft the Vifion that defcends from Fave. 

The Phantome faid ; then, vanilh’d from his fight, | 
Refolves to Air, and mixes with the Night. 
A thoufand Schemes the Monarch’s Mind employ 545 
Elate in Thought, he facks untaken Troy : 
Vain as he was, aiid to the Future blind ; 
Nor faw what ‘fove and fecret Fate defign’d, 
What mighty Toils to either Hoft remain, | 
What Scenes of Grief and Mountains of the Slain! so 
Fager he rifes, and in Fancy hears 
The Voice Celeftial murm’ring in his Ears. 
Firft on his Limbs a flender Veft he drew, 
Around him next the Regal’ Mantle threw, 
Th’ embroider’d Sandals on his Feet were ty’d, 55 
The ftarry Faulchion glitter’d at his fide ; 

And 
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Aad laft his Arm the mafly Sceptre loads, 
Unftain’d, immortal, and the Gift of Gods. 
Now rofie Morn afcends the Court of “fove; 
°° Lifts up her Light, and opens Day above. 
The King difpatch’d his Heralds with Commands 
To range the Camp, and fummon all the Bands: 
The gath’ring Hofts the Monarch’s Word obey ; 
While to the Fleet Atrides bends his way. 
65In his black Ship the Pylian Prince he found, 
There calls a Senate of the Peers around. 
Th’ Affembly plac’d, the King of Men expreft 
The Counfels lab’ring in his artful. Breaft. 
Friends and Confed’rates! with attentive Ear 
7° Receive my Words, and credit what you hear. — 
Late as I flumber’d in the Shades of Night, 
A Dream Divine appear’d before my Sight ; 
Whofe Vifionary Form like N eftor came, 
The fame in Habit, and in Mien the fame. 
75 Lhe heav’nly Phantome hover’d o’er my Head, 
And, Doft thou fleep, Oh Atreus’ Son? (he faid) 
Til fuits a Chief who mighty Nations guides, 


Directs in Council and in War prefides, _ 
_ To 
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To whom its Safety a whole People owes’: 

To wafte long Nights in indolent Repofe. 80 

“Monarch awake! tis ‘fove’s Command I bear, 

Thou and thy..Glory-claim his keav’nly: Care; 

In juft Array draw forth th’ embattel’d: Train, © 

And lead the Grectans to the dufty Plain; - 

Ev’n now, O King! ‘tis, giv’n thee to Sey ? 

The lofty Tow’rs of wide-extended. Troy. 

For now no more the Gods with: Fate contend, 

At Funo’s Suit the Heav’nly Factions’ end.~ : 

Deftruction hangs :o’er yon’:devoted Wall, 

And riddding lion: waits th’ impending Falk ~- 9° 

This hear obfervant, and the Gods obey:! - 

The Vifion fpoke, and paft in Air away...” 

Now, valiant ‘Chiefs !fince Heav’n itfelf alarms, 

Unite, and rouze the Sons of Greece to Arms. 

But firft, with Caution, tty what yet they dare, _ 95 

‘Worn with nine Years of unfuccefsful War? 

To move the Troops to meafure back the Main, 

Be mine; and yours the Province to detain; © 
He fpoke, and fate ; when Neftor rifling faid,.. 

(Neftor, whom Pyles’ ‘fandy Realms obey’d) ~ "100 


B Princes 
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Princes of Greece, your faithful Ears incline, . 
Nor doubt the Vifion of the Pow’rs Divine ; 
Sent by great fove to him who rules the Hoft, _ 
Forbid it Heav’n! this Warning fhould be loft: 
105 Then Jet us hafte, obey the Gods Alarms, 
And join to rouze the Sons of Greece to Arms. 
Thus fpoke the Sage: The Kings without Delay 
Diffolve the Council, and their Chief obey: 
The f{ceptred Rulers lead ; the following Hoft © 
110 Pour’d forth in Millions, darkens all the Coaft, 
As from fome Rocky Cleft the Shepherd fees 
- Cluftring in Heaps on Heaps the driving Bees, 
Rolling, and black’ning, Swarms fucceeding Swarms, 
With deeper Murmurs and more hoarfe Alarms; 
115 Dusky they {pread, a clofe-embody’d Crowd, — 
And. o’er the Vale defcends.the living Cloud. 
~ So, from the Tents and Ships, a length’ning Train 
Spreads all. the Beach, and wide o’erfhades the Plain: 
Along the Region runs a deaf ‘ning Sound ; 
120 Beneath their Footfteps groans the trembling Ground. 
Fame flies before, the Meffenger of ‘ove, 
And fhining foars and claps her Wings above. __ 
_ »* 2 Nine 


BooxII. HOMER ILIAD. 
Nine facred Heralds now proclaiming loud 


The Monarch’s Will, fufpend the lift’ning Crowd. 


~ Soon as the Throngs in Order rang’d appear, 
And fainter Murmurs dy’d upon the Ear, _ 
The King of Kings his awful Figuite rais‘d ; 
High in his Hand the Golden Steptre blaz’d : 
The Golden Sceptre, of Celeftral Frame, 

By Vulcan form’d, from ‘fove to Hermes came: 
To Pelops He th’ immortal Gift refign’d ; 
Th’ immortal Gift great Pelops left behind, 

In Atreus’ Hand ; which not with Afreus ends, 
To rich Fhyeftes next the Prize defcends ; 
And now the Mark of Agamemuon’s Reign, 
Subjects all /Argas,. and controuls the Main. 


On this bright Sceptre now the. King rechin’d, 
And artfal thus pronounc’d the Speech: defagn’d. 
Ye Sons of Mars, partake your Leader’s Care, 


Heroes of Greece, and. Brothers. of the War! 
Of partial Fove with fufttce I complain, 
And Heav’nly Oracles believ’d in vain. 

A fafe Return was promis’d to our Toils, 


Renown’d, triumphant,. and. enrich’d with Spoals:_ 
: Now 
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145 Now fhameful Flight alone can fave.the Hoft, — 
Our Blood, our Treafure, and our ‘Glory loft. 


“+ So Foe decrees. refiftlefs: Lord of All! 


At whofe‘Command whole Empires rife or’ fall: 
He fhakes the feeble Props of human Truft, 

:so And’ Towhs and: Armies humbles to the Dutt. 
What Shame: to.Greece-a° fruitlefs War to wage, 


-:: Oh lafting Shame in ev’ry. future Age! 


Once great in Arms, the common Scorn we. grow, 


Repuls’d. and baffled by a feeble Foe. 


155So {mall their Number, that if Wars were ceas 4 


And Greece triumphant held a gen’ral Feaft, 


2°. All rank’d by Tens ; whole Decads when they dine 


Muft want a Trojan Slave. to pour the Wine. 
But other Forces have our H opes o’erthrown, 
160 And Troy prevails by Armies not her own. 


Now nine long Years of mighty ‘fove are run, 


-. Since firft the Labours of this War begun: 


Our Cordage torn, decay’d our Veffels lie, 
And fcarce enfure the wretched Pow’r to fly. | __ 
165 Hafte then, for ever leave the Trojan Wall: 


Our weeping Wives, our ‘tender Children call: 


Love, 
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Love, Duty, Safety, fummon ws. away, 
Tis Nature’s Voice, and Nature we obéy. 
Our fhatter’d Barks may yet tranfport us 0’ er, 
Safe and inglorious, to our native Shore." #76 
Fly, Grecians fly, your Sails and Oars employ, 
And dream no more of Heav’n-defended Zroy. 
His deep Defign unknown, the Hofts approve’ : 

Atrides’ Speech. The mighty Numbers move: — 
So roll the Billows to th’ Icarian Shoré, ._: ag 
From Eaft and South when Winds begin to roar, 
Burft their dark Manfions in the Clouds, and fweep 
The whitening Surface of the ruffled Deep. 
And as on Corn when Wefltern Gufts defcend, 
Before the Blaft the lofty Harvefts bend: id 
Thus o’er the Field the moving Hoft appears, 
With nodding Plumes and Groves of waving Spears. 
The gath’ring Murmur fpreads; their trampling Feet 
Beat the loofe Sands, and thicken to the Fleet. — . 
With long-refounding Cries they urge the Train, **° 
To fit the Ships, and launch irito the Main. 
They toil, they fweat, thick Clouds of Duft arife, 
The doubling Clamours eccho to the Skies. * 

| | C Ev’n 


2 Se 
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Ev’n then the Greeks had: left the hoftile Plain, | 
190 And Fate detreed the Fall!of Troy in vain; — 
But Fove’s Emperial Queen their Flight furvey’d, | 
“11 And fighirig thus befpoke.the blue-ey’d Maid. 
Shall then the Grectaxs: fly? Oh'dire Difgrace! 
And leave !unpunith’d this: perfidious Race? . . 
195 Shall Troy; thal Priam, and th’Adult’rous ‘Spoufe, 
In Peace: enjoy the Fruits of broken’ Vows?. ’.. 
--; And braveft Chiefs,'in Helen’s Quarrel flain,, . 
[ue unpeveng’d:on yon’ detefted Plam?' — 
‘Dlow-ilet: my Greeks, unmov'd by ‘vain Alarms, — 
eooOnce more refulgent fhine in Brazen Arms,’ 
Hafté, Goddefs; hafte! the flying Hoft detain, | 
Nor let one Sail'be hoifted on the Main. 
Palas obeys, and from Olympus’. Height 
Swift to the Ships precipitates her Flight ; 
oog C/Ayffes, firft in publick Cares, fhe found, 
For. prudent Counfel like the Gods renown’d: 
Opprefs’d with gen’sous Grief the Heroe ftood, 
Nor drew his fable Veflels to the Flood. 
And is it thus, divine Laertesr’ Son! 
210 Thus fly the Greeks (the Martial Maid begun) 
[3 3 Thus 
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Thus to theis' Covintrybear their own Difgrace,\: 
And Fame eternal leave to Pria feam’s Race? fi 
Shall beautedus Hedén fill ; ‘yemaiti. unfree. a 
Still unrevdsig’d a. thoufand. Heitoes bleed??: 51! 
Hafte gen’rous Jthacus | prevent thie: Shane, . ij 215 
Recall your Armies, ;ahd: your Chiefs reclaim) U 
Your. own refiftlefs Hloquence‘tmploy,; 2205 of 
And fo th’ Immortals.tnuift the,Fall of Dvayo. 08 es: 
_ The Voice. Divine confefs'd: the: Warlike: — 
Ulyffes. heard, nor uninfpir'd: obey’. Shr 36 220 
Then. meeting firlt Atrides, from: his Hand. 
Receiv’d th’. Imperial Sceptre of ‘Command, 1 
‘Thus erac’d, Attention and Refped to; gain, 
He runs, he flies, thro’ all the Grecian’ Train, 
Each Prince of Name, ot Chief-in Arms approv’d, 225 
He fir’d with Praife or with Perfuafion moy’d, ¢: 

Warriors like you, with Strengthand Wifdom bleft, 
By brave Examples fhould confirm the yeft. '.- 
The Monarch’s Will not yet reveal’d appears; 
He tries our Courage, but refents our Fears... 230 
Th’ unwary Greeks his Fury may provoke;.  *. 
Not thus the King in fecret Council fpoke, 

4 oe fove 
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“Jove loves our Chief, fromfeve his Honour fprings 
Beware! for dreadful is the Wrath’ of Kings.: 
235 But if a clam’rous vile Plebezan rofe, | 
Him with Reproof he check’d, or tam’d. with Blows. 
. Be ftill thou. Slave! and td thy Betters yield ; 
Unknown alike in Council and in Field! * 
Ye Gods, what Daftards would our-Hoft command ? 
240 Swept to the War, the Lumber of a Land. . 
Be filent Wretch, and think not here allow’d _ 
That worft of Tyrants, an ufurping Crowd. 
To One fole Monarch fove commits the Sway ; 
His are the Laws, atid Hini let all obey. 
24s With Words like thefe the Troops Ulyffes rul’d, 
The loudeft filenc’d, and: the fierceft cool’d. 
Back to th’ Affembly roll the thronging Train, 
Defert the Ships, and pour upon the Plain. 
-Murm’ring they move, as when old Ocean roars, 
250 And heaves huge Surges to the trembling Shores: 
The groaning Banks are bur{t with bellowing Sound, 
The Rocks remurmur, and the Deeps rebound. 
At length the Tumult finks, the Nozfes ceafe, 
And a {till Silence lulls. ™ Camp to Peace. 


Ther ft tes 
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Therfites only clamour’d in ‘the Throng, agg 
Loquacious, loud, and turbulent of Tongue: 
Aw’d by no Shame, by no Refpect controul’d, | 
In Scandal bufie, in Reproaches bold : 
With witty Malice, ftudious to defame, + 
Scorn all his Joy, and Laughter all his Aim. s66 
But chief he glory’d with licentious Style . 
To lath the Great, and Monarchs to revile. 
His Figure fuch as might his Soul proclaim ; 
One Eye was blinking, and one Leg was lame: 
His Mountain-Shoulders half his Bréaft o’erfpread, 265 
Thin Hairs beftrew’d his long mif-fhapen Head. 
Spleen to Mankind. his envious Heart poffeft, 
And much he hated All, but moft the Beft. ’ 
Ulyffes or Achilles full his Theme; . | 
But Royal Scandal his Delight fupreme.  a70 
Long had he liv’d the Scorn of ev’ry Greek, |. 
Vext when he fpoke, yet ftill:they heard him fpeak. 
Sharp was his Voice ; which in the flirilleft Tone, 
Thus with injurious aunts attack’d: the Throne. . | 
Amidft the Glories of fo bright a Reign, = 243. 
What moves the great Atrides to complain ? 


D ’Tis 
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Tis thine whate’er ie Warrior’s Breaft inflames, — 
The golden Spoil, and thine the lovely Dames. 
With all the Wealth our Wars and Blood beftow, 

280 Thy Tents are crowded, and thy Chefts o’erflow. 
Thus at full Eafe in Heaps of Riches roll’d, 
What grieves the Monarch? Is it Thirft of Gold ? 
Say fhall we march with our unconquer’d Pow’rs, 
(The Greeks and 1) tov Ilion’s hoftile Tow’rs, 

285 And bring the Race of Royal Baftards here, 
For Tray ta ranfom at a Price too dear 2 

_ But fafer Plunder thy own Hoft fupplies ; 
Say would’ft thou feize fome valiant Leader’s Prize? 
Or, if thy Heart to gen’rous Love be led, 

290 ome Captive Fair, to blefs thy Kingly Bed? 
Whate’er our Mafter craves, fubmit we muft, 

- Plagu’d with his Pride, or punifh’d for his Luft. 

Oh Women of Achara }. Men no more! - 
_ Hence tet us fly, and let him: wafte his Store _ 

295 In Loves and Pleafures on the Phrygian Shore. __ 
We may be. wanted on: fome bufie Day, — 7 

_ When Lfedtor comes: So great. Achilles may >” 


From 
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From him he fore’d the Prize we jointly gave, 
From him, the fierce, the fearlefs, and the brave: 
And durft he, as he ought, refent that Wrong, | 
"This mighty Tyrant were no Tyrant long. 300 
Fierce from his Seat, at this, Ulyffes {prings, 
In gen’rous Vengeance of the King of Kings.. 
With Indignation fparkling in his Eyes, 
He views the Wretch, and fternly thus replies. __ 
Peace, factious Monfter, born to vex the State, jo; 
- With wrangling Talents form’d for foul Debate: 
Curb that impetuous Tongue, nor rafhly vain 
And fingly mad, afperfe the Sov’reign Reign. 
Have we not known thee, Slave! of all our Holt, 
The Man who acts the leaft, upbraids the moft? 3:0 
Think not the Greeks to thameful Flight to bring, 
Nor let, thofe Lips profane the Name of King. 
For our Return we truft the heaw’nly Pow’rs; 
_ Be that ther Care; to fight lke Men be ours.: 
But grant. the Hoft with Wealth the Gen’ral load, 31; 
Except Detraction, what haft thou beftow’d?. _ 
Suppole fome Hero fhould his Spoils refign, 
Art thou that Hero, could thofe Spoils be thine? 
3 Gods! 
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320 Gods! let me perifh on this hateful Shore, __ a 
And let thefe Eyes behold my Son no more ; 
If, on thy. next Offence, this Hand forbear 
To ftrip thofe Arms thou ill deferv’{t to wear, 
Fxpell the Council where our Princes meet, 

325 And fend thee fcourg’d, and‘howling thro’ the Fleet. 

He faid, and cow’ring as the Daftard bends, . 
The weighty Sceptre on his Back defcends: 
On the round Bunch the bloody Tumors rife ; 
The Tears {pring ftarting from his haggard Eyes: 

330 Trembling he fate, and fhrunk in abject Fears, _ 


From his vile Vifage wip’d the fcalding Tears. 
While to his Neighbour cach exprefs’d his Thought ; 
Ye Gods! what Wonders has U Lyffes wrought ? 
What Fruits his Conduct and his Courage yield ? 
335 Great in the Council, glorious in the Field. . 
Gen’rous he rifes in the Crown’s Defence, - 
To. curb the factious Tongue of Infolence. © .. 
Such juft Examples on Offenders fhown, — 
Sedition filence, and affert the Throne. 
330 1 was thus the gen’ral Voice the Heroe prais d, 
Who rifing, high th’ — Sceptre rais’d: 
y The 
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The blue-ey’d Padas, his Celeftial Friend, 
(In Form a Herald) bade the Crowds attend. 
Th’ expecting Crowds in flill Attention hung, 
To hear the Wifdom of his heav’nly Tangue. 
Then deeply thoughtful, paufing e’re he {poke, 
His Stlence thus the prudent Hero broke. 
Unhappy Monarch! whom the Grecian Race. 
With Shame deferting, heap with vile Difgrace. © 
Not fuch at Argos was their gen’rous Vow, 450 
Once all their Voice, but ah! forgotten now: 


345 


Ne’er to return, was then the common Cry, 
"Tull Trey’s proud Structures fhou’d in Afhes lie. 
Behold them weeping for their native Shore! 
W hat cou’d their Wives or helplefs Children: more? 3535 
What Heart but melts to leave the tender Train, 
And, one fhort Month, endure the Wintry Main > 
Few Leagues remov ’d, we with our peaceful Seat, 
When the Ship toffes, and the Tempetts beat: 
Then well may this long Stay provoke their Tears, sa 
The tedious Length of nine revolving -Y ears. 
Not for their Grief the Grecian Hoft ¥ blame ; 
But vanquith’d! baffled! oh eternal Shame ! 

iB Expect 


Oo 
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Expect the Time to Troy’s Deftruction giv’n, 
365 And try the Faith of Calchas and of Heav’n. 
What paft at Aulis, Greece can witnefs bear, 
__ And all who live to breathe this Phrygzan Aur. 
Befide a Fountain’s facred Brink we rais’d 
Our verdant Altars, and the Victims blaz’d ; 
370(" T'was where the Plane-tree {pread its Shades around ) 
The Altars heav’d; and from the crumbling Ground 
_ A mighty Dragon fhot, of dire Portent ; . 
From ‘ove himfelf the dreadful Sign was fent.- _ 
Strait to the Tree his fanguine Spires he roll’d, 
375 And curl’d around in many a winding Fold. 
‘The topmoft Branch a Mother-Bird pofleft = 
Eight callow Infants fill’d the moffie Nett ; 
Herfelf the ninth: The Serpent as he hung, 
Stretch’d his black Jaws, and crafh’d the crying Y oung ; 
380 While hov’ring near, with miferable Moan, 
The drooping Mother wail’d her Children gone. - 
The Mother laft, as round the Neft fhe flew, - 
Seiz’d by the beating Wing, the Monfter flew: 
Nor long furviv’d; to Marble turn’d he ftands — 
385A lafting Prodigy on Aulis’ Sands, ~ 7 


2 


Such 
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Such was the Will of ‘fove ; and hence we dare _ 
Truft in. his Omen, and fupport the War. 

For while around we gaz’d with wondring Eyes, 
And trembling fought the Pow’rs with Sacrifice, 
Full of his God, the rev’rend Calchas cry’d, 390 
Ye Grectan Warriors ! lay your Fears afide. 

This wondrous Signal Fove himfelf difplays, 

Of long, long Labours,. but Eternal Praife. 

As many Birds as by the Snake were {lain, 

So many Years the Toils of Greece remain ;_ 395 
But wait the Tenth, for [lzon’s Fall decreed : 

| Thus {poke the Prophet, thus the Fates fucceed. 
Obey, ye Grecians! with Submiffion wait, 

Nor let your Flight avert the Trojan Fate. 

He faid: the Shores with loud Applaufes found, 400 
The hollow Ships each deaf’ning Shout rebound. 
Then Neffor thus—--Thefe vain Debates forbear, 

Ye talk like Children, not like Heroes dare. 

Where now are all your high Refolves at laft, 

Your Leagues concluded, your Engagements paft ° 405 

Vow’'d with Libations and with Victims then, 

Now vanith’d like their Smoke: The Faith of Men, 
While 
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While ufelefs Words confume. th’ unactive Honrs, 
No wonder Troy fo long refifts our Pow’rs. 

410 Rife, great Atrides! and with Courage fway ; 

- We march to War if thou direct the Way. 
But leave the few that dare refiit thy Laws, 
The mean Deferters of the Grecian Caufe, — 
To grudge the Conquefts mighty fove prepares, 

415 And view, with Envy, our fuccefsful Wars. 
On that great Day when firft the martial Train 
Big with the Fate of Ilion, plow’d the Main, 
Fove, on the Right, a profp’rous Signal fent, 
And Thunder rolling fhook the Firmament. 

420 Encourag’d hence, maintain the glorious Strife, 
"Till ew’ry Soldier grafp a Phrygzan Wife, 
"Till Helen’s Woes at full reveng’d appear, 

And Troy’s proud Matrons render Tear for Tear. 
Before that Day, if any Greek invite 

425 His Ccuntry’s Troops to bafe, inglorious Flight, — 
Stand forth that Greek !' and hoift his. Sail to fly ; ” 
And: dye the Daftard firft, who dreads to.dye. 
But now, O Monarch! all thy Chiefs advife: | 
Nor what they offer, thou thy felf defpife. 


| Among 
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Among thofe Counfels, let not mine be vain ; 430 
In Tribes and Nations to divide thy Train: 
His fep’rate Troops let ev’ry Leader call, 
Each ftrengthem each, and all encourage all, 
What Chief, or Soldier, of the num’rous Band, 
Or bravely fights, or ill obeys Command, — 435 
When thus diftinct they war, fhall foon be known, 
And: what the Caufe. of [lion not. o’erthrown °. 
If Fate refifts, or if our Arms are flow, 
If Gods above prevent, or Men below? 

To him the King: How much thy Years etl 440 
In Arts of Council, and: in {peaking well! >: . 
Oh would the Gods, in Love to Greece, decree 
But ten fuch Sages as they ‘grant i thee; 
Such Wifdom foon fhould: Priam’s Force-deftroy, | 
And foon fhould-fall the haughty Tow’rs of Troy! 445 
But %fove forbids, who ‘plunges thofe he hates. 
In fiarce. Contention and-in vain: Debates. ::.' 
Now great Achilles trom ‘our Aid withdraws, — 
By me provok’d ;. a. Captive Maid the Caufe : 
If e’er’ as Friends we join, thé Trojan’ Wall 450 
~Muft fhake, and heavy will the-Vengeance ‘fall! 
oe F : But 
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But now, ye Warriors, take a fhort Repatt ; 
And, well refrefh’d, to bloody Conflict hafte. 
His fharpen’d Spear let ew’ry Grecian wield, 

455 And evry Grecian fix his Brazen Shield, 
Let all excite the fiery Steeds of War, 

And all for Combate fit the ratling Car. 

This Day, this dreadful Day, let each contend ; 

No Reft, no Refpite, ’till the Shades defcend ; 
4607 Till Darknefs, or ’till Death fhall cover all: 

Let the War bleed, and let the Mighty fall! 

Till bath’d in Sweat be ev’ry manly Breaft, 
With the huge Shield each brawny Arm depreft, 
Fach aking Nerve refufe the Lance to throw, 

465 And each {pent Courfer at the Chariot blow. 
Who dares, inglorious, in his Ships to ftay, 

_ Who dares to tremble.on this fignal Day, 
That Wretch, foo‘ mean to-fall by martial Pow’r, | 
The Birds fhall mangle, and the Dogs devour. 

470 The Monarch fpoke: and ftrait a Murmur rofe, 
Loud as the Surges when the Tempeit blows, 

_ That dafh’d on broken Rocks tumultuous roar, 
And foam and thunder on the ftohy Shore. 

“ 4 Strait 
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Strait to the Tents the Troops difperfing betid, 

The Fires are kindled, and the Smokes afcend; 47s 
With hafty Feafts they facrifice, and pray 

T’avert the Dangers of the doubtful Day. 

A Steer of five Year’s Age, large limb’d, and fed, 
To Fove’s high Altars Agamemnon led : 

_ There bade the nobleft of the Greczan Peers ; 480 
And Neftor firft, as moft advanc’d in Years. 

Next came [domeneus and Tydeus’ Son, - 

Ajax the lefs, and Ajax Telamon ; 

Then wife Ulyffes in his Rank was plac’d ; 

And Menelaus came unbid, thé laft.  - 485 
The Chiefs furround the deftin’d Beaft,.and take — 
The facred Off’ring of the falted Cake: 

When thus the King prefers -his folemn Pray’r. . 
Oh ‘Thou! whofe Thunder rends the clouded Air,. 
Who in the Heav’n of Heav’ns haft fix’d thy ‘Throne, 49° 
Supreme of Gods! ‘unbounded, and alone! 
Hear! and before the burning Sun defcends, 

Before the Night her gloomy. Veil extends, — 

Low in the Duft be laid yon’ hoftile Spires, 

‘Be Priam’s Palace funk in Grecian Fires, -. 498 
| In 
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In Heéor’s Breaft be plung’d this: thining Sword, . 
And flaughter’d Heroes groan around their Lord! 

Thus pray’d the Chief: His unavailing Pray’r 
Great ‘fove refus’d, and toft in empty Air: 

500 The God averfe, while yet the Fumes arofe, 
Prepar’d new Toils and doubled Woes on Woes. 
Their Pray’rs perform’d, the Chiefs the Rite purfue, 
The Barley fprinkled, and the Victim flew. 
The Limbs they fever from th’ inclofing Hyde, 

sos The Thighs, felected to the Gods, divide. _. 
On thefe, in double Cauls involv’d with Art, 

~The choiceft Morfels lie from ev’ry Part. 
From the cleft Wood the crackling Flamtes afpire, 
While the fat Victiin feeds ‘the’ facred Fire. ' 

510 The Thighs thu’ faerific’d aad Enttuils dreft, 
Th’Affiftants part, transfix, fd rdaft the ref; 
Then {pread the Tables, the Repaft prepare, 
Fach takes his Seat, and’each receives his Share. 
Soon as the Rage’ of Hunger was fuppreft, - 

515 The gen’rous Neffor thus the Prince-addrelt. 
Now bid: thy ‘Heralds fouind: the foud: Alarms, 

* And call the Squadions’ feath’d itt Brazen Arms: 


3 Now 
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Now feize th’ Occafion, now the Troops furvey, 
And lead to War, when Heav’n directs the Way. 

He faid ; the Monarch iffu’d his Commands; 520 
Strait the loud Heralds call the gath’ring Bands. 
The Chiefs inclofe their King; the Hofts divide, 
In Tribes and Nations rank’d on either fide. 
High in the midft the blue-ey’d Virgin flies ; 
From Rank to Rank fhe darts her ardent Eyes: 525 
The dreadful Aigis, Fove’s immortal Shield, 
Blaz’d on her Arm, and lighten’d all the Field: 
Round the vaft Orb an hundred Serpents roll’d, © 
Form’d the bright Fringe, and feem’d to burn in Gold. 
With this, each Grecian’s manly Breaft fhe warms, 53° 
Swells their bold Hearts, and ftringstheir a 
No more they figh, inglorious to return ; 
But breathe Revenge, and for the Combate burn. 

As on fome Mountain, thro’ the lofty Grove 
The crackling Flames afcend and blaze above, 535 
The Fires expanding as the Winds arife, — 
Shoot their long Beams, and kindle half the Skies: 
So from the polith’d Arms, and brazen Shields, 
A gleamy Splendor flafh’d along the Fields. 
a G. Not 
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s40.Not lefs their Number, than th’ embody’d Cranes, 
Or milk-white Swans in Afus’ watry Plains, 
That o’er the Windings of Cayfter’s Springs, 
Stretch their long Necks, and clap their ruftling W ings, 
Now tow’r aloft, and courfe in airy Rounds ; 
s45 Now light with Noife; with Noife the Field refounds. 
Thus num’rous and confus’d, extending wide, 
The Legions crowd Scamander’s flow’ry Side, 
With rufhing Troops the Plains are cover’d o’er, 
And thund’ring Foot{teps fhake the founding Shore : 
sso Along the River’s level Meads they ftand, 
Thick as in Spring the Flow’rs adorn the Land, - 
Or Leaves the Trees ; or thick as Infects play, © | 
The wandring Nation of a Summer’s Day, 
That drawn by milky Steams, at Ev’ning Hours, 
555In gather’d Swarms furround the Rural Bow’rs ; 
From Pail to Pail with bufie Murmur rin 
The gilded Legions glitt’ring in the Sun. 
So throng’d, fo clofe, the Grectan Squadrons f{tood 
In radiant Arms, and thirft for Trojan Blood. . - 
560 Rach Leader now his fcatter'd’ Force conjoins — 
In clofe Array, and forms the deep’ning Lines, 
- Not 
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Not with more Eafe, the skilful Shepherd Swaii 
Collects his Flock from Millions on the Plain. 

The King of Kings, majeftically tall, 

Tow’rs o’er his Armics, and outfhines them all: —565 
Like fome proud Bull that round the Paftures leads 
His Subject-Herds, the Monarch of the Meads. 

Great as the Gods th’ exalted Chief was feeri, 

His Strength like Neptune, and like Mars his Mien, 
‘fove o'er his Eyes celeftial Glories {pread, — 576 
And dawning Conqueft play’d around his Head. 

Say, Virgins, feated round the Throne Divine, 
All-knowing Goddeffes! immortal Nine! 
SinceEarth’swideR egions, Heav’n’sunmeafur’dHeight, 
And Hell’s Abyfs hide nothing from your fight, 575 
(We, wretched Mortals! loft in.Doubts below, 

But guefs by Rumour, and but boaft we know) — 
Oh fay what Heroes, fir'd by Thirft of Fame, . 
Or urg’d by Wrongs, to Troy’s Deftruction came? 
To count them all, demands a thoufand ‘Tongues, - 58 
A Throat of Brafs, and Adamantine Lungs. 
Daughters of ‘fove affitt ! infpir’d by You. > 
The mighty Labour dauntlefs I purfue:: — 

What 
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» What crowded Armies, from what Climes they bring, 
385 Their Names, their Numbers, and their Chiefs I fing. 


THE 
CATALOGUE of the SHIPS. 


HF, hardy Warriors whom Beotia bred, 
mR Peneleus, Leztas, Prothotnor led: 
With thefe Arcefilans and Clonius ftand, — 
Equal in Arms, and equal in Command. 
s90 Thefe head the Troops that Rocky Aulis yields, 
And Eteon’s Hills, and Alyrie’s watry Fields, | 
And Schenos, Scolos, Grea near the Main, 
And Mycaleffia’s ample Piny Plain. 
Thofe who in Peteon or Hefiox dwell, 
595 Or Harma where Apoilo’s Prophet fell; 
Helen and Hylé, which the Springs o’erflow ; 
And Medeon lofty, and Ocalea low; 
Or in the Meads of Haliartus ftray, 
Or Thefpia facred to the God of Day. 


: 


Oncheftus, 
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_ Oncheftus, Neptune’s. celebrated Groves; ~ 600 
Cope, and Thishé, fam’d for filver Doves, 
For Flocks Erythrea, Gliffa for the Vine ; 
Platea green, and Nzfa the divine. 
And they whom Tkebé’s well-built Walls inclof, 
Where Mydé, Extrefis, Covong-role; + - 5 
And Arné rich, with purple Harvefts crown’d ; 
And Anthedon, Beotia’s utmoft Bound: a 
Full fifty Ships they fend, and each cqnveys — 
Twice fixty Warriors thro’ the foaming Seas, — 

To thefe fucceed Afpledon’s martial Train, = 610 
Who plow the fpacigus Orchomenian Plain, 
Two valiant Brothers rule th’ undaunted Throng, 
Lalmen and Afcalaphus the {trong ; 
Sons of Aftyoché the Heav’nly Fair, — 
“Whofe Virgin Charms fubdu’d the God of War: 6:5 
(In Adfor’s Court as fhe retir’d to Reft, 
The Strength of Mars the blufhing Maid compreft) 
Their Troops in thirty fable Veflels fweep 
With equal Oars, the hoarfe-refounding Deep. 

The Phocians next.in forty Barks repair, 20 
Epiftrophus and Schedius head the War. 

7 H From 
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From thofe rich Regions where Cephzfus. leads 
His filver Current thro’ the flow’ry Meads ; 
From Panopéa, Chryfa the Divine, 
62, Where Anemorza’s ftately Turrets thine, 
"Where Pytho, Daulis, Cyparifjus {tood, . ° 
And fair Lilea views the rifing Flood. 
Thefe rang’d in Order on the floating Tide, 
Clofe, on the left, the bold Beotzans fide. 
630 Fierce Ajax led the Locrzan Squadrons on, — 
Ajax the lefs, Oileus’ valiant Son ; 
Skill’d to direct the flying Dart aright ; 
Swift in Purfuit, and active in the Fight. 
Him, as their Chief, the chofen Troops attend, 
63; Which Beffa, Thronus, and rich Cynos fend: 
Opus, Calliarus, and S carphe’s Bands ; : 
_ And thofe who dwell where pleafing Augia ftands, 
And where Bodgrius floats the lowly Lands, | 
Or in fair Tarphe’s Sylvan Seats refide ; 
640In forty Veflels cut the yielding Tide. 
Eubeea next her martial Sons prepares, 


And fends the brave Abantes to the Wars: 


- Breathing 
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Breathing Revenge, in Arms they take their Way 
From Chalcis’ Walls, and ftrong Eretria; 
Th’ /fteian Fields for get’rous Vines renown'd, 645 
The fair Caryftos, and the Styrtan Ground, 
Where Dios from her Tow’rs o’erlooks the Plain, 
And high Cerinthus views the Neighb’ring Main. 
Down-their broad Shoulders falls a Length of Hair ; 
Their Hands difmifs not the long Lance in Air; 650 
But with portended Spears in fighting Fields, . 
Pierce the tough Cors’lets and the brazen Shields. 
Twice twenty Ships tranfport the warlike Bands, 
Which bold Elphenor, fierce in Arms, commands. 

Full fifty more from Athens ftem the Main, 655 
Led by Meneftheus thro’ the liquid Plain, 
(Athens the fair, where great Erectheus {way’d, 
That ow’d his Nurture to the blue-ey’d Maid, 
But from the teeming Furrow took his Birth, 
The mighty. Offspring of the foodful Earth. 660 
Him Palas plac’d amidft her wealthy Fane, 
Ador’d with Sacrifice and Oxen {lain ; 
Where as the Years revolve her Altars blaze, 
And all the Tribes refound the Goddefs’ Praife. ) 

No 
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665; No Chief like’ thee, Meneftheus! Greece ‘could yield, 
To martial Armies in the duity Field,’ > 
Th’ extended Wings of Battel to difplay, © °< © 
Or clofe th’ embody’d Hoft: ih-firm Array. 
Neftor alone, 1mprov'd by Length of Days, 

670 For martial Conduct bore an equal Praife. _ 

With thefe appear the Salaminian Bands,, : 

7 Whom the Gigantic Telamon commands;~° ° 
In twelve black Ships to Troy they fteer their Courfe, 
And with the great Athenians join their Force. — 

67s Next move to War the gen’rous Argive Train, _ 
From high Trezeué, and Mafeta’s Plain, = 

- And fair Aigina circled by the Main: 
| Whom ftrong T'yrinthe’s lofty Walls furround, 
And Epidaure with Viny Harvelts crown’d: 
680 And where fair Afinen and Hermion fhow — 
Their Cliffs above, and ample Bay below. 
-Thefe by the brave Euryalus were led, 
Great Sthenelus, and greater Dzomed, 
But chief T’ydides bore the Sov’reign Sway ; 
685In fourfcore Barks they plow the watry Way. 


The 
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The proud Myceue arms her martial Pow’rs, 
Cleoné, Corinth, with Imperial Tow’rs, 
Fair Aretbyrea, Ornia’s fruitful Plain, 
And AXgion, and Adraftus’ ancient Reign ; 
And thofe who dwell along the fandy Shore, 
And where Pelene yields her fleecy Store, 
Where Helicé and Hyperefa lie, 
And Gonoéffa’s Spires falute the Sky. 
Great Agamemnon rules the num’rous Band, 
- A hundred Veffels in long Order ftand, 


And crowded Nations wait his dread Command. — 


High on the Deck the King of Men appears, 


“And his refulgent Arms in Triumph wears; 

Proud of his Hoft, unrival’d in his Reign, 

In filent Pomp he moves along the Main. 
His Brother follows, and to Vengeance warms 


The hardy Spartans, exercisd in Arms: - 
Phares and Bryfia's valiant ‘Troops, and thofe 
Whom Lacedemm’s lofty Hills inclofe: 


Or Meffé’s Tow’ss for filver Doves renoward, - 


Amycle, Laas, Augia’s happy Ground; © 


] And 
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And thofe whom Oetylos’ low Walls contain, 
And Helos, on the Margin of the Main. oe 
Thefe, o’er the bending Ocean, Helen’s Canfe, ~ 
7101n fixty Ships with Menelaus. draws: 
Eager and loud, from Man to Man he flies, 
Revenge and Fury flaming in his Eyes ; 
While vainly fond, in Fancy oft he hears 
The Fair one’s Grief, and fees her falling Tears, 
715° In ninety Sail, from Pylos’ fandy Coatft, 
| Neftor the Sage conducts his chofen Hoft : 
From Amphigenia’s ever-fruitful Land ; 
Where Aipy high, and little Pteleon ftand : 
W here beauteous Arené her Structures fhows, - - 
720 And Thryon’s Walls Aipbeus’ Streams inclofe : 
-And Dorion, fan’d for Thamyris’ Difgrace, 
Superior once of all the tuneful Race, 
— *Tul vain of Mortal’s empty Praife, he ftrove 
To match the Seed of Cloud-compelling Fove. 
725 Too daring: Bard! whofe unfuccefsful Pride 
- Th’ Immortal Mufes in their. Art defy’d, - 
Th’ avenging Mujes of the Light of Day | | 
—- his Eyes, and fnatch’d his Voice. away : 
No 
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No more his heav’nly Voice was heard to fing; _ 
His Hand no more awak’d the filver String. 730 
Where under high CyZené crown’d with Wood,. 

The thaded Tomb of old Aipytus ftood ; 

From Lipé, Strate, Tegea’s bord’ring Towns, 

The Phenean Fields, and Orchomenzan Downs, 

Where the fat Herds in plenteous Pafture rove; 33. 

And Stymphelus with her furrounding Grove ; 

Parrhafia, on her fnowy Cliffs reclin’d, 

And high Exzfpe thook by wintry Wind, 

And fair Mantinea’s ever-pleafing Site ; | 

In fixty Sail th’ Arcadian Bands unite. 740 

Bold Agapenor glorious at their Head, 

(Anceus Son) the mighty Squadron led. 

Their Ships, fupply’d by Agamemnon’s Care, 

Thro’ roaring Seas the wond’ring Warriors bear ; 

The firft to battel on th’ appointed Plain, | 745 

But new to all the Dangers of the Main. | | 
Thofe, where fair Elis and Buprafium join ; 

Whom Hyrmin, here, and Myrfinus confine, 

And bounded there, where o’er thé Vallies. rofe 

Th’ Olenian Rock ; and where Alifium flows; 75° 

a. Beneath 
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Beneath four Chiefs (a num’rous Army) came: 
The Strength and Glory of th’ Epean Name. 
In fep’tate Squadrons thefe their Train divide, 
Each leads ten Veffels thro’ the yielding Tide. 
75sOne was Amphimachus, and Thalpius one ; 
(Enrytus’ this, and that Tedtus’ Son) 
Diores {prung from Amaryncens Line ; 
And great Polyxenus, of Force divine. 
But thofe who view fair Elis o’er the Seas 
760 From the bleft [flands of th’ Echinades, 
In forty Veflels under Meges move, 
Begot by Phylews, the Belov’'d of ‘fove. 
To ftrong Dulichinm from his Sire he fled, 
And thence to Yroy his hardy Warriors led. 
765 Ulyffes follow’d thro’ the watry Road, © 
A Chief, in Wifdom equal to a God. 
With thofe whom Cephaleni’s Ile inclos'd, 
Or till'd their Fields along the Coaft oppos’d ; 
Or where fair Athaca o’erlooks the Floods, 
770 Where high Werztos fhakes his waving Woods, 
Where Aligsdtpa’s rugged Sides are feen, 
—- Crocyha rocky, and Zacynthus green. 


Thefe 
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Thefe in twelve Galleys with Veriniflion Prorés, : 
Beneath his Conduct fought the Phrygidn Shores, 
Thoas came next, “Andremon’s Valiant Son, 
From Pleuron’s Walls and chalky Calydon, 
And rough Pylené, and th’ Olenian Steep, 
And Ghalzis, beaten by the rolling Deep. 
He led the Warriors from th’ Avtélzan. Shore, 
For now the Sons of Oexens were no mote! 786 
The Glories of thé inighty Racé were fled! - 
Oeneus himfelf, and Meleazey dead, — 
To Theas Care now trult the martial Tain; 
His forty Veffels follow thro’ the Main, 
Next eighty Barks the Cretan King cottimanids, ar 
Of Gnoffus, Lytlus, and Gortyna’s Bands, 
And thofe who dwell where Rhytibn’ s Domes arife, 
Or white Lycaftus glitters to the Skies, 3 
Or where by Pheflus filver Fardan runs ; 
Crete’s hundred Cities pour forth all er Sons | 79° 
Thefe march’d , Idomenens, beneath thy Cate; 
And Merion, dreadful as the God of Wat. 
Tlepolemus, the Son of Hereules, — 
Led nine fwift Veffels thro’ the foamy Ses; 
. K From 
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795 From Rhodes with everlafting Sunfhine bright, 
Falyffus, Lindus, and Camus white. . 

His captive Mother’ fierce Alcides bore 
From Epbhyr’s Walls, and Sede’s winding Shore, ° 
Where mighty Towns in Ruins fpread the Plain, % 

800 And faw their. blooming Warriors early flain. © 
The Hero, when to Manly Years he grew, 5. - 
Alcides Uncle, old Lycimnius, flew, 4 

For this, conftrain’d to quit his native Place, - 
And fhun the Vengeance of th’ Herculean Race, 

805 A Fleet he built,. and with. a, num’rous Train - 

Of willing, Exiles wander’d o’er the Main ; — 
Where many Seas,.and many Suff pelucs paft, 
On happy Rhodes - the Chief arriv’d. at laft : 
There in three Tribes divides his native Band, 

810 And rules them peacefull i ina foreign Land: 
Encreas’d and profper’d 3 in their new Kinds 4 
By mighty Fove,. the Sire of Men. and Gods; 
With Joy they faw the growing Empire rife, 

And Show’rs of Wealth defcending from the Skies. 

815 ‘Three Ships with Nereus. fought the Trojan. Shore, 
Nireus, whom Aglie to Charopus bore, Oo 

2 Nireus, 


‘ 
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Nireus, in faultlefs Shape, -and ‘blooming Grace, - 


"The lovelieft Youth of all the Grecian Race; 
Pelides only match’d his: early Charms; =) 


39 


But few his Troops,’ ahd fmall his Strength'in. Arms. 826 


~ Next’ thirty Galleys:cleave the liquid Plain, 


Of thofe Calydice’s Sea-girt Ifles contain ; 
With them the Youth of Nzfyrus repalr,. | 
Cafus: the ftrong, and: Crapathus the fair 5 - 
Cos, where Exurypylus poffeft. the Sway, 
Till great Alcides made the Realnis obey + 
Thefe Autiphus and bold Phidippus bring, 


Sprung from the God, by Theffalus the King. . 


“Now Mufe-recount Pelafgze Argos’ Pow’rs, 
From. Alos, Alopé, and. Trechin’s ‘Yow’rs ;. 
From Pthia’s {pacious Vales ; and: Hella, blett 
With Female Beauty far beyond the reft. 
Full: fifty Ships beneath Achilles’ Care 
Th’ Achaians, Myrmidons, Helleneans bear, 


82g 


830 


Theffalians all, tho’ various in their Name, . - 


The fame their Nation, and their Chief the fame. - 


But now. inglorious, ftretch’d along’ the Shore, 


They hear the brazen Voice of War no more ; 


No 
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No niord the Foe they face in dire Array; 
840Clofe in his Fleet their angty Leader lay: - 
Since fair Brifeis from his' Arms was totn, 

Phe nobleft Spoil from fatl’d Lyrnefixs born, 
Then, wher -che Chief the Thebas Walls o’erthrew, 
And the bold Sons of great venus flew. - 

845 There mourni’d Achilles, plung’d in Depth of Care, 
But foon to rife in Slaughter, Blood, and. War. 

To thefe the Youth of Phylacé fucceed, 
Itona, famous fot her fleecy Breed, 
And grafly Pteleow deck’d with chearful Greens, 
850 The Bow’rs of Ceres, and the Sylvan Scenes, - 
Sweet Pyrrhafus, with blooming Flourets crown’d, 

— And Antror’s watry Dens and cavern’d Ground. 
Thefe own’d as Chief Protefilas the brave, 
Who now lay filent in the gloomy Grave: 

855 The firft who boldly touch’d the Trojan Shore, 
And dy’d a Phrygzan Lance with Grecian Gore: 
There lies, far diftant from his native Phin; 
Unfinith’é his proud Palaces remain, 
And his fad Confort beats her Breaft in vain. — 


His 
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His Troops in forty Ships Pedarces led, | + 860 

Iphiclus’ Son, and Brother to. the Dead ; 

Nor he tnworthy ta command the Hott ; 

Yet ftill they mourn’d their ancient Leader foft. 
The Men who Glaphyra’s fair Soil partake, 

Where Hills encircle Belhe’s lowly Lake, 86s 

Where Pher@ hears the neighb’ring Waters fall, 

Or proud Jolcus lifts her Airy Walls 

In ten black Ships embark’d for J/on’s Shore, 

With bold Exmelus, whom Alceffé bore. 

All Pelias’ Race Alcefté far outfhin’d, 

The Grace and Glory of the beauteous Kind. 
The Troops Methone, or Thaumacia yields, 

Olyzon’s Rocks, or Meehhea’s Fields, 

With Philedetes fail’d, whofe matchlefs Art 

From the tough Bow directs the feather’d Dart. 875 

Sev’n were his Ships; each Vefflel fifty row, 

Skill’d in his Science of the Dart and Bow. 

But he lay raging on the Lemmutan Ground, 

A pois’nous fydra gave the burning Wound, 

There groan’d the Chief in agonizing Pain ; 880 

Whom Greece at length fhall wifh,nor with in vain. 

* L His 
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_ “His Forces Medon led from Lemnos’: Shore, - 


Oileus’ Son whom beauteous.Ahena bore. .: | 7 
Th’ Ocechalian Race, in thofe high Tow’rs contain’d, 
885 Where once Eurytus in proud Triumph reign’d, ” 
Or where her humbler Turrets Tica rears, 
_ Or where /thomé, rough with Rocks, appears ; 
In thirty Sail the fparkling Waves divide,. 
| Which Podalirins and Machaon’ guide. 
~~ 890 To thefe his Skill their * Parent-God imparts, 
Divine Profeflors of the Healing Arts. 
The bold Ormentan and Aflerian Bands 
In forty Barks Eurypilus commands, 
Where Titan hides his hoary Head in Snow, 
— 895And where fZyperza’s filver Fountains flow. 
Thy Troops, Argzffa, Polyphetes leads, 
_* And Eleon, fhelter’d by Olympus’ Shades, — 
Girtoné’s Warriors ; and where Orthé lies, 
And Oloiffon’s chalky Cliffs arife. | 
gooSprung from Périthoiis of immortal Race, 
The Fruit of fair Hippodame’s Embrace, 
(That Day, when hurl’d from Pelzon’s cloudy Head, 
To diftant Dens the fhaggy Centaurs fled ) | 
a a With 
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With Polypetes join’d in equal Sway 

Leonteus leads, and forty Ships obey. 905 
In twenty Sail the bold Perrhebzans came .— 

From Cyphus, Guneus was their Leader's: Name. 

With thefe the Alnians join’d, and thofe who freeze 

Where cold Dodona lifts her Holy ‘Trees ; 

Or where the pleafing Titarefius glides, gto 

And into Peneus rolls his eafy Tides ; 

Yet o’er the filver Surface pure they flow, — 

The facred Stream unmix’d with Streams below, — 

Sacred and awful! From the dark Abodes | 

Styx pours them forth, the dreadful Oath of Gods! 915 
Laft under Prothous the Magnefians ftood, 

Prothous the fwift, of old Tenthredon’s Blood; — 

Who dwell where Pelion crown’d with Piny Boughs 

Obfcures the Glade, and nods his fhaggy Brows, 

Or where thro’ flow’ry Tempé Peneus ftray’d, 920 

(The Region ftretch’d beneath his mighty Shade) 

In forty fable Barks they ftem’d the Main ,; 

Such were the Chiefs, and fuch the Grecian Train. 
Say next O Mufe! of all Achaia breeds, 

Who braveft fought, or rein’d the nobleft Steeds > 925 

4 Eumelus’ 
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Eumelus’ Mares were foremoft in’ the Chace, 
As Eagles fleet, and of Pheretia# Race; 
Bred where Pieria’s fruitful Fountains flow, 
And train’d by Him who bears the Silver Bow. | 
930 Fierce in the Fight, their Noftrils breath’d a Flame, 
Their Height, their Colour, and their Age the fame ; 
O’er Fields of Death they whirl the rapid:Car, - 
And break the Ranks, and thunder thro’ the War.: : 
Ajax in Arms the firft Renown acquir'd, 
935 While ftern Achilles in his Wrath retir’d: | 
(His was the Strength that mortal Might exceeds, | 
And his, th’ unrival’d Race of Heaw’nly Steeds) — 
But Thetis’ Son now fhines in Arms no more ; 
His Troops, neglected on the fandy Shore, 
9401n empty Air their {portive Jav’lins throw,. 
Or whirl the Disk, or bend an idle Bow: 
Unftain’d with Blood his cover’d Chariots ftand ; 
Th’ Immortal Courfers graze along the Strand ; 
But the brave Chiefs th’ inglorious Life deplor’d, 
945 And wand’ring o’er the Camp, requir’d their Lord. 
Now, like a Deluge, cow’ring’ all around, 
_ The fhining Armies fwept along the Ground ; 
ce , : Swift 
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Swift.as a Flood cf Fire, when Storms arife, 

Floats the wide Field, and blazes to the Skies. 

Earth groan’d beneath them ; as when angry Fove 950 

Hurls down the forky Light’ning: from above, 

On Arimé when he the Thunder throws, 

And fires 7’ypheeus with redoubled Blows, 

Where Typhon, preft beneath the burning Load, 

Still feels the Fury of th’ avenging God. 955 
But various fris, fove’s Commands to bear, __ 

Speeds on the Wings of Winds thro’ liquid Air; 

In Priam’s Porch the Trojan Chiefs the found, | 

The Old confulting, and the Youths around. | 

Polites’ Shape, the Monarch’s Son, fhe chofe, —-* 960 

Who from A¢fetes’ Tomb obferv’d the Foes ; 

High on the Mound ; from whence in Profpect lay 

The Fields, the Tents, the Navy, and the Bay. 

In this diffembled Form, fhe hafts to bring 

Th’ unwelcome.Meflage to the Phrygian King. —_955 
Ceafe to confult, the Time for Action calls, 

War, horrid War, approaches to your Walls! 

Affembled Armies oft’ have I beheld ; 

But ne’er ’till now fuch Numbers charg’d a Field. 

: M | , hick 
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970 Thick as Autumnal Leaves, or driving Sand,” 
The moving Squadrons blacken all the Strand, 
Thou, Godlike Hledor! all thy Force employ,’ 
Affemble all th’ united Bands of Troy ; 

In juft Array let ev’ry Leader call 
975 Lhe foreign Troops: This Day demands them all. 
The Voice Divine the mighty Chief alarms ; 
‘The Council breaks, the Warriors rufh to Arms, 
The Gates unfolding pour forth all their Train, 
Nations on Nations fill the dusky Plain, 
~ 980 Men, Steeds, and Chariots fhake the trembling Ground; 
The Tumult thickens, and the Skies refound. 
Amidft the Plain in fight of Zion ftands 
A rifing Mount the Work of human Hands, 
(This for Myrznné’s Tomb th’ Immortals know, 

985 Lho’ call’d Bateia in the World below) 

Beneath their Chiefs in martial Order here, 

Th’ Auxiliar Troops and Trojan Hofts appear. 

The Godlike Hector, high above the reft, 
Shakes his huge Spear, and nods his Plumy Creft : 
ggoln Throngs around his native Bands repair, 
And Groves of Lances glitter in the Air. © 


Divine 
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Divine £néas brings the Dardau. Race, . 
Anchifes’ Son, by Venus’ ftol’n Embrace, > 
Born in the Shades of Jda’s fecret Grove; ~ 
(A Mortal mixing with the Queen of Love) — 995 
Archilochus and Achamas divide. 
The Warrior’s Toils, and combate by his fide. 
Who fair Zeleza’s wealthy Vallies till, | 
Faft by the Foot of Jda’s facred Hill: 
Or drink, Afepus, of thy fable Flood; 10 
Were led by Pandarus, of Royal Blood.: 
To whom his Art Apodo deign’d to fhow, 
—Grac’d with the Prefent of his. Shafts and Bow. 
From rich Apefas and Adreftia’s Tow’rs, 
High Teree’s Summits, and Pityea’s Bows; icos 
From thefe the congregated Troops obey 
Young Amphins and Adraftus’ equal Sway 
Old Merops Sons; whom skill’'d in Fate to come 
The Sire forewarn’d, and prophecy’d their Doom : 
Fate urg’d them on! the Sire forewarn’d in vain, 1010 
They rufh’d to War, and perith’d on the Plait. 
From Praéins’ Stream, Percott’s Pafture Lands, 
And Seftos and Abydos? neighb’ring Strands, 
| . _ From 
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From great Arisha’s Walls:and SeWé’s Coaft,.. 
ots Afius E1yrtacides ‘conducts his Hoft: | 
High on his Car he fhakes the flowing Reitis, 
His fiery Courfers thunder o’er the Plains, 
The fierce Pelafgz next, in War renown’d, . 
| March from Lariffa’s ever-fertile Ground: . 
120Tn equal Arms their Brother-Leadets fhine, | 
Eippothous bold, and Pyleus the Divine. - 
Next Acamas and Pyrous lead their Hofts’ - 
In dread Array, from Thracia’s wintry Coats; . 
Round the bleak ‘Realms where HeUefpontus roars, 
125 And Boreas beats the hoarfe-refounding Shores, 
With great Euphemus ‘the Ciconians move, 
Sprung from Trezenian Ceus, lov’d by Fove. 
Pyrechmes the Peeontan Troops .attend, 
Skill'd.in the Fight their crooked Bows to bend ; 
30 From Axins’ ample Bed he leads them on, 
Axis, that laves the diftant Amydon, 
_ Axius, that {wells with all his neighb’ring Rills, — 
And wide around the floated Region fills. — 
The Paphlagontans Pylemenes rules, | 
3s Where rich Henetia breeds: her. favage Mules, _ 


: | Where 
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Where 2yythinns’ zifing Clifts are feen, 

Thy Groves of Box, Cyroras! ever green 7 

And whete Aigyalus and Cromna lie, 

And lofty Sefamns invades the Sky ; - 
‘And where Parthenits, voll’d thro’ Banks of Flow 13, 1042 
Reflects -her: bord’ring Palaces and Bow’rs, — 

Here nintch’d in Arms thé Halizonian Band, 
Whom Odius and Epiftrophos command, 
From thofe far Regions where: the Sun refines” 

The ripening Silver in “Alybean Mines. oT aoag 

There, mighty Chromis led the Myfan Train, 
And Augur Ennomus, infpir ‘d in vain, _ 

For ftern Achilles lopt his facred Head, 
Rolld down Scamander with the Vul zar Dead. | 

Phorcys and brave Afcanius here unite es 
Th’ Afcanian Phrygzans, eager for the Fight. 

Of thofe who round Meonia’s Realms refide, 

Or whom the Vales in Shade of Tmolus hide, 
Meftles and Antiphus the Charge partake ; 
Born on the Banks of Gyges’ filent Lake. 1055 
There, from the Fields where wild Meander flows, 
High Mycali, and Latmos’ fhady Brows, 

N And 
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And proud Miletus, came the ‘Cartan “Throngs,' 
With mingled Clamors, and with barb’rous Ton gues. 
1% Amphimachus and Nauftes guide the Train, - 
Nauftes the bold, Amphimachus the vain, , 
Who trick’d with Gold, and. glitt’ring on Car. 
Rode like a Woman to the F ield of War.. - — 
Fool that he was! -by fierce Achilles Main, 2...» 
16s The River {wept him to. the briny Main: .: 
There whelm’d with Waves the gawdy Warrior lies : 
_ The valiant Vidor ferz’d the golden Prize... 
The Forces laft: 1 in fair Array fucceed, - ce 
Which blamelefs Glaucus and. ‘Sarpedon leads +s 
1o” The warlike Bands that diftant Lycia yields, - 
Where gulpy Xanthus foams mone the F ae: 
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OBSERVATIONS 
SECOND BO OK. 


VERSE I. ‘v OW pleafing Sleep, &c.| Arstotle tells 
| us in the twenty fixth Chapter of his 
Art of Poetry, that this Place had been 
— objected to by fome Criticks in thofe 
Times. They thought it gave a very ill Idea of the mi- 
litary Difcipline of the Greeks, to reprefent a whole Ar- 
‘my unguarded, and all the Leaders a-fleep: ‘They alfo 
pretended it was ridiculous to defcribe all the Gods fleep- 
ing befides Jupiter. To both thefe rsfotle anfwers, 
that nothing is more ufual or allowable than that Fi- 
gure which puts A// for the greater Part. One may add 
with refpeé to the latter Criticifm, that nothing could give 
a better Image of the Superiority of Jupiter to the other 
Gods (or of the fupreme Being to all fecond Caufes) than 
the Vivilancy here sferib'd to him, over all:'Things Divine and 
Human. _ 3 . 
te SAMs 


Verse 9. Fly hence, deluding Dream.| It appears from 
Ariftotle, Poet. cap. 26. that’ Homer was accus’d of Impiety, 
for making Jupser the Author of a Lye in this Paflape. Ie 
feems there were anciently thefe Words ia his Speech to the 
Dream; Aldomey d2 of Euyas deéotu, Let us grve hie great Glory. 

, = (Inftead 
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(Inftead of which we have in the prefent Copies, Teweoo a 
xyde eijercu) but Hippias found a way to bring off Homer, 
only by placing the Accent on the laft Syllable but one, 4, 
déuev, for Adéusval, the Infinitive for the Imperative: which 
amounts to no more than that he bade the Dream to Promye 
him great Glory.! But Macrobius de fomaio Scip. 1. x. ¢. 7: 
takes off this Imputation entirely, and will not allow there 
was any Lye in the Cafe. ‘‘ Agamemnon (fays he) was or- 
“<< der’d by the Dream to lead out’ 4/7 the Forces of the 
“ Greeks (Tavevdiy is the word) and promis’d the Victory on 
“ thar Condition: Now Achilles and his Forces not bein 
« fummon’d to the Affembly with the reft, that Negle@ ab- 
“ folv'd Fupser from his Promife.” This Remark Madam 
Dacier has inferted without mentioning its Author. Mr. Da- 
cier takes notice of a Paflage in the Scripture exactly parallel 
to this, where God is reprefented making ufe of the Malig- 
nity of his Creatures to accomplifh his anne - “Fis in 
2 Chron... ch. 18. W. 19, 20, 21. And the Lord faid, Who 
will perfuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth 
Gilead ? And there came forth a Spire, and ftood before the 
Lord, and faid, Iwill perfuade him. And the Lord faid unto 
him, Wherewith ?. And he faid, I will go forth, and Iwill be 
a bying Spirit in the. Mouth of all bis Prophets, And he faid, 
Thou fhalt perfuade.hwn and prevasl alfo: Go forth and do fi. 
Vide Dacier upon Ariffetle, cap. 26. | 


IIL. 


— Verse 20. Defcends and hovers oer Atrides’ Head.] The 
whole Aétion of the-Dream is beautifully natural, and agree- 
able to Philofophy.. It perches on his Head, to intimate that 
Part to be the Seat of the Soul: It is circumfufed about him, 
to exprefs that total Poffeffion of the Senfes which Fancy has 
during our Sleeps. It takes the Figure of the Perfon who 
was deareft to “Agamemnon; as whatever we think of moft 
when awake,. is the common Object of our Dreams. And 
juft at the Inftant of its vanifhing, it leaves fuch an Impreffion 
that the Voice feems ftill to found in his Ear. No Defcrip- 
tion can be more exact or lively. Enjffathins, Dacier. .. 
a IV. VERSE 


the Seconvp Book. 
IV. 


Versk 33. Draw forth th’ embattePd Tram, &c.| The 
Dream here repeats the Meflage of Jupser in the fame Terms 
that he receiv’d it. It is no lefs than the Father of Gods 
and Men who gives the Order, and to alter a word were Pre- 
fumption. Homer conftantly makes his Envoys obferve this 
Praétice as a Mark of Decency and re{fpec&t. Madam Dacier 
and others have applauded this in general, and ask’d by 
what Authority an Embaffador could alter the Terms of his — 
Commiffion, fince he is not greater or wifer than the Perfon 
who gave the Charge? But this is not always the Cafe in 
our ‘Author, who not only makes ufe of this Conduct with 
refpect to the Orders of a higher Power, but in regard to 
Equals alfo ; as when one Goddefs defires another to repre- 
fent fach an Affair, and fhe immediately takes the Words 
from her Mouth and repeats them, of which we have an In- 
ftance in this Book. Some Objection too may be rais'd to — 
this manner, when Commiffions are given in the utmoft’. 
hafte (in a Battel or the like) upon fudden Emergencies ; 
where it feems not very natural to fuppofe a Man has time to 
get fo many Words by heart as he is made to repeat exactly. 
In the prefent Inftance, the Repetition 1s certainly grace- 
ful, tho’ Zenadotus thought it not fo the third time, | 
when Agamemnon tells his Dream to the Council. I do not. 
pretend to decide upon the Point: For tho’ the Reverence of 
the Repetition feem’d lefs needful in that Place than when it 
was deliver’d immediately from Jupiter; yet (as. Euftathus 
obferves) it was neceflary for the Affembly to know the Cir- 
cumftances of this Dream, that the Truth of the Relation 
might be unfufpected. 


ie 


Verse 93. Now valiant Chiefs, &c.] The beft Commen- 
tary extant upon the firft Part of this Book is in Dionyfius of 
Halicarnaffus, who has given us an admirable Explication of 
this whole Condu@ 6f Agamemnon in his fecond Treatife 
| | Bb ‘Teel 
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Teel éoynpatiouévev. He fays, “ This Prince had nothing fo 
<¢ much at Heart as to draw the Greeks to a Battel, yet knew 
“ not how to proceed without Achilles, who had juft retir’d 
“ from the Army; and was apprehenfive thae the Greeks 
«¢ who were difpleas’d at the Departure of 4chilles, might re- 
“ fufe Obedience to his Orders, fhould he abfolutely com- 
‘ mand it. In this Circumftance he propofes to the Princes 
“in Council to make a Tryal of arming the Gracsans, 


«¢ and offers an Expedient himfelf; which was that he fhould | 


< found their Difpofitions by exhorting him to fet fail for 
«© Greece, but that then the other Princes fhould be ready to 
« diffuade and detain them. If any object to this Stratagem 
« that Agamemnon’s whole Scheme would be ruin’d if the 
« Army fhould take him at his word (which was very pro- 
“¢ bable) it is to be anfwer’d, that his Defign lay deeper than 
“«‘ they imagine, nor did. he depend upon his Speech only for 
‘« detaining them. He had fome Canfe to fear the Greeks 
« had a Pique againft him which they had conceal’d, and 
‘© whatever it was, he judg’d it abfolutely neceflary to know 


“< it before he proceeded to a Battel. He therefore furnifhes. 


“-them with an Occafion to mahifeft it, and at the fame 
“ time provides againft any ill Effects it might have by his 
“ fecret Orders to the Princes. It fucceeds accordingly, and 
“ when the Troops are running to embark, they are ftop’d 
“ by Ubffes and Neftor.”----One may farther obferve that 
‘this whole Stratagem is concerted in /Veftor’s Ship, as one 
whofe Wifdom and Secrecy was moft confided in. The Story 
of the Vifion’s appearing in his Shape, could not but engage 
him in fome degree; It look’d as if a 0h himfelf added 
Weight to his Counfels by making ufe of that venerable Ap- 
pearance, and knew this to be the moft powerful Method of 
recommending them to Agamemnon. It was therefore but 
natural for-/Ve/for to fecond the Motion of the King, and by 
the help of his Authority it prevail’d on the other Princes. 


VIL. 


Verse 111. Ag from fame rocky Cleft.| This is the firft. 


Simile jn Homer, and we may obferve ja general that he ex~ 
— 4 -_cels 


= 
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cels all Mankind in the Number, Variety, and Beauty of his 
Comparifons. There are fcarce any in rgd which are not 
tranflated from him, and therefore when he fucceeds beft in them 
he is to be commended but as an Improver. Sca/izer feems 
not to have thought of this when he compares the Similes 
of thefe two Authors (as indeed they are the Places moft ob- 
vious to Comparifon.) The prefent Paflage is an Inftance 
of it, to which he oppofes the following Verfes in the firft 
Leneid. | 


Quals apes efiate nova per florea rura 

Exercet fub fole labor, cum gentis adultos 
Educunt foetus, aut cum hquentia mella 

Stipant, & dulcs diftendunt nectare cellas: 

Aut onera accipiunt venientum, aut agmine fatto 
Ignavum fucos pecus a prafeptbus arcent; | 
Fervet opus, redolentque thymo fragrantia mella. 


This he very much prefers to Homer’s, and in particular ex« 
tols the Harmony and Sweetnefs of the Verfification above 
that of our Author ; againft which Cenfure we need only ap+ 
peal to the Ears of the Reader. 


"Hote cbvsa citi mericoday ddwduy, 

Irene x yaaduelic ale) vdov deyoucvduy, 

Boteudoy dé méTuvras én’ avoeow slacwoiow, 

Al pdv 9 Eda dag we motiara, al o¢ te Ev9a, Sc. 


But Scakger was unlucky in his Choice of this particular Com- 
parifon: There is a very fine one in the fixth eid, WV. 707. 
that better agrees with Homer's: And nothing is more evi- 
dent than that the defign of thefe two is very different: 
Homer intended to defcribe the Muksude of Greeks pouring 
out of the Ships, Virgil the Diligence and Labour of the Buil- - 
ders at Carthage. And Macrobius who obferves this difference 
Sat. l. 5.c.11. fhould alfo have found, that therefore the Si- 
miles ought not to be compar’d together.. “Fhe Beauty of 
Homer’s is not inferior to V opiPs, if we confider with what 
Exadtnefs it anfwers to its end.. It confifts of three oe 
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lars ; the vaft Number of the Troops is expreft in the Swarms, 
their tumultuous manner of ifluing out of the Ships, and the 
perpetual Egreffion which feem’d without end, are imaged in 
the Bees pouring out of the Rock ; and laftly their Difperfion 
over all the Shore, in their de{cending on the Flowers in the 
Vales. Spondanus was therefore miftaken when he thought 
the whole Application of this Comparifon lay in the fingle 
word ’aadéy, catervatim, as Chapman has juftly obferv'd. 


VII. 


Verse 121. Fame fies before.| This affembling of the 
Army is full of Beauties: The lively Defcription of their 
over{preading the Field, the noble Boldnefs of the Figure 
when Fame is reprefented in Perfon fhining at their Head, the 
univerfal Tumult’ fucceeded by a folemn Silence ; and laftly 
the graceful rifing of Agamemnon, all contribute to caft a 
Majefty on this Part. in the Paflage of the Sceptre, Homer 
has found an artful and poetical manner of acquainting us 
with the high Defcent of Agamemnon, and celebrating the 
hereditary Right of his Family; as well as finely hint- 
ed the Original of his Power to be deriv’d from Heaven, 
in faying the Sceptre was firft the Gift of Jupiter. It is with 
reference to this that in the Line where he firft mentions 
it, he calls it "A@Sirov. ais, and accordingly it is tranflated 
in that Place. 


VII. 


VERSE 138. And artful thus pronounc’d the Speech defigi'd.] 
The Remarks of Dzonyfius upon this Speech 1 fhall give the 
Reader altogether, tho’ they lie {catter’d in his two Difcourfes 
mee eoxnmaticuevoy, the fecond of which is in a great Degree 
but a Repetition of the Precepts and Examples of the. firft. 
This happen’d, I believe, from his having compos’d them at 
diftin& ‘Times and upon different Occafions. : 

‘¢ It is an exquifite Piece of Art, when you feem to aim at 
“ perfuading one thing, and at the fame time inforce the 
“‘ contrary. This kind of Rhetorick is of great ufe in all 

3 “* Occafions 
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Occafions of Danger, aiid is what Homer has affotded a 
moft powerful Example of in the Oration of Agamemnon. 
Tis a Method perfectly wonderful, and even carries in it 
an Appearance of Abfurdity ; for all that we generally 
efteem the Faults of Oratory, by this means become the 
Virtues of it. Nothing: is look’d upon as a greater Error 
in a Rhetorician than to alledge fuch Arguments as either 
are eafily anfwer’d, or may be retorted upon himfelf, the 


former isa weak Part, the latter a dangerous one; and 4ga- 


memmnon here defignedly deals in both. For it is plain that 
if a Man muft not ufe weak Arguments, or fuch as may 
make againft him, when he intends to perfuade the Thing 


he fays; then on the other fide, when he does not intend — 


it;; he muft obferve the contrary Proceeding, and make 
what are the Faults of Oratory in general, the Excellencies 
of that Oration in particular, or otherwife he will contra- 
dic his own Intention and perfuade the contrary to what 
he means. Agamemnon begins with an Argument eafily 
anfwer’d, by telling them that Jupser had promisd to 
crown thew Arms with Vittory.. Ror if Fupser had pro- 


mis’d this, it was a reafon for the Stay in the Camp. Bus ° 


now (f{ayshe) Jove has decew'd us, and we muft return 
‘with Ignomimy. This is another. of the fame kind, for it 
fhews what a Difgrace it is to retarn. What follows is of 
the fecond fort and may be turn’d againft him. ove 
will have # fo: For which they have only 4gamemnon’s 
Word, but Fove’s own Promife for the contrary. That 
God has overthrown many Cities, and will yet overturn many 
others. ‘This was a ftrong Reafon to ftay, and put their 


Confidence in him. / ss. fhameful to have st told to all 


Poftersty that’ fo many thoufand Greeks, after a War 
of fo -long Continuance, at laft return’d home baffled and 
unfucce/sful. All this might have been faid by a pro- 
felt Adverfary to the Caufe he pleads, and indeed is the 
fame thing Usjffes fays elfewhere in Reproach of their 
Flight. The Conclufion evidently fhews the Intent of 
the Speaker. Haffe then, let us fly; O8ywmsy, the Word 
which of all others was moft likely to prevail upon 
them to ftay ; the moft.open Term of Difgrace he could 
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 pofibly have usd: *Tis the fame which Fano makes ufé 
“ of to Minerva, Mierva to Ubffes, and Ulyffes again to 
“ the Troops, to difluade their Return; thé fame which 
« Agamemnon himfelt had ufed to infult Achilles, and which 


Homer never employs but with the Mark of Cowardice and 


“ Infamy. | 7 
The fame Author farther obferves, “ That this whole 
‘< Oration has the Air of being fpoken in a Paffion. It be- 
“ gins with a Stroke of the greateft Rafhnefs and Impatience. 
«< Jupiter has deen unjuft, Heaven has deceiwd us, This ren- 
“« ders all he fhall fay of the lefs Authority, at the fame time 
<< that it conceals his own Artifice; for his Anger feems 
“‘ to account for the Incongruities he utters.” I could not 
fupprefs fo fine a Remark, tho’ it falls our of the Order of 
thofe which precede it. — 
Before I leave this Article, I muft take notice that this 
Speech of Agamemnon is again put into his Mouth in the 
ninth /éad, and (according to Dionyfius) for the fame Pur- 
pole, to detain the Army at the Siege after a Defeat; tho? _ 
it feems unartful to pur the fame Trick twice upon the 
on, and in’ the fame Words too. We 
may indeed pe the firft Feint to have remain’d undif- 
eft it is a Management in the Poer not very 
entertaining to the Readers. 7 


IX. 


Verse 155. So fmall ther Number, &c.| This Part has 
a low Air in Comparifon with the reft of the Speech. Scaliger 
calls it 7abernartam Orationem: But it is well obfery’d by 
Madam Dacier, that the Image Agamemnon here gives of the 
Trojans, does not only render their Numbers contemptible in 
Comparifon of the Greeks, but their Perfons too. For it makes 
them appear but as a few vile Slaves fit only to ferve them 
with Wine: To which we may add thar it affords a Prof{pe& 
to his Soldiers of their future State and Triumph after the 
Conqueft of their Enemies. | 

This Paflage gives me occafion to animadvert upon a Com- 
putation of the Number of the Zrojazs, which the learned | 

} : Zz | : | Angelus 
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Angelus Politian has offer’d at in his Preface to Homet. He 
thinks they were fifty thoufand without the Auxiliaries, from 
the Conclufion of the eighth /iésad, where it is faid there were 
a thoufand funeral Piles of Zrojams; and fifty Men attending 
each of them. But that the Auxiliaries are to be admitted 
into that Number appears plainly from this Place: Aga- 
memnon exprefly diftinguifhes the native Trojans from the 
Aids, and reckons but one to ten Grecians, at which Eftimate 


there could aot be above ten thoufand Trojans. See the . 


Notes on the Catalogue. 


X. 
VERSE 16 3. —-----Decay'd our Veffels ke, 
And: fcarce enfure the wretched Power to fly. ; 


This, and fome other Paflages, are here tranflated correfpon- 
dent to the general Air and Senfe of this Speech, rather than 
juft to the Letter. The telling them in this Place how much 
their Shipping was decay’d, was a Hint of their Danger in 
returning, as Madam Daczer has remark’d. 


XL 
— Verse 175. So voll the Billows, &c.] One may take no- 
tice that Homer in thefe two Similitudes has judicioufly made 
choice of the two moft wavering and inconftant Things in 
Nature, to compare with the Multimmde; the Waves, and Ears 


of Corn. The firft alludes to the Noife and Tumult of the 
People, in the —s and rolling of the Billows; the fecond 


to their taking the fame Courfe, like: Corn bending one 


way; and both-to the Eafinefs with which they are mov’d 
by every Breath. | 
: Xi. 


I] 


— Verse 143. Zo one fole Monarch.| Thofe Perfons ate un- 


der a Miftake who would make this Sentence a Praife of 


Abfolute Monarchy. Homer {peaks it only with regard to 
a General of an Army daring the time of his Commiflion. 
Nor is Agamemnon ftyl'd King of Kings in any other Senfe, 
than as the reft of the Princes had given him the fupreme 

3 | | Authority 
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Authority over them in the Siege. Ariffotle defines a King, 
SreaTHnyos yae Fy on dadsne 6 Bagirsvc, % Thiv meds Osds Kugwe ; 
Leader of the War, Fudge of Controverfies, and Prefident 
of the Ceremomes of the Gods.. That he had the principal 
Care of religious Rites appears. from many Places in Homer ; 
and that his Power was no where abfolute but.in War: for 
we find Agamemnon infulted in.the Council, but in the Army 
threatning Deferters with Death. He was under an Obliga- 
tion to preferve ‘the Privileges of his Country, purfuant ro 
which Kings are called by our Author Amagncage, and Ozyuro- 
xéaus, the Difpenfers or Managers of Juftice. And Diony/ius 
of Halicarnaffus acquaints us, that the old Grecian Kings, 
whether Hereditary or Elective, had a Council of their chief 


‘Men, as Homer and the moft ancient Poets teftify ; nor was 


it (he adds) in thofe Times as in ours, when Kings have a 


full Liberty to do whatever they pleafe. Dion. Hal. hb. 2. Hy. 
XH. . oe 


VERSE 255. Therfites only.]. The Ancients have afcrib’d 
to Homer the firft Sketch of Satyric or Comic Poetry, of 
which fort was his Poem call’d Margstes, as Ariffotle re- 
ports. Tho’ that. Piece be loft, this Character of Therfites 
may give us a Tafte of his Vein in that kind. But 
whether ludicrous Defcriptions ought to have Place in 


_ the Epic Poem, has been juftly queftion’d: Neither Virgil 


nor any of the moft approvd Ancients have thought fit to 
admit them into their Compofitions of that Nature; nor 
any of the beft Moderns except Milton, whofe Fondnefs for 
Homer might be the reafon of it. However this is in its 
kind a very mafterly Part, and our Author. has fhewn great 
Judgment in the Particulars he has chofen to compofe the 


- Pi@ure of a pernicious Creature of Wit; the chief of which 


are a Defire. of promoting Laughter at any rate, and a Con- 
tempt of his Superiors. And he fums up the whole very 
ftrongly, by faying.that 7herfites hated Achélles and Ulyffes ; 
in which, as Plutarch has remark’d in his Treatife of Envy 
and Hatred, he makes it the utmoft Completion of an ill 
Character to bear a Malevolence to the beft Men, What 
_ | is 
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is farther obfervable ig, that 7her/ites is never heard ‘of afte? 
this his firft Appearance: ‘Such a {candalous Charaéter is to 
be taken no more notice of, ‘than. juft to fhew that’tis defpi- 
fed. Homer has: obferv’'d the fame Condu& with regard to 
the moft deform’d and moft beautiful Perfon of his Poem: 
For Mireus is thus mention’d once and no more throughout 
the Iad. He places a worthlefs Beauty and an ill-natur’d 
Wit apon the bime Foot, aud fhews that the Gifts of the 
Body without thofe of the Mind are not more defpicable, 


than thofe of the Mind itfelf without Virtue. 


Verse 275. Amid the Glories.| ?Tis rematk’d by Diony- 
fous Halicar. in his Treatife of the Examimation of Writers, 
that there could not be a better Artifice thought on to re- 
cal the Army to their Obedience, than this of our Author. 
When they were offended at their General in favour of Achil- 
les, nothing could more: weaken Achilles’s Intereft than to 
make fuch a Fellow as Therfites appear of his Party, whofé 
Impertinence would give them a Difpuft of thinking or a@- 
ing like him.. -There is no furer Method to reduce generous 
Spirits, than to make them fee they are purfuing the fame 
Views with People of no Merit, and fuch whom they cannot 

forbear defpifing themfelves. Otherwife there is nothing in 
this Speech but what might become the Mouth of Ne of 
himfelf, if you except a word or two. And had Neffor {po- 
ken it, the Army had certainly fet fail for Greece; but-be+ 
caufe it was utter’'d by a ridiculous Fellow whom they are 
afharn’d to follow, they are reduc’d, and fatisfy’d to continue 
the Siege. Ms a | —_ 


Verst 284. Tée Gréeks and [.] Thefe Boalts of himfelf 
are the few Words which Diony/ius objeats to in the foregoing 
Paflage. I cannot but think the grave Commentators here He | 
much miftaken, who imagine Therfites in earnelt in thefe 
Vaunts, and ferioufly reprove his Infolerice. They feem to 
me manifeft Strokes of Irony, — had render’d = 
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fo much the more improper in the Mouth of Nefer, wha 
was otherwife none af nhe leaft Boafters himfelf. .And confi- 
der’d as fuch they are equal to the reft of the Speech, which 


‘has an infinite deal of Spirit, Humour, and Satyr. 


XVi. 


Verse 326. He fai, and cowysng.) The vile Figure . 
Therfites makes here is 2 good Piece of Grote/que; the Plea- 
fure exprefs'd by the §oldiers at this Action of Uses (not- 
withftanding they are difappointed by him of their Hopes of 
returning) is agreeable to that generous Temper, at once ho- 
neft and thoughtlefs, which is commonly found in military 
Men; to whom nothing is fo edions as a Daftard, and who 
have not naturally the greateft Kindnefs for a Wit. 


XVIt. 


Vease 348. Unbeppy Monarch! &c.] Quingilhan {peak- 
ing of che yarious Kinds of Oratory which may be learn’d 
from Homer, mentions among the greateft Inftances the 
Speeches in this Book, Mane vel wus hher quo miffa ad 
Achilem legatio contsnctur, vel tm primo inter duces sila cone 
sentio, vel dite ws fecundo sententia, ennes Isium ac confi- 
horum explcat artes? Affethus quidem vel sllas mites, vel bos 
conciigtos, wema erst tam sudatiys, qu non fua sn potefate Lunc 
asutarem habuiffe fateatur. It is indeed hardly -poffible 
to find any where more refin’d Turns of Policy, or more 
artful Touches of Oratory. We have no foontr feen ga- 


_wnewonon excel in one fort, bur Usfes is to fhine no lef 


in another directly oppofite to it. When the Stratagem 
of pretending to fet an had met with too ready a Cons 
fent from the People, his Eloquence appears in all the 
Forms of Art. In his firtt Speech he had perfyaded the 
Caprains with Mildnefs, telling them the People’s Glory, de~ 
pended upon them, and readily giving 9 Turn to the firft 
Defign, which had like to have been {9 dangerous, by repre- 
fenting: it orily as 4 Proje& of Agamemnon. to difcover the 
cowardly. In his fecond, he had\ commanded the Soldiers 
_ wit 
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with Bravery, and made them know. what Pact they fuftain’d 
in the War. In his third, he had rebuk’d the Seditions in 
- the Perfon of Tber/ites, by Reproofs, Threats, and aétual 


Chaftifements. . And now in this fourth, when all are ga- 


ther’d together, he applies to them in Topics which equally 
affe& them all: He raifes their Hearts by putting them in 
saind of the Promifes of Heaven, and thet Prephecies of 
which as they had feea the Truth in the nine Years Delay, 
they might now expect the Accomplifhment in the teath 
Year’s Succefss. which is a full Anfwer to what Agamemnon 
had {aid of is deceiving them. 

Dienyfivs obferves one fingular Piece of Art, ja U)yifes’s 
maaner of applying himfelf to the People whea he wonld 
infinuate any thin g to the Princes, and addrefiing to the 
Princes when he would blame the People. He tells the Sol- 
diers, they muft not all pretend to be Rulers there, let there 
be one 0g, one Lord; which is manjfellly a Preceps de- 
fign’d for the Leaders to take to themfelves, In the fame 
manner Tiberius Rheter remarks the beginaiag of his jaf 
Oration to be ¢ fine Eshopopera or oblique Reprefentation- of 
the People, upon whom the Severity of the Reproach is made to 
fall, while he Seems to render the King an Objeé of their Pity. 


Unbappy Monerch/ whom the Gracian Race 


¢ 


With Shame deferisng, &c. | 
| XVII. 


us 


Verse 402, Zhen Neftor thus.) Nothing is more obfer- 


vable than Homer’s Conduét of this whole Incident ; hy whas 


judicious and a Degrees the Army is reftrain’d, and _ 
ires of the General. We have given the 


wrought up to the De 


Derail of all the Methods Uiyffes proceeded in: The Adcivity 


of his Charaéter is now to be contrafted with the Gravity: of: 


Nefior's, who covers and ftrengthens the other’s Arguments, and 
conftantly appears thro’ the Poem a weighty Cloler: of Debates, 
The Greeds a already feen their General give way to his 
Authority, in the Difpyte with Acdélles in the former Book, 


and could. expec: no lefs thap: thar. theig. Stay. thould be sel 
| | | — clyded 
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¢luded on by Aganiemnon as foon as Neftor undertook ¢hat 


Caufe. For this was all they imagin’d his Difcourfe aim’d:at 
but we fhall find it had a farther Defign, from — of Hal;- 
) ent Critick 
«© worthy of Admiration in the Speeches of U/yffes and Neflor, 
«© which are the different Defigns they {peak with, and the dif- 
“¢ ferent Applaufes they receive. Uly/fes has the Acclamations 
«© of the Army, and Néfor the Praife of Agamemnon. One 


 & may enquire the Reafon, why he extols the latter prefera- 


« bly to the former, when all that efor alledges feems on- 
«< ly a Repetition of the fame Arguments which Uses had 
given before him? It might be done in Encouragement 
“ to the old Man, in whom it might raife a Concern to find 
“¢ his Speech not follow’d with fo general an Applaufe as the 
“ other’s. But we-are to refer the Speech of Neffor to that 
“ Part of Oratory which feems only to confirm what another — 
« hag faid, and yet fuperinduces and carries a farther Point. 
“© Ulyffes and Neffor both compare the Greeks to Children for 
‘© their unmanly Defire to return home; they both reproach 
‘¢ chem with the Engagements and Vows they had pal. and 
“were now about to break ; they both alledge the profperous 
“< Signs and Omens receiv’d from Heaven. Notwithftanding 
“ this, the End of their Orations is very different. Uly/Jes’s 
“ Bufinefs was to detain the Greczans when they were upon 
“ the Point of flying; efor finding that Work done to 
‘«‘ his Hands, defign’d.to draw them infkantly to Battel. This 


nA. A 


6 


© was the utmoft Agamemnon had aim’d at, which Nefor’s 


“ Artifice brings to pafs; for while they imagine by all he 
“ fays that he is only perfuading them to ftay, they find 
“< themfelves unawares put into Order of Battel, and led un- 
*§ der their Princes to fight. Dion. Hal. regt éoynuatiopésoy, 
Part 1 and 2. | - | 

~ We may next take notice of fome Particulars of this Speech: 


Where he fays they lofe their time in empty Words, he 


hints at the Difpute between Agamemnon and Achilles: Where 
he {peaks of thofe who deferted the Grecian Caufe, he glances 
at Achilles in particular. When he reprefents He/en in Af- 
fiction and Tears, he removes the Odium from the Perfon 
in whofe Caufe they were to fight; and when he moves 4ga- 
4 MeCMnNC? 
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memmnon to advife with his Council,. artfully prepares for a 
Reception of his own Advice by that modeft way of propo- 
fing it. As for the Advice itfelf, to divide the Army into 
Bodies, each of which fhould be compos’d entirely of Men 
of the fame Country; nothing could be better judg’d both 
in regard to the prefent Circumftance, and with an Eye to 
the future carrying on of the War. For the firft, its imme- 
diate Effect was to take the whole Army out of its Tumult, 
break whatever Cabals they might have form’d together by 
feparating them into a new Divifion, and caufe every fingle 
Mutineer to come inftantly under the View of his own pro- 

er Officer for CorreGtion. For the fecond, it was to be 
thought the Army would be much ftrengthen’d by this Uni- 
on: Thofe of differant Nations who had different Aims, In- 
terefts and Friendfhips, could not affift each other with fo 
much Zeal or fo well concur to the fame End, as when Friends 
aided Friends, Kinfmen their Kinfmen, ©. when each 
Commander had the Glory of his own Nation in view, and 
4 greater Emulation was excited between Body and Body ; as 
not only warring for the Honour of Greece in general, but 
for that of every difting State in particular, 


XIX. 


Verse 440. How much thy Years excel.| Every orie lias 
obferv’d how glorious an Elogium of Wifdom Homer has 
here given, where Agamemnon {o far prefers it to Valour, as 
to wifh not for ten Ajax’s or Achslless but only for ten 
Neftors. For the reft of this Speech, Dsony/ius has fumm’d 
it up as follows. ‘‘ Agamemnon being now convine’d 
“ the Greeks were offended at him on account of the De- 
“ parture of Achilles, pacifies them by a generous Confeflion 
“ of his Fault, but then afferts the Character of a fupreme 
“* Ruler, and with the Air of Command threatens the Difo- 
“© bedient.” I cannot conclude this Part of the Speeches 
without remarking how beautifnlly they rife above one ano= 
ther, and how they more and more awaken the Spirit 
of War in the Grecians. In this laft there is a wonderful 
Fire and Vivacity, when he prepares them for the glorious 

Ee Toils 
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Toils they were to undergo by a warm and lively Defcription 
of them. ‘The Repetition of the Words in that Part has a 


Beauty, which (as well as many others of the fame kind) 


has been loft by moft Tranflators. 


ED pey tig ddeu Snkdlw, eden Seobu, 
Ed d¢ tig ixnoow deinvoy dorm wuutodeco, 
EU of Tig deuctos amis idkiy---——--. | 


I cannot but believe M@/ton had this Paflage in his Eye in 
that of his fixth Book. 


| ~—~-----—LLet each | 
Ets Adamantine Coat gird well; end each 
Fit well his Helm, gripe faft his orbed Shield, &c. 


XX, 


VERSE 485. And Menelaus came unbid.} The Criticks have 
enter’d into a warm Difpute, whether Menelaus was in the | 
right or in the wrong, in coming uninvited: Some main- 
taining it the Part of an Impertinent or a Fool to intrude 
upon another Man’s Table; and others infifting upon the 
Privilege a Brother or a Kinfman may claim in this Cafe. © 
The Exgl/b Reader had not been troubled with the Tranfla- 
tion of this Word Avréuares, but that Plato and Plutarch have 
taken notice of the Paflage. ‘The Verfe following this in 
moft Editions, “Hdte yde xara Suudv, &c. being rejected as {pu- 
rious by Demetrius Phalereus, is omitted here upon his Au- 
thority. ) | | 

XXI. 


Verse 526. The dreadful gis, Jove’s immortal Shield.| 
Homer does not exprefly call it a Shield in this Place, but 
he does in the fifth Jad, where this Aegis is defcrib’d with a 
Sublimity that is inexpreffible. The Figure of the Gorgon’s Head 
upon it is there {pecify’'d, which will juftify the mention of 
the Serpents in the Tranflation here: The Verfes are remar- 
kably fonorous in the Original, The Image of the Goddefs 
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of Battels blazing with her immortal Shield before the Army, 
infpiring every Heroe, and affifting to range the Troops, is 
agreeable to the bold Painting of our Author. And the En- 
couragement of a divine Power feem’d no more than’ was re- 
quifite to change fo totally the Difpofitions of the Grecians, 
as to make them now more ardent for the Combate than 
they were before defirous of a Return. This finifhes the 
Conqueft of their Inclinations, in a manner at once wonder- 
fully Poetical, and correfpondent to the Moral which is every 
where fpread through Homer, that nothing is entirely brought 
about but by the divine Affiftance. | | 


XXII, 


VERSE $34. As on fome Mountai, &c.| 'The Imagination 
of Homer was fo vaft and fo lively, that whatfoever Objects 
prefented themfelves before him imprefs’d their Images fo for~ 
cibly, that he pour’d them forth in Comparifons equally 
fimple and noble; without forgetting any Circumftance which 
could inftrué the Reader, and make him fee thofe Objects 
in the fame {trong Light wherein he faw them himfelf. And 
in this one of the principal Beauties of Poetry confifts. Ho- 
mer, on the fight of the March of this numerous Army, 
gives us five Similes in a Breath, but all entirely different. 
The firft regards the Splendor of their Armour, As a Fire, &c. 
The fecond the various Movements of fo many thoufands be- 
fore they can range themfelves in Battel-Array, Like the 
Swans, °c. The third refpects their Number, As the Leaves or 
Flowers, &'c. The fourth the Ardour with which they run to 
the Combate, Like the Legions of Infeéts, &’c. And the 
fifth the Obedience and exaé Difcipline of the Troops, ran- 
ved without Conftfion under their Leaders, As Flocks under 
their Shepherds. This Fecundity and Variety can never 
be enough admired. Dacser. 


| XXII. 
VERSE 545. Or milk white Swans on AGus’ watry Plains.] 


Scaliger, who is feldom juft to. our Author, yet confefles thefe 
| 4 Verfes 
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Verfes to be pleniffima Necaris. But he is greatly miftaken 
when he accufes this Simile of Impropriety, on the Suppofi- 


tion that a Number of Birds flying without Order are here 
‘compar’d to an Army ranged in Array of Battel. On the 
contrary, Homer in this expreffes the Stir and Tumult the 
Troops were in, before they got into Order, running toge- 


ther from the Ships and Tents: Nedy dro, 4) xruiadv. But 


when they are plac’d in their Ranks, he compares them to 


the Flocks under their Shepherds. This Diftingtion will 
plainly appear from the Detail of the five Similes in the fore- 
going Note. - me fs 

Virgl has imitated this with great Happinefs in his {e- 
venth Aineid. 


Ceu quondam nivei liguida inter nubila cycus 
Cum fefe & paftu referunt, & longa canoros 
- Dant per colla modos, fonat amnis & Afia longe 
Pulfa palus----------. 
Like a long Team of {nowy Swans on high, 
Which clap their Wings and cleave the liquid Sky, 


When homeward from their watry Paftures born, 
They fing, and 4fa’s Lakes their Notes return. 


Mr. Dryden in this Place has miftaken Afas for Afia, which 
Virgil took care to diftinguifh by making the firft Syllable of 


Afus long, as of Afia fhort. Tho’ oa we believe Madam 


Dacier) he was himfelf in an Error, both here and in the 


firft Georgie. 


, w———-———- Que Afia circum 
Dulethus in flagnis rimantur prata Cayftrs. 


For fhe will not allow that ’Agw can be a Patronymic Adjec-~ 
tive, but the Genitive of a proper Name, ’Agw, which be- 
ing turn’d into Jonsc is ’"Acww, and by a Syncope makes ’Acw. 
This puts me in mind of another Criticifm upon the 290% 
Verfe of this Book: *Tis obferv’d that Virgil ules Inarime 
for Arime, as if he had read Eivdeluos, inftead of Ely ’Agiuou. 


Scaliger ridicules this trivial Remark, and asks if it can be 


3 imagin’d 
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imagin’d that Virgil was ignorant of the Name of a Place fo 
near him as Bate? It is indeed unlucky for good Writers, 
that Men who have Learning fhould lay a Strefs upon fuch 
Trifles, and that thofe who have none fhould think it 
Learning to do fo. 


XXIV. 


Verse 552. Or thick as Infects play.| This Simile tranfla- 
ted literally runs thus; As .the numerous Troops of Fhes 
about a Shephera’s Cottage in the Spring, when the Milk mor 
fiens the Pails; fuch Numbers of Greeks ftood in the ‘Field 
againft the Trojans, defirmg their Defiruttion. The Lownefs 
of this Image in Comparifon with thofe which precede it, 
will naturally fhock a modern Critick, and would fcarce be 
forgiven in a Poet of thefe Times. The utmoft a Tranflator 
can do is to heighten the Expreffion, fo as to render the Dif- 
parity lefs obfervable: which is endeavour’d here, and in 
other Places. If this be done fuccefsfully the Reader is fo 
far from being offended at a low Idea, that it raifes his Sur 
prize to find it grown great in the Poet’s Hands, of which 
we have frequent Inftances in Vargsls Georgscks. Here fol- 
lows another of the fame kind, in the Simile of Agamemnon 
to a Bull juft after he has been compar’d to fove, Mars, and 
Neptune. This, Exjfarbius tells us, was blam’d. by fome 
Criticks, and Mr. Hoddes has left ic out in his Tranflation. 
The Liberty has been taken here to place the humbler Si- 
mile firft, referving the noble one as a more magnificent 
Clofe of the Defcription: The bare turning the Sentence re- 
moves the Objection. M:lton who was a clofe Imicator of 
our Author, has often copy’d him in thefe humble Compa- 
rifons. He has not fcrupled to infert one in the midft of 
that pompous Defcription of the Rout of the Rebel-Angels 
in the fixth Book, where the Son of God in all his dreadful 
Majefty is reprefented pouring his Vengeance upon them: 


‘Of Goats, or tim'rous Flocks together throng'd, 
Drove them before him Thunder-firuck---—. 


FF XXV. VERSE 
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XXV. 


VERSE 568. Great as the Gods.) Homer here defcribes the 
Figure and Port of Agamemnon with all imaginable Grandeur, 
in making him appear cloath’d with the Majefty of the 
greateft of the Gods; and when Plutarch (in his fecond Ora- 
tion of the Fortune of Alexander) blamed the Comparifon of 
a Man to three Deities at once, that Cenfure was not pafs’d 
upon Homer as a Poet, but by Plutarch as a Prieft. This 
Character of Majefty in which Agamemnon excels all the 
other Heroes, is preferv’d in the different Views of him 
throughout the /éad. It is thus he appears on his Ship in 
the Catalogue, thus he fhines in the Eyes of Prian in the - 
third Book, thus again in the beginning of the thirteenth, 
and fo in the reft. 


XXVIL 


VERSE 572. Say Virgins.] It is hard to conceive any Ad- 
drefs more folemn, any Opening to a Subje& more noble and 
magnificent, than this Invocation of Homey before his Cata- 
logue. That Omniprefence he gives to the Mufes, their 
Poft in the higheft Heaven, their comprehenfive Survey thro’ 
the whole Extent of the Creation, are Circumftances greatly 
imagined. Nor is any thing more perfectly fine or exqui- 
fitely moral, than the Oppofition of the extenfive Know- 
ledge of the Divinities on the one fide, to the Blindnef§ and 
Ignorance of Mankind on the other. The Greatnefs and 
Importance of his Subje& is highly rais’d by his exalted 
manner of declaring the Difficulty of it, Not the my Lungs 
were Brafs, &c. and by the Air he gives as if what follows 
were immediately infpir’d, and no lefs than the joint Labour 
of all the Mufes, 


XXVIL., 


VERSE 586. The bardy Warriors.) The Catalogue begins 
in this Place, which I forbear to treat of at prefent: only I 


‘muft acknowledge here that the Tranflation has not been ex- 


actly punctual to the Order in which Homer places his Towns. 
| | However 


th Seconv Book. 
However it has not trefpafs'd againtt Geography ; the Tranf 


pofitions I mention being no other than fuch minute ones, 
as Strabo confefles the Author himfelf is not free from: ‘O & 
Tlounrilg yee pay xuieas adyss cuvengiic, dlomeg x yetru. OW delyy 
dvduovro, # AvAlda, Sc, “Arro te Dovyuis ext TH Taber, Exolvoyte 
Syonov r3, Osoremy Tealavre. Lib. 8. There is not to my Re- 
membrance any Place throughour this Catalogue omitted ; a 
Liberty which Mr. Dryden has made no difficulty to take 
and to confefs, in his Yirg:/. But a more f{crupulous Care 
was owing to Homer, on account of that wonderful Exactnefs 
and unequal’d Diligence, which he has particularly fhewn in 
this Part of his Work. 


XXVIII. 


Verse 649. Down sheir broad Shoulders, &c.] ‘The Greek 
has it gnitev xomoavees, a tergo comantes. It was the Cultom 
of thefe People to fhave the fore-part of their Heads, which 
they did that their Enemies might not take the Advan- 
tage of feizing them by the Hair: the hinder Part they let 
grow, as a valiant Race that would never turn their Backs. 
‘Their manner of fighting was hand to hand, without quitting 
their Javelins {in the way of our Pike-men.) Péutarch tells 
us this in the Life of 7hefews, and cites to ftrengthen the 
Authority of Homer, fome Verfes of Archilochus to the fame 
Effea. Eobanus Heffus who tranflated Homer into Latime 
Verfe was therefore miftaken in his Verfion of this Paflage. 

Precipue Faculatores, haftamque perss 
Vibrave, & longis contingere pettora sels. 


XXIX. 
Verse 711. Eager and loud from Man to Man be fues.} 


The Figure Menelaus makes in this Place is remarkably di- 
ftinguifh’d from the reft, and fufficient to thew his Concern in 


the War was perfonal, while the others acted only for In-" 


tereft or Glory in general. No Leader in all the Lift is re- 
prefented thus eager and paffionate ; he is louder than them 


all 
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all in his Exhortations ; more active in running among the 
Troops; and infpirited with the Thoughts of Revenge, 
which he ftill encreafes with the fecret Imagination of Helen’s 
Repentance. This Behaviour is finely imagined. 

The Epithet Bory éyates which is apply’d in this and other 
Places to Menelaus, and which literally fignifies loud-voiced, - 
is made by the Commentatars to mean va/tant, and tranflated 


bello firenuus. The reafon given by Eaflathius is, that a 


loud Voice is a Mark of Strength, the ufual Effect of Fear 
being to cut fhort the Refpiration. I own this feems to be 
forc’d, and rather believe it was one of thofe kind of Sir- 
Names given from fome diftinguifhing Quality of the Perfon 
(as that of a loud Voice might belong to Menelaus) which 
Monf. Boileau mentions in his ninth Reflection upon Longinus ; 
in the fame manner as fome of our Kings were called Edward 
Long-fbanks, William Rufus, &c. But however it be, the Epi- 
thet taken in the literal Senfe has a Beauty in this Verfe from 
the Circumftance Menelaus is defcribed in, which determined 
the Tranflator to ufe it. 


XXX. 


Verse 746. New to all the Dangers of the Maim.| The 
Arcadians being an Inland People were unskill’d in Navigation, 
for which reafon Agamemnon farnifh’d them with Shipping. 
From hence, and from the laft Line of the Defcription of 
the Sceptre, where he is faid to prefide over many I/lands, 
Thucydides takes occafion to obferve that the Power of 4Qa- | 
memnon was fuperior to the reft of the Princes of Greece, on 
account of his Naval Forces, which had render’d him. Mafter 
of the Sea. Thucyd. lid. 1. 


XXXL 


Verse 815. Three Ships with Nireus.] This Leader is no 
where mention’d but in thefe Lines, and is an Exception to 
the Obfervation of Macrobias that all the Perfons of the Ca- 
? ° . 
talogue make their Appearance afterwards in. the Poem. 
Homer himfelf gives us the reafon, becaufe Nreus had but a 

{mall 
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{mall Share of Worth and Valour; his Quality only gave 
him a Privilege to be nam’d among Men. _ The Poer has 
caufed him to be remember’d no lefs thari Achilles or 
Ulyffes, but yet in no better manner than he deferv’d, whofe 
only Qualification was his Beauty: ’Tis by a bare Repeti- 
tion of his Name three times, which juft leaves fome Im- 
preflion of him on the Mind of the Reader. Many others, 
of as trivial Memory as Mireus, have been preferv’d by Poets 
from Oblivion ; but few Poets have ever done this Favour to 
Want of Merit with fo much Judgment. Demetrius Phalereus 
meet Eounvelac, Sect. 61. takes notice of this beautiful Repetis 
tion, which in a juft Deference to fo delicate a Critick is here 
preferv’d in the Tranflation. | . a , = 


XXXH-. 


Verse 871. The Grace and Glory of the beauteous Kind.} 
He gives Alcefiss this Elogy of the Glory of her Sex, for her 
conjugal Piety, who dy’d to preferve the Life of her Huf- 
band Admetus. Euripides has a Tragedy on this Subjed, 
which abounds in the moft mafterly Strokes of Tendernefs : 
In particular the firft A&, which contains the Defcription of 
her Preparation for Death; and her Behaviour in it can ne- 
ver: be enough admired. | , 


XXXII 


Verse 906. In twenty Ships the bold Perrhebidns came.} 

I cannot tell whether it be worth obferving that, except 
Ogilby, we have not met with one Tranflator who has exact- 
ly preferv’d the Number of the Ships. Chapman puts eigh- 
teen under F'vmelus inftead of eleven. Hobbes but twenty un- 
der Afcalaphus and lalwen inftead-of thirty, and but thirty 
under Menelaus inftead of fixty. Valterze (the former French 
Tranflator) has given Agapenor forty for fixty, and Neffor 
forty for ninety. Madam Daczer gives Neftor but eighty. 
I muft confefs this Tranflation not to have been quite fo exact 
as Ogelby’s, having cut off one from the Number. of Eumelus’s 
Ships, and two oo thofe.of Ganeus: Eleven and two and 
| G . twenty 
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twenty would found but oddly in Exgh/b Verfe, and a Poem 
contracts a Littlenefs by infifting on fuch trivial Niceties. 


XXXIV. 


Verst 925. Or rein'd the nobleft Steeds.| This coupling 
together the Men and Horfes feems odd enough, but Homer 
every where treats thefe noble Animals with remarkable Re- 

ard. We need not wonder at this Enquiry, which were the 

ot Horfes? from him, who makes his Horfes of heavenly 
Extraction as well as his Heroes, who makes his Warriours 
addrefs them with Speeches and excite them by all thofe Mo- 
tives which affect a human Breaft, who defcribes them thed- 
ing Tears of Sorrow, and even capable of Voice and Pro- 
phecy: In moft of which Points /srg: has not {crupled to 
imitate him. | 


XXXY.. 


- Verse 939. His Troops, &c.) The Image in thefe Lines 
of the Amufements of the Myrmidons, while Achilles detain’d 
them from the Fight, has an exquifite Propriety in it. Tho? 
they are not in Action, their very Diverfions are Military, 
and a kind of Exercife of Arms. The cover’d Chariot and 
feeding Horfes, make a natural Part of the Picture ; and no- 
thing is finer than the manly Concern of the Captains, who 
as they are fuppos’d more fenfible of Glory than the Soldiers, 
take no fhare in their Diverfions, but wander forrowfully 
round the Camp, and lament their being kept from the Bartel. 
This difference betwixt the Soldiers and the Leaders (as Da- 
eser obferves) is a Decorum of the higheft Beauty. Mskon 
has admirably imitated this in the Defcription he gives in his 
fecond Book of the Diverfions of the Angels during the Ab- 
fence of Lucifer. 
¥. 


Part on the Plam, or in the Liar fublime, 
00 the Wing, or in fwsft Race contend; 
art curb thes fiery Steeds, or fhun the Goal 
With rapid Wheels, or fronted Brigades form. 
a But 
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But hoe nobly and judicioufly has he raifed the Image, in 
proportion to the Nature of thofe more exalted Beings, in 
that which follows. | 


Others with vaft Ty phoean Rage more fell 


Rend up both Rocks and Hills, and ride the Aur 
Iu Whirluind; Hell fcarce holds the weld Uproar. 


XXXVI. 
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VERSE 950. As when angry Jove.} The Comparifon pre- | 


ceding this, of 2 Fire which runs thro’ the Corn and blazes 
to Heaven, had expreft at once the dazling of their Arms 
and the Swiftnefs of their March. After which Hlomer ha- 
ving mention’d the Sound of their Feet, fuperadds another 
Simile, which comprehends both the Ideas of the Brightnefs 


and the Noife: for here (fays Exffathins) the Earth appears 


to Jurn and groan at the fame time. Indeed the firft of thefe 
Similes is fo full and fo noble, that it {carce feem’d poffible 
to be exceeded by any Image drawn from Nature. But H- 
mer ta raife it yet higher, has gone into the Maruellous, gi- 
ven a prodigious and fupernatural Profpe@, and brought 
down Jupiter himfelf, arrayd in all his Terrors, to difcharge 
his Lightnings and Thunders on 7yphaus. The Poet 8 
out into this Defcription with an Air of Enthufiafm, which 
greatly heightens the Image in general, while it feems to 
tranfport him beyond the Limits of an exact Comparifon. 
And this daring mammer is particular to our Author above all 
the Ancients, and to M4skon above all the Moderns. 


XXXVI. 


~ Verse 1012. From Pracins Stream, Percote’s Pafture 


Lands.| Homer does not exprefly mention Practsus as a Rir 


ver, but Strabo, hb, 13. tells us it is to be underftood fo in 
this Paflage. The Appellative of Pafture Lands to Percote is 
jutify’d in the 35th Jhad, W. 547. where Hicetaon is faid to 
feed his Oxen in that Place. 
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VERSE 1032. Axius, that fwells with all bis neighb’ring 
Rills.| According to the common Reading this Verfe fhould 
be tranflated, Axius shat diffufes his beautiful Waters over the 
Land. But we are aflured by Strabo that Axius was a muddy 
River, and that the Ancients underftood it thus, Axius shaez 
secerves into wt feveral beautiful Revers. The Criticifm lies 
in the laft word of the Verfe, Al, which Strabo reads Atye, 
and interprets of the River Za, whofe Waters were pourd 
into Axsus. However Homer defcribes this River agreeable 
to the vulgar reading in //. 21. W.158. "Agis, d¢ xdrrucoy Udug 
éxt yaiav inow, This Verfion takes in both. 


OssERVATIONS on the CATALOGUE. 


J F. we look upon this Piece with an Eye to ancient Learn- 
ing, it may. be obferv’d that however fabulous the other 
Parts of Homer's Poem may be according to the Nature of 
Epic Poetry, this Account of the People, Princes, and Coun- 
tries is purely Hiftorical, founded on the real Tranfactions 
of thofe Times, and by.far the moft valuable Piece of Hifto- 
y and Geography left us concerning the State of Greece in 
that early Period. Greece.was then divided into feveral Dy- 
nafties, which our Author. has enumerated under their re~ 
{pective Princes; and his Divifion was look’d upon fo exact, 
that we are told of many Controverfies concerning the Boun- 
daries of Grecian Cities which have been decided upon the 
Authority of this Piece. Exffathius has collected together 
the following Inftances. ‘The City of Calydon was ys 
to the tohans notwithftanding the Pretenfions of Moka, 
becaufe Homer had rank’d it among the Towns belonging to 
the former. Seffos was given to thofe of Abydos, upon the 
Plea that he had faid, the Abydontans were Pofleffors of Seffos; 
Abydos, and Arishe. When the Milefians and People of 
Priene difputed their Claim to Mycale, a Verfe of Homer 

| | carry’d 
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carry’d it in favour of the Milefians. And the Athentans 
were put in Poffeffion of Salamis by another which was cited 
by Solon, or (as fome think) interpolated by him for that 
Purpofe. Nay in fo high Eftimation has this Catalogue been 
held, that (as Porphyry has written) there have been Laws 
in fome Nations for the Youth to learn it by heart, and par- 
ticularly Cerdias (whom Cuperus de Apoth. Homer. takes to 
be Cercydas a Law-giver of the Megalopolitans) made it one 
to his Countrymen. | 

But if we confider the Catalogue purely as poetical, it will 
not want its Beauties in that Light. Raps who was none of 
the moft fuperftitious Admirers of our Author, reckons it 
among thofe Parts which had particularly charm’d him. We 
may obferve firft, what an Air of Probability is {pread over 
the whole Poem by the particularizing of every Nation and 
People concern’d in this War. Secondly, what an entertain- 
ing Scene he prefents to us, of fo many Countries drawn in 
their livelieft and moft natural Colours, while we wander 
along with him amidft a beautiful Variety of Towns, Ha- 
vens, Forefts, Vineyards, Groves, Mountains, and Rivers, 
and are perpetually amus’d with his Obfervations on the dif- 
ferent Soils, Products, Situations, or Profpects. Thirdly, 
what a noble Review he paffes before us of fo mighty an Ar- 
my, drawn out in order Troop by Troop; which had the 
Number only been told in the Grofs, had never fill’d the 
Reader with fo great a Notion of the Importance of the 
Action. Fourthly, the Defcription of the differing Arms and 
manner of fighting of the Soldiers, and the various Attitudes 
_ he has given to the Commanders: Of thefe Leaders, the 
greateft Part are either the immediate Sons of Gods, or the 
Defcendants of Gods; and how great an Idea muft we have 
of a War, to the waging of which fo many Demi-Gods and 
Heroes are aflembled? Fifthly, the feveral artful Compli- 
ments he paid by this means to his own Country in general, 
and many of his Contemporaries in particular, by a Celebra- 
tion of the Genealogies, ancient Seats, and Dominions’ of 
the great Men of his Time. Sixthly, the agreeable Mixture of 
Narrations from Paflages of Hiftory or Fables, with which he 


amufes and relieves us at proper Intervals. And laftly, the - 
H 
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admirable Judgment wherewith he introduces this whole Ca- 
talogue, juft at a Time when the Pofture of Affairs in the 
Army renderd fuch a Review of abfolute Neceffity to the 
Greeks; and in a Paufe of Aion, while each was refrefhing 
himfelf to prepare for the enfuing Battels. | 
Macrobias in his Saturnaha, hb. 5. cap.15. has given us a 
judicious Piece of Criticifm, in the Comparifon betwixe the 
Catalogues of Homer and of Vergs/, in which he juftly allows 
the Preference to our Author for the following Reafons. Ho- 
mer (fays he) has begun his Defcription from the moft no- — 
ted Promontory of Greece (he means that of Avis, where 
was the narroweft Paflage to Exboca.) From thence with a 
regular Progrefs he defcribes either the maritime or mediter- 
ranean Towns as their Situations are contiguous ; he never paf- 
fes with fudden Leaps from Place to Place, omitting thofe 
which lie between; but proceeding like a Traveller in the 
way he has begun, conftantly returns to the Place from whence 
he digrefs’d, ’till he finifhes the whole Circle he defign’d. /i7- 
gil on the contrary has obferv’'d no Order in the Regions de- 


{crib’'d in his Catalogue, /. 10. but is perpetually breaking 


from the Courfe of the Country in a loofe and defultory 
manner. You have Clu/ium and Cofe at the beginning, next 
Populonta and Ilva, then Psfe, which lie at a vaft diftance in 
Etruria; and immediately after Cerete, Pryrgs, and Gravifce, 
Places adjacent to Rome: From hence he is {natch’d to Li- 
guria, then to Mantua. The fame Negligence is obfervable 
in his Enumeration of the Aids that follow’d Turzus in 1. 7. 
Macrobius next remarks, that whatever Perfons are nam’d by 
Homer in his Catalogue, are afterwards introduc’d in his Bat- 
tels, and whenever any others are kill’d, he mentions only 
a Multitude in general. Whereas Vsrgsl (he continues) has 
{par’d himfelf the Labour of. that Exaétnefs ; For not only 
feveral whom he mentions in the Lift are never heard of in 
the War, but others make a Figure in.the War-of whom we 
had no notice in the Lift. For Example, he fpecifies a- 
thoufand Men under Ma/fficus who came from Clufiam, |. 10. 
W.167. Turnus foon afterwards is in the Ship’ which had 
carty'd King Ofinius from the fame Place, /..10. W. 655. 
This O/mius was never nam’d before, nor is it probable ‘a 
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. King fhould ferve under Mafficus. Nor indeed does either 
Mafficus or Ofentus ever make their Appearance in the Bat- 
tels----He proceeds to inftance feveral others, who tho’ cele- 
brated for Heroes in the Catalogue, have no farther notice 
raken of them throughout the Poem. In the third Place he 
animadverts upon the Confufion of the fame Names in Vrr-g7/: 
As where Corsneus in the ninth Book is kill’d by A/ylas, W. 
s7x. and Cormaus in the twelfth kills Ebufus, W. 298. 
Numa is flain by Néfus, 1. 9. W. 554. and ALneas is after- 
wards in purfuit of Nama, 1.10. W. 562. Atneas kills Camertes 
‘a the tenth Book, W. 562. and Futurna aflumes his Shape 
‘a the twelfth, W.224. He obferves the fame Obfcurity in 
his Patronymics. There is Palsnurus lafides, and lapix Ta- 
fides, Hippocoon Hyrtacides, and Afylas Hyrtacsdes. On the 
contrary the Caution of Homer is remarkable, who havin 
two of the Name of 4jax is conftantly careful to diftinguith 
them by O#/eus or Telamonius, the leffer or the greater Ajax. 
1 know nothing to be alledg’d in Defence of Vsrgd, in 


an{wer to this Author, but the common Excufe that his ess — 


was left unfinifh’'d. And upon the whole, thefe are fach tri- 
vial Slips as great Wits may pafs over, and little Criticks re- 
joice at. | 
But Macrobius has another Remark which one may accufe 
of evident Partiality on the fide of Homer. He blames Vir- 
gil for having vary'd the Expreffion in his Catalogue to avoid 
the Repetition of the fame Words, and prefers the bare and 
ynadorn’d Reiterations of Homer ; who begins almoft every 
Atticle the fame way, and ends perpemally, MéAaivas vies 
Zrovro, °c. Perhaps the beft reafon to be given for this, had 
been the artlefs Manner of the firft Times, when fuch Re- 
petitions were not thought ungraceful. This may appear 
from feveral of the like Nature in the Scripture ; as in the 
twenty fixth Chapter of Numbers, where the Tribes of //rael 
are enumerated in the Plains of Moab, and each Divifion re- 
counted in the fame Words. So in the feventh Chapter of the 
‘Revelations: Of the Tribe of Gad were fealed twelve thoufand, ce. 
But the Words of Macrobius are Has copsas fortaffe putat aliqurs 
Divine illi fimplicuats praferendas.. Sea nefcwo quo modo Ho- 
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merum repetstio sla unwe decet, & eff gento antiqui Poete . 
digna. ‘This is exactly in the Spirit, and almoft in the Cant 
of a true modern Critick. The Simpheias, the Nefcio quo 
modo, the Gento antiqui Poete digna, are-excellent general 
Phrafes for thofe who have no Reafons. Stmpiicity is our 
Word of Difguife for a fhameful unpoetical Neglect of Ex- 
prefion: The Term of the Ze ne /cay quoy is the very Sup- 
port of all ignorant Pretenders to Delicacy; and to lift up our 
Eyes, and talk of the Genzus of an Ancient, is at once the 
cheapeft way of fhewing our own Tafte, and the fhorteft 
way of criticizing the Wit of others our Contemporaries. 
One may add to the foregoing Comparifon of thefe two 
Authors, fome Reafons for the Length of Homer’s, and the 
Shortnefs of Vsrgel’s Catalogues. As, that Homer might have 


a Defign to fettle the Geography of his Country, there be- 


ing no Defcription of Greece before his Days; which was not 
the Cafe with Vsrgs/. Homers Concern was to compliment 
Greece at a time when it was divided into many diftinét States, 
each of which might expec a Place in his Catalogue: But 
when all /#a/y was {wallow d up in the fole Dominion of Rome, 
Virgil had only Rome to celebrate. Homer had a numerous 
Army, and was to defcribe an important War with great and 
various Events ; whereas Vsrgsl’s Sphere was much more con- 
fined. The Ships of the Greeks are computed at about one 
thoufand two hundred, thofe of A:neas and his Aids but at 
two and forty ; and as the Time of the AGion of both Poems 
is the fame, we may fuppofe the Built of their Ships, and 
the Number of Men they contain’d, to be much alike. So 
that if the Army of Homer amounts to about a hundred thou- 
{and Men, that of VYsrgsl cannot be above four thoufand. If 
any one be farther curious to know upon what this Compu- 
tation is founded, he may fee it in the following Paflage of 
Thucsdydes, lb. 1. “ Homer's Fleet (fays he) confifted of 
“ one thoufand two hundred Veflels: thofe of the Bocotzans 
“* carry’d one hundred and twenty Men in each, and thofe 
“* of Philoctetes fifty. By thefe I fuppofe Hfomer expreft the 
“* Jargeft and the {malleft Size of Ships, and therefore men- 
‘‘ tions no other fort. But he tells us of thofe who fail’d 
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“ with Philoctetes, that they ferw'd both as Mariners dnd Sol- 
“ diers,. in faying the Rowers were all of them Archers. 
“ From hence the whole Number will be feen, if we eftimate 
“ the Ships at a Medium between the greateft and the leaft.” 
That is to fay, at eighty five Men to each Veffel (which is the 
Mean between fifty and a hundred and twenty) the Total comes 


to a hundred and two thoufand Men. Plutarch was therefore. 


in a Miftake when he computed the Men at a hundred and 
twenty thoufand, which proceeded from his fuppofing a hun- 
dred and twenty in every Ship; the contrary to which ap- 
pears from the above-mention’d Ships of Phsloctetes, as well 
as from thofe of Achilles, which are faid to carry but fifty 
‘Men a-piece, in the fixteenth-Jiad, W. 167. | 
Befides srgeis Imitation of this Catalogue, there has {carce 
been any Epic Writer but has copy’d after it ; which is at leaft 
a Proof how beautiful this Part has been ever efteem’d by the 
fineft Genius’s in all Ages. The Catalogues in the ancient 
Poets are generally known, only I muft take nogice that the 
Phoctan and Bootian Towns in the fourth Thebaid of Sta- 
tius are tranflated from hence. Of the Moderns, thofe which 
moft excel, owe their Beauty to the Imitation of fome fingle 
Particular only of Homer. ‘Thus the chief Grace of Taff 
Catalogue confifts in the Defcription of the Heroes, without any 
_ thing remarkable on the fide of the Countries: Of the Pieces 
of Story he has interwoven, that of Zancred’s Amour to Clo- 
vinda is ill placed, and evidently too long for the reft. Spex- 
cers Enumeration of the Brit:/b and Ir:/b Rivers in the ele- 
venth Canto of his fourth Book, is one of the nobleft in the 
World; if we confider his Subject was more confined, and can 
excufe his not obferving the Order or Courfe of the Country ; 


but his Variety of Defcription, and Fruitfulnefs of Imagination 


are no where more admirable than in that Part. Ms4on’s Litt 
of the fallen Angels in his firft Book is an exact Imitation of 
flomer, as far as regards the Digreflions of Hiftory and An- 
tiquities, and his manner of inferting them: In all elfe I be- 
lieve it muft be allow’d inferior. And indeed what Macro- 
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bius has faid to caft Virgel below Homer, will fall much more — 


{trongly upon all the reft. — 
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I had fome caufe to fear thar this Catalogue which contri- 
buted fo.mwch to the Succefs of the Author, fhould ruin thar 
of the Tranflator. A meer heap of proper Names tho’ bue 
for a few Lines together, could afford little Entertainment to 
an Exglfb Reader, who probably could not be appriz’d ei- 
ther of the Neceffiry or Beauty of this Part of the Poem, 


‘There were but two things ta be done to give it a chance to 


pleafe him ; to render the Verfihcation very flowing and mix 
fical, and to make the whale appear as much a Lemdjcepe or 
Piece of Painting as pofhble. For both of thefe I had the 
Example of Homer in general; and Vsrgil, who found the 
Necefity in another Age to give more into Defcription, 
feem’d to authorife the latrer in particular. Dionyfius of Ha- 
hearnaffius in his Difcourfe of the StraGure a Difhofition 
of Words, protefles to admire nothing more than that har- 
monious Exaéinefs with which Homer has placed the 
Words, and foften’d the Syllables inte each other, fo as to 
derive Mufick from a Croud of Names which have in them- 
felves no Beauty or Dignity. I would flatter my felf thar [ 
have practis’d this not unfuccefsfully in our Language, which © 
is more fufceprible of all the Variety and Power af Numbers 
than any of the modern, and fecond to none but the Greek 
and Roman. For the latter Point, J have ventured to open 
the Profpeé a little, by the addition of a few Epithets or fhore 
Hints of | Defcription ta fome of the Places mention’d ;_ tho? 
feldom exceeding the Compafs of half a Verfe (the Space to 
which my Author himfelf generally confines thefe Pi@ures in 
Miniature.) But this has never been dene without the beft 
Authorities from the Ancients, which may be feen under the 


_re{pective Names in the Geographical Table following. 


The Table itfelf 1 thought but neceflary to annex to the 
Map, as my Warrant for the Situations aflign’d in it to feve- 
ral of the Towns. For in whatever Maps | have {een to this 
Purpofe, many of the Places are omitted, or elfe fet down at 
random. Sophzanus and Gerbelius have labour'd to fettle the 
Geography of old Greece, many of whofe Miftakes were rec- 
tify’d by Laurenbergius. Thele however deferv’d a creater 
Commendation than thofe who fucceeded them ; be parti- 

cularly 
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cularly Sanfon's Map prefixd to Du Pin’s Bibliotheque Hifla- 
yigue is miferably defective both in Omiffions and falfe Pla- 
_ ¢ings; which I-am obliged to mentiqn, as it pretends to be 
defign’d exprefly for this Catalogue of Homer, I am per- 

ed the greater Part of my Readers will have no Curiofity 
this way, however they may allow me the Endeavour of gra- 
tifying thofe few who have: The reft are at liberty to pafs 


the two or three following Leaves unread. 


A GEOGRA-~ 


A GEOGRAPHICAL TABLE of the Towns, &c. in HomER’s 
Catalogue of Greece, with the Authorities for their Situation, 


as placed in this Map. 


BOEOTIA, under | jive | Captains, Peneleus, (Se. containing, 


ULIS, aHaven on the Exbean Sea 
oppofite to Chalcis, where the Paf- 
fage to Exbea is narrowett. Strabo 
bib. 9. 

Eteon, Homes deferibes it a Hilly Country, 
and Stains after him——denfamgue jugis L- 
teonen isiguis, Theb. 7. 

Hyrie, a Town and Lake of the fame 
Name, belonging to the Territory of Tana- 


gra or Grea. Strab. .9. 


Schenus, it lay in the Road between Thebes 
and Aszhedon, 50 Stadia from Thebes. Strab. 
shid. 

Scolos, aTown under Mount Cyzheron. Tord. 

Thefpra, near Halartas under Mount Hels- 
con. Paxf. Boot. near the Corinthian Bay. 
Strab. 1.9. \ 

Grea, the fame with Tamagra, 30 Stadia 
from Axis, on the Exbwan Sea ; by this Place 
the River Afopss falls into that Sea. bid. 

Myvaleffus, between Thebes and Chalcis. 
Pani Beot. near Tanagra or Grea. Strab. 
/. 9. famous for its Pine-trees. Pinige- 
ris Mycaleffus is agris. Statins, 1.7. 

Harma, clofe by Mycaleffus. Strab.l.9. This 
Town as well as the former lay near the 
Road from Thebes to Chalcis. Paxf. Boot. It 
was here that Ampbiaraus was fwallow’d by 
the Earth in his Chariot, from whence it re- 
ceiv’d its Name. Strab. ibid. 

Tlefion, it was fituate in the Fens near He- 
Jeon and Hyle, not far from Tanagra. Thefe 
three Places took their Name from being fo 
feated (‘Ea@-, Palus.) Strab. 1.9. 

Erythre, in the Confines of Arica near 
Platea. Thacyd. |. 3.——dstes Pecorum comi- 
tantur Erythre. Stat. Theb.7. 

_ Peteon, in the way from Thebes to Anthe- 
Strab. 1. 9. 

Ocalea, in the mid-way betwixt Haliartus 

and Alalcomenes. Ibid. 


Medeor, near Oncheftus. Ibid. 

Cope, a Town on the Lake Copass, by the 
River Cephifus, next Orchomenus. Ibid. 

Fone » a {mall Town of the The/pians 
near Thisbe. Ibid. 

Thisbe, under Mount Helicon. Paxf. Boot. 

Coronea, feated on the Cephifus where it 
falls into the Lake Copais. Strab. 1. 9. 

Haliartus, on the fame Lake, Strab. ibid. 
bordering on Coronea and Plates. Paxf. Brot. 

Platea, between Cithcrom and Thebes, di- 
vided from the latter by the River Afopus. 
Strab. l.g Viridefque Plateas. Stat. Tb. 7. 

Giifja, in the Territory of Thebes, abound- 
ing with Vines. Baccho Ghifanta colentes. 
Stat. Th. 7. . 

Thebe, fituate between the Rivers Jinenus 


and Afopss. Strab. 1.9. : 


Oncheftus, on the Lake Copais. The Grove 
confecrated to Neptune in this Place, and ce- 
lebrated by Honser, together with a Temple 
and Statue of that God, were fhewn in the 
Time of Pasfanias. Vide Boot. 

Arne, feated on the fame Lake, famous 
for Vines. Strab. Hom. 

Midea, on the fame Lake. Ibsd. 

Niffa, or Nyfa (apud Statium) or accord- 
ing to Strabo I.9. Ifa, near Axthedon. 

Anthedon, a City on the Sea-fide oppofite 
to Exbea, the utmoft on the Shore towards 
Locris, Strab. 1.9. Teque ultima tradiu An- 
thedon. Statius, 1.7. 

Afpledon, 20 Stadia from Orchomenas. Strab. 


Oncbmeiaih and the Plains about it, being 
the moft f{pacious of all in Bwotia. (Plu- 
tarch in vit. Sy2e, circa medium.) 

omer diftinguifhes thefe two laft from the 
reft of Beotsa. They were commanded by 
Afcalapbus and Ialmen. 


PHOCIS, sander Schedius aad Epiftropus, contazning, 


Cypariffus, the fame with Axticyrrba accor- to Orchomenia, juft by Hyampolts or Anemoria. 


ding to Paxfasias, on the Bay of Corinth. 
tho, adjoining to Parnaffus: fome think 
it the fame with Delphi. Panfan. Phocie. 
Criffa, a Sea-Town on the Bay of Corssth 
near Cyrrba. Strab. 1.9. 


Daulis, upon the Cephifus at the Foot of juft on the Edge of Phocis. Ibid. 
Parnaffus. Ibid. 


Panopea, upon the fame River, adjoining 


Ibid. 
Hi j both the fame according to 
ampo"''y & Strabo. Ibid. confining upon 
memoria, ¢ Locris. Panf. Phoc. °* 


Lilea, at the Head of the River Cephifus, 
-propel- 
lentemque Lileam Cephiffi glactale caput. Sta- 
tins, 1.7. 


LOCRIS, 


A Geographical Table 
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LOCRIS, «ander Ajax Oileus,, containing, — 


Cynns, a maritime Town towards Exbea. 
b. 1.9. _ 
One Arr City, If Stadia from the 
Sea, adjacent to Panopea in Phocis. Ibid. 
Calliaras. | nae abe eens 
- Beffa, fo called from being cover’d with 
Shrubs. Strab. I. 9. 7 - 
: Scarphe {eated between Zhronium and Ther- 


mopyle, ten Stadia from the Sea. ib;d. 
Axagia. 
Larphe. 
Thronins, on the MeltanBay. Strab. |. 0. 
Boagrius, a River that pailes by Throntus 
and runs into the Bay of 6. ‘a, betweeh Cy- 
nus and Scarphe. Ibid. 
All thefe oppofite to the Ifle of Exbiéa. 


E U B OE A, under Elephenor, containing, 


Chaleis, 0! 
Greece, ju oppotite to Axlss in Beotsa. Strab. 
#. 10. | a 

Eretria, between Chalcis arid Gereftus. Ibsd. 

Hiftiea, a Town with Vineyards over a- 
gaint Theffaly. Herod. 1.7. 

Cerinthus; on the Sea-fhote. 


tain 


Hom, near - 


the City heareft to theContinent of the Rivér Badorss. Strab. I. 10. 


Dios, feated high. Hom. near Hifie; 
Strab. sbid. oo en — 
cays, a City at the Foot of the Moun- 

cha. Strab. sbid. between Eretria and 
Gereftus. Ptolom. 1.3. 
Styra, a Town near Cary/fos. Strab. sbid. 


| | ATHENS, w##der Meneftheus. 
The Ile of SALAMIS, under Ajax Telamon. 
PELOPONNESUS, the Eaft Part divided into Argia and Mycenie, 


Argos, 40 Stades from the Sea. Paxf. Coriw. 
Tyrintbe, between Argos and Epidanrus. Ibid. 
(Three Cities lying in this Or- 

der on the Bay of Hermione. 


Afinen, Strab..1.8..Paxf. Corinth. Tra- 
Hermion, 4 zene was feated high, and Afne 
- Trezene, | a Rocky Coaft.——Altaq; Tre- 
zene. Ovid. Faff. 2. “Ouos A- 

fine cautes. Lucan. 1.8. 


Esone was on the Sea-fide, for Strabo tells 
us the People of Mycene made it a Station for 
their Ships. Ld. 8. 

Epidauras, a Town and little Ifland adjoin- 
ing in the inner Part of the Sarossc Bay. Strab. 
1.8. Ite was fruitful in Vines in Homer’s Time. 

The Ifle of Aegina, dver againtt Epsdauras. 

Mafeta belongs to the Argolsc Shore accord- 
ing to Strabo, who obferves that Homer names 
it not in the exaét Order, placing it with 
fi gina. Strab. 1.8. | 

YCENA, between Clebme and Argos. Str. 
Pax{an. a B 
Corinth, near the [/fhmns. 


under Agamemnon, contains. 


Cleone, betweeti Argos and Corinth: Paxf- 
Corsnth. | 
Ornia, on the Borders of Sicyosia. Ibid. 
Aretbyria, the fame with Phhafia, at the 
Source of the Achaian Afopus. Strab. 1.8. 
Sicyon, (anciently the Kingdom of Adraffus) 
betwixt Corimth and Achaia. Panf. Corinth. 
Hyperefia, the {ame with Zgira, fays Pan- 
fas. Achaic. feated betwixt Pellene and Helice. 
Strab. 1.8. oppofite to Parzaffus, Polyb. 1. 4. 
~ Gonoeffa, Homer defcribes it fituate very 
high, and Seneca Troas.. Cares nunquam Go- 
woefja vento. | 
| Pellene, bordering on Sicyon and Pheness, 
60 Stadia from the Sea. Pan Arcad. cele- 
brated anciently for its Wool. Strab. J. 8. 
Fal. Poll, oe 
Next Sicyom lies Pellene, &c. then 
Bigium \Helce, and next to Helice, ZE- 
Hilice. 88": Strab. 1.8. Helice lies on 
9 the Sea-fide, 40 Stadia from /E- 
tum. Panf. Ach. | 


The Weft Part of PELOPONNESUS, divided into Laconia, Mef- 
| fenia, Arcadia, and Elis. 


LACONIA, under Menelaus, containing, 


rotas. 


Phares, on the Bay of Meffenia.. Strab. 1.8. 


Sparta, the capital City, on the River Ex- 


~ Bryfia, under Mount Taygetus. Panf: Lacon. 
Axgie, the fame with :gi@ in the Opinion 
of Paxfansas (Laconicis) 30 Stadia from Gy- 


Meffa, Strabo thinks this a Contra@tion of shinne. 


Meffena, and Statins in his Imitation of this 
Catalogue, hd. 4. calls it fo. : 


Amycle, 20 Stades from Sparta toward the 
Sea. Prol. /. 4. under the Mountain Zayge- 
SMS" 
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tus. Strab. U. 8. 
‘Helos, on the Sea-fide. Hom. upon the 
River Exrotas. Strab. thd. 


to Homer’s Catalogue. 


Laas 


OE: jlos, near the Promontory of Tenarus. 
Paxf. Lac. 


MESSENIA, wader Neftor, containing, 


Pylos, the City of Neffor on the Sea-fhore. 

ae feated near the River Minyezus. 
Hom. Il. 11. Strab. 1. 8. 

Tbryon, on the River Alpheus, the fame 

which Homer elfewhere calls Thryccffa. Strab, 
shid. 
: fEpy, the ancient Geographers differ about 
the Situation of this Town, but agree to place 
it near the Sea. Vide Strab. 1.8.——Summis 
ingefium montibus FEpy. Stat. |. 4. 


Cyparifie, on the Borders of Meffewia, and 
open a Bay called from it Cypariffeus. 


° Cm. 
mpbigenia,——Fertilis Ampbigenia. Stat. 
Th. 4. near the former. So alfo, Preleom, 


which was built by a Colony from Pye/ 

in Theffaly. Serab 1.8. Om 
Fielos, near the River Alpheus. Ibid. 

. ee a Field or Mountain near the Sea. 
14. 


ARCADIA, «ander Agapenor, containing, 


The Mountain Cyllene, the higheft of Pe-’ 
lopownefus, on the Borders of Achasa and Ar- 
cadia, near Phenexs. Panf. Arcad. Under 
this ftood the Tomb of 4pytzs. That Mo- 


nument (the fame Author tells us) was re- 


maining in his Time, it was only a heap of 
Earth inclos’d with a Wall of rough Stone. 
Phenexs, confining on Pellewe and Stym- 
phelus. Ibid. 
Orchomenus, confining on Phemeus and 
Mantines. bid , 


Thefe three, Strado tells us, are 


Ripe not to be found, nor their Situa- 
Stratie, Jtion affign’d. Lid, 8. prope fin. 
Exifpe, Esifpe ftood high, as appearsfrom . 


Homer, and Statins {. 4. Ventofa- 
que donat Eni/pe. 

Tegea, between Argos and Sparta. Polyb.T. 4. 

Mantinea, bordering upon Tegea, Argia 
and Orchomenus. Pax{. Arcad. . 
| -Stymphelas, confining on Phliafia or Areq 
thyria. Strab. 1. 8. i. 

Parrbafia, adjoining to Laconia, Thucyd. 
1. $.——Parrhafieq; nives. Ovid. Faft. 2. 


ELIS, under four Leaders, Amphimachus, 6c. coutaining, 


The City Ess, 120 Stades from the Sea. 
Paaf. Eliacss 2. 

Baprafiam near Elis. Strab. 1. 8. 
- The Places bounded by the Fields of Hyr- 
mige, inthe Territory of Eis, between Mount 
Cylene and the Sea. 

Myrfinus, on the Sea-fide 7o Stades from 


Elis. Strab. 1. 8. 
The Oleninn Rocks, which ftood near the 
City Olenos at the Mouth of the River Pierss. 
anf. Achasc. 
And Alyfinu, the Name of a Town or Rk 
ver, in the way from Elis to Pifa. Strab. 1.8, 


The ISLES over againfi the Continent of Elis, Achaia, or 
_ Acarnania. 


Echinades and Dalichinum, under Meges. 

The Cepbalenians under Ulyffes, being thofe 
from Samos (the fame with Cepbalenia) from 
Zacynthus, Grocylia, Agilipa, Neritus, and 
Ishaca. This laft is generally fuppos’d to be 
the largeft of thefe Ifands on the Eaft fide of 
Cephalenia, and next to it; but that is, ac- 
cording to Wheeler, 20 Italian Miles in Cir- 
cumference, whereas Strabo gives Ithaca but 
So Stadia about. It was rather one of the 


leffer Iflands toward the Mouth of the A- 
chelous. 

Homer adds to thefe Places under the Do- 
minion of Ulyffes, Epirus and the oppofite Con- 
tinent, by which (as M. Dacier obferves ) 
cannot be meant Epirus properly fo call’d, 
which was never fubje& to Ulyfes, but only 
i aco Of Acarnania oppofite to the 

ands. : 


A 


Lhe Continent of ACARNANIA and RT OLLIA, ander Thoas. 


Pleuron, feated between Chalcis and Caly- 
don, by the Sea-fhore upon the River Evesxs, 
Strab. I. 10. 


from Plesron, but more in the Land. S¢rad./. to. 
balcts, a Sea Town. Hom. fituate on the- 


Eaft fide of the Evenns. Strab. ibid. There 


Olenos, lying above Calydon, with the Eve- was another Chalcis at the Head of the Eve- 


wes on the Eaft of it. IJézd, 
Pylene, the fame with Profchion, not far 


nus Call’d by Strabo Hypo-Chaleis. 


Calydon, on the Evenss alfo. Ibid. 


4 | The 


A Geographical Table to Homer’s Catalepne. 


The Ife of CRETE, under Idomeness, containing, 


Gnoffus, feated in the Plain between Lydius 
and Gortyna, 120 Stad. from Lyétus. Strab. 1.10. 

Gortyna, 90 Stad. from the African Sea. Ibid. 

Lyéius, 80 Stad. from the fame Sea. ddd. 

Miletxs, 

Pheftus, 60. Stad. from Gortyxa, 20 from 


the Sea, under Gortyna. Strab. ibid. Tt lay 
on the River Fardaz, as appears by Homer’s 
Defcription of it in the third Book of the 
Odyffes. 


caftus, | 
Rbytinm, under Gortyxa. Strab. 


The Ifle of RHO DES, wader Tlepolemus, containing; 


Lindus, on the right Hand to thofe who 
{ail from the City R4odes, Southward. Szrab. 


4. 14. 
The Iftands, Syma (under Nireus) Nifyrus, Carpathus, Cafus, Cos; Calydnz, 


Jalyf[us, between Camiras and Rhodes. Ibid. 


Camirus. 


under Antiphus etd Phidippus. 
The Continent of THE SSALY toward the Hgean Sea, under Achilles. 


Argos Pelafgicdm (the famé which was fince 
called Prbiotss.) Strabo kb. 9. fays that fome 
thought this the Name of a Town, others 
that Homer meant by it this Part of Zhe/faly 
in general (which laft feems moft probable.) 
Ssepb. Byxaxt. obferves, there was a City 
Argos in Theffaly as well as in cio sues eh 
the former was call’d Pelafgic in Contradi- 
ftinStion to the Achaian: for tho’ the Pelajgs 
poffeft feveral Parts of Epirus, Crete, Pelo- 
pounefus, &Fc. yet they retain’d their principal 
Seat in Theffaly. Steph. Byz. in v. Panel. 


Mo Both on the Shore of Theffaly to- 
Al y 3 wards Locris. Strab. 1 9. Alos lies in 
P*> (the Paflage of Mount Ozbrys. Ibid. 


Trechine, under the Mountain Ota. Ex- 
frath. in Il. 2. 


Some fuppos’d thefe two to be 
Names of the famé Place, as 
Strabo fays; tho’ ’tis plain Homer 
diftinguithes them. Whether they 
were Cities or Regions Strabe 
is not determin’d. Lz. 9, 

The Hellenes. This Denomination, after- 
wards common to all the Greeks, is here to 
be underftood only of thofe who inhabited 
Phrbwwtss. It was not’till long after Homer’s 
Time that the People of other Cities of Greece 
defiring Affittance from thefe, began to have 
the fame Name from their Communication 
with them, as Thucydides remarks in the be- 
ginning of his firft Book. 


Phthia, 
. Hellas. 


The following under Protefilaus. 


Phylace, on the Coaft of Phtbiotss toward 
the Melian Bay. Strab. I. 9. 

Pyrrhafus, beyond the Mountain Othrys, 
had the Grove of Ceres within two Stadia of 
it. Ibid. : 

Itona, 60 Stad. from Alos, it lay higher in 
the Land than Pyrrbafus, above Mount 0- 
thrys. Ibid. 

Antron, on the Sea-fide Hom. in the Paflage 
to Exbwa. ILbid. 

Preleon, the Situation of this Town in 


Strabo feems to be between Axtron and Pyr- 
rhafus: But Pliny defcribes it with great Ex- 
adtnefs to lie on the Shore towards Baotia, 
on the Confines of PAzhiotis, upon the River 
Sperchius ; according to which Particulars it 
muft have been feated as I have placed it. 
Livy alfo feats it on the Sperchius. 

Il thofe Towns which were under Pro- 
tefilans (Lays Strabo, whoa: being the five laft 
mention’d, lay on the Eaftern fide of the 
Mountain Ozbrys. 


Thefe under Eumelus. 


Phere, in the fartheft Part of Magnefia con- 
fining on Mount Pelton. Strab. /.9. near the 
Lake of Bate. Ptol. and plentifully water’d 
with the Fountains of Hypersa, Strab. 


Glaphyre 
Lolcos, a Sea-Town on the Pegafean Bay. 
Livy, |. 4. and Strab. 


‘Under PhiloGetes. 


Methone, a City of Macedonia, 40 Stadia 
from Pydna in Pierta. Strab. 


Thaumacia, § % Pbtbiotis near Pharfalus , 
Acids Phtk 
Melivea, eg the fame Au- 


Olyzox. It feems that this Place lay near 
Bebe, Tolcos, and Ormenium, from Strab. 1.9. 
where he fays, Demetrius caufed the Inhabi- 
tants of thefe Towns to remove to Demetrias 
on the fame Coatt. ae 

: & 
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The Upper THESSALY. 
The following under Podalirius and Machaon. 


7) rite, or Tricce, not far from the Moun- Ithome, near 71 rica. Ibid. 
tain Pindus, on the left Hand of the Pesenws | OEchalia, the Situation not certain, fome- 
as it runs from Pisdus. Strab. |.9. where near the forementioned Towns. Str. ibid, 


Under Eurypylus. 


Ormeniam, under Pelion, on the Pegafeds laa » hard by Phere and Titanns. 
Bay, near Bebe. Ibid. Thid. 


‘Under Polyphetes. 
Argiffa, \ying upon the River Penexs. Str,l.9.  Orthe, near Peneus and Tempe. Ibid. 
kal City of Perrbabie at the Foot of — Elope? 2 both” igine aide Ohare: nea 
Olympus. Ibid. Olooffon, § the River Tstarefius.~ Ibid. 
‘Under Guneus and Protheus. 
Cypbxs, feated in the mountainous Coun- séxas. Ibid. Tis alfo call’d Exrotas. 


try towards Olympus. Ibid. _ The River Penexs rifes from Mount Pis- 
Dodoxa, among the Mountains toward O- dws, and flows through Tempe into the Ses. 
lympus. Ibid. Strab. 1.4. and 9. 


Titarefius, a River ae inthe Monntain Pelion, near Offa, in Magueha. Herod. 
Titarus near Olympxs, running into Pe- fib, 7, 


A Table 


A Table of TROY, and the Auxilar Countris. 


HE Kingdom of Priam divided into 
eight Dynafties. | 
1. Zroas, under Heor, whofe Ca- 
pital was I/ton. 
2. Dardania, 
Dar danus. 
3 Zeleia, at the Foot of Ida, by the £/e- 
pus, under Pandarus. __ 
4. Adreftia, Apefus, Pityea, Mount Teree, 
under Adraftus and Amphius. 
Seftos, Abydos, Arisbe‘on the River Selle, 


under AEweas, the Capital 


Percote and Practius, under Afias. 
Thefe Places lay between Zroy and the 
Propontis. 
he other three Dynafties were under 
Mynes, Eetion, and Alteus, the Capital of the 
firft was Lyrneffus, of the fecond Thebe of 
Cilicia, of the third Pedafus, in Lelegia. Ho- 
mer does not mention thefe in the Catalogue, 


having been before deftroy’d and depopu-— 


lated by the Greeks. 


The Auxiliar Nations. 


The Pelafg:, under Hippothous and Pylexus, 
whofe Capital was Larsf/2, near the Place 
where Cuma was afterwards built. Strad. /.13. 

The Thractans, by the fide of the Helle{pont 
oppofite to Troy, under Acamas and Pyros, 
and thofe of Cicomia, under Exphemus. 

The Poonians from Macedoma and the River 
Axtus, under Pyrechmes. 

The Papblagon:ans, under Pylemeneus. The 
Halizonians, under Odius and Epiftrophus. The 
Myjfians, under Cromis and Exnomus. The 
Phrygians of Afcania, under Phorcys and A/- 
canius. 


The Maonsans, under Meftles and Antiphas, 


who inhabited under the Mountain Tmolus. 

The Cartans, under Naxftes and Amphima- 
¢has, from Miletus, the farthermoft City of 
Carta toward the South. Herodot. lib. 1. 

Mycale, a Mountain and Promontory op- 
pofite to Samos. Ibid. | 

Prhiron, the fame Mountain as Latmos, ac- 
cording to Hecatens. 

The Lyctams, under Sarpedon and Glaucus, 
from the Banks of the River Xanzhas, which 
runs into the Sea betwixt Rhodes and Cypras. 
Homer mentions it to diftinguith this Lycia 
from that which lies on the Propontis. 


’ a 
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The ARGUMENT. 


The Duel of Menelaus and Paris. 


ts agreed upon between Menelaus and Paris (by the 
Intervention of Hector) for the Determination of the 
War. ris ss ent to call Helena to behold the Fight. She leads 
her to the Walls of Troy, where Priam fate with his Counfel- 
lors obferving the Grecian Leaders on the Plain below, to whom 
Helen getes an Account of the chief of them. « The Kings on ei- 
thér Part take the* folemn Oath for thé Conditions of thé’Com- 
bate. The Duel enfues, wherem Paris being overcome is 
Snatch’d away im a Cloud by Venus, and tranfported to bis 
x ap posi She then calls Helen from the Walls, and brings 
the Lovers together. Agamemnon on the Part of the Grz- 
cians, demands the Reftoration of Helen, and the Performance 
of the Artscles. 
The three and twentuth Day-fpsll continues throughout this 
Book. Tbe Scene is formetimes in the Fields before Troy, and 
Sometimes in Troy wfelf. . - a re 


masy vt es . €¢€ sao : ry ¢ a ~e 


TT HE Armies being ready to engage, a fingle Combate 


“THE 


THIRD BOOK. 


ae : OF THE | 
I_ L I A D. 


Hus by their Leader’s Care each martial Band 
‘MovesintoRanks, and ftretches o’er the Land. 
With Shouts the Trojans rufhing ftom afar 
Proclaim their Motions, and. provoke the. War: 
So when. inclement Winters vex the Plain = 3 
‘With piercing Frofts, or thick-defcending Rain, 
To warmer Seas the Cranés embody’d -fly, 
With Noife, and Order, thro’ the mid-way Sky ; 
To Pygmy-Nations Wounds and Death they bring, 
And all the War defcends upon the Wing. —S 0 
But filent, breathing Rage, refolv’d, and skill’d 
By mutual Aids to fix a doubtful Field, - 
| A Swift 


z 
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“Swift march the Greeks: the rapid Duft around 
Dark’ning arifes from the labour’d Ground. 

15 Thus from his flaggy Wings when Notus theds 
A Night of Vapors round the Mou ntain-Heads, 
Swift-gliding Mifts the dusky Fields invade,. 

To Thieves more grateful than the Midnight Shade ; 

While fcarce the Swains their feeding Flocks furvey, 
20Loft and confus’d amidft the thicken’d Day :. 

So wrapt in gath’ring Duft, the Grecian Train 

A moving Cloud, {wept on, and hid the Plain. 

~ Now Front to Front the hoftile Armied ftand, « 

Eager of Fight, and only wait Command : 

2; When, tothe Van, before the Sons of Fame 
Whom Trey fent forth, the beauteous Parts came : 
In Form a God! the Panther’s fpeckled Hyde 
Flow’d o’er his Armour with an eafy Pride, 
His bended Bow a-crofs his Shoulders flung, 

30 His Sword befide him negligently hung, 
Two pointed Spears he fhook with gallant Grace, 

. And dar’d the Braveft of the Grecian Race. 

As thus with glorious Air and proud Difdain, 
He boldly ftalk’d, the foremoft on the Plain, 
: - Him 
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Him Menclaus, lov’d of Mars, efpies, 5 35 
With Heart elated, and with joyful Eyes: 
So joys a Lion if the branching Deer 
Or Mountain Goat, his bulky Prize, appear ;. 
In vain the Youths oppofe, the Mafkives bay, 
The Lordly Savage rends the panting Prey. — 40 
Thus fond of Vengeance, with a furious Bound, 
In clanging Arms he leaps upon the Ground 
From his high Chariot: Him, approachmg near, 
The beauteous Champaon views with Marks of Fear, 
Smit with a confcious Senfe, retires bend 45 
And fhuns the Fate he well deferv’d to find. 
As when fome Shepherd from the ruftling Trees. 
Shot forth to View, a fcaly Serpent fees ; 
Trembling and pale, he ftarts with wild Afftight, 
And all confus’d, precipitates his Fight. © 50 
So from the King the fhining Warrior fites, | 
And plung’d amid the thickeft Trojans lies. — 

As Godlike Heéfer fees the Prince retreat, 
He thus upbraids him with a gen’rous Heat, 
Unhappy Parzs! but te Women brave, 55 
So fairly form’d, and only to: deceive ! 
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Oh had’tt thou-dy’d when firft thou faw’ft the Light, 
Or dy’d at-léaft before thy Nuptial Rite ! 
A better Fate, than vainly thus to boaft, 
60 And fly,:the Scandal of thy ‘Trojan. Hoft. 
Gods !: how the: {cornful: Greeks exult to fee 
Their Fears of Danger undeceiv’d in thee! 
Thy Figure promis’d with a martial Arr, 
But ill thy Soul fupplies a. Form fo fair. 
65In former Days, in all thy: gallant Pride, 
When thy tall Ships triumphant ftem’d the Tide, 
When Greece beheld thy painted Canvas. flow, 
And Crowds ftood wond’ring at the pafling Show ; 
Say, was it thus, with fuch a baffled Mien, 
70 You met th’ Approaches of the Spartan Queen, 
Thus ‘from: her Realm ‘convey’d.the beauteous Prize, 
~Zhefeus, And * both her warlike Lords outfhin’d in Helen’s Eyes? 
“it This Deed, thy: Foes Delight, ‘thy own Difgrace, 
Thy Father’s Grief, and Ruin of-thy Race; — 
75 This Deed recalls thee to the proffer’d Fight ; 
Or haft thou: injur’d whom.thou dar’ft not right ? 
_ Soon to thy Coft the Field wou’d make thee :know 
Thou keep*ft the Confort of a braver.Foe  — ° 
Thy 
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Thy graceful Form inftilling foft Defire, 

Thy curling Treffes, and thy filver Lyre, - 80 
Beauty and Youth, in vain to thefe you truit, 

When Youth and Beauty fhall be laid in Dutt: 

Troy yet may wake, and one avenging Blow 

Crufh the dire Author of his Country’s Woe. 

His Silence here, with Blufhes, Paris breaks; 85 
’Tis juft, my Brother, what your Anger fpeaks: 
But who like thee can boaft a Soul fedate, _ 

So firmly Proof to all the Shocks of Fate?. . 

Thy. Force like Steel a temper’d Hardnefs fhows, 

Still edg’d to wound, and ftill untir’d with Blows, 9¢ 

Like Steel, uplifted by fome ftrenuous Swain, 

With falling Woods to ftrow the wafted Plain. 

Thy Gifts I praife, nor thou defpife the Charts — 

With which a Lover golden Venus arms; 

Soft moving’ Speech, and pleafing outward Show, 95 

No With can gain ’em, but the Gods beftow. 

Yet, wou’d’ft thou have the proffer’d Combate ftand, 

The Greeks and Trojans feat on either Hand ; 

Then let a mid-way Space our Hofts divide, 

And, on that Stage of War, the Caufe be try’d: = 18 
B By 
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By Paris there the: Spartan. King: be fought, 
‘For beauteous Helen‘ and the: Wealth the brought; 
And who: his Rival'can in Arms fubdue, 

His :be :the. Fair, and his the Treafure too.: 
105 Thus with a laftmg League:-your Toils may ceafe, 
And Troy poftefs: her fertile Fields. in. Peace; 
-iThus. may the Greeks tevidw their native Shore, 
Much fam’d for gen’rous: Steeds, for Beauty. more. 
He faid.. ‘Khe Challenge Heétor heard with, Joy, 

110 Lhen with his: Spear reftraityd the: Youth of Foy, 
Held. by the midft, athwart ; and! near the Foe | 
Advanc’d with Steps: majeftically flow. <0: 
While round: his dauntlefs Head the Greczans-pour 
Ther Stdnes and Arrows in a mingled Show’r. 

5 . Lhefi thus the Monarch. great Atrides cry’d:; 
Forbear ye. Warriors! lay the Darts afide : 

. A Parley. Heéor asks, a Meflage bears; 
We know. hin by the yatious Plume he wears: 
Aw’d by his high-Command the Greeks attend, 
120 Lhe Tumult filence, and the Fight fufpend. — . 
_ While from the Centre Heéfor rolls his Eyes 
- On either Hoft, and thus to both applies. 


Here, 
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Hear, all ye Trojans, alt:ye Grecian Bands!. 

What Paris, Authot of the Wiaij:demands, . | 

Your fhining Swords within the! Sheath :refkrdiny} } 126 

And pitch your :Lances: in the: yithding: Plath». 

Here, in the midft, in either Arnmty’s fight; See 

He dares the. Spartan ‘King to ‘fabgle Fight 00). 

And wills,. thdt:Ffelen: and the! ravifh’d Sporl 

That caus’d the Conteft, ! fhall: seward: the. Téik } 430 

Let thefe the brave’ ttramphant-Vicor ‘grace, ' - 

And diff’ring: Nations: part in Keagues of Peace: *. 
He fpoke: in ‘till Sufpenfe: ort -cither:fide 

Each Army ftood: The Spartan Chief reply’di 
Me’too ye. Warriors ‘hear, whofe fatal Right «+ 

A World engages in the ‘Foils of Fight::.3: 0 0: 

To me the. Labour of the Field: refipn;: 2 °°"? 

Me Paris injur’d ; all the War be mine 

Fall he. that muff benéath: his Rival’s Artns, «| 

And live’ the reft fecure ‘of future: Harts. © ' s40 

Two Lambs, devoted by’ your‘ Cotintry’s Rite, 


To Earth a ‘fable, to-the San a “white, Ct ea 
Prepare ye Trojms! while a third‘ we bring 

ata to ‘Fove, th’ Tkviolable King: vm 
_ " Let 
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145 Let rev’rend Priam in thé Truce engage, 

And add the Sanction of confid’rate Age ; 

_. His Sons are faithlefs, headlong in Debate, 
And Youth itfelf an empty wav’ting State: 
Cool Age advances venerably wife, _ 

150 Turns on all hands its deep-difcerning Eyes; | 

Sees what befell, and what may yet:befall; | 

Concludes. from both, and beft provides for all; 
The Nations hear, with rifing. Hopes poffett, 

And peaceful Profpects dawn in ev’ry Breaft.. 

155 Within the Lines they drew their Steeds around, 
And from their Chariots iffu’d on the Ground : 
Next all unbuckling the rich Mail they wore, 
Lay’d their bright Arms along the fable Shore. 
On either fide the meeting Hofts are feen, 

160 With Lances fix’d, and clofe the Space between. 
Two Heralds now difpatch’d to Troy, invite 
The Phrygian Monarch to the Peaceful Rite ; 
Talthybius haftens to the Fleet, to bring 
The Lamb for fave th’ Inviolable King. 

165 Meantime, to beauteous Helen from the Skies 
.The various Goddefs of the Rain-bow flies : 

fs -_ (Like 
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(Like fair Leodicé’ in Form and Face, _ 
The lovelieft Nymph of Priam’s Royal Race) 
Her in the Palace, at: her Loom the found; 
The golden Web her own fad Story crown’d, —17¢ 
The Trojan Wars: fhe weav’d (herfelf the Prize) 
And the dire Triumphs of her fatal Eyes, __ 
To whom the Goddefs. of the painted Bow ; . 
Approach, and view the wond’rous Scene below! — 
Each hardy Greek and valiant Trojan Knight, 175 
So. dreadful late, and furious for the Fight, 
Now reft their Spears, or lean upon their Shields ; 
Ceas’d' is the War, and filent all the Fields... - 
Paris alone and Sparta’s King advance, 
In fingle Fight to tofs the beamy Lance; — 180 
Fach met in Arms the Fate of Combate tries, 
Thy Love.the Motive, and thy Chatms the Prize. 

This faid, the many-colour’d Maid infpires 
Her Husband’s Love, and wakes her former Fires ; 
Her Country, Parents, all that once were dear, _ 185 
Ruth to her Thought, and force a tender Tear. 
O’er her fair Face a fnowy Veil the threw, 
And, foftly fighing, from the Loom withdrew. 

C Her 
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Her Handmaids Clymené and Atthra wait. 3.” 
190 Her filent Footfteps to the Scwan Gate. 2... : 
There fate the Seniors of the Trojan Race, | - 
«(Old Priam’s Chiefs, and moft in Priam’s Grace) ~ 
The. King the firlt ; :Zhymetes at his fides; 
Lampus and: Clytzas,. long mm Council try’d;. 
195 Panthus,. and .Hicetaon, once the ftrong, | | 
And next the wifeft of the Rev bias Throng, _ 
 Antenor grave, and fage Ucalegon, 7 
Lean’d on the Walls, and bask’d before the Sun. 
Chiefs, who no more in. bloody Fights engage, - 
200But Wife thro’ ‘Time, and Narrative with Age, a 
In Summer-Days like Grathoppers rejoice, - 
:- A Dloodlefs Race, that fend a feeble Voice. 
Thefe, when the Spartan Queen approach’d the Tow’r r 
In fecret own’d refiftlefs Beauty’s Pow’r : | 
205 Lhey cry’d, No wonder fuch Celeftial india 7 


For nine long Years have fet the World in Arms; 


_-_ 


What winning Graces! what - majeftick Mien! - 
She moves a Goddefs, and fhe looks a Queen ! 

zxo Yet hence oh Heav’n! convey that fatal Face, 
And: from Deftruction fave the Trojan Race. 
oe ? The 
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The good old Priam. welcom’d her; and cty’d;: 

Approach my Child, and erate thy Father’ § Side. 

See on the Plain thy Grecian Spoufe appéais, 

The F riends aiid: Kindred. of thy formér Y éars. ie 

No :Crime of thine ‘oiir “prefent Sulf ‘titigs draws, © i 

Not. Thou; but Heaavns <difpofing * Will,” ‘the Caufe: 

The Gods thefe Armiés'and this Force ¢m ploy, 

The hoftile ‘Gods colifpire’ thé Fated of- Froy. 

But lift thy Eyes, and: fay, What’ Greek is He: ©? 220 

(Far as from hence thefe ‘aged™ '‘Ottbs can fee) ~ 

- Aréund whofe Brow ‘fich \nartial Graces ‘thine, 

So fall, fo awful, ‘and almoft Divine? 

Tho’ fome of larger Stature tread the Green; > 

Noné match his Gratideut and ‘exalted Mien? > °+ 22s 

He fécins a Monarch, and his Countéij’s Prides! 

Thus teds’d the King, ‘and’ thius the’ Fair feply’d.” 
Before .thy Preferice, Father, ‘Lappear’ o> 

With confcious Shamé and teverential Fear. 9 - 

Ah! had I dy’d, é’re to thefe Walls I fled, [BE ag 

Falfe to my Country and my Nuptiai Bed, 

My Brothers, F riends, and Daughter left. behind, 

Falf to them all, to Paris only kind! 00) 

ae | For 
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For this I mourn, ’till Grief or dire Difeafe . 
Shall waite the Form whofe Crime it was to pleafe ! 
235 The King of Kings, Atvides, you -furvey, 
Great in the ‘War, and great in Arts of Sway. 
My Brother: once, ‘before my Days of Shame ; 
And oh! that fill he bore a Brother’s Name! __ 
With Wonder Priam. view’d. the Godlike Man, 
240 Extoll’d. the: happy Prince;.and thus began. ° . 
O bleft Atrédes !. born to profp’ rous ‘Fate; 
Succefsful. Monarch of a mighty. State! 7 
How vaft thy Empire ; ? Of yon’ matchlefs Train. | 
What Numbers loft, what Numbers yet remain?.. 
2451n Phrygea once :were gallant Armies known, — 
__ In ancient’ ‘Time,. when Otreus’ fill’d- the Throne, 
When Godlike Mygdon led. their Troops of Horfe, 
And I, to join them, rais’'d the Trojan Force: 
Againft the Manlike Amazons, we ftood, 
esoAnd Sangar’s Stream ran purple with their Blood. 
But far inferior thofe, in manly Grace 
And Strength of Numbers, to this Grecian Race. 
‘This faid, once more he view’d the martial Train: 
What’s He, whofe Arms lie {catter'd on the Plain? 
; Broad 
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Broad is his Breaft, his Shoulders larger fpread, 25; 
Tho’ great Atrides overtops his Head. . 
Nor yet appear his Care and Conduct fimall ; 
From Rank to Rank he moves, and orders all. 
The ftately Ram thus meafures o’er the Ground, 
And, Mafter of the Flocks, furveys them round. 260 
Then Helen thus. Whom your difterning Eyes 
Have fingled out, is Ithacus the Wife: 
A barren Ifland boafts his glorious Birth; | 
His Fame for Wifdom fills the fpacious Earth. 
Antenor took the Word, and thus began: —_ 265 
My felf, O King! have feen that wondrous Man ; 
When trufting ‘fove and hofpitable Laws, 
To Troy he came, to plead the Grecian Caufe ; 
(Great Menelaus urg’d the fame Requeft) --- 
My Houfe was honour’d with each Royal Gueft : 270 
I knew their Perfons, and admir’d their Parts, . 
Both brave in Arms, and both approv’d in Aits. ~ 
Erect, the Spartan moft engag’d our Views th a St 
Ulyffes feated:. ereater Rev’rence drew. 
When 4treus’ Son harangu’d the lining Train, ° 275 
Juft was his Senfe, and his Expreffion plain, 
D His 
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His Words fuccinét, yet full, without a Fault ; - 
He {poke no more than juft the Thing he ought. 
But when Ulyffes rofe,; in Thought profound, - 
280 His modeft Eyes he fix’d upon the Ground, 
As one unskill’d or dumb, he feem’d to ftand, 
Nor rais’d his Head, nor {tretch’d his {ceptred Hand ; 
But, when he fpeaks, what Elocution flows! 
Soft as the Fleeces of defcending Snows 
285'The copious Accents fall, with eafy Art; 
Melting they fall, and fink into the Heart ! 
..: Wond’ring we hear, and fix’d in deep Surprrze 
Our Ears refute the Cenfure of our Eyes 
The King then ask’d (as yet. the Camp he view’d } 
290 What Chief is that with Giant Strength endu’d, — 
Whofe brawny Shoulders, and whofe {welling Cheft, — 
.., And lofty Stature far exceed the reft? | 
Ajax the great (the beauteous Queen reply'd) 
Himfelf an Hoft: the Grecian Strength,and Pride. 
2959ee! bold Idomeneus fuperior tow’ts | 
Amidft yon’ Circle of his Cretan Pow’rs, 4. 
. . Great as a God! I faw him once before, q | 
With Menelaus; on the Spartan Shore... 
: 4 The 
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The reft I know, and could in Order name ; 


All valiant Chiefs, and Men of mighty Fame, 


Yet two are wanting of the num’rous T’rain, 


30% 


Whom long my Eyes have fought, but fought in vain; 

Caftor and Pollux, firft in martial Force, | 

One bold on Foot, and one renown’d for Horfe. 

My Brothers thefe ; the fame our native Shore, 364 

One Houle contain’d us, as one Mother bore. - 

Perhaps the Chiefs, from warlike Toils at eafe, 

For diftant Troy refus’d to fail the Seas: 

Perhaps their Sword fome nobler Quarrel draws, © 

Afham’d to combate in their Sifter’s Caufe. 2 4x6 
So {poke the Fair, nor knew her Brothers Doom, 

Wrapt in the cold: Embraces of the Tomb ; 

Adorn’d with Honours in their native Shore, - 

Silent they flept, and heard of Wars.no more. 
Meantime the Heralds, thro’ the crowded Town, 315 

Bring the rich Wine arid: deftin’d Victims down, | 

' Ideus? Arms the golden Goblets preft,;. .. 7. _. 

Who thus the venerable King addreft. 2. 0.) 


- Ps ry 
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Arife, O Father of the Trojan State! 

320 The Nations call, thy joyful People wait, © 
To feal the Truce and end the dire Debate. ) 
Paris thy Son, and Sparta’s King advance, - 

In meafur’d Lifts to tofs the weighty Lance ; 
And who his Rival fhall in Arms fubdue, 

325 His be the Dame, and his the Treafure too. 
Thus with a lafting League our Toils may ceafe, 
And Troy poflefs her fertile Fields in Peace ; 

So fhall the Greeks review theit native Shore, 
Much fam’d for gen’rous Steeds, for Beauty more. 

330 «= With Grief he heard, and bade the Chiefs prepare 
To join his milk-white Courfers to the Car : 

He mounts the Seat, Autenor at his fide; - 
The gentle Steeds thro’ Scea’s Gates they guide: 
Next from the Car defcending on the Plain, 

335 Amid the Grecian Hoft and Trojan Train 
Slow they proceed: The fage Ulyffes then 
Arofe, and with him rofe the King of Men. 

On either fide a facred Herald ftands, | 
The Wine they mix, and on each Monarch’s Hands 


° Pour 


ee i te 
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Pour the full Urn; Thei drew the Gheciln ae 240 
His Cutlace fheath’d befide his pondrots:Sword:*’ 
From .the fign’d Victims crops the curling Harr, 

The Heralds part it, and the: Princes ‘thare’, 1 bss! 
Then loudly thus before th’ attetitive Banls « 2a! 
He'calls the Gods, and fpreads his lifted: Hands!" 345 
« O-firft and greateft Pow’r! whdm all obey;ce 


: Who high on Jda’s holy Mountain fway} ee 


Eternal foue! and you bright Orb that:roll “. . 

From Eafk to Weft, and view from Pole to Pole 

Thou -Mother ‘Earth !. and all ye living’ Feds t 

Infernal Furies, and Tartarean Gods, *: | ¥ 

Who ruke the Dead, and horrid Woes 4 

For perjur'd Kings, and all who falfely fwear’ * 

Hear, and be Witnefs. Ef, by Paris flain, 

Great Menelaus prefs the fatal Plaim;- = 355 

The Dame and Treafures let the Trojan keep,. - 

And Greece returning plow the watry Net by dia 

If by: my Brother’s Lance the Trojan bleed 3.) = - 

Be his the Wealth and beauteous Dame decreed: 

Th’ appointed Fine let Hion juftty ia 53" 360 

And ev’ry Age record the fignal Day, 2s -. 
= * K, This 
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This if the Phrygzans fhall refufe to yicld, | - 
Arms muft revenge, and Mars decide the Field, 

With that, the Chief the tender Victims flew, 

365 And in the Duft their bleeding Bodies threw, 
The vital Spirit iffu’d at the Wound, 

_ And left the Members quiv’ring on the Ground. 
From the fame Urn they drink the mingled Wine, 
And add Libations to the Pow’rs Divine. __ 

370 While thus their Pray’rs united mount the Sky; 
Hear mighty ‘fove! and hear ye Gods on high! © 
And may their Blood who firlt the League confound, 
Shed like this Wine, diftain the thirfty Ground ; — 
May all their Conforts ferve promifcuous Luft, 

375 And all their Race be {catter’d as the Duft! 

Thus either Hoft their Imprecations join’d, 
_ Which ‘ove refus’d, and mingled with the Wind. 
The Rites now finifh’d, rev’rend Priam rofe, 
And thus exprefs’d a Heart o’ercharg’d with Woes. 

380 Ye Greeks and Trojans, let the Chiefs engage, 

But {pare the Weaknefs of my feeble Age: 
In yonder Walls that’ Object let me hun, 
Nor view the Danger of fo deara Son. 


Whole 
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Whofe Arms fhall conquer, and what Prince thall fall, 

- Heav’n only knows, for Heav’n difpofes all. - 28s 
This faid,.the hoary King no longer fay’d, d, 

But on his Car the flaughter’d Victims laid, — 

Then feiz’d the Reins his gentle Steeds to guide, 

And drove to Troy, Astenor at his Side. 

Bold Hefor and Ulyffes now difpofe 390 
The Lifts of Combate, ahd the Grourid inclofe ; 
Next to decide by facred Lots prepare, 

Who firft fhall launce his pointed Speai i in Air, 

The People pray with elevated Hands, | 
And Words like thefe are heard thro’ all the Bands. 393 
Immortal Fove! high Heav’n’s fuperior Lord; bs, 

On lofty Zda’s holy Mount ador’d + 

Whoe’er involv’d us in this dire Debate, 

Oh give that Author of the War to Fate, | 
And. Shades Eternal! : Let Divifion ceafe, 400 
And joyful Nations join in Leagues of Peace. 

With Eyes averted Heéfor hafts fo turn 
The Lots of Fight, and fhakes the brazen Urn. 

Then Paris, thine leap’d forth, by fatal Chance 
Ordain’d the firft to whirl the weighty Lance. 405 
a Both 
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Both Armies fate, the Combate to furvey, | 
Befide each Chief his-Azure Armour lay, ‘ 
And round the Lifts the gen’rous Courfers neigh, — 
The beauteous Warrior now arrays for Fight, ~~ 


4toIn gilded Arms magnificently bright:, '° 


The Purple Cuithes clafp his Thighs around,’ ° 
With Flow’rs adorn’d, and filver Buckles bound’: 
Lycaon’s Cors’let his fair Body dreft, 

Brac’d in, and fitted to his fofter Breaft ; 


415 A radiant Baldric, o’er his Shoulder ty’d, 


Suftains the Sword that glitters at his. fide. 


- His youthful Face a polifh’d Helm o’erfpread ; 


The waving Horfe-hair’ nodded on his Head. 
His figur’d Shield, a fhining Orb, he takes, — 


420 And in his Hand a pointed Jav’lin fhekes. 


With equal Speed; and fir’d by equal Charms, _ 

The Spartan Hero fheaths his Limbs in Arms. 
Now round the Lifts th’ admiring Armies. fend, 

With Jav’lins fix’d, the Greek and Trojew Band. 


42s Amidft the dreadful Vale the Chiefs advance, 


All pale with Rage, and thake the threat’ning Lance. 
a a oo ae ee 3 | 
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The Trojan firft his fhining Jav’lin threw; ~ 
Full on Atrides’ ringing Shiéld it flew, - rao 
Nor pierc’d the brazea Orb, :but- with a , Bound « 
Leap’d from the Bubkler blunted oh the panes 436 
Atrides then his mafly Lance prepares, 3 i :: 
In Act to throw, but firft prefers this -Pray’rh, 2) 
Give me, great Fave! to punish lawlefy Luft, 
And lay the Trojan: gafping in. the: Duft: 
_Deftroy th’ Aggreffor, aid my’ nghttous Gaufe, 435 
Avenge the Breach of hofpitable Lawa!. 0: .... | 
Let this Example future Times reclaim, bo) 2: 
And guard from Wrong fau Fiiendthip’sholy Namé. 
He faid, and poiz’é in Adri the Jav’lin fene,.3: 1! 
Thro’ Parzs’ Shield’ the -for¢eftil Weapon. went,'..’.44° 
His Cors’let pierces,’ arid ‘his Garment rends, > 2) | 
And glancing downward; nea. his. Flank defoends, 
The wary Ty6jae, bending from the Blow, «_. : 
Eludes his Death, , and difappomts th¢ Foe?” ' - 
But fierce iredes wdv’d, his Sword. and a 7° 445 
Full on his Cafque; ; the crefted: Helmet fhgok4..’, : 
The’ brittle Steel, uinfaithful 3. bis Hand,-2 i155 
Broke hort :the Fragments, glitser'd ‘on the. Sand... 
ee F The 
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The raging Warrior ‘to,the fpacious Skies 


. 

450Rais'd his upbraiding:'Voice, and angry Eyes: . 
Then: is it vain in“fove-himfelf to truft? 

- Aad is it thus the Gods affift the Juft>. =, - . 
When Crimes provoke .us, Heav’n Succefs denies ; 
The. Dart falls harmlefs, and the Faulchion flies. 

455Furious he faid, and tow’rd the Grecian Crew. 
(Seiz’d by the Creft): th’ unhappy Warrior drew ; 

Struggling hefollow’d, while th’ embroider’d Thong 
That ty’d his Helmet, dragg’d the Chief along. | 
Then had his Ruin crown’d Atrides’ Joy, 

46oBut Venus trembl’d fot the Prince of Troy: 
Unfeen fhe came, and burft the golden Band ; 

And left an empty ‘Helmet in his Hand. 

The Cafque, enrag’d,‘ amidft the Greeks he threw ; 
The Greeks with Smiles the polith’d Trophy view. 

46; Lhen, as once more he lifts the deadly Dart,- — 
In Thirft of Vengeance, at his Rival’s Heart, 

The Queen of Love her favour’d Champion fhrouds 

(For Gods can ‘all things) in a Veil of Clouds. 

Rais’d from the Field the parting Youth fhe led, 
470And gently laid him on the Bridal: Bed, 

Sh 4 With 
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With pleafirig- Sweets ‘his fainting Senfe renews, 
And all the Dome perfumes with’ Heav’nly Dews. ° 
Meantime: the brighteft of the Female. Kind,» 
The matchlefs! Helen: e’er thé Walls feclin’d: °°“ 
To het, befet with Trojan Beauties, came. 475 
In Grea’s Fort, the *Laughter-loving: Dame. :) ': 
(Grea, her Fav’rite Maid,’ well-skill’d\td:.call “: . 
The fnowie Fleece, and .wind: the: twifted Wook) 
The Goddefs. foftly fhook: her’ filken: Veft~ 
That fhed Perfiimes, -and whifp’ ring thus addéetht: i. 480 
Hafte, happy Nymph! ‘for thee thy Paris. calls; 
Safe from the Fight,’ in yonder‘lofty Walls, : 
Fair as a God with Odours-rourid him fpreadi ‘- 
He lies: and waits theé. on. the ‘well-known Bed 1:1: 
Not like a Warrior’ parted frém' the Foe, 21": 485 
But ‘fome gay ‘Daricer in the’ publick Shows «3 
She fpoke; and Helen’s. fecret Soul was mdv’d ;: 
She fcorn’d-the Champion, but. the Mah fhe ‘Idv’d. — 
Fair Venus” Neck, her ‘Eyes that fparkled Fire, . 
And. Breaft,’ teveal’d: the Queen of foft ‘Defite.... :: 49° 


* Vengy, 


Struck’ with ‘Her Prefence, ftrait the lively Red 
E orfook her CHeéek :!' anid; trerabling, ‘thus. fhe faid: 
Sera Then 
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Then is it: ftill thy. Pleafure: to deceive ?. 
And Waman’s Frailty- always to believe > 
495 Say, ‘to’ new Nations, muft I crofs the Main, 
Or carry Wears to. fome' foft Afian Plain > 
_ -For whom mult. Helen break ‘her fecond Vow ? 
What: other Parts-as. thy Darling now ? 
Left to Abridés, (Victor ‘in. ithe Sttife) 
sco An iodiotis: Gonqueft: dnd a Captive Wife, 
Hence let ‘me’ fails: And if thy Paris bear 
My Abfence: ill, let Venus ‘eafe his Care. 
A‘Hand-maid Godiefs at his Side to wait, 
Renouncé' ¢th¢ Glofies.of thy Heavy ‘nly State, > 
sos Be fis’d: for, ever to. the Trojan Shore, _ 72 
His Spouse, or Slave ; and moynt the Skies no tnore; 
. For me, to Jawlefs. Lave no longer led) > - 
I fcorn the Caward,. and. deteft his Bed; >. 
Elfé fhould:.J ment: evettlafting Shame, — 
sto And: keen Reéproach;: from.ev’ry Phrygiaw — : 
Til fuits it: mow ' the Joys ‘of: Love to knows: 
 Too.deep my Anguith; and. too wild my: Woe.: .- 
hen ‘thug, -uicensidj: the. Puphian Queen ee) ; 
aed the Pow’s fiom: whom: thy Glonies rife :~ 
fo. Should 


{3 i 
- a 


BooxII.L HOMERs ILIAD. | 25 
Should Venus leave thee, evry Charm muft-fly, | 515 
Fade from thy Cheek, and languifh in thy Eye. 
Ceafe to provoke me, left I make thee more: © 
The World’s:Avetfion, than their Love before; 
Now the bright Prize for which Mankind engage, ~ 
Then, ' the: fad Victim of the-Publick Rage. =. < 520 
At this; the Faiteft of ther Sex obey’'d, =~ 
And veil’dher Blufhes in .a-filken Shade ; | 
Unfeen, -and ’ filent, from ‘the Train fhe moves; 
Led by. the. Goddefs of the Smiles and Loves. : 
Arriv’d, and enter’ d at the Palace Gate, lS gag 
The Maids officious round their Miftrefs wait; . ~ 
Then all difperfing, various Tasks attend; 
The Queen and Goddefs to the Prince afcend..-  _ 
Full in her Paris’ Sight the Queen of Love... — 
Had plac’d the beauteous Progeny of ‘fove;  .° 53° 
Where, as ‘he view’d her Charms, the turn’d away 
Her glowing Eyes, and thus began to fay... 
Is this the Chief, who loft to Senfe of Shame ; 
Late fled the Field, and yet furyives his Fame? 
Oh hadft thou dy’d beneath. the righteous Sword: 535 
Of that brave Man whom once:§ call’d my Lord! 
ee a G | The 
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--- The Boafter Paris oft’ defir’d:the Day 0°. )).0. 
With Sparta’s King:td meet in. fingle'’Fray :. .2. 
Go now,. once more thy Rival’s, Rage excite, Se ene 

540 Provoke trader and renew the'Fight:1... > // 2: - 
Yet:Helen bids theeftay, left-thou unskdPd! ».:- 

> Should’ft fall an eafy:Conqueft: on the! Field.’ 

The Prince replies 3: Ah ceafe, diviriely fair, 
Nor add Reproaches'tio:the Wounds: E-bear, ° - 

545 This Day the Foe prevail’d by Pallas’ ‘Pow’r s 
We yet may ‘vanquith in a happier Hour: .- =” 
There want ‘not Gods to favour us above ; ; 

But lét the Bufinefs of our Lifé be Love: 

Thefe fofter Moments ket Delights etploy, . 
ssoAnd kind Embraces fnatch the hafty Joy. 

Not thus I lov’d thee, when from Sparta’s Shote- ; 

“«" My fore’d; my willing Heavy ‘tly Prize ¥ bore, 
When fir entranc’d ‘in Cranat’ s Hle I lay, 7 
Mix’d with thy’ Soul, and all “diffolv’d. away.. 

555 1 bys- faving fpoke,’ th’ ‘enartiour’d Phrygia ~~. 
Ruft’d: tothe Bed,: impatient for the Joy. 

Him ‘Helen’ follow’d: flow with ‘bafhfal Chats 
Ani dlafp’d- the —— Hero i in het Arms: 
- While 
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While thefe to Love’s delicious Rapture yield, 
The ftern Atrides rages round the Field: — 56 
So fome fell Lion whom the Woods obey, 

Roars thro’ the Defart, and demands his Prev. 
Paris he feeks, impatient to deftroy, 

But feeks in vain along the Troops of Troy ; 

Ev’n thofe had yielded to a Foe fo brave 565 
The recreant Warrior, hateful as the Grave. 

Then {peaking thus the King of Kings arofe ; 

Ye Trojans, Dardans, all our gen’rous Foes! 

Hear and atteft! From Heav’n with Conqueft crown’d, 
Our Brother’s Arms the juft Succefs have found: — 570 
Be therefore now the Spartan Wealth reftor’d, 

Let Argive Helen own her lawful Lord, 

Th’ appointed Fine let L/zon juftly pay, 

And Age to Age record this fignal Day. 

He ceas’d; His Army’s juft Applaufes rife, — .5. 
And the long Shout runs ecchoing thro’ the Skies. 
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THIRD BOOK 


F all the Books of the /iad, there is {carce any mote 

pleafing than the Third. It may be divided into five 

Parts, each of which has a Beanty different from the 

other. The firft contains what pafs’d before the two 

Armies, and the Propofal of the Combate between Paris and 
Menelaus: The Attention and Sufpenfe of thefe mighty Hofts, 
which were juft upon the Point of joining Battel, and the lofty 
manner of offering and accepting this important and uriex- 
pected Challenge, have fomething in them wonderfully pom- 
pous and of an amufing Solemnity. The fecond Part which de- 
{cribés the Behaviour of Helena in this Jundture, her Conference 
with the old King and his Counfellors,: with the Review df 
the Heroes from the Battelments, is an Epifode entirely of 
another fort, which excels in the Natutal and. Pathetick, 
The third confifts of the Ceremonies of the Oath on ‘both 
fides and the Preliminaries to the Combate. ; wich the beau- 
tiful: Retreat of Priam, who in the Tendernefs of a Parent 
withdraws from the fight of the Duel: Thefe Particulars deé 
tain’ the Reader in Expectation, and heighrert his ‘Impatience 
for ‘the Fight iefelf. The fourth is the Defesiption. of the 
Duel , an exadt Piece of Painting. where we fee-every Atti 
tude, Motion, dnd Aion of the Commbatants::particularly 
and diftinély,- and which concludes with’ a farprizing Pros 
priety, in the refeue of Parss by Vexus. The are 
oie | that 
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that Goddefs which makes the fifth Part, and whofe End is 
to reconcile Paris and Helena, is admirable in every Circum- 
ftance; The Remonftrance fhe holds with the Goddefs, the 
Reluctance with which fhe obeys her, the Reproaches fhe 
cafts upon Paris, and the Flattery and Courtfhip with which 
he fo. foon wins her over to him. Helen (the main Caufe 
of this War) was not to be made an odious CharaGter ; She 
is drawn by this great Mafter with the fineft Strokes, as a 
frail, but not an abandon’d Creature. She has perpetual 
Struggles of Virtue on the one fide, and Softnefles which 
overcome them on the other. Our Author has been remark- 
ably careful to tell us this; whenever he but flightly names 
her in the foregoing Part of his Work fhe is reprefented at 
the fame time as repentant ; and it is thus we fee her at large 
at her firft Appearance in the prefent Book, which is one of 
the fhorteft of the whole /éad, but in recomipence has Beau- 
ties almoft in every Line, and moft of them fo obvious that 


“es 
——” 


I. 


— Verse 3. With Shouts the Trojans.} The Book begins 
with a fine Oppofition of the Noife of the 7rajam Army to 
the Silence of the Grecsans. It was but natural to imagine 
this, fince the former was compos’d of many different Na- 
tions, of various Languages and Strangers: to each other ; 
the latter were more united in their Neighbourhood, and under 
Leaders of the fame Country. But as this Obfervation feems 
particularly infifted upon by our Author (for he ufes it again 
in the fourth Book, W. 430.) fo he had a farther Reafon 


— forit. Plutarch in his Treatife of reading the Poets, remarks 


upon this Diftinction, as a particular Credit to the. military 
Difcipline: of the Greeks. And feveral ancjent Authors ‘tell 
us, it was the Manner of the Barbarians to encounter. with 
Shouts and ‘Outcries-; as: it continues to this Day the Cuftom 
of the Eaftern Nations! Perhaps thefe Clamours were only 
to encourage their! Men, inftead. of martial Inftruments. '. I 
think Sir Walter. Ralemgh fays, there never was.a People but 
made ufe ‘of fome fort of Mufick.in Battel; Homer never 
ae | mentions 
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mentions any in the Greek or Trojan Atmies, and it is {carce 


to be imagined he would omit a Circumftance fo poetical 
without fome particular Reafon. The Verb Saamtw which 


the modern Greeés have fince appropriated to the found of a - - , 


Trumpet, is ufed indifferently in our Author fot other Sounds, - 
as for Thunder in the the 218f Thad, W. 388. "Augi o8 oda- — 
muyzev péyas deavéc—--. He once names the Trumpet Zaaziyt 
in a Simile, upon which Exffatbsus and Didymus obferve that 
the ufe of it was known in the Poet’s Time, but not in that 
of the Trojan War. And hence we may infer that Homer 
was particularly careful not to confound the Manners of the 
‘Times he wrote of, with thofe. of the Times he liv'd in. 


Il. 


Verse 7. The Cranes embody'd fy.| If Wit has been truly 
defcrilyd to be a Similimde in Ideas, and is more excellent as 
that Similitude is more furprizing ; there cannot be a truer 
kind of Wit than what is fhewn in apt Comparifons, efpe- — 
cially when ripe org of fach Subjeds as having the leaft Re- 
lation to each other in general, have yet fome Particular that 
agrees exactly. Of this Nature is the Simile of the Cranes to 
the Zrojan Army, where the Fancy of Homer flew to the re- 
moteft Part of the World for an Image which no Reader 
could have expected. But it is no lefs exact than furprizing. 
The Likenefs confifts in two Points, the Nos/é and the Order ; 
the latter is fo obfervable as to have given fome of the An- 
cients occafion to imagine the embatteling of an Army was 
firft learn’d from the clofe manner of Flight of thefe Birds. 
But this Part of the Simile not being direSly exprefs'd by the 
Author, has been overlook’d by fome of the Commentators. 
It may be remark’d that Homer has generally a wonderful 
Clofenefs in all the Particulars of his Comparifons, notwith- 
{tanding he takes a Liberty in his Expreffion of them. He 
feems fo fecure of the main Likenefs, that he makes no {cru- 
ple to play with the Circumftances ; fometimes by tranfpofing 
the Order of them, fometimes by fuper-adding them, and fome- 
times (as in this Place) by neglecting them in fuch a manner as 
to leave the Reader to " = himfelf. For the prefenr 

OB 


Comparifon, 
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Comparifon, it has been taken by rgd in the tenth Book, 
and apply’d to the Clamours of Soldiers in the fame manner. 


ae Duales fub nubsbus atris 
Strymonte dant figna grues, atque ethera tranant 
. Cum fonstu,: fugsuntque Notos clamore fecundo. 


ill. 


Verse 26. The beauteous Paris came, In Form a God.) This 
is meant by the Epithet @ecedys, as has been faid in the 24th 
Note on the firft Book. The Picture here given of Paris's 
Air and Drefs, is exactly correfpondent to his Character , 
you fee him endeavouring to mix the fine Gentleman with 
the Warriour ; and this Idea of him Homer takes care to kéep 
up, by defcribing him not without the fame Regard when he 
is arming to encounter Menelaus afterwards in a clofe Fight, 
as he fhews here where he is but preluding and flourifhing in 
the Gaiety of his Heart. And when he tells us in that Place 
that he was in danger of being ftrangled by the Strap. of his 
Helmet, he takes notice that it was roauxésos, embroderd. - 


IV. 


VERSE 37. So joys a Lion if the branching Deer, Or Moun 
tain Goat.| -The old Scholiafts refining on this Simile will have 
it that Parss is compar’d to a Goat on account of his Incon 
-tinmence, and to a Stag for his Cowardice: To this laft they 
make an Addition which is very ludicrous, that he is alfo 
liken’d to a Deer for his Skell in Mufick, and cite Ariftotle to 
prove that Animal delights in Harmony, which Opinion is 
alluded to by Mr. Waller in thefe Lines, © : 


Here Love takes frand, and while fhe charms the Ear 
Empties bis Quever on the ifPning Deer. 


‘But upon the whole, it is whimfical to imagine this Compa- 
rifon confifts in any thing more, than the Joy which Mene- 
Jaus conceiv’d at the fight of his Rival, in the hopes of de- 

| ftroying 
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ftroying him. « It.is' equally an Injuftice to Paris, to abufé 
him for. underftanding Mufick, and to reprefent. his Retreat 
as purely the Effect -of Fear, which proceeded from his Senfe 
of Guilt with. refpec& to the particular Perfon of Menelaus. 
He appear’d at the Head of rhe Army to challenge thie boldeft 
of the Enemy :. ‘Nor. is his Character elfewhere in the [ad 
by any means that of a Coward. AHeéfor at the end of the 
fixth Book confefles, that no Man could juftly reproach him as 
fuch. Nor is he reprefented fo by Oud (who copy’d Homer 
very clofely) in the end of his Epiftle to Helen. The Moral of 
Homer is much finer: .A‘brave Mind however blinded with 
Paffion is fenfible of Remorfe.as foon as. the injur’d- Obje@ 
prefents itfelf; and Paris never behaves: himfelf ill in War, 
but when his Spirits are deprefs’d by the ConfcioufnefS. of an 
Injuftice. This alfo will:account for the feeming Incongruity 
of Homer in this Paflage, who .(as they would have us think} 


paints him a fhameful Coward, at the fame time’ that he is. 


perpetually calling him the divine Paris, and Paris lke @ 
God. What he. fays immediately afterwards :in :anfwer: to 
Heétor’s Reproof, will make this yet more clear. - | 


VV. 


VERSE 47. As when a Shepherd. This Coniparifoni of 
the Serpent is finely imitated by Vrgs/ in the fecond ned. 


_. Improvifum afpris veluti qui fentibus anguem 
Preffit bumi nitens, trepidufg; repenté refugn 
LAAttollentem svas, & cerula colla tumentem: 


Haud fecus Androgeus vifu tremefattus absbat. 


But it may be faid to the Praife of Virgil, that he has ap- 
ply’d it upon an Occafion where it las an additional Beauty. 
Paris upon the fight of Menelaus’s Approach, is compar’d to 
a Traveller who i a Snake fhoot on.a fudden towards him, 
But the Surprize and Danger of Azdrogeus is more lively, . be- 
ing juft in the ‘reach of his Enemies before he perceiv’d it; 
and the Circumftance of the Serpent’s rouzing his Creft, 
which brightens with Anger, finely images the — of 

their 
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theit Arms in the Night-time, as they were juft lifted up to 
deftroy him. Scaler criticizes on the needlefs Repetition iri 
the Words. zaabapoos and dsysenoe, which is avoided in the 
Tranflation. But it muft be obferv’d in general, that Lrtle 
 Exaibneffes axe what we fhould not look for in Homer ; the 
Genius of his Age was too incorre&, and his own too fiery 
to regard them. 
VI. 

Verse 53. “4s God-lske Hector.] This is the firft Place of 
the Poem where Heéfor makes a figure, and here it feems 
proper to give an Idea of his CharaGer, fince if he is not 
the chief Heroe of the /had, he is at leaft the moft amiable. 
There are feveral Reafons which render Heéfor a favorite 
CharaGer with every Reader, fome of which fhall here be 
offer'd. The chief Moral of Homer was to expofe the ill Ef- 
fects of Difcord; the Greeks were to be fhewn difunited, and 
to render that Difunion the more probable, he has defign- 
edly given them mixt Characters. The Trojans on the a 
hand were to be reprefented making all Advantages of the 
others Difagreement, which they could not do without a ftri@ 
Union among themfelves. Heéfor therefore who commanded 
them, mult be endu’dwith all fuch Qualifications as tended to 
the Prefervation of it; as Achilles with fuch as promoted the 
contrary. The one ftands in Contrafte to the other, an ac- 
complifh’d Character of Valour unrufiled by Rage and An- 
gc and uniting his People by his Prudence and Example. 

ector has alfo a Foil to fet him off in his own Family; we 
are perpetually oppofing in our Minds the Incontinence of 
Paris, who expofes his Country, to the Temperance of 
Heéor who protects it. And indeed it is this Love of his 
Country which appears his principal Paffion, and the Motive 
of all his AGions. He has no other Blemifh than that he 
fights in an unjuft Canfe, which Homer has yet been careful 
to tell us he would not do, if his Opinion were followed. 
But fince he cannot prevail, the Affection he bears to his 
Parents and Kindred, and his defire of defending them, in- 
cites him-to do his utmoft for their Safety. We may a 
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that Homer having fo many Greeks to celebrate, makes them 
fhine in their turns, and fingly in their feveral Books, one 
fucceeding in the Abfence of another: Whereas Heéfor ap- 
pears in every Battel the Life and Soul of his Party, and the 
conftant Bulwark againft every Enemy: He ftands againft 
Agamemnon’s Magnanimity, Dzmed’s Bravery, Ajax’s 
Strength, and Achilles’s Fury. There is befides, an acciden- 
tal Caufe for our liking him from reading the Writers of 
the Augujian Age, efpecially Vargsl, whofe Favorite he grew 
more particularly from the time when the Ce/ars fancy’d to 
derive their Pedigree from Zroy. : | 


VIt. 


Verse 55. Unhappy Paris, &c.] It may be obferv’d in 
Honour of Homer’s judgment, that the Words which Heéor 
is made to fpeak here, very ftrongly mark his Cha- 
racter. They contain a warm Reproach of Cowardice, and 
fhew him to be touch’d with fo high a Senfe of Glory, as to 


think Life infupportable without it. His calling to mind the 
gallant Figure which Paris had made in his Amours to He- 
len, and oppofing to it the Image of his Flight from her 


Husband, is a Sarcafm of the utmoft Bitternefs and Vivacity. 


After he has named that Action of the Rape, the Caufe of 
fo many Mifchiefs, his infifting upon it in fo many broken 


Periods, thofe disjointed Shortneffes of Speech, 


(Tarte! te o@ peya nijua, aéayi te, mate te Oyu, 
Avopevéow mév ydeua, xatndelyy dé oot dutéi.) 


That hafty manner of Expreffion without the Connexion of 
Particles, is (as Euftathius remarks) extreamly natural to a 
Man in Anger, who thinks he can never vent himfelf too 
foon. That Contempt of outward Shew, of the Graceful- 
nefs of Perfon, and of the Accomplifhments of a Courtly 
Life, is what correfponds very well with the War-like Tem- 
per of Heéfor ; and thefe Verfes have therefore a Beauty here 
which they want in Horace, however admirably he has tranf- 
lated them, in the Ode of Wsreus’s Prophecy. ) 

Ccc Nequicquam 
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Nequicquam Veneris prafidto ferox, 
Peites cefariem; grataque foemints 
Imbell: cithara carmina drvuides, &c. 


VI. 


Verse 72. And both ber Warl:ke Lords.| The Original 
is Nudy dvdediv aiyuntaw. The Spoufe of Martial Men. I 
wonder why Madam Dacser chofe to turn it Alliée a tant de 
braves guerriers, fince it fo naturally refers to The/éws and 
Menelaus, the former Husbands of Helena. 


IX. 


VERSE 80. Thy curling Treffes, and thy filver Lyre.| It 
is ingenioufly remark’d by Dacser, that Homer who celebrates 
the Greeks for their long Hair [ xaeyxomdwvrag ’Ayads] and 
Achilles for his Skill on the Harp, makes Heéfor in this Place 


-obje& them both to Paris. The Greeks nourifhed their Hair 


to appear more dreadful to the Enemy, and Pars to pleafe 
the Eyes of Women. Achilles fung to his Harp the Aas of 
Heroes, and Paris the Amours of Lovers. The fame reafon 
which makes Hecfor here difpleas’d at them, made Alexander 
afterwards refufe to fee this Lyre of Parts when offer'd to be 
fhewn to him, as Plutarch relates the Story in his Oration 
of the Fortune of Mexander. 
a 
VERSE 83. One avenging Blow.| I(t is in the Greek, You 
had been clad in a Coat of Stone. Giphantus would have it to 
mean ftoned to death on the account of his Adultery: But 
this does not appear to have been the Punifhment of that 
Crime among the Phrygsans. It feems rather to fignify, 
deftroy’d by the Fury of the People for the War he had 
brought upon them; or perhaps may imply no more than 
being laid in his Grave under a Monument of Stones ;_ but 
the former being the ftronger Senfe is here followed. | 
3 XI. VERSE 


the Turrpv Book. 
XI. 


Verse 86. "Tes juft, my Brother.| This Speech is a far- 
ther opening of the true Character of Parts. He is a Mafter 
of Civility, no lefs well-bred to his own Sex than courtly to 
the other. ‘The —— of Heétor was of a fevere Nature, 
yet he receives it as from a Brother and a Friend, with Can- 
dour and Modefty. This Anfwer is remarkable for its fine 
Addrefs ; he gives the Heroe a decent and agreeable Reproof 
for having too rafhly depreciated the Gifts of Nature. He 
allows the Quality of Courage its utmoft due, but defires the 
fame Juftice to thofe fofter Accomplifhments, which he lets 
him know are no lefs the Favour of Heaven. ‘Then he re- 
moves from himfelf the Charge of want of Valour, by pro- 
' pofing the fingle Combate with the very Man he had juft 
declined to engage; which having fhewn him void of any 
Malevolence to his Rival on the one hand, he now proves 
himfelf free from the Imputation of Cowardice on the other. 
Homer draws him (as we have feen) foft of Speech, the na- 
tural Quality of an amorous Temper; vainly gay in War as 
well as Love; with a Spirit that can be furprized and recol- 
lected, that can receive Impreffions of Shame or Apprehen- 
fion on the one fide, or of Generofity and Courage on the 
other; the ufual Difpofition of eafy and courteous Minds 
which are moft fubjec&t to the Rule of Fancy and Paf- 
fion. Upon the whole, this is no worfe than the Picture of 
a gentle Knight, and one might fancy the Heroes of the mo- 
dern Romance were form’d upon the Model of Pars. 


XH. 


Verse 108. Much fam'd for gen rous Steeds, for Beauty 
more.| ‘Fhe Original is, “Agyos é¢ ImméBotoy, 4 Ayallda xarr- 
yuvuxe. Perhaps this Line is tranflated too clofe to 
the Letter, and the Epithets might have been omitted. But 
there are fome Traits and Particularities of this Nature, which 
_ methinks preferve to the Reader the Air of Homer. At leaft 
the latter of thefe Circumftances, that Greece was mn 

or 
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for beautiful Women, feems not improper to be mention’d by 
him who had rais’d a War. on the account of a Grecian 
Beauty. 
| XIII. 


VERSE 109. The Challenge Hector heard with Foy.| Heétor 
ftays not to reply to his Brother, but runs away with the 


Challenge immediately. He looks upon all the Trojans as 


difgrac’d by the late Flight of Paris, and thinks not a Mo- 
ment is to be loft to regain the Honour of his Country. The 
Adtivity he fhews ‘in all this Affair wonderfully agrecs with 
the Spirjt of a Soldier. 


XIV. 


Verse 123. Hear all ye Trojan, al ye Grecian Bands.| 
It has been ask’d how the different Nations could underftand 
one another in thefe Conferences, fince we have no mention 
in Homer of any Interpreter between them? He who was fo 
very particular in the moft minute Points, can hardly be 
thought to have been negligent in this. Some Reafons may 
be offer’d that they both {poke the fame Language ; for the 
Trojans (as may be feen in Dion. Halse. hb. 1.) were of Gre- 
cian Extraction originally. .Dardanus the firft of their Kings 
was born in Arcadia ; and even their Names were generally 
Greek, as Hector, Anchifes, Andromache, Afiyanax, &c. Of 
the laft of thefe in particular Homer gives us a Derivation 
which is purely Greek in [1 6. W. 403. But however it 
be, this is no more (as Dacser fomewhere obferves) than the 
jutt Privilege of Poetry. A‘neas and Turnus underftand each 
other in Virgil, and the Language of the Poet is fuppos’d to 
be univerfally intelligible, not only between different Coun- 
tries, but between Earth and Heaven itfelf. 


XV. 


VERSE 135. Me too ye Warriors hear, &c.| We may ob- 
ferve what care Homer takes to give every one his proper 
Character, and how this Speech of Menelaus is adapted to 


the 
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the Lacowick; which the better to comprehend, we may re 
member there are in Homer three Speakers. of different Cha- 
racters, agreeable to the three different kinds of Eloquence. 
Thefe we may compare with each other in’one Inftance, fup- 
pofing them all to ufe the fame Heads, and in the fame 
Order. - | , 
_ The Materials of the Speech are, The manifefting his 
Grief for the War, with the hopes that it is in his Power to 
end it; an Acceptance of ‘the propos’d Challenge; an Ac- 
count of the Ceremonies to be us’d in the League; and a 
Propofal of a proper Caution to fecure it. | 
Now had Neffor thefe Materials to work upon, he would pro= 
bably have begun with a Relation of all the Troubles of the nine 
Year's Siege which he hop’d he might now bring to an end; he 
would court their Benevolence and good Withes for his Profpe- 
rity with all the Figures of Amplification ; while he accepted 
the Challenge, he would have given an Example to prove that 
the fingle Combate was a wife, gallant, and gentle way of 
ending the War, practis’'d by their Fathers; in the Defcrip- 
tion of the Rites he would be exceeding particular; and 
when he chofe to demand the Sanétion of Priam rather-than 
of his Sons, he would place in Oppofition on one fide the 
Son’s Action which began the War, and on the other the Im- 
= of Concern or Repentance which it muft by this time 
save’ made in the Fathers Mind, whofe Wifdom he would 
undoubtedly extol as the effect of his Age. All this he would 
have expatiated upon with Connexions of the Difcourfes in 
the te evident manner, .and the moft eafy, gliding, undifo- 
bliging Tranfitions. The Effeé& would be, that the People 
would hear-him with Pleafure. -2 sit 
: Had it’been Usy/fes who was to make the Speech, he would 
have 'mention’d a few of their moft affecting Calamities in a 
pathetick Air; then have undertaken the Fight with teftify- 
ing fuch a chearful Joy, as fhould have won the Hearts of 
the Soldiers to follow him to the Field without being defired. 
He would have been exceeding cautious in wording the Con- 
ditions ; and folemn rather than particular in {peaking of the 
Rites, which he would only infift on’ as an Opportunity to 
exhort both fides to a fear of the Gods, and a fri — 
oe 2 Ddd © 


i 4. 


OssERVATIONS on 
of Judtice. He would have remonftrated the ule of fertding 


for Priam; and (becaufe no Caution could be too much) have 
demanded his Sons to be bound with him. For a Conclufion 
he would have us’d-fome noble Sentiment agreeable to a He- 
rog, and (it may be) haveenforc’d it with fome infpirited AGion. | 
In all this you would have known that the Difcourfe. hung 
together, but its Fire would not ‘always fuffer it to be {een 
in cooler Tranfitions, which (when they are too nicely laid 
open) may condu@ the Reader, but never carry him away. 
The People would hear him with Emotion, | 
Thefe Materials being given to Menelans, he but juft 
mentions their Troubles, and his Satisfaction in the Profpect 
of ending them, fliortens the Prapofals, fays a Saczifice is 
neceflary, requires Priav’s Prefence to confirm the Conditi- 
ons, refufes his Sons with a Refentment of that Injury he 
faffer’d by them, and concludes with a Reafon for his Choice 
from the Praife of Age, with a fhort Gravity, and the Air 
ef an Apothegm. | Thi he puts in order without any more 
Tranfition than what a fingle Conjunction affords. And 
the effe& of the Difcourfe is, that the People are inftruded 


by it in what is te be done... | 
Verse 141. Two Lambs devoted] The Trojons (fays 
the old Scholiaft) were required to facrifice two Lambs ; 
one Male, of a white Colour, to the Sas,, and one Female, 
and black, to the Earth ; as the Sun is Father of Light,. and: 
the Earth the Mother and, Nurfe of Men. The Greeks were 
to offer a third to Fupster, perhaps to Jupiter Xenivs becaufe 
the Trojans had broken the Laws of Hofpitality: on which 
account we find Memelaus afterwards invoking him in the 
Combate with Paris. That: thefe were the Powers to which: 
they facrificd, appears by their being attefted by Name in 
the Oath, W.340. er 
_  XVIE . | 
Verse 153. The Nasiqns hear, with rifing Hopes poffeft.| 
It feem’d no more than whag the Reader Pe pe 
: i expect, 
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expect, in the’ Narration of this long War, thas # Period 
_ might have been put to it by the fingle danger of the Parties 
chiefly concern’d, Paris and Menelaws. Homer has there- 
fore taken care toward the beginning of his Poeth to ob- 
viate that Objection ; and. conatriv’d fuch a Methad to ren- 
der this Combate of no effect, as. {hould naturally make way 
for all the enfuing Battels, without any future Profpect of a 


Determination but by the Sword. It is farther worth ob- | 


ferving, in what manner he has improved into Poetry the 
common Hiftory of this Aion, if (as one may imagine) ig 
was the fame with that we have in the fecond Bock of Dikiyg 
Creteufis: Wheu Paris (fays he) besmg woanded by. thé Spear 


ef Menelans fell to the Ground, suf as his Adverfary was raf 


sng upon him with bis Sword, he was fhot by an Avvaw from 
Pandarus, which prevented his. Revenge in the Moment he was 
going to take st. Immedsately on the fight of this perfidtous 
Attn, the Greeks rofe wm aTamuk; the Trojans rifug at 
the. fame time, came on, and refened Paris from his Enemy, 
Homer bas. with great Are and Invention mingled all: this 
with the Marvellous, aad rais’d it in the Air of Fable, The 
Godde/s of Love refcues her Favourite; Fupster debates whether. 
or no the War fhall end by the Defeat of Paris; Juno is. far 
the Continuance of it; Msnerva incites Pandarus to break 
the Truce, who thereupon fhoots at Menelaus. This heigh- 
tens the Grandeur of the Action without deftroying the Ve- 
rifimilitude, diverfifies the Poem, and exhibits 2 fine Moral ; 
that ' whatever ‘feems in the World the Effe& of common 
Caufes, is really owing to the Decree and Difpofition: of the: 
Gods. - oe ae 


: Varss 16 5. Mean while to beasteous Helen, &r.] The 


following Part where we have the firit fight of Hekkma, is 


what I cannot think inferior to any in the Poem. The Rea 


der has naturally an Averhion. ta this pernicious Beauty, and. 


is apt. enough to wonder at the Greeks for endeavouring to” 


recover her at {ach an Expence. Bur her amiable Behaviour 


here, the fecret. Withes thax rife in favour of her. rightful 


( Lord, 


if 
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Lord, her Tendernefs for her Parents and Relations, the Re- 
lentings of her Soul for thé Mifchiefs her Beauty had been 
the Caufe of, the Confufion fhe appears in, the veiling her 
Face and dropping a Tear, are Particulars fo beautifully na- 
tural, as to make every Reader no lefs than Menelaus him- 
felf, inclin’d to forgive her at leaft; if not to love her. We 
are afterwards confirin’d in this Partiality by the Sentiment 
of the old Counfellors upon the fight of her, which one 
would think Homer put into their Mouths with that very 
view: We excufe her no more than Priam does himfelf, and 
all thofe do who felt the Calamities thé odcafion’d: And this 
Regard for her is heighten’d by all the fays herfelf; in which 
there is {carce a word that is not big with Repentance and 
Good-nature. : | oe 
XIX. 


Verse 170. The golden Web ber own fad Story crown’d.| 
This is a very agreeable Fiction, to reprefent Helena weaving 
in a large Veil, or Piece of Tapeftry, the Story of the 7rojan 
War. One would think that Homer inherited this Veil, and. 
that his Jad is only an Explication of that admirable Piece 
of Art. Dacier. | 7 | 


>. ©. Ta / ae 


Verse 20t. Like Grafboppers.| . This is one of the jufteft 
and moft natural Images in the World, tho’ there have been 
Criticks of fo little Tafte as to obje& to it as a mean one. 
The Garrulity fo common to old Men, their Delight in Affo- 
ciating with each other, the feeble Sound: of their Voices, 
the Pleafure they take in a Sun-fhiny Day, the Effects of 
Decay in their Chillnefs, Leannefs, and Scarcity of Blood, 
are all Circumftances exadtly parallel’d in this Comparifon, 


‘To make it yet more proper to the old Men of Troy, Euxfta- 


thius has obferv’'d that Homer found a-Hint for this Simile in 
the 7rojan Story, where 7:thon was feign’d to have been tranf- 
fori’d into a Grafhopper in his old Age, perhaps on account 
of his being fo exhaufted by Years as to have nothing: left 
him but Voice, Spondanus wonders that Homer fhould apply 
| to 


the Tuirp Boak, 


to Grafhoppers éra Asigiscocav, a fweet Vosce, whereas that of 


thefe Animals is harfh and untuneful; and he is contented 
to come off with a very poor Evafion of Homero fingere guid» 
I:bet fas fust. But Hefychius rightly obferves that Asics fig- 
nifies dxaads, tener or gracilis, as well as fuavis. The Senfe 
is certainly much better, and the Simile more truly preferv'd 
by this Interpretation, which is here follow’d in tranflating it 
feeble. However it may be alledg’d in Defence of the com- 
mon Verfions, and of Madam Daczer’s (who has turn’d it 
Harmonieufe) that tho’ Virgd gives the Epithet raace to Ci 
cade, yet the Greek Poets frequently defcribe the Grafhopper 
as a mufical Creature, particularly Azacreon, and Theocritus 
Idy]. 1. where a Shepherd praifes another’s finging by telling 
him, 
; Térliyos emel tuye Déorecov adeg. 


It is remarkable that Mr. Hobbes has omitted this beautiful 
Simile. 

| X XI. 
Verse 203. Thefe, when the Spartan Fair approach’d.] 
Madam Dacier is of Opinion there was never a greater Pane 
gyrick upon Beauty than what Homer has found the Art to 


give it in this Place. An Affembly of venerable old Coun- . 
e 


llors, who had fuffer’d all the Calamities of a tedious War, 


_ and were confulting upon the Methods to put a Conclufion 


to it, feeing the only Caufe of it approaching towards them, 
are ftruck with her Charms, and cry out, No wonder! &c. 


- Neverthelefs they afterwards recolle& themfelves, anid con- 


clude to part with her for the publick Safety. If Homer had 
carry’d thefe old Mens Admiration any farther, he had been 
guilty of outraging Nature, and ee againft Probabi- 
ity. The Old are capable of being touch’d with Beauty by 
the Eye ; but Age fecures them from the Tyranny of Paffion, 
and the Effeét is but tranfitory, for Prudence foon regains its 
Dominion over them. Homer always goes as far as he 
fhould, but conftantly ftops juft where he ought. Daczer. 

- The fame Writer compares to this the Speech of Holofernes’s 
Soldiers on the fight of Fud#h, Ch. 10, W. 18, But ed 
a 3 | E there 
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there be a Refemblance in the Words, the Beauty is no way 


parallel ; the Grace of this confifting in the Age and Cha- 
racter of thofe who {peak it. There is fomething very gal- 
lant upon the Beauty of Helen in one of Luczan’s Dialogues. 
Mercury fhews Men:ppus the Sculls of feveral fine Women ; 
and when the Philofopher is moralizing upon that of Helen, 
Was it for this a thoufand Ships fasld from Greece, fo many 
brave Men dyd, and fo many Cities were deftroyd? My Friend 
(fays Mercury) "tis true; but what you behold ss only her Scull, 
had you feen her Face you would have been of their Opinion, 
and have done the uery fame thing. | 


XXII. 


Verse 211. The good old Priam.] The Charager of a 
benevolent old Man is very well preferv’d in Priam’s Beha- 
viour to Helena. Upon the Confufion he obferves her in, 
he encourages her by attributing the Misfortunes of the War 
to the Gods alone, and not to her Fault. This Sentiment 
is alfo very agreeable to the natural Piety of old Age; thofe 
who have had the longeft Experience of human Accidents and 
Events, being moft inclin’d to afcribe the Difpofal of all things 
to the Will of Heaven. It is this Piety that renders Priam 
a Favourite of Jupiter (as we find in the beginning of the 
fourth Book) which for fome time delays the Deftruction of 
Troy ; while his foft Nature and Indulgence for his Children. 
makes him continue a War which ruines him. Thefe are 
the two principal Points of Priam’s Character, tho’ rhere are 
feveral leffer Particularities, among which we may obferve. 
the Curiofity and inquifitive Humour of old Age, which gives. 
occafion to the following Epifode. 


XXIII. . 


Verse 219. And fay, what Chief is he 2\ This View of. 
the Grecsan Leaders from the Walls of Troy, is juftly look’d | 
upon as an Epifode of great Beauty, as well as a Mafterpiece : 
of Condué& in Homer ; who by this means acquaints the Rea- 
ders with the Figure and Qualifications of each Heroe in a: 

: 4 : more 
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more lively and agreeable manner. Several great Poets have 
been engag’d by the Beauty of this Paflage to an Imitation 
of it. In the feventh Book of Statsus, Phorbas ftanding 
with Antigone on the Tower of Thebes, fhews her the Forces 
as they were drawn up, and defcribes their Commanders 
who were neighbouring Princes of Bootzg. It is alfo imi- 
tated by Za/fo in his third Book, where Erminia from the 
Walls of Ferufalem points out the chief Warriours to the 
King; tho’ the latter part is perhaps copied too clofely and 
minutely ; for he defcribes Godfrey to be of a Port that be- 
{peaks him a Prince, the next of fomewhat a lower Stature, 
a third renown’d for his Wifdom, and then another is diftin- 
guifh'd by the Largenefs of his Cheft tnd Breadth of his 


Shoulders: Which are not only the very Particulars, but in 


the very Order of Homer's. | 
But however this manner, of Introduction has been admir'd, 
there have not been wanting fome Exceptions to a Particular 


ortwo. Scaliger asks, how it happens that Priam, after nine 
Years Siege, fhould be yet unacquainted with the Faces of the 


Grecian Leaders? ‘This was an old Cavil, as appears by the 


_ Schoha that pafs under the Name of Didymus, where it is 


very well anfwer'd, that Homer has juft before taken care to 


tell us the Heroes had put off their Armour on this occafion — 


of the Truce, which had conceal’d their Perfons ’till now. 
Others have objected to Prian’s not knowing Usyffes, who 


(as it ig afterwards) had been at Zroy on an Embaffy. 


he anfwer is, that this might se either from the Dim- 
Change of Usy/fes’s Features fince that time. 
XXIV. 
| VERSE 227. Before thy Prefence.| Helen is fo ovet- 
whelmed with Grief and Shame, that fhe is unable to a a 


dire& Anfwer to Priam without firft humbling herfelf before 
him, acknowledging her Crime, and teftifying her Repent- 


ance. And fhe no fooner anfwers by naming Agamemnon, 


but her Sorrows renew at the Name; He was once my Bro- 
ther! but I am now a Wretch unworthy to call him fo. 
XXV. 


s Memory, or from the 
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XXV. 


Verst 236. Great in the War, and great in Arts of Swaiy.] 
This was the Verfe which Alexander the Great prefer’d to all 
others in Homer, and which he propos’d as the Pattern of 
his own Actions, as including whatever can be defired in a 
Prince. Plt. Orat. de fort. Alex. 1. | 


XXVI. 


Verse 240. Extoll’d the happy Prince.| \t was very natu- 
ral for Priam on this occafion, to compare the declining © 
Condition of his Kingdom with the flourifhing State of 4ga- 
memnon’s, and to oppofe his own Mifery (who had loft moft 
of his Sons and his braveft Warriours) to the Felicity of the 
other, in being yet Mafter of fo gallant an Army. After 
this the Humour of old Age breaks out, in the Narration of 
what Armies he had formerly feen, and bore a Part in the. 
Command of; as well as what Feats of Valour he had then 
performed. Befides which this Praife of the Greeks from 
the Mouth of an Enemy, was no {mall Encomium of Homer’s 
Countrymen, | 


XXVIt. 


Verse 258. From Rank to Rank he moves.| The Vigilance 
and Infpection of U/y/Jes were very proper Marks to diftinguifh 
him, and agree with his Character of a wife Man-no lefs,: 
than the Grandeur and Majefty before defcribed with that of 
Agamemnon, as the fupreme Ruler; whereas we find Ajax 
afterwards taken notice of only for his Bulk, as a heavy He- 
roe without Parts or Authority. ‘This Decorum is obfervable. 


XXVIII. . 


Verse 271. I knew their Perfons, &c.] In this View of 
the Leaders of the Army it had been an Overfight in Homer 
to have taken no Notice of Menelaus, who was not only one 

| , of 
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of the Principal of them, btit was immediately to engage the 
Obfervation of the Reader in the fingle Combate. On the 
other hand it had been a high Indecorum to have made He- 
lena {peak of him. He has therefore put his Praifes into the 
Mouth of Antenor ; which was alfo a more artful way than 
to have prefented him to the Eye of Priam in the {ame man- 
ner with the reft: It appears from hence what a Regard he 
thas had both to Decency and Variety in the Condué& of his 
Poem. ‘This Paflage concerning the different Eloquence of 
Menelaus and Ulyffes is inexpreflibly juft and beautiful. The 


clofe, Laconick Concifenefs of the one, is finely oppofite to — 
the copious, vehement, and penetrating Oratory of the other ; . 


which is fo exquifitely defcrib’d in the Simile of the Snow, 
falling faft, and finking deep. For it is in this the Beauty 
of the Comparifon confifts according to Qusmtihan, 1.12.¢.10. 
In Uhffe facundiam magnitudinem junxit, cut orationem ni- 
uibus bybernis copia verborum atque impetu parem tribust. 
We may fet in the fame Light with thefe the Character of 
Neffor’s Eloquence, which confifted in Softnefs and Perfua- 
fivenefs, and is therefore (in Contradiftin@tion to this of 


Ulyffes) compar’d to Honey which drops gently and flowly : — 


a manner of Speech extremely natural to a benevolent old 
Man, fach as Neffor is reprefented. Aufonzus has elegantly 
diftinguifl’d thefe three kinds of Oratory in the following 
Verfes. | 


Dulcem in paucis ut Plifthenidem, 
Et torrentem ceu Dulichii 
; — Ningida dicta. 
Et mellite ne&tare vocis 
Dulcia fatu verba canentem 
Neftora regem. | 
a XXIX. 
Verse 278. He fpoke no more than juft the thing he ought.| 
Chapman in his Notes on this Place and on the fecond Book, 
has defcribed Menelaus as a Character of Ridicule and Sim- 


plicity. He takes advantage from the word asyéws here = 
: F ufe 
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ufe of, to interpret that of the Shrillne/s of his Voice, which 
was apply’d to the Acutene/s of his Senfe ; He obferves that 
this fort of Voice is a Mark of a Fool; that Menelaus’s com- 
ing to his Brother’s Feaft uninvited in the fecond Book has 
occafion’d a Provetb of Folly ; that the Excufe Homer him- 
felf makes for it (becaufe his Brother — forget to invite 
him thto’ much Bufinefs) is purely ironical ; that the Epithet 
desipacg which is often apply’d to him, fhould not be tranf- 
lated warlike, but one who had an Affectation of loving War, 
In fhort, that he was a weak Prince, play’d upon by others, 
fhort in Speech, and of a bad Pronunciation, valiant only by 


fits, and fometimes ftumbling upon good Matter in his 


Speeches, as may happen to the moft flender Capacity. This 
is one of the Myfteries which that Tranflator boafts to have 


found in Homer. But as it is no way confiftent with the Art 


of the Poet, to draw the Perfon in whofe behalf he engages 
the World, in fuch a manner as no Regard fhould be con- 
ceiv’'d for him; we muft endeavour to refcue him from this: 
Mifreprefentation. Firft then, the prefent Paflage is taken by 
Antiquity in general to be apply’d not to his Pronunciation, 
but his Eloquence. So Au/ontus in the foregoing Citation, and 
Cicero de clarisOratortbus: Menelaum ipfum dulcem sllum quidem 
tradit Homerus, fed pauca loquentem. And Quintshan 1.12. 
c.10. Homerus brevem cum anim jacunditate, & propriam 
(sd enim eft non errare verbis) & carentem fupervacuis, Elo- 
quentiam Menelao dedit, &c. Secondly, tho’ his coming un- 
invited may have occafion’d a jefting Proverb, it may natu- 
rally be accounted for on the Principle of brotherly Love, 
which fo vifibly characterifes both him and Agamemnon — 
throughout the Poem. ‘Thirdly, deediacs may import a 
Love of War, but not an ungrounded Affectation. Upon 
the whole, his Character is by no means contemptible, tho’ 
not of the moft fhining Nature. He is called indeed in the 
17th lhad mardancs alyuntys, a foft Warrior, or one whofe 
Strength is of the fecond rate, and fo his Brother thought 
him when he prefer’d nine before him to fight with Hetfor 
in the 7#/ Book. But on the other hand, his Courage gives 
him a confiderable Figure in conquering Paris, defending 
the Body of Patroclus, refcuing UAffes, wounding Helenas, 
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killing Eaphorbus, &c. He is full of Refentment for his pri- 
vate Injuries, which brings him to the War with a Spirit of 
Revenge in the fecond Book, makes him blafpheme Fupiter 
in the third, when Paris efcapes him, and curfe the Grectans 
in the feventh when they hefitate to accept Heéfor’s Chal- 
lenge. But this alfo is qualify’d with a Compaffion for thofe 
who faffer in his Caufe, which he every where manifefts upon 
proper Occafions ; and with an Induftry to gratify othets, as 
when he obeys 4ax in the feventeenth Book, and goes tip 
on his Errand to find Antilochus, with fome other Condefcen- 
fions of the like nature. Thus his Charaéter is compos’d of 
Qualities which give him no utteafy Supetiority over others 
while he wants their Affiftance, and mingled with fuch as 
make him amiable enough to obtain it. : 


XXX. 


Venst 280. His modeff Eyes, &c.} This Behaviour of 
Ulyffes is copy’d by Ovid, Met. 13. 


Afiitit, atque oculos parum tellure moratos 
Sufiulit-----------~-. 


What follows in the Greek tranflated word for word rans 
thus: He feen’d like a Fool, you would have thought him mum 
a Rage, or a Madman. How oddly this would appear if our 
Language I appeal to thofe who have read Ogslby. ‘The 
whole Petiod means no more than to defetibe that Behaviout 
which is commonly remarkable in a modeft arid fenfible Mart 
who fpeaks in publick: His Diffidence and Refpe& gives him 
at his firft rifing a fort of Confufion, which is not indecent, 
and which ferves but the more to heighten the Surprize and 
Efteem of thofe who hear him. 


MX XE. 


VERSE 309. Perhaps their Swords.} This is another Stroke 
of Helen’s Concern: The Senfe of her Crime is perpetually 
afliding her, and awakes upon every occafion. The 

: Lines 
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Lines that follow wherein Homer gives us to underftand that 
Caftor and Pollux were now dead, are finely introduc’d and — 
in the Spirit of Poetry ; the Mufe is fuppos’d to know every 
thing, paft and to come, and to fee things diftant as well 
as prefent. | | 
XXXII. 


Verse 315. Mean time the Heralds, &c.| It may not be 
unpleafing to the Reader to compare the Defcription of the 
Ceremonies of the League in the following Part, with thar 
of Virgil in the twelfth Book. The Preparations, the Pro- 
ceffion of the Kings, and their Congrefs, are much more {o- 
lemn and poetical in the latter; the Oath and Adjurations 
are equally noble in both. | 


XXXII. 


VERSE 342. The curling Hair.| We have here the whole 
Ceremonial of the folemn Oath, as it was obferv’d anciently 
by the Nations our Author defcribes. I muft take this Occa- 
fion of remarking that we might {pare our felves the trouble 
of reading moft Books of Grectan Antiquities, only by being 


well vers’d in Homer. They are generally bare Tranfcripti- 


ons of him, but with this unneceflary Addition, that after 
having quoted any thing in Verfe, they fay the fame over 
again in Profe. The Autiquitates Homerice of Feithius may 
ferve as an Inftance of this. What my Lord Bacon obferves 
of Authors in general, is particularly applicable to thefe of 
Antiquities, that they write for Oftentation not for Inftruc- 
tion, and that their Works are perpetual Repetitions. 


| XXXIV. 
VERSE 361. And Age to Age record the fignal Day.| ‘Hrs 


WH eooomevois pet aewrowt méanta. This feems the natural 


Senfe of the Line, and not as Madam Dacier renders it, 
the Tribute fhall be paid to the Pofterity of the Greeks for 
ever. I think fhe is fingle in that Explication, the Ma- 
jority of the Interpreters taking it to fignify that the Victo- 
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ry of the Grecsans and this Pecuniary Acknowledgment 
fbould be recorded to all Pofterty, If it means any more 
than this, at leaft it cannot come up to the Senfe Madam 
Dacier gives it; for a Nation put under perpetual Tribute 


is rather enflaved, than received to Friendfhip and Alliance, . 
which are the Terms of Agamemnon’s Speech. It: feems ra- 


ther to be a Fine demanded as a Recompence for the Ex- 
pences of the War, which being made over to the Greeks 


fhould remain to thesr Poftertty for ever, that is to fay, which . . 


they fhould never be molefted for, or which fhould never be 
redemanded in any Age as a Cafe of Injury. The Phrafe is the 
fame we ufe at this Day, when any Purchafe or Grant is at 


once made over to a Man and his Heirs for ever. With this 
will agree the Scholaf’s Note, which tells us tie Mul& was - 


reported to have been half the Goods then in the befieg’d 
City. . eA 


XXXV. 


Verse 364. The Chief the tender Viitims flew.) One of ; 


the grand Objections which the Ignorance of fome Moderns 
has rais’d againft Homer, is what they call a Defect in the 
Manners of his Heroes. They are fhock’d to find his Kings 
employ’d in fuch Offices as flaughtering of Beafts, &c. But 
they forget that facrificing was the moft folemn Aé of Re- 
ligion, and that Kings of old in moft Nations were alfo 


Chief-Priefts. This, among other Objections of the fame 


kind, the Reader may fee anfwered in the Preface. 


XXXVI. 


VERSE 433. Give me, great Jove.|. Homer puts 4 Prayer 


inthe Mouth of Menelaus, but none in Paris's: Menelaus is the 
Perfon injur’d and innocent, and may therefore apply to God 
for Juftice ; but Paris who is the Criminal, remains filent. 
Spondanus. : 7 
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. Verse 447. The brittle Steel, unfarthful to his Hand, Broke 
fhort---—This Verfe is cut. to expres the Thing. it defcxibes, 
the {napping fhort of the Sword. *Tis the Obfervation of 
Exfathws on this Ling of the Original, shag we.do not only 
fee the AGion, but imagine we hear the Sound of the break- 
iag Sword in that of the Words. Tedd te a reread diareudper 
tyrege. ysiots. And that Homer defign’d it, May appear from 
his having twice put in the Gyre. (which was a Letter unne- 
ceffary) to caufe this Harfhnefs in the Verfe.. As this Beauty 
goald not be preferv'd in our Language, it is endeavour’d in 
the Tranflation to fupply it with fomething parallel. .. _ 
XXXVIII. 

Verse 479. The Goddefi fofthy fhook, &c.| Venus having 
convey’d Paris in Safety to his Chamber, goes to Helena 
who had been Spectator of his Defeat, in order to draw her 
ta his Love. The better to bying this about, fhe firft. rakes 
upon her the a ge Form in the World, that af a fa- 
vourite Servant-Maid, and awakens her Paflion by reprefenting 
to her the beautiful Figure of his Perfon. Next afluming her 
own Shape fhe frightens her into 2 Complyance, notwith~ 
ftanding all the Struggles of Shame, Fear, and Anger, which. 
break out in her Speech to the Goddefs, This Machine is 
Allegorical, and means no more than the Power of Lave: tri- 
um Fing over all the Confiderations of Honour, Eafe, and 
Safery. It has an excellent. Effe@& as to the Poem, in pre- 
ferving ftill in fome degree our good Opinion of Helena, 
whom we look upon with Compaffion as canftrain’d by a fu- 
perior Power, and whofe ci ok to jaftify her in the — 
Kye of.the Reader, .- 


— XXXIX, | 
Verse 487. She /poke, and Helen’s fecret Soul was mov'd.] 


Nothing is more fine than this; the firft Thought of Parss’s 
Beauty 


the Turrpv Book. 


Beauty overcomes (unawares to herfelf) the Contempt. the 
had that Moment conceiv’d of him upon his Overthrow. 
This Motion is but natural, and before fhe perceives the 
Deity. When the Affections of a Woman have been tho- 
roughly gained, tho’ they may be alienated for a while, they 
foon return upon her. Homer dsew (fays Madam Dacier) 
what a Woman is capable of, who had once lov'd. 


XL. 


- Vurse so7. For me, to lawlefs Love no longer led, I ftorn the 
Couiar'd.|) Wehave here another Branch of the Female Charae- 
ter, which is, to be ruled in their Attaches by Succef?; Helen 
finding theVictory belong’d to Menelaus, accufes herfelf fecretly 
of having forfaken him for the other, andimmediately entertains 
a high Opinion of the Man fhe had once defpifed. One may 
add that the Fair Sex are generally Admirers of Courage, and 
naturally Friends to great Soldiers. Paris was no Stranger 
to this Difpofition in them, and had formerly endeavour’d to 
give her that Opinion of himfelf; as appears from her Re- 
proach to him afterwards.§ _ 7 
—  - XLI. 

- Vexss 515. Should Venus leave thee, ev'ry Charm muff 
fy.) This was the moft dreadful of all Threats, Lofs of Beauty 


and of Reputation. Helen who had been Proof-to the per- 
fonal Appearance of the Goddefs, and durft even reproach 


her with Bitterncfs juft. before, yields to this, and obeys alt 


the: Diétates of Love. 
XLO. . 


— Veass 531. She tardd away Her glowing Eyes.| This In-. 


terview of the two Lovers, .plac’d oppofice to each other 


and over-look’d by Menus, Paris gazing on Helena, fhe 
turning away her Eyes (hining at once with Anger and Love, 
are Particulars finely drawn, and painted up to all the Life 


of Nature. Haffathews imagines fhe look’d afide in the Con- 


{cioufnefs — 
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ry: 


| OBSERVATIONS on 
{cioufnefs of her own Weaknefs, as apprehending that the 
Beauty of Parss might caufe her to relent. Her burfting 
out into Paffion and Reproaches while fhe is in this State of 
Mind, is no ill Picture of Frailtry: Venus (as Madam Da-- 


cier obferves) does not leave her, and Fondnefs will imme- 
diately fucceed to thefe Reproaches, 


XLII. 


VERSE 543. Ab cease, devinely fair.| This Anfwer of Pa- 
ris is the’ only one he could poffibly have made with any 
Succefs in his Circumftance. There was no other Method 
to reconcile her to him but that which is generally moft 
powerful with the Sex, and which Homer (who was Learned 
every way) here makes ufe of. 


XLIV. 


Verse 553. When firf entrancd im Cranaé’s [/le.] It is in 
the Original Niecy & &v Keavas éulyny Qiddtyn, 4 evi. The 
true Senfe of which is exprefs’d in the Tranflation. I cannot 
but take notice of a {mall Piece of Pruderie in Madam Da- 
cer, who is exceeding careful of Helen’s CharaGter. She 
turns this Paflage as if Pars had only her Confent to be ber 
Husband in this Ifland. Paxufanias explains this Line in ano- 
ther manner, and tells us it was here that Parts had firft 
the Enjoyment of her, that in Gratitude for his Happinefs he 
baile a Temple of Venus Migon:tis, the Mingler or Coupler, 
and that the neighbouring Coaft where it was erected was. 
call’'d Migonzan from pryiiva, a mifcendo. Pauf. Laconicis. 


XLV. 


_ Verse 551. Not thus I lov'd thee.| However Homer may 
be admired for his Conduct in this Paflage, I find a general 
Outcry againft Pars on this Occafion. Plutarch has led: 
the way in his Treatife of reading Poets, by remarking it as. 
a. moft heinous A& of Incontinence in him to go to Bed to. 
his Lady in the Day-time. Among the Commentators _ 

4 mo 
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moft violent is the moral Expofitor Spondanus, who will not 
- fo much as allow him to fay a civil thing to Helen. Mollss, 
effeemimatus, & fpurcus ille adulter, nihil de libidine fua immi- 
nutum dicit, fed nunc mags ea corripi quam unquam alias, ne 
quidem cum primum ea ipfi dedit (Eatin ita recté exprimunt 
To loryeotes in re venerea) sm Infula Cranaé. Cum alogui ho- 
mines primi concubitas foleant effe ardentiores. 1 could not 
deny the Reader the Diverfion of this Remark, nor Sponda- 
uus the Glory of his Zeal, who was but two and twenty when 
it was written. Madam Dacier is alfo very fevere upon Pa- 
vis, but for a Reafon more natural:to a Lady. She is of 
Opinion that the Paffion of the Lover would {carce have been 
fo exceffive as he here defcribes it, but for fear of lofing his 
Miftrefs immediately, as forefeeing the Greeks would demand 
her. One may anfwer to this lively Remark, that Paris 
having nothing to fay for himfelf, was obliged to teftify an 
uncommon Ardour for his Lady, at a time when Compli- 
ments were to pafs inftead of Reafons. I hope to be excus’d 
if (in Revenge for her Remark upon our Sex) I obferve up- 
on the Behaviour of Helen throughout this Book, which gives 
a pretty natural Picture of the Manners of theirs. We fee 
her-firft in Tears, repentant, cover’d with Confufion at the 
fight of Priam, and fecretly inclin’d to return to her 
former Spoufe. The Difgrace of Paris increafes her Dif- 
like of him; fhe rails, fhe reproaches, fhe wifhes his Death ; 
and after all, is prevail’d upon by one kind Compliment, 
and yields to his Embraces. Methinks when this Lady’s Ob- 
fervation and mine are laid together, the beft that can be 
made of them is to conclude, that fince both the Sexes have 
their Frailties, it would be well for each to forgive the 
other. 


It is worth looking backward, to obferve the Allegory here 
carry’d on with refpect to Helena, who lives thro’ this whole 
Book in a Whirl of Paffions, and is agitated by turns with 
Sentiments of Honour and Love. The Goddeffes made ufe 
of to caft the Appearance of Fable over the Story, are Jris 
and Venus. When Helen is call’d to the Tower to behold 
her former Friends, Jrés the Meflenger of Funo (the Goddefs 

| H of 
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of Honour) is fent for her; and when invited to the Bed- 
Chamber. of Paris, Venus is to beckon her out of the Com- 
pany. ‘The Forms they take to carry on thefe different Af- 
fairs, are properly chofen: the one affuming the Perfon. of 
the Daughter of Autenor, who prefs’d: moft for her being re- 
ftor’d to Menelaus; the other the Shape of. an old Maid, 
who was privy to the Intrigue. with Paris from the begin- 
ning. And in the Confequences, as the one infpites the 
Love of her. former Empire, Friends and Country; fo the 
other inftills the Dread of being caft off by all if the for~ 
fook her fecond Choice, and caufes the Return of her Ten- 
dernefs to Paris. But if fhe. has a Struggle for Hoxour, 
fhe is in a Bondage to Love; which gives the Story its Turn 
that way, and makes /exus oftner appear than /ris. There 
is in one Place:a Lover to be protected, in another a Love- 
Quarrel to be made up, in both which the Goddefs is kindly 
oficious. She conveys Paris to Troy when he had efcap’d 
the Enemy; which may hint his Love for his Miftrefs, that 
hurry’d him away-to juftify himfelf before her. She foftens 
and terrifies Helen, in order to make up the Breach between 
them: And even when that Affair is finifhed, we do not find 
the Poet difmiffes her from the Chamber, whatever Privacies 
the Lovers had a mind to: In which Circumftance he feems to 
draw afide the Veil of his Allegory, and to let. the Reader at 
laft into this Meaning of it, that the Goddefs of Love has 
een all the while nothing more than the Paffion of it. 
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The ARGUMEN T. 


The Breach of the Truce, and the firft Battel. 


HE Gods deliberate in Council concerning the Trojan 

War: They agree upon the Continuation of st, and 

Jupiter fends down Minerva to break the Tiuce. She 
perfuades Pandarus to aim an Arrow at Menelaus, who is 
wounded, but cured by Machaon. In the mean time fome of the 
Trojan 7roops attack the Greeks, Agamemnon ss diftinguifbed 
sm all the Parts of a good General; he reviews the Troops and 
exhorts the Leaders, fome by Prasfes and others by Reproofs. 
Neftor is —_—- celebrated for his military Difcipline:. 
The Battel joins, and great Numbers are flain on both fides. 
The fame Day continues thro this, as thro the laft Book 
(as st does alfo thro’ the two following, and almoft to the end of 
the feventh Book.) The. Scene ts wholly in the Field before 
Troy. | 
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THE 


‘FOURTH BOOK 


O Ff TH E. 


L iL I A D 


" ND’ now Olympus’ thining Gates urifold ;. 
The Gods, with Fove, affume their Thrones of. 
Immortal Hebe, freth with Bloom Divine, ~ [C°!4:..- 
The :golden Goblets crowns with Purple Wine: 
While the full Bowls flow round, the Pow’rs employ P 
Their careful Eyes ont long-contended Troy. - 


When Fove, difpos’d to tempt Saturnid’s Spleen, 
Thus wak’d the Fury. of his partial Queen. | 
Two Pow’rs Divine the Son of Atreus aid, 
Imperial ‘funo, and the Martial Maid; ~ 
But high in Heav’n they fit, and gaze from far, 
The tame Spectators of his Deeds of War. 

es A ° Not 


HOMER’ ILIAD. BooxIV. 
Not thus fair Venus helps her favour’d Knight, 
The Queen of Pleafures fhares the [oils of F ight, 
13Each Danger wards, and conftant in her Care 
Saves in the Moment of the laft Defpair. 
Her Act has refcu’d Paris’ forfeit Life, 

Tho’ great Atrides gain’d the glorious Strife. 

Then fay ye Pow’rs! what fignal Iffue waits 
20 To crown this Deed, and finifh all the Fates: ? 

Shall Heav’n by Peace the bleeding Kin edoms {pare, 
Or rowze the Furies and awake the War? 

Yet; would the Gods for human Good provide, 
Atrides foon might gain his beauteous Bride, — 

25Still Priam’s Walls in peaceful Honours grow, 
And. thro’ his Gates the crowding Nations flow. 

_ Thuswhile he fpoke, the Queen of Heav’n enrag’d 
And Queen of War, in clofe Confult engag’d. 
Apart they fit, their deep Defigns employ, 

30And meditate the future Woes of Tray. 
Tho’ fecret Anger fwell’d Mznerva’s Breatt, 
The prudent Goddefs yet her Wrath fuppreft; . 
But ‘funo, impotent of Paflion, broke 
Her fullen Silence, and with Fury fpoke. 
4 Shall 
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or 


My Scheines, itiy Labours, and my Hopes be vain? 
Have I, for this, fhook [ion with Alarms, | 
Affembled N ations, fet two Worlds in Arms? 
To fpread the War, I flew from Shore to Shore : 
Th’ Immortal Courfers fcarce the Labour bore. 40 
At length, ripe Vengeance o’er their Heads impends, 
But ‘fove humfelf the faithlefs Race defends : 
Loth as thou art to punith lawlefs Luft, 
Not all the Gods are partial and unjuft, 

The Sire whofe Thunder fhakes the cloudy Skies, 45 
Sighs from his inmoft Soul, and thus replies ; 
Oh lafting Rancour! oh infatiate Hate 
To Phrygia’s Monarch, and the Phrygzan State! 
What high Offence has fir’'d the Wife of Fove, — 
Can wretched Mortals harm the Pow’rs above, _—e 
That7 roy,and7 rey swholeRacethouwoud’ft confound, 
And yon’ fair Structures level with the Ground 2 
Hafte, leave the Skies, fulfil thy ftern Defire, 
Burft all her Gates, and wrap her Walls in Fire! 
Let Priam bleed! If yet thou thirft for more, 55 
Bleed all his Sons, and [lion float with Gore, 

| To 
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‘To, boundlefs Vengeance the wide Realm be giv’n, 
Till vaft Deftruction glut the Queen of Heav’n -_ 
So let it be, and ‘fove his Peace enjoy, | 
6o When Heav’n no longer hears the Name of Troy. 
But fhould this Arm prepare to wreak our Hate 
.; On thy lov’d Realms whofe Guilt demands their Fate, 
Prefume not thou the lifted Bolt to ftay, 
Remember Troy, and give the Vengeance way. 
65 For know, of all the num’rous Towns that rife 
Beneath the rowling Sun, and ftarry Skies, 
. Which Gods have rais’d, or Earth-born Men enjoy ; 
None ftands fo dear to ‘ove as facred Troy. : 
No Mortals merit mere ‘diftinguifh’d Grace | 
7° Than Godlike Priam, or than Priam’s Race. 
Still to our Name their Hecatombs expire, 
-And Altars blaze with unextinguifh’d Fire. 
- At this the Goddefs roll’d her radiant Eyes, 
Then on the Thund’rer fix’d them, and replies. ~ 
75 Three Towns are fano’s on the Grecian Plains, 
More dear than all th’ extended Earth contains, . - 
Mycene, Argos, and the Spartan Wall; .. - 
Thefe thou may’ft raze, nor I forbid their Fall: - 
J. 3 Tis 
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Tis not in me the Vengeance to remove; _ 

The Crime’s fufficient that they fhare my Love. 80 
Of Pow’r fuperior why fhould I complain > 

Refent I may, but muft refent in vain. 

Yet fome Diftinction Frio might. require, 

Sprung, with thy felf, from dae Celeftial Sire,” 
A Goddefs born to fhare the Realms above, —s 85 
And ftyl’d the Confort of the’ thund’ring Jove. 
Nor thou a Wife and Sifter’s Right deny ; 

Let both confent, and both by turns comply: 

So fhall the Gods our’ jomt Decrees obey, 
And Heay’n fhal] act as we. dire the way. 9° 
See ready Pa#as waits thy high Commands, | 
To raife in Arms the Greek and Phrygian Bands ; 
Their fudden Friendfhip by her Arts may ceafe, 
And the proud Tyojans firft infringe the Peace. 

The Sire of Men and Monarch of the Sky 95 
Th’ Advice approv’d, and bade Minerva fly, 
Diffolve the League, and all her Arts employ 
To make the Breach the faithlefs At of Trey. 

Fir'd with theCharge, fhe head-long urg’d herF light, 
And fhot like Light’ning from Olympus’ Haight. . 10 


~— 
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As the red.Comet from Saturnius fent 
To-fright the Nations with a dire Portent, 
(A fatal Sign to Armies on the. Plain, 
Or trembling Sailors‘on the wintry Main) 
105 With {weeping Glories glides along in Air, 
And .fhakes the Sparkles from its blazing Hair: 
Between both Armies thus,. in open Sight, 
Shot the bright Goddefs in a Trail of Light. 
With Eyes erect the. gazing Hofts admire 
110 The Pow’r. defcending, and the Heav’ns on Fi ire! tL 
The Gods: (they cry’d) the Gods this gee fent, . 
c2?And Fate now labours with fome vaft Event: . 
Fove feals the League, or bloodier Scenes prepares ; 
Tove, the great Arbiter of Peace and Wars! 
115 They faid, while Palas thro’ the 7 rojan Throng 
(In Shape a Mortal) pafs’d difguis’d along. . 
Like bold Laédocus, her Courfe the bent, 
Who from Antenor trac’d his high Defcent. 
Amidft the Ranks Lycaén’s Son the found, 
120 Lhe warlike Pandarus, for Stren eth renown’d ; 
Whofe Squadrons, led from black Alfepus’ Flood, 
:. With flaming Shields in martial Circle ftood. _ 
oe a To 
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To him the GoddefS: “Phrygian! can’ft thou hear. 
A '‘well-tim’d'Counfel with a willing Ear? 
"What Praife were thine, cou’d’ft thou direct thy Dart 
Amidft. his Triumph to the Spartan’s Heart?) ©°: 125 
What Gifts from Troy, from Paris wou’d’ft thou | gain, 
Thy Country’s Foe, the Grecian Glory flain? — - 
Then feize th’ Occafion,. dare the mighty Deed; | 
Aim at his Breaft, and may that Aim-fucceed!. 
But firft, to fpeed the’ Shaft, addrefs thy Vow. . 
To Lyczan Phebus with the Silver Bow, 
And {wear the Firftlings of thy Flock'to pay - 
On Zelia’s Altars, to the God of Day. - 

He heard, and madly at the Motion’ pleas’d,; - 
His polifh’d Bow with hafty Rafhnefs feiz’d. © 135 
Twas form’d of Horn, and fmooth’d with artful Toul ; 

A Mountain Goat refign’d the fhining Spoil, 
Who peirc’d long fince beneath his Arrows bled ; .. 
The ftately Quarry on the Cliffs lay dead, : 7 
And fixteen Palms his Brows large Honours fpread : 
The Workman join’d, and fhap’d the bended Horns, 
And beaten Gold each a Point adorns bes 


130 


This, 
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This, by the Greeks wafeen, the Warrior bends, 


145Screen’d by the Shields of his furrouoding Friends 


There meditates the Mark ; and conching low, 

. Fits the fharp Arrow to the well-ftrung Bow. 
One from a hundred feather’d Deaths he chofe, 
Fated to wound, and Caufe of future Woes | | 

150 Lhen offers Yows with Hecatombs to crown — 
Apolo’s Altars in his Native Town. 


Now with full Force the yielding Horn he iiaile 


Drawn to an Arch, and joins the doubling Ends ; 
Clofe to his Breaft he ftrains the Nerve below, 
155’ Till the barh’d Point approach the circling Bow ; 

Th’ impatient Weapon’ whizzes on the Wing, 


- Sounds the toughHorn,and twangs the quiv’ringString. 


But Thee, Atrides ! in that dang’rous Hour 
The Gods forget not, nor thy Guardian Pow’r. - 
160 Pallas affifts, and (weaken’d in its Force) 
Diverts the Weapon from the deftin’d Courfe. 
Sq from her Babe, when Slumber feals his Eye, 
The watchful Mother wafts th’ envenom’d Fly. 
Juft where his Belt with golden Buckles join’d, 
16; Where Linen Folds the double Corflet lin’d, — 
ae 5 4 She 


2 v 
y i 


-BooxlV. HOMER's ILIAD. 9 


She turn’d:the Shaft, which hifling from above, 

Pafs’d the broad Belt, and thro’ the Corflet drove ; 

The Folds it pierc’d, the plaited Linen tore, 

And raz’d the Skin and drew the Purple Gore, | 

As when fome ftately Trappings are decreed, 170 

To grace a Monarch on his bounding Steed, 

A N ymph in Carza or Meonza bred, 

Stains the pure Iv’ry with a lively Red ; 

With equal Luftre various Colours vie, 

The fhining Whitenefs and the T’yrzan Dye. 175 

So, great Atrides! fhow’d thy facred Blood, — 

Asdown thy friowieThigh diftill’d the ftreamingF lood. 

With Horror feiz’d, the King of Mén defcry’d 

The Shaft infix’d, aud faw the gufhing Tide: 

Nor lefs the Spartan fear’d,: before he found 180. 

The fhining Barb appear above the ‘Wound. 

Then, with a Sigh that heav’d his manly Breaft, 

The Royal Brother thus his Grief expreft, 

And grafp’d his Hand-; while all the Greeks around 

With!anfwering Sighs return’d the plaintive Sound. 185 
Oh: dear as Life! did I for. this agree 

The folemn Truce, # fatal Truce to thee! 

ain C Wert 
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Wert thou expos’d to all the hoftile Train, 
To fight for Greece, and conquer to be flain? 

190 The Race of Trojaus in thy Ruin join, 

And Faith is fcorn’d by all the peryur’d Line. 

:. Not thus our Vows, confirm’d with Wine and Gore, 
Thofe Hands we plighted, and thofe Oaths we fwore, 
Shall all be vain: When Heav’n’s Revenge is flow, 

_195fove but prepares to. {trike the fiercer Blow. 
The Day fhall come, ‘that great avenging Day, 

‘ Which T7ey’s: proud Glories in the Duft fhall lay, 

When Priam’s Pow’rs and Priam’s {elf ‘fhall fall, 
And one prodigious Ruin {wallow All. - , 

rool fee the God, already, from the Pole 
Bare ‘his red. Atm; and bid the: Thunder roll: 

-.. fee th’ Eternal all: his Fury thed, _ 
And fliake his xFgis;o’er their guilty Head... 
Such mighty Woes 6h, peryur’d Princes wait; --- j 

205 But thou, alas! defery’ft a happiet. Fate, 

Sall muft [morn the Period of thy Days... i, 

-- And.only mourn, ‘witheut my’ Share of Praife?: 
Depriv’d of. thee, the, Reartlefs Greeks no mora> 
Shall dream of Conquefts of the hoftile Shore; '- 

- 2 Troy 
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Troy feiz'd of Helen, and our Glory loft, ~ 2r0 
Thy Bones fhall moulder on a foreign Coaft : 

While fome proud Trojan thus infulting cries, 

(And {purns the Duft where Menelaus lies) 

“ Such are the Trophies Greece from {/zon brings, 

« And fuch the Conquefts of her King of Kings! 215 
“ Lo his proud Veffels {catter’d-o’er the Main, 

« Ard unreyeng’d, his mighty Brother flain. 

Oh! e’re that-.dire Difgrace fhall blaft:my Fame, , 


Overwhelm me, ‘Earth!:and hide a Monarch’s Shame. 


‘He faid : A Leader’s'and a Brother’s Fears 0 
Poffefs ‘his Soul; which: thus ‘the Spartan chears: 
Let not thy ‘Words the Warmth of Greece abate ;: 

The feeble Daft-is guiltlefs of my Fate: 9 -/. 
Stiff -with the rich embroider’d- Work ‘around, | - 
My vary’d Belt: repell’d the flyiig Wound.» ': 225 
- To.whom the King: . My Brother and: my Friend, 
Thus,-dlways ‘thus, may-Heav’n thy Life defend! 


Now feék fome skilful Hand whofe pow’rful Art 


May ftanch th’ Effufion and-extract the Dart. — 
Herald ‘be fwift, and bid: Machasn bring 230 


Pierc’d 
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Pierc’d with a winged Shaft (the Deed of Troy) 
The Greczan’s Sorrow, and the Dardan’s Joy. 
With hafty Zeal the fwift Talthybius flies ; 

235 [hro’ the thick Files he darts his fearching Eyes, 
And finds Machain, where fublime he ftands 
In Arms encircled with his native Bands. 

Then thus: Machaon, to the King repair, 
His wounded Brother claims thy timely Care ; 
240Pierc'd by fome Lycian or Dardanian Bow, 
A Grief to us, a Trrumph to the Foe. | 
The heavy Tidings griev’d the Godlike Man ; 
Swift to his Succour thro’ the Ranks.he ran: ~ 
The dauntlefs King yet {tanding “firm:he found, 

245 And all the Chiefs in deep Concern .around.° 
Where to the fteely Point the Reed. was jom’d, 
The Shaft he drew, but left the Head behind. © 
Strait the broad Belt with gay Embroid’ry grac’d 
He. loos’d ;. the Corflet from his Breaft unbrac’d ; 

2so L hen fuck’d the Blood, and Sov’reign Balm infus’d, 
Which Chiron gave, and AXfculapius us'd. | 

While round thePrince theGreeks employ theirCare, 
The Trojans rufh tumultuous to the War; _ 


' Once 
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Once more they glitter in refulgent Arms, 
Once more the Fields are fill’d with dire Alarms, 25, 
Nor had you feen the King of Men appear 
Confus’d, unactive, or furpriz’d with Fear; 
But fond of Glory, with fevere Delight, © | 
His beating Bofom claim’d the rifing Fight. ; :' 
No longer with his warlike Steeds he ftay’d; ‘': ' 260 
Or prefs’d the Car with polith’d Brafs inlay’d; 
But left Eurymedon the Reims. to guide; © °° 
The fiery Courfers fnorted at his fide.: 
On Foot thro’ all the ‘martial Ranks he' moves,. 
And thefe encourages, and thofe reproves. «<-> ++ 265 
Brave Men! ‘he cries’ (to fuch who: baldly :dare 
Urge their {wift Steeds to face the coming ee 
Your ancient Valour on the Foes approve ;: .' 
Jove is with Greece; and: let us-truft-'m !Fove:: 1°. 
"Tis not for us, but guilty Troy to dread, . o217:*:270 | 
Whofe Crimés fit heavy on; her perjur’d Head; 
Her Sons and Matrons Greece ‘fhall Jéead -in. Chaiss} 
And her dead Warriors {trow. the mournful -Pl4ins. ad 
Thus with new Ardour he the Brave ADE USSy 0 e 
Or ‘thus the: fearful with Reproaches ‘fires... ,,,-1).. 275 
D Shame 
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Shame ta your Country, Scandal of -your Kind ! 
-:. Born tothe ‘Fate’ ye well deferve to-find! -: 
Why ftand-ye: gazing round the dreadful: Plain, 
Prepar’d for Fight, but doom’d to fly in vain? © 
280 Confus’d and panting, thus, the hunted Deer’: - 
Falls as he flies, a Victim to-bus Fear. — 

- Seill ninft Ye wait the Foes, and ftill retire, | 
’Till yon’ tall Veflels blaze with Trojan Fire? | 
Or truft ye, fave ea valiant Foe fhall chace, ; . 

\e85 To fave a trembling, heartlefs, daftard Race? 
 "Fhis faid,' he flalk’d with ample Strides along; 
© - To Crete’s brave Monarch and his martial — 
High at their: Head he faw the Chief appear; 
And’ bo}d.Meriones excite the Rear. © 
290 At this the King his gen’rous Joy. expreft, 
And clafp'd ‘the Warrior to his armed Breaft.  ~ 
- Divine [dameneus ! what Thanks we owe - 
To Worth like thine 2? what Praife thall we beftow 2 
To thee the foremoft Honours. are decreed, 
295 Firft in the Fight, and ev’ry graceful Deed.’ - 
For this, in Banquets when the gen’rous Bowls 

Reftore our Blood; and -raife the Warrior's Souls, — 

§ Bie. | | Tho’ 
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Tho’ all. the reft with ftated Rules we bound,:). .~ 
Unmix’d, unmeafur’d are thy Goblets crown’d, 0) 
Be ftill thy-felfy in Arms a’ mighty Name2e — 300 
Maintain thy Honours, and enlarge thy Fame;i: ++ 

‘Yo whom the Cretan: thus his Speech.addreft ;* 
Secure. of me; O King! exhort the reff: °° 93 bal... 
Fix’d ta thy Side, in ev'ry "Toil: FE thare, ea) 
Thy firm Affeciate in'the Day of Wake? 200\~ qa 
But let the Signal be this Moment giv’; 044 
To mix in Fight is alt T ask of Heay’n; ° 
The-Field fhall prove how Perjuries fuicceed, ° 
And Chains ov Death avenge their impious Dee - 

Charm'd withthisHeat, theKimg his Courfe parfues, 310 
And next the Troops of either: Ajax views; > * aire 
In:one fiem Orb the Bands were. rang'd ‘around, 
A Cloud of Heroes blacken’d alk thé Ground)!!! 
Thus: from the Jofty! Promontoty’s Brow eh 
A Swain furveys' the ath’rine ‘Storm’ ‘below 32°" "315 
Slow fromthe Main the heavy Vapomiy! tite!!! 
Spread. in dim Stréams,: and! fait along ‘the Skies, 
"Till blackas Night the fwelling. "Femnpeft ‘hows, ; 
The Cloud condenfing as the Welt-Wiad: Blows) 

" : | He 


~~, 
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j20 He dreads th’ impending Storm, and drives his: Flock 
To the clofe Covert of an arching Rock. ~~ 
Such, and fo thick, th’ embattel’d Squadrons f{tood, 
With Spears erect, a moving Iron Wood ; 
A fthady Light was fhot from glimm’ring Shields, 
32s And their brown Arms obfcur’d the dusky Fields. 
O Heroes! worthy fuch a dauntlefs ‘Tram, ; 

».¢ Whofe Godlike Virtue we but urge in vain, _ 
(Exclaim’d the King’) who:raife your eager Bands 
With great ‘Examples more than loud Commands. 

30 Ah would the Gods but breathe in all the reft 
Such: Souls:as burn in your exalted Breaft! = 

: : Soon fhould our Arms with juft ‘Succefs be crown’d, 
And T7roy’s proud Walls lie {moaking on the Ground, 
Then to the next the Gen’ral bends his Courfe ;. 
335(His, Heart exults, and. glorits in his Force) * 
There rev’rend Neffor ranks his Pylian Bands, _ 
_, And. with infpiring Eloquence commands, _ 
| With. {tricteft Order fets Ins J'rain Sa - Arms, 
The Chiefs advifes, and the Soldiers: warms, 
340 Alaftor, Chromius, Flemon round him wait, - 
Bias, the good, and, Pelagon the great, 


The 


we hed -f / ——_ 
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~The Horfe and Chariots to the Front affign'd,. 
The Foot (the Strength of War) he rang’d behind ; 
The imiddle ‘Space fufpected ‘Troops fupply, txt 
Inclos’d by both, nor left the,Pow’r to Hy: - ~~ 345 
He gives Cotimand to cutb the fiery Steed, 

Nor caufe' 'Confufion, nor the Ranks ‘exceed ; . 

Before the réft let none too rafhly ride ; | 
No. Strength or Skill; but juft, in Time, be try’d: | 
The Charge once made,’ no Warrior turn the Rein, 350 
But fight, or fall; a firm, embody’d> Train. - 

He whom the Fortune of the Field fall caft 
From forth’ his Chariot, mount the next in-hafte; | 
Nor feek unpractis’d to direct the Car; | 
Content with Jav’lins to provoke the War. 355 
Our great Fore-fathers held this prudent Courfe, © 
Thus rul’d their Ardour, thus preferv’d their F oree, 

By Laws like thefe Immortal Conquetts niade, 

And Earth’s proud Tyrants low in Afhes laid. . 

So fpoke the Mafter of the martial Art, 360 
And touch’d with Tranfport great /trides’ Heart.’ 
Oh! had’ft thou Strength to match thy brave Defires, 
And Nerves to fecond. what thy Soul infpires! . 

: EK, -‘But 


17 


18 HOMER'’s ILIAD. BooxIv. 
But wafting Years that wither. huntah Race,:: ' 

365 Exhiuft thy Spirits; and thy Arms unbraces! - 
What once thou wert; oh peiennneehs be! + 

‘ And Age the'Lot of: arly Chief but‘thee. | 

Thus to th’ experien¢ °d Priticé Atrides cry ds 
He fhook his hoary ‘Locks, and thus reply’d. » 

370 Well might I Willi; cduld Mortal With renew: 
That Strength which once it boiling Youth I khew ; 
Such as I was, when Eventhalton Main - | 
Beneath thisiArm fell profttate: oni the:Plain. ° 
But Heav’n its Gifts not all at once beftows, 

375 Thefe Years with Wifdom crowns, with Adtion thofe: 
The Field of Gornbate.fits.the Young and Bold, 

:. The folemn Council beft becomes the Old: 

To you the glorious Confli@ I refign,. 
Let fage Advice, the Palm of Agé, .be mitie.- 

380 He faid. With Joy the Mohaich match’d elite 
And.found Menefthens on the dufty Shore, 

With whotn the firn Athenzan Phalanx ftands ; 
And next Ulyfes, with his Subject Bands,’ 
Remote their Forces lay, nor knew fo fat | 

385 The Peace infring’d, tor heard the Sounds of War ; 

= 4 The 
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To watch the Motion, dubious of th’ Event. o¥/ 
The. King, who faw their Squadrons yet -anmov’d, «-» 
With hafty Ardour thus the: Chiefs: réprov’d. 0 
Can: Peteas’. Son forget.a Warrior’s Part, > ':-\!i 39° 
And fears Ulyfes, skill’d in ewrgArt® 22. ort 
Why ftand you diftant, and the-reft expect 3 > 
To mix in Combate which your Telves negladt Pri 
From you "twas hop’d’ among the firft :t6 dire). 
The Shock of Armies, and commence the War.) 395 
For this yout Names ate call’d, before the ‘reft; 
To thare the Pleafures ‘of the Genial Feaft: ¢ ¢: 
And can you, Chiefs! without a Blufh flrvey.:i i - 
W hole Troops. before you Iab’ring itt’ the F tay 2 
Say, is it thus thofe’ Honours: you rdgilté?..<, :/!. 420 
The firft in Banquets; but thé laft in Fighd i+ 
Ulyjes heard; Thé Hero’s Warmth o’erfpread 
His Cheek with Blufhes; and ‘fevers, He faidis )) 
Take back th’ unjuft Reproach ! Behold we ftand’ 
Sheath’d in bright Arms, afd but expéct Comiindnd, 405 
If glorious Deeds afford thy Sual delight). 2:7’. 
Behold me plunging in the thicket: Fight) 1s? 
= 7 Then 
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Then give thy Watrior-Chief.a Wartiot’s Due, ~.’ 
Who dares to act whate’er thou dar’{t to view, 


° , Struck with his gen’rous Wrath, the King replies + 


Oh great in Action, ‘and in Council wife! : - 


~.: With ours, thy Care and Ardour are the fame, 


Nor need I to.command, nor ought to blame’. * 


Sage as‘thoy art, and learn’d in Humankind, .. | 


415 Forgive the Tranfport of a martial Mind. - | 


C 


Hafte to the Fight, fecure of juft Amends; | 


The Gods that make, thall keep the Worthy, Friends: 


He faid, and pafs’d where | great T'ydides lay, 
His Steeds and Chariots wedg’d in firm Array: 


420( The warlike Sthenelus attends his fid e) 


To whom with ftern Reproach the Monarch cry’d. 
Oh Son of Tydeus! (He, whofe Strength could tame 
The bounding Steed, in Arms a mighty Name) 
Can’{t thou, remote, the mingling Hofts defcry 


425 With Hands unactive, and a carelefs Eye? 


Not thus thy Sire the fierce Encounter fear’d ; 


- Still firft in Front the matchlefs Prince appear’d: 


What glorious Toils, what Wonders they recite, 
Who view’d him lab’ring thro’ the Ranks of Fight! 
_ 1 faw 
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I faw him once, when gath’ring martial Pow’rs — 430 
A peaceful Gueft, he fought Mycene’s Tow’rs; 
Armies he ask’d, and Armies had been giv’n, | 

Not we deny’d, but “fove forbad from Heav’n ; 
While dreadful: Comets. glaring from afar 
Forewarn’d the Horrors of the Theban War. . 435 
Next, fent by Greecé fron where A/opus flows, 

A fearlefs Envoy he approach’d:the Foes; — 

Thebes’ hottile Walls, - unguarded andijalone, 3... ° 
Dauntlefs he enters, and demands the Throne;: : 
The Tyrant: feafting with his Chiefs ‘he found, . 440 
And dai’d to-Combate .all thofe Chiefs around ; “ 
Dar’d, and fubdu’d, before their ‘haughty: Lord-;.. 
For Pallas ftrung. his:Arm,. arid edg’d' his Sword. _ 
Stung with the Shame, within: the. winding Way, 

To bar Ins Paflage fifty Warriors layi;.:i: © 44s 
Two: Heroes. ledthe fecret Squadronion,? fo. 
Men the fictte,! aid hardy ‘Eijcopbon 5° 

 Thofe ‘fifty. flaughter’d in. the gloomy: Vale, 

He fpar’d but!one to bear the dreadful. ‘Tale. — 

Such Tydeus:was, arid:fuch his martial Fire; © 450 
‘Gods! how the Son degen’rates from the Sire? 
a F _ No 
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No Words the Godlike Diomed return’d, : ~ 
But heard refpectful, and in ‘fecret burn’d : 
Not fo fierce Capaneus’ undaunted Son, 

455 Stern: as. his ‘Sire, the Boafter thus begun. 

What needs, O Monarch, this invidious Praife, 

. Our felves to leflen, while our. Sires you raife? 
Dare.to be jult, Atrides! and confefs 
Our Valour equal, ‘tho’ our Fury lefs, . . 

460 With fewer ‘Troops we ftorm’d the Theban Wall, 
And happier; faw the Sev’nfold City fall. =~ 

-. In impious: Acts the ‘guilty Fathers dy’d ; 

The Sons ifubdu’d, for Heav’n. was on: their fide. 
Far: more. than Heirs of all our Parent’s Fame, 
465 Our Glories‘darken their diminifh’d: Name... “. | 
To him: T'ydides. thus. My Friend forbear, — 

_. Supprefs thy: Paffion;: and the King: revere: = 
His high Concern:-may. well ‘excufé this. Rdge, 
Whofe Caufe weé:follaw,; and whofe War -we wage; 

470 His the firl¥ Praife! were: Lton’s ‘Tow’rk o’erthrown, 
And, .1f. we :faul,:.the chief: Difgraces his.own:’:: a 

- Let him the! Greeks to hardy: Toils:excite 3 i). 
"Tis ours, to labour: in the glorious:Fight: °:° 
ce. 4 a He 
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He {poke, and ardent, on the trembling G?oiind ? 
Sprung from this Car ; -his ringing Arms refound, +475 


Dire was the Clang, and dreadful from afat; 


Of arm’d Tydides rufhing to the War.” 

As when the Winds, afcending by degtees, . 

Firft move the whiteriing Surface ofthe Seas, - 

The Billows float in:order to. the Shore, . .% "| * 480 
The Wave behind tolls on: the Wave ‘before ; ~ 

Till, with. the growing Stotm, the Deeps arife;i 
Foam o’er the Rocks, and: thurider to the: Skies." 

So to the Fight thé thick Battalions throng, ©.» + 


_ Shields'urg’d on Shields, and Men drove Men along: 485 


Sedate and filent move the num’rots Bands +: ~ 
No Sound, no Whifper, but their Chiefs Cortiniands, 
Thofe only heard ; with Awe the ref€ obey, © 


_ As if fome ‘God. had ‘fnatch’d their Voice away. + 


Not fo the Trojans, from their Hooft aftends a 
A gen’ral Shout thaf-all the Region rends.- 
As'when the fleecy, F locks unnumber’d ftarid ~ 

In wealthy Folds, and‘ wait the Milker’s Hand, - 
The hollow Vales incelfant Bleating fills, -.° 5 ¢/. 
The-Lambs reply from all the neighb’ring’ Hills: 495 
bes Such 
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Such Clamours rofe from various Nations round, 
_- Mix’d was the Murmur, arid confus’d the Sound. 
Each Hoft now joins, and each a God infpires, — 
Thefe Mars incites, and thofe Minerva. fires, 
sco Pale Flight around, and dreadful Terror reign ; 
And Difcord raging bathes the purple Plain: _ 
 .Difcord! dire Sifter of the flaught’ring Pow’r, 
Small at her Birth, but rifing ev’ry Hour, — 
While fearce the Skies her horrid Head: can bound, 
sos She {talks on Earth, and fhakes the World around : 
The Nations bleed, where-e’er her Steps the turns, 
--. Fhe.Groan {till deepens, and the Combate ‘buns, ~ 
Now Shield with Shield, with Helmet Helmet clos’d; 
To. Armour Armour, Lance to Lance oppos’d, 
510 Hoft againft Hoft with fhadowy Squadrons drew, 
The founding, Darts in [ron Tempetts flew, 
_Vidtors and: VYanquifh’d join promifcuyqus Cries, 
And fhrilling Shouts and dying Groans.arife ; 


With f{treaming Blood the flipp’ry Fields are’ dy 'd, 


515 And ‘flanghter’d Heroes {well the dreadful ‘Tide. 
As Torrents roll, increas’d by num’tous Rills, 


. With aietiail impetuous down their ecchoing Hills ; 
2 | Rufh 
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Ruth to the Vales, and pour’d, along: the Plain’. o 
Roar thro’ a thoufand Chanels to the Main: ::i 
The diftant Shepherd trembling hears the Sound: 520 
So mix both Hofts, and fo their Cries rome “ 

The bold Autilochus.the Slaughter led; - 
The firft who' ftrcok ‘a. valiant: er dead : 
At great Echepolus ‘the Lance arrives, 
Raz’d his high Creft,. and ‘thro’ his Helmet drives, 526 
Warmd in the Brain:the brazen Weapon lies, 
And: Shades Eternial fettle o'er. his Eyes, bP 
So finks a Tow’t, that long Affaults. had flood 2. 
Of Foreé. and Fire ‘its Walls: befmear’d with Blood.. 
Him, the bold * Leader of th’: 4bantian Throng «530 * Eiphe- 
Seiz’d. to defpoil; and. drage’d the Corps along.’ * 
But while he ftrove to tug th’ inferted ‘Dart,.."::- 
Agenor’s Jav’lin reach’d the: Hero’s Heart. © 2) 0) 33; 
His Flank, unguarded by his aimple-Shield, : > : 
Admits thé Lance: He falls; and fpurns the Field:;s35 
The Nerves unbrac’d: fupport ‘his Liribs no! more 5° 
The Soul comes floating: in a Tide of Gore.) br °, 
Trojans and Greeks iow gather tound the Slain Z ae 
The War renews, the Warriors bleediagain'y (23.12 
(oes G . y As 
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s40 As o’er their Prey rapacious Wolves engage, — 
Man dies on Man, and-all‘is Blood and Rage. 
_ In blooming Youth. fair Simifius fell, 
Sent by great Aja¥ ta the Shades of Hell; .- . 
Fair Simoifius; whom his Mother bore. 

s45 Amid the Flecks on: filver Szmozs’ Shore: — .:: 
The Nymph defcending fromthe Hills.of Zde,. 

_ To feek her Parents on his flow’ry Side; 
Brought forth:the Babe, their.common Care and Joy, 
And thence from Simois nam’d the lovely Boy. 

ssodhort was his Date! by dreadful Ajax: flain. 
He falls, and renders’ all their Cares.in: vain! 
So falls a Poplar, that in watry Ground _. , 
Rais’d high the Head, with flately Branches crown’d, 
(Fell’d by fome Artift with his fhining Steel, . 
sss Lo fhape the Circle oF the bending Wheel) | 
Cut down it lies, tall; fimooth, and largely fptead, 
With alt its: beauteous Honours on its Head 3°: 
There left » Subject to the Wind and Rain 
And fcorch’d by Suns; it withers.on the Plam. 
s60 Thus pierc'd by Ajax, Semoifus lies east 
Stretch’d: on: the — _ thus neglected dies, 
JK 4 At 
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At Ajax, Antiphus his Jav’lin threw: - 

The pointed Lance with erring Fury few, * 
And Leucus, lov’d by wile Uyffes, flew: ee 
He drops the Corps of Simoifius flain, * | om “$65 
And finks a ‘breathlefs Garcafs ‘8h the Plain © °° 3 
This faw Ulyfes, and-with Grief enrag’d 
Strode where the foremoft of the Foes’ ehyae’d ae 
Arm’d with his Spear, he’ meditates the“Wound,° 
In A&t to throw ; but cautious, took’datound. = «70 
Struck at his Sight the Trojans’ Backward crew, : 
And trembling heard ‘the Jav'lin as it‘ Hew. 
A Chief ftood nigh who from Abydos came, : 
Old Priam’s Son, Democoon was his Name: , 
The Weapon enter’d clofe above his Far, $75 
Cold thro’ his Temples glides: the whizzing Spear ; 
With piercing Shrieks the Youth: refigits ‘his Breath, 
His Eye-balls darken with the Shades of Death: — 
Down finks the Chief: his clanging Arms tefotind; 
And his broad Buckler tings againtt the Grownd.- 58 

- Seiz’d with Affright the boldeft Foes appear; © 
Ev’n Godlike Feétor feems himfelf to fear ; 


_ Slow 
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Slow he gave way,-the reft tumultuous fled ; ee 
The Greeks with Shouts prefs on, and {poil the Dead,’ 
53. But Phoebus. now. from Ihon’s tow’ring Height - 
Shines forth reveal’d, and. animates the F ight, « 
” Peiiens be- bold; and Force with Force oppofe ;: 
Your foammg Steeds urge headlong on the Foes! 
Nor are. their Bodies Rocks, nor ribb’d with Steel 5 
590 et 
Have ye — what {eem’d your r Dread ae ? 
The great,: the fierce. Achilles fights no more. 
Apollo thus from. Tlion’s lofty Tow'rs 
Array’d in. Terrors, rowz’d the Trojan Pow’rs: 
sos While War’s fierce Goddefs fires the Grecian Foe; 
_ And fhouts and ‘thunders .in :the Fields below: 
Then great Duores ,fell,: by Doom Divine, 
In vain his Valour, and illuftrious Line. 
_ A broken Rock the Force of Pzirus threw, 
boo’ Who from cold Atnus led the Thracian Crew) 
_ Full on his Ankle dropt the pond’rous Stone, - - 
Burit the {trong Nerves, and crafh’d the folid Bone : | 


Supine 
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Supine he. tumbles on the crimfon’d Sands, — 
Before his -helplefs Friends, -and native Bands, © z 
And. .fpteads for Aid his unavailing Hands... 76 
The Foe refh’d furious as He ‘parits for Breath, : 

And thro’ his’ Navel drove the pointed Death : 

His “‘gufhing® Entrails fmoak’d’ upon the Ground : 
And thé warm Lifé came fuing from the Wound. > 


~ @- © ef 


’ 608 


Deep im his Breaft above the Pap ie went; . 
Amid the'Lungs was fix’d the winged Wood, 
And -quiv’ring in his heavitig Bofom ftood:) 
°Till from the dying Chief; approaching near, 
Th? Atolian Warrior tuge’d his weighty Spear: 615 
Then fudden wav'd his flaming Faulchion roand, - 
And gafh’d his Belly with a ghaftly Wound. 

The Corps now breathlefs on the bloody Plain, 

To fpoil his Arms the Victor {trove in vain ; 

The Thracian Bands again{t the Victor preft; . °° 
A Grove of Lances glitter’d at his Breaft. 

Stern Thoas, glaring with revengeful Eyes, 


In fullen Fury flowly quits the Prize. 


H Thus . 
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Thus fell.two Heroes:;: one the Pride of Thrace; 
625And ote the Leader of th’ Epetau Race; 5 | 
Death’s fable Shade’ at. once’ o’ercaft their Eyes,- : 
In Duft the -Vanquith’d, and the Vidor. lies: 
With: copious Slaughter all the Fields are red, | 
And. heap’d with growing Mountains’ of the Dead. 
630 Had. fome brave Chief this martial Scene beheld, 
By Palas guarded thro’ the dreadful Field, ,- 
Might Darts be bid to turn their Points:away, 
And Swords around him innocently play, © ve : 
The War’s whole Art with Wonder had he feen,. -. 
63; And counted Heroes where he counted Men. ; mes 
So fought each Holt, with Thirft of Glory fir’d, 
And Crowds'on Crowds triumphantly expir’d.  - 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE 
FOURTH BOOK. 
I. : 


taken that of his tenth -#'xezd, as the whole Tenour of 

the Story in this and the laft Book is followed in his 

twelfth. The Truce and the folemn Oath, the Breach 
of it by a Dart thrown by Tolumunzus, Futurna’s inciting the La- 
tines to renew the War, the Wound of Aizeas, his {peedy Cure, 
andthe Bartel enfuing, all thefe are manifeftly copied from hence. 
The Solemnity, Surprize, and Variety of thefe Circumftances 
feem’d to him of Importance enough, to build the whole Cata- 
{trophe of his Work upon them ; tho’ in Homer they are but 
Openings to the general Action, and fuch as in their Warmth 
are {till exceeded by all that follows them. They are chofen, 
we grant, by Vzrgs with great Judgment, and conclude his 
Poem with a becoming Majefty: Yet the finifhing his Scheme 
with that which is bur the cooleft Part of Homers Aion, 
tends in fome degree to fhew the Difparity of the Poetical 
Fire in thefe two Authors. : 


[: was from the beginning of this Book that Vrgél has 


ars 


II. 


Verse 3. Immortal Hebe.] The Goddefs of Youth is in- 
troduc’d as an Attendant upon the Banquets of the Gods, to. 
| ae | 


fhew — 


OBSERVATIONS on 


fhew that the divine Beings enjoy an eternal Youth, and that 
their Life is a Felicity without end. Daczer. 


III. 


— Verse 9. Two Pow’rs Divine.| Jupiter's reproaching thefe 
two Goddeffes with neglecting to affift Menelaus, proceeds 
(as M. Dacier rematks) from the Affection he bore to Troy : 
Since if Menelaus by their help had gain’d a compleat Vic- 
tory, the Siege had been rais’d, and the City deliver’'d. On 
the contrary, Juno and Mmerva might fufter Paris to efcape, 
as the Method to continue the War to the total Deftruction 
of Zroy. And accordingly a few Lines after we find them com- 
plotting together, and contriving a new Scene of Miferies 
to the Zrojans. 


IV. 


Verse 18. Tho’ great Atrides gain’d the glorious Strife.| Fu- 
piter here makes it a Queftion, Whether the foregoing-‘Com- 
bate fhould determine the Controverfy, or the Peace be bro- 
ken. His putting it thus, shat Paris ss not kslled, but Mene- 
laus has the Victory, gives a Hint for a Difpute whether the 
Conditions of the Treaty were valid or annulled; that is to 
fay, whether the Controverfy was to be determined by the 
Viétory or by the Death of one of the Combatants. Ac- 
cordingly it has been difputed whether the Articles were really 
binding to the Trojans or not? Plutarch has treated the 
Queftion in his Sympofiacks 1. 9. qu. 13. The Subftance is 
this. In the firft Propofal of the Challenge Paris mentions 
only the Victory, And who bis Rival fhall in Arms fubdue : 
Nor does Heéfor who carries it fay any more. However Me- 
nelaus underftands it of the Death, by what he replies: Fa// 
he that muft beneath his Rrval’s Arms, And live the reft—-Iris 
to Helen {peaks only of the former ; and /deus to Priam re- 
peats the fame Words. But in the folemn Oath Agamemnon 
{pecifies the latter, Jf by Paris /lain---and If by my Brother's 
Arms the "Trojan bleed. Priam alfo underftands it of both, 
faying at-his leaving the Field, What Prince fhall fall — 
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only knows-—- (I do not cite the Greek becaufe the Exgh/b 
has preferv’d the fame Nicety.) Paris himfelf confeffes 
he has loft the Victory, in his Speech to Helen, which he 
would hardly have done had the whole depended on that 
alone: And laftly Menelaus (after the Conqueft is clearly his 
by the Flight of Pavss) is ftill fearching round the Field to 
kill him, as if all were of no effe& without the Death of his 
Adverfary. It appears from hence that the Zrojaus had no 
ill Pretence to break the Treaty, fo that Homer ought not 
to have been directly accus’d of making Fupser the Author 
of Perjury in what follows, which is one of the Chief of 
Plato’s Objections againft him. 


V. 


Verse 31. Tho’ fecret Anger fwelld Minetva’s Breaff] 
Spondanus takes notice that Minerva, who in the firft Book 
had reftrain’d the Anger of Achzlles, had now an Opportu- 
nity of exerting the fame Conduct in refpec to herfelf. We 
may bring the Parallel clofe, by obferving that fhe had be- 
fore her in like manner a Superior, who had provok’d her 
by fharp Expreflions, and i Counfels ran againft her 
Sentiments. In all which the Poet takes care to preferve her 
ftill in the Practice of that Ws/dom of which fhe was Goddefs. 


VI. 


Verse 55. Let Priam bleed, &c.| We find in Perfius’s Sa- 
tyrs the Name of Ladeo, as an ill Poet who made a mifera- 
ble Tranflation of the /4ad; one of whofe Verfes is {till pre- 
fery’d, and happens to be that of this Place. 


Crudum manduces Priamum, Priamique pifinnos. 


It may feem from this, that his Tranflation was fervilely li- 
teral (as the old Schohaft on Perfius obferves.) And one 
cannot but take notice that Ogs/by’s and Hobdes’s in this Place 
are not unlike Ladeo’s. | 


Both 


ee 
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Both King and People thou would ft eat alwve. 
And eat up Priam and his Children all, 


VII. 


Verse 61. But fhould this Arm prepare to wreak our Hate 
On thy lov’d Towns-------] 

Homer in this Place has made ‘Fupser to prophecy the 

Deftruction of Mycene the favour’d City of Fun0, which 


happen’d a little before the Time of our Author. Strad. /. 8. 


The Trojan War bemg over, and the Kingdom of Agamemnon 
deflroyd, Mycenz dasly decreasd after the Return of the He- 
raclide: For thefe becoming Majfiers of Peloponnefus, caf? out 
the old Inbabuants; fo that they who poffe/sd Argos overcame 
Mycenz alo, and contratted both into one Body. A fhort time 
after, Mycenzx was defiroy’d by the Argives, and not the leaf 
Remains of st are now to be found, | ~: 


VII. 
Verse 96. Th’ Advice approv’d.| This is one of the Places 


for which Homer is blamed by Plato, who introduces Socrates 
reprehending it in his Dialogue of the Republick. And in- 
deed if it were granted that the 7raaus had no Right to 
break this Treaty, the prefent Machine where Fano is made 
to propofe Perjury, Fupster to allow it, and Minerva to be 
commiffion’d to haften the Execution of it, would be one of 
the hardeft to be reconciled to reafon in the whole Poem. 
Unlefs even then one might imagine, that Hlomer’s Heaven is 
fometimes no more than an Ideal World of abftracted Beings ; 
and fo every Motion which rifes in the Mind of Man is attri- 
buted to the Quality to which it belongs, with the Name of 
the Deity who is fuppos’d to prefide over that Quality fuper- 
added to it. In this Senfe the prefent Allegory is eafy enough. 
Pandarus thinks it Prudence to gain Honour and Wealth at. 
the Hands of the 7rojans by deftroying Menelaus. This Sen- 
timent is alfo incited by a Notion of Glory, of which Funo 
is reprefented as Goddefs. Fupster who is fuppos’d to know 
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the Thoughts of Men, permits the Aétion which he is hot 
Author of, but fends a Prodigy at the fame time to give warn- 
ing of a coming Mifchief, and eT we find both Ar- 
mies defcanting upon the fight of it in the following Lines. 


IX. 


VERSE 120. Pandarus for Strength renown’d.| Homer, {ays 
Plutarch in his Treatife of the Pythsan Oracle, makes not 
the Gods to ufe all Perfons indifferently as their fecond Agents, 
but each according to the Powers he is endu’d with by Art or 
Nature. For a Proof of this, he puts us in Mind how M4- 
nerva when fhe would perfuade the Greeks, feeks for Uby/fes ; 
when fhe would break the Truce, for Pandarus; and when 
fhe would conquer, for Diomed. If we confult the Schola 
upon this Inftance, they give feveral Reafons why Pandarus ~ 
was particularly proper for the Occafion. The Goddefs went 
not to the 7rojans, becaufe they hated Parts, and (as we are 
told in the end of the foregoing Book) would rather have 
given him up, than have done an ill Action for him: She 
therefore looks among the Allies, and finds Pandarus who 
was of a Nation noted for Perfidioufnefs, and had a Soul ava- 
ricious enough to be capable of engaging in this Treachery 
for the hopes of a Reward from Paris: as appears by his be- 
ing fo covetous as not to bring Horfes to the Siege for fear 
of the Expence or Lofs of them ; as he tells eas in the 
fifth Book. | 

X. 


Verse. 141. Ssxteen Palms.| Both the Horns together 
made this Length ; and not each, as Madam Dacier renders 
it. I do not objec it as an Improbability that the Horns 
were of fixteen Palms each; but that this would be an extra- 
vagant and unmanageable Size for a Bow, is evident. 


XI, | 
Verse 144. This, by the Greeks unfeen, the Warrior bends.) 


The Poet having held us thro’ the foregoing Book in Expec- 
| &B tation 
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tation of a Peace, makes the Conditions be here broken af- 
ter fach a manner, as fhould oblige the Greeks to a& thra’ 
the War with that irreconcileable Fury which affords him ¢he 
Opportunity of exerting the full Fire of bis own Gems, The 
Shot of Pandarus being therefore of fuch Confequence (and 


as he calls it, the geua ddwwdev, the Foundation of future Woes) - 


ic was thought fit not to pafs it over in a few Words, like 
the Flight ef every common Acrow, but co give it a Defcrip- 
tion fome way correfponding to its Importance. For this, 
he furrounds it wich a Train of Ciccumftances; the Hiftory 
of the Bow, the bending it, the covering Pandarus with 
Shields, the Choice of the Arrow, che Prayer, and Pofture 
of the Shooter, the Sound of che String, and Flight of the 
Shaft; afl moft beautifully, and livelily painced. It may be 
obferved too, how proper a time it was to expatiate in thefe 
Particulars; when the Armies being unemploy’d, and only 
ene Man acting, the Poet and his Readers had leifure to be 
the Spectators of a fingle and deliberate AGion. I think ie 
will be allowd that the little Cjrcumftances which are fome- 
times: thought too redundant in Homer, have a wonderful 
Beauty in this Place. “Virgedl has not fail'd to copy ie, and 
with the greateft Happinefs imaginable. — | 


Dixit, &f qurata volucrem Threifa fagittam 
Deprompfit pharetra, cornuque iafenfa tetends, 
Et dustt longe, dowec curvata cowrent - 
Inter Se capita,  manibus jam tangeret equts, 
Leva aciem ferrt, dextré nervogue papsllam. 
Extemplo tel firrdorem aurafque fonantes 
Audit una Aruns, befitque m corpore ferrem. 


pt Fe 


Verse 160. Pallas affifts, and weaker'd in sts force Daverts 
the Weapon---—-| For fhe only defigned, by all this Action, 
to encreafe the Glory of the Greeks in the taking of Troy - 
Yet fome Commentators have been fo ftupid as to wonder 
that Pallas fhould be employ’d frft in the wounding of Me- 
— nelaus, and a%cr in the proteGing him, ° ~ | 
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XIN. 


VERSE 363, Wafts the wing d Hornet.) This is one of 
thofe humble Comparifons which Homer fometimés ufes to 
diverfify his Subject, but a very exact one in its kind, and 
correfponding in all its Parts. The Care of the Goddefs, 
the unfufpecting Security of Menelaus, the Eafe with which 
fhe diverts the Danger, and the Danger itfelf, are all included 
in this fhort Compafs. To which it may be added, that if 
the Providence of heavenly Powers to their Creatures is 
expreft by the Love of a Mother to her: Child, if Men in 
regard to. them are but as heedlefs fleeping Infants, ‘and if 


thofe Dangers which may.feem great to us, :are by them as 


eafily warded off as the Simile implies; there will appear 
fomething fublime in this Conception, however little or low 


_ the Image may be thought at firft fight in re{pe to a Heroe. 


A higher Comparifon would but have tended to leffen the Dif- 
parity berween the Gods and Man, and the Juftnefs of the 
Simile had been loft, as well asthe Grandeur of the Sentiment, : 


XIV. 


Verse 178. As when fome flately Trappings, &c.| Some 
have judg’d the Circumftances in this Simile to be fuperflu- 
ous, and think it foreign to the Purpofe to take noti¢e that 
rhis Ivory was intended for the Bofles of a Bridle, was laid 
tip for a Prince, or that a Woman of Caria or Meouia dy’d 
it. Exuflathius was of a different Opinion, who extols this 
Paflage for che Variety it prefents, and the Learning it 
includes: We learn from hence that the Lyd:aus and Carsans 
were famous in the firft Times for their {taining in Purple, 
and that the Women excell’d in Works of Ivory: As alfo that 
there were certain Ornaments which only Kings and Princes 
were privileged to wear. But without having recourfe to 
Antiquities to juftify this Particular, ir may be alledg’d, chat 
the Smile does not confift barely in the Colours; It was but 


_ ‘fietle to tell us, that the Blood of Mene/aus appearing on the 


Whitenefs of his Skia,; vyed with the purpled Ivory ; but this 


implies 
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implies that the honourable Wounds of a Heroe are the beau- 
tiful Drefs of War, and become him as much as the moft 
gallant Ornaments in which he takes the Field. Vsrgil, ’tis° 
true, has omitted the Circumftance in his Imitation of this 
Comparifon, 4x. 12. a 


Indum fanguineo veluts violaverit oftro 
Ss quis ebur------- : 


But in this he judges only for himfelf, and does not condemn 
Homer. (t was by no means proper that his Ivory fhould 
have been a Piece of martial Accoutrement, when he apply’d 
it fo differently, transferring it from the Wounds of a Heroe 
to the Blufhes of the fair Lavinia. 3 | 


XV. 


‘Verse 177. As down thy fnowy Thigh.| Homer is very 
particular here, in giving the Picture of the Blood running 


in a long Trace, lower and lower, as will appear from the 
Words themfelves. 


Totol tot Meveaae puavdyy aiuati mneol 
EvQudes, xvijmal 7, oe oQued xan vmeveeSe. — 


The Tranflator has not thought fit to mention every one of 
thefe Parts, firft the Thigh, then the Leg, then the Foor, 
which might be tedious in Exgi/b: But the Author’s Defign 
being only to image the ftreaming of the Blood, it feem’d 
equivalent to make it trickle thro’ the Length of an Alex- 
andrine Line. | . | 


: wt 


XVI. 


VeRsE 186. Ob dear as Life, &c.| This Incident of the 
Wound of Menelaus gives occafion to Homer to draw a fine 
Defcription of fraternal Love in Agamemnon. On the firft 
fight of it, he is {track with Amaze and Confufion, and now 
breaks out in Tendernefs and Grief. He firft accufes himfelf 
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as the Caufe of this Misforrane, by havimg canfentéd ta ex+ 
pofe his Brother to the fingte Combate which had drawn on 
this fatal Confequence. Next he inveighs againft the Trojans 
in general for their PerfidioufnefS, as not yet knowing it was 
the Aé&t of Pandarus only. He then comforts himfelf with the 
Confidence that the Gods will revenge him upon: Frey; but 
doubts by what Hands this Punithment may be inflided, as 
fearing the Death of Menelans will force the Greeks to return 
with Shame to their Country. There is no Contradic- 
tion in all this, but on the ether fide a great deal of Nature, 
in the confufed Sentiments of Agamemnon on the occafion, 


as they are very well explained by Spondanes. 
XVIil. | 


Verse 212. While fome proud Trojan, &c.} Agamemnon 
here calls to mind how, upon the Death of his Brother, the 
ineffectual Preparations and Actions againft 7roy muft become 
a Derifion to the World. This is in iss own Nature a very 
irritating Sentiment, tho’ it were never fo carelefly exprett ; 


but the Poet has found out a peculiar Air of Aggravation, in. 


making him bring all the Confequences before his Eyes, in 
a Pidure of their Trojan Enemies gathering round the Tomb 
of the unhappy Menelaus, elated with Pride, infulting the 
Dead, and throwing out difdainful Expreflions and Curfes 
againft him and his Family.. There is nothing which could 
more effectually reprefent a State of Anguifh, than the draw- 
ing fuch an Image as this, which fhews a Man increafing his 
prefent Unhappinefs by the Profpeét of a future Train of Mif- 
fortunes. 


XVII. 


Verse 222. Let not thy Words the Warmth of Greece abate.| 
In Agamemnon, Homer has {hewn an Example of a tender Na~ 
ture and fraternal Affe@ion, and now in Menelaus he gives 
us one of a generous warlike Patience and Prefence of Mind. 
He {peaks of his own Cafe with no other Regard, but as this 


Accident of his Wound may tend to the Difcouragement of 
| C | the 
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the Soldiers ; and exhorts the General to beware of dejectiing 
their Spirits from the Profecution of the War. Spondanus.- 


XIX. 


VERSE 25 3. The Trojans ru/b tumultuous to. the War.| 
They advanced to the Enemy in the Belief that the Shot of 
Pandarus was made by Order of the Generals. Dacser. 


XX, 
~ Verse 256.. Wor had you feen.| The Poet here changes 
his Narration, and turns himfelf to the Reader in an 4po- 
frrophe. Longsnus in his 2x¢d Chapter commends this Figure, 
as caufing a Reader to become a Spectator, and keeping his 
Mind fixed upon the Action before him. | 7he Apoftrophe 
(fays he) renders us more awaken’d, more attentsve, and more 
full of the Thing defcribed. Madam Dacser will have it, that 
it is the Mufe who addreffes herfelf to the Poet in the fecond 


Perfon: *Tis no great matter which, fince it has equally its 
Effect either way. | 


XXII, 


VERSE 264. Thro’ all the martial Ranks he moves, &c.] 
In the following Review of the Army, which takes up a great 
Part of this Book, we fee all the Spirit, Art, and Induftry of 
a compleat General ; together ae the proper Charatters of 
thofe Leaders whom he incites. Agamemnon confiders at 
this fudden Exigence, that he fhould firft addrefs himfelf to 
all in general ; he divides his Difcourfe to the Brave and the 
Fearful, ufing-Arguments which arife from Confidence or 
Defpair, alton: which act upon us moft forcibly: To the 
Brave, he urges their fecure Hopes of Conqueft fince the Gods 
muft punifh Perjury; to the Timorous, their inevitable De- 
ftruction if the Enemyfhould burn their Ships. After this he flies 
from Rank to Rank, applying himfelf to each Ally with par- 
ticular Artifice: He carefles /domeneus as an old Friend who 
had promifed not to forfake him; and meets with an Anfwer 
_ 4 | in 
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in that Hero’s true Character, fhort, honeft, hearty, and - 


Soldier-like. He praifes the Ayaxes as Warriors whofe Exam- 
ples fired the Army; and is received by them without any 
Reply, as they were Men who did not profefs Speaking. He 
paffes next to Ne/tor, whom he finds talking to his Soldiers 
as he marfhal’d them; here he was not to part without a 
Compliment on both fides; he withes him Rf Strength he 
had once in his Youth, and is anfwer’d with an Account of 
fomething which the old Heroe had done in his former Days. 
From hence he goes to the Troops which lay fartheft from 
the Place of Aion; where he finds Meneftheus and Uly/es, 
not intirely unprepar’d nor yet in Motion, as being ignorant of 
what had happen’d. He reproves Usy/fes for this, with 
Words agreeable to the Hurry he is in, and receives an An- 
fwer which fuits not ill with the twofold Charater of a wife 
and a valiant Man: Hereupon Agamemnon appears prefent to 
himfelf, and excufes his hafty Expreffions. The next he meets 
is Diomed, whom he alfo rebukes for Backwardnefs but af- 
ter another manner, by fetting before him the Example of 
his Father. Thus is 4gamemnon introduced, praifing, terri- 
fying, exhorting, blaming, excufing himfelf, and again re- 
lapfing into Reproofs; a lively Picture of a great Mind in the 
higheft Emotion. And at the fame time the Variety is fo 
kept up, with a regard to the different Characters of the Lea- 


ders, that our Thoughts are not tired with running along 


with him over all his Army. 
XXII. 


VERSE 296. For this, in Banquets.| The Ancients ufually 
in their Feafts divided to the Guefts by equal Portions, except 
when they took fome particular oecafion to fhew Diftin@ion 
and give the Preference to any one Perfon. It was then 


look’d upon as the higheft Mark of Honour to be allotted thé 


beft Portion of Meat and Wine, and to be allowed an Ex- 
emption from the Laws of the Feaft, in drinking Wine un- 
mingled and without Stint. ‘This Cuftom was much more 


ancient than the time of the Trojan War, . and we find it prac-. 


tifed in the Banquet given by Fo/eph to his Brethren in 4- 
a SYP! 


| 


OBSERVATIONS oO” 


gypt, Gen. 43.W. alt. And he fens Meffes to them from before 


him, but Benjamin's Me/s was five times fo much as amy of 


theirs. Dacter. 


X XIIf. 


Verse 336. There rev'rend Neltor rauks bis Pytian Bands.) 
This is the Prince whom Homer chiefly celebrates for mar- 
tial Difcipline, of che reft he is content to fay they were va-~ 
liant and ready to fight: The Years, long Obfervation and 
Experience of Neffor render’d him the fitteft Perfon to be di- 
ftinguifhed on this account. The Difpofition of his Troops 
in this Place (together with what he is made to fay, that their 
Fore-fathers ufed the fame Method) may be a Proof that the 
Art of War was well known in Greece before the Time of 
Homer. Nor indeed can it be imagined otherwife, in an Age 
when all the World made their Acquifitions by Force of Arms 
only. What is moft ta be wonderd at, is, that they had 
not the ufe of Cavalry, all Men engaging either on Foot, or 
from Chariots (a Particular neceffary to be known by ever 
Reader of Homer’s Battels.} In thefe Chariots there were al- 
ways two Perfons, one of whom only fought, the other was 
wholly employ’d in managing the Horfes. Madam Dacier 
in her excellent Preface to Homer is of Opinion, that there 
were no Horfemen ‘till near the Time of Sau/, threefcore 
Years after the Siege of Zroy; fo.that altho’ Cavalry were in 
ufe in Homer’s Days, yet he thought himfelf obliged to re- 
gard the Cuftoms of the Age of which he writ, rather than 
thofe of his own. | 


XXIV. 


| Werse 344. The middle Space fufpetted Troops fupply.} 
This Artifice, of placing thofe Men whofe Behaviour was 
moft ta be doubted, in the middle, (fo as to pue them under 
a neceflity of engaging even againft their Inclinations) was 
followed by Hannzbaf' im the Battel of Zama ; as is obferved 
and praifed by Polybiys, who quotes. this Verfe on that occa~ 

fion in Acknowledgment of Hloxzer’s Skill in military Difcipline. 
: That 
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‘That our Author was the firft Mafter of that Art in Greece 
is the Opinion of Ahan, Tattsc.c.1. Frontinus gives us ano- 
ther Example of Pyrrbus King of Epirus’s following this In+ 
ftruction of Homer. Vide Stratag. lb. 2. c. 3. So Ammianus 
Marcellinus l.14. Imperator catervis peditum infirmis, medium 
inter actes fpacium, fecundum Homericam difpofitionem, pre- 


frstust. 
XXV;. 


Verse 353. He whom the Fortune of the Feld fhall caft 
From forth his Chartot, mount the next--- &c. 

The Words in the Original are capable of four different Sig+ 
nifications, as Exffathius obferves. The firftis, that whoever 
in fighting upon. his Chariot fhall win a Chariot from his 
Enemy, he fhall continue to fight, and fot retire from the 
Engagement to fecure his Prize. The fecond, that if any 
one be thrown out of his Chariot, he who happens to be 
neareft fhall hold forth his Javelin to help him up into his 
own... The third is direétly the contrary to thé laft, that if 
any one be caft from his Chariot and would mount up into 
another Man’s, that other fhall pufh him back with his 
Javelin, and not admit him for fear of interrupting the Com-+ 
bate. The fourth is the Senfe which is followed in the Tranf- 
lation as feeming much the moft natural, that every one 
fhould be left to govern his own Chariot, and the other who 
is admitted fight only with the Javelin. The reafon of this 
Advice appears by the Speech of Pandaras to Asneas in the 
next Book: Zveas having taken him up into his Chariot to 
go again{ft Domed, compliments him with the Choice ei- 
ther to fight, or to manage the Reins, which was efteem’d 
an Office of Honour. To this Pandarus anfwers, that it is 
more proper for Aneas to guide his own Horfes ; left they 
hot feeling their accuftomed Mafter, fhould be ungovernable 
and bring them into Danger. : 7 3 
Upon occafion of the various and conttary Significations 
of which thefe Words are faid to be capable, and whcih Ex- 
ftathius and Dacser profefs to. admire as an Excellence ; as 
diy D : e 
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de la Motte in his late Difcourfe upon Homer very juftly ani- 


madverts, that if this be true, it is a grievous Fault in Homer. 
For what can be more abfurd than to imagine, that the Orders 
given in a Battel fhould be delivered in fuch ambiguous Terms, 
as to be capable of many Meanings ? Thefe double Interpre- 
tations aan proceed not from any defign in the Author, but 
purely from the Ignorance of the Moderns in the Greek 
Tongue: It — impoffible for any one to pofflefs the dead 
Languages to fuch a degree, as to be certain of all the Gra- 
ces and Negligences; or to know precifely how far the Li- 
cences and Boldneffes of Expreffion were happy, or forced. 
But Criticks, to be thought learned, attribute to the Poet all 
the random Senfes that amufe them, and imagine they fee in 
a fingle Word a whole heap of Things, which no modern 
Language can exprefs ; fo are oftentimes charmed with no- 
thing but the Confufion of their own Ideas. 


XXVI. 


Verse 385. Remote their Forces lay.| This is a Reafon 
why the Troops of Us/fes.and Menefibeus were not yet in 
Motion. ‘Tho’ another may be added in refpe& to the for- 
mer, that it did not confift with the Wifdom of UAffes to fall 
on with his Forces ‘till he was well affured. Tho’ Courage 
be no inconfiderable Part of his Character, yet it is always 
join’d with great Caution. Thus we fee him foon after in 
the very Heat of a Battel, when his Friend was juft flain be- 
fore his Eyes, firft looking carefully about him, before he 
would throw his Spear to revenge hima. - 


- XXVIE 


Verse 431. L fow bum once, when, &c.| This long Nar- 
ration. concerning the Hifkoty of Zydews, is not df the Nature 
of thofe for which Homer has been bham’d with fome Colour 
of fuftice: It is noe a cald Story, but: a warm Reproof, while 
the particularifing the AGians of the Father: is made: the. 
highett Incentive to, the Som Accardingly the Air of this 
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Speech ought to be infpirited above the common Narrative 
Style. As for the Story itfelf, it is finely told by Stazius in 
the fecond Book of the Thedais. 7 


XXVIII. 


Verse 45 3- No Words the Godlike Diomed retarn'd. |“ When 
< Diomed is reproved by Agameninon, he holds his Peace in 
<¢ re{pect to his General, bit S¢henedus retorts upon him 
<¢ with Boafting and Infolence. It is here worth obferving 
<¢ in what manner Agamemnon behaves himfelf; he pafles by 
<< Sthenelus without affording any Reply; whereas juft before, 
«« when Usyffes teftify’'d his Refentment, he immediately re 
« turn’d him an Anfwer. For as it is a mean and fetvile 
« thing, and unbecoming the Majefty of a Prirtce, to miake 
ce ica to every Man in Juftification of what he has faid 
« or done; fo to treat all Men with equal Neglect is meer 
<< Pride and Excefs of Folly. We alfo fee of Diomed, thas 
<¢ tho’ he reftains from fpeaking in this Place when the 
“© Time demanded AG@tion ; he afterwards éxpreffes himfelf 
<< in fach a manner, ‘as fhews him not to have been infenfi- 
< ble of this unjult Rebuke: (as 1 the nmth Book) when he 
<« tells the King, he was the firft who had dar’d to reproach 
<C him with want of Courage.” Plutarch of reading the Poets. 


X XIX. 


Verse 46%. We formd the Theban Walh| The heft 
Theban War, of which Agamemnon {poke in the preceding 
Lines, was feven and twenty Years before the War of Troy. 
Sthenelus here fpeaks. of the fecorid Theban Was, which hap- 
pen’d ten Years. after the firft: when the Sons: of the feven 
Captains conquer’d the City, before which: their Fathers were 
deftroyed. Tydeus expired gnawing the Head of his Ene- 
my, and Capaneus was Thunder-ftruck while he blafphemed 
Jupiter, Vid. Stat, Thebard. | 


iat XXX, 
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XXX. 


VERSE 479. As when the Winds.| Madam Dacier thinks 
it may feem fomething odd, that an Army going to conquer 
fhould be compared to the Waves going to break themfelves 
again{t the Shore; and would folve the appearing Abfurdity 
by imagining the Poet laid not the Strefs fo much upon this 
Circumftance, as upon the fame Waves aflaulting a Rock, 
lifting themfelves over its Head, and covering it with Foam 
as the 7rophy of thew Victory (as the Rees it.) But to 
this it may be anfwer’d, that neither did the Greefs get the 
better in this Battel, nor will a Comparifon be allowed ip- 
tirely beautiful, which inftead of illuftrating its Subject ftands 
itfelf in need of fo much IIluftration and Refinement, to be 


brought to agree with it. The Paffage naturally bears this 


Senfe. 4s when, upon the rifing of the Wind, the Waves rof} - 
after one another to the Shore ; at firft there is a d:fiant Motion 
sn the Sea, then they approach to break with Noife on the 
Strand, and laftly rife fwelling over the Rocks, and tofs their 
Foam above their Heads: So the Greeks, at firft, marched in 
order one after another filently to the Fight-—-Where the Poet 
breaks off from profecuting the Comparifon, and by a Pro- 
lepfis, leaves the Reader to carry it on; and image to him- 
felf the future Tumult, Rage, and Force of the Battel, in 
Oppofition to that Silence in which he defcribes the Troops 
at prefent, in the Lines immediately enfuing. What con- 
firms this Expofition is, that Virgil has made ufe of the Simile 
in the fame Senfe in the feventh -ueid. : | 


_ Eludlus uti primo caepit chm albefcere vento, 
. . Paulatim fefe tollt mare, & altins undas 
. Erigit ; inde smo confurgit ad ethera fundo. 


XXXII. 


Verse 479. As when the Winds, &c.| This is the firft 
Battel in Homer, and it is worthy Obfervation with what 
Grandeur it is defcribed, and raifed by one Circumftance 

| above 


the Fourtu Book. 


above another, ’till all is involved in Horror and Tumult: 
The foregoing Simile of the Winds, rifing by degrees into a 
general Tempeft, is an Image of the Progrefs of his own Spi- 
rit in this Defcription. We fee firft an innumerable Army 
moving in order, and ate amus’d with the Pomp and Silence, 
then waken’d with the Noife and Clamour ; next they join, 
the adverfe Gods are let down among them; the Imaginary 
Perfons of Terror, Flight, Difcord {acceed to re-inforce them ; 
then all is und#tinguifl’d Fury and a Confufion of Horrors, 
only that at different Openings we behold the diftinct Deaths 
of feveral Heroes, aad then are involv’d again in the fame 


Confufion. ° 
a —XXXIL a) 
VERSE 503. Difcord, dire Sifer, &c. } This is the Paffage 
fo highly extoll’d by Longznus, as one of the moft fignal In- 
{tances of the noble Sublimity of this Author: where. it is 


faid, that the Image here drawn .of Difcord, whofe Head 


touch’d the Heavens, and whofe Feet were on Earth, may as 
juftly be apply’d to the vaft Reach and Elevation of the Ge- 
nius of Homer. But Monf. Bosleau informs us that neither 
the Quotation nor thefe Words were in the Original of Lan- 
ginus, but partly inferted by Gabriel de Petra. However the 
beft Encomium is, that srg: has taken it word for word, 
and apply’d it to. the Perfon of Fame. a, : | 


Parva metu primo, mox fefe aittollit in auras, 
— Lngrediturque folo, & caput inter nubsla condit. 


Ariflides had formerly blamed Homer for admitting Diftord 


into Heaven, and Scaiger takes:up the Criticifm to throw 
him below Virgil. Fame .(he fays) is properly feign’d to hide 
her Head in the Clouds, becaufe the Grounds and Authors of 
Rumours are commonly unknown. As if the fame might not 
be alledg’d for Homer, fince the Grounds and Authers of 
Difcord.are often rio lefs fecret. Macrobius has put this 
among the Paflages where. he thinks Vsrgi has fallen fhort 
in his Imitation of Homer, and brings thefe Reafons for his 
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Opinion. Homer. reprefches Difeord to rife from fmall be- 


dinttliies, and aftetwards.im her Enceeafe to reach the Hea 
vens! Firgd has-faid this of Fame, but not with equal Pro» 
pricty ; for the Subjects are very different. Difcord, tho’ it 
yeaches: to War and Devaftation, is ftill Di/cord; nor ceafes 
ro be what i€ was at firtt: But Fume, when it grows.to be 
univerfal, is Pamé no longer; but becomes Knowledge and 
Certainty. For who calls any thing Fame, which is known 
from Earth to Heaven 2? Nor has /zrgst equal’d the Stremgrh 
of Homer's Hyperbole, for one fpeaks of Heaven, the a 
orily: of the Clouds. Macrob. Sat. 1. 5. c. 3%. Scaliger is 
very angry at this laft Period, and by miftake blames Gelius 
for it, in whom there is no fuch thing.. His Words are fo 
infolently dogmatical, that: barely to quote them is to anfwer 
them, and the only Anfwer which fuch a Spirit of Criticifm 
deferves. Clamant quid Maro de Fama dixit eam inter nubila 
caput condere, cam tamen Hemerus unde ipfe accepit, im caclo 
capat Eridis confitait. ‘fam tb: pro me refponder. Non 
Jum bnitatus, nolo imitari: non placet, nan eft verum, Conten 
tone ponere caput in colo, Ridiculum eff, fatuum eft, Ho- 
mericum eff, Greculum eft. Poetic. Ls. ¢. 3. a 
- "This fine Verfe was alfo criticiz’d by Monf. Perauk, who 
aceufes it as 2 fore’d and extravagant Hyperbole. M. Bozleas 
anfivers, that Hyperboles as ftrong are daily ufed even in 
cortimon Difeourfe, and that nothing is in effect more ftridly 
true than that Di/cord reigns over all the Earth, and in Hea- 
ven itfelf, that is to fay, among the Gods of Homer. It is 
not (contimtes this excellent Critick} the Defcription of a 
Giant, as this Cenfor would pretend, but a juft Allegory ; 
and as he makes D:/cord an allegorical Perfon, fhe may be of 
whiat Size he pleafes without fhocking us; fince it ts what we 
fegard only as an Idea and Creature of the Fancy, and not 
as 4 fhaterial Sub{tance that has any Being in Nature. The 
Expreffion in the P/alms, that the smpions Man is lifted np as 
a Cedar of Libanus, does by no means imply that the impi- 
ous Man was a Giant as tall as the Cedar. Thus far Boslean; 
and upon the whole we may obferve, that it {¢ems not only 
the Fate of great Genius’s to have met with the' moft malig- 
nant Criticks, but of the fineft and nobleft Paflages in them 
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to. have been particularly. picch’d upon for impertinent Cri- 


ticifms:: Thefe are the divine Baldnefles which in. their 
very Nature proveke Ignorance and Short-fi ghtednefs to fhew 


themfelyes ; and which wheever is capable of attaining, mutt — 


alfo certainly know, that ia de will be attack’d by fuch as 


cannot reach them. 


“XXXEL 
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‘Winss 509. * Now Shield with Shietd, se “The © Vert 


which follow in the Original are. erhiaps excell’d by none jn 
Homer 5 and that he had’ himfelf.a particular Fondnels for 
them, may be imagin d from his inferting ther again’ in the 


‘fame Words in the “len Book. en? are, a happily 


imitated by Statins Lb. 7. 


Yam clypeus chy ols: isis cadens = : i : 
=. mitra oo pede pes, & chips eufpis, oe. 


‘ XXXIV. 


Verse 517. As Torrents roll.) This Comparifon of Rivers 
meeting and roaring, with two Armies mingling in Battel, is 
an Image of that Noblene&, which (to fay no more) was 
worthy the Invention of Homer and the Imitation of Vogl. 


Aut wi decurfu rapido de montibus altis, a 

— Dant fonitum fpumofi amues, & in equore currunt, 
Quique fuum populatus iter ;—-Stupet infers alto. 
Accipiens fonstum faxt de vertice: P aftor. 


The word populatus here has a Beauty which one amt be i in- 
fenfible not to obferve. Scakger prefers Virgils, and Ma 
crobius Homer’s, without any Reafons on either fide, but only 
one Critick’s politive Word againft another's. The Reader 
may judge I between them. | 


XXXV. 


VERSE 523. The bold Antilochas.] Axtilachsus the Son of 
Neftor is the rft who begins the Engagement. Ie fedms as 


if 
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if the old Hero having done the greateft Service he was ca- 
pable of at his Years, in difpofing the Troops in the beft or- 
der (as we have feen before) had taken care to fet his Son at 
the head of them, to give him the Glory of beginnirig the 
Battel. : an ae ee ae rl 
XXXVI. - are 


VERSE 540. As o'er their Prey rapacious Wolves engage.) 
This fhore Comparifon ,in the Greek confifts only of two 
Words, Avxe! ds, which Scaliger obferves upon as too abrupt. 
Bue may it not be anfwer’d that. fach a Place’‘as this, where 
all things are in Confufion, feems not to admit of: any Si- 
mile, except of one which fcarce exceeds'a Metaphor in 
Length > When two Heroes are engag’d, there is a plain © 
View to be given us of their Actions, and there. a ‘long Si- 
mile may be of ufe, ro raife and enliven them by parallel 
Circumftances ; but when the Troops fall in promifcuoufly 
upon one another, the Conclufion éxcludes diftin& or parti- 
ticular Images, and confequently Comparifons of any Length 
would be lefs natural. 


| -XXXVIL 
- Vise 542. In | of Youth fair Simoifius fel] This 


Prince receiv’d his Name from the River S#mots on whofe 
Banks he was born. It was the Cuftom of the Eaftern Peo- 
ple to give Names to their Children deriv’d from the moft 
remarkable Accidents of their Birth. The holy Scripture is 
full of Examples of this kind. It is alfo ufual in the Old 
‘Teftament to compare Princes to ‘Trees, Cedars, &c. as St- 
moifius is here refembled to a Poplar. Daczer. 


XXX VII. 


Verst gsr. So falls a Poplar.) Euftathius in Macrobms 
prefers to this Simile that of /srgs/ in the fecond Ainesd. 


Ae veluti in fummis antiquam imontibas ornum, 
Cum ferro accifam crebrifque bipennibus infant 
a oon . Eruere 


‘af 


thee Fourtu Book. 


Eruere agricole certatim ; illa ufque minatur, 
Et tremefatta comam concuffo vertice nutat ; 
Vulneribus donec paulatim evitta fupremum 
Congemuit, traxitque jugts avulfa ruimam. 


Mr. Hobbes in the Preface to his Tranflation of Homer has 
difcours’d upon this Occafion very judicioufly. Homer (fays 


he) intended no more in this Place than to fhew how comely 


the Body of Stmoit/ius appear’d as he lay dead upon the Bank 
of Scamander, {trait and tall, with a fair Head of Hair, 
like a ftrait and high Poplar with the Boughs ftill on; 
and not at all to defcribe a manner of his falling, which 
(when a Man is wounded thro’ the Breaft as he was with a 
Spear) is always fudden. Vrgzl’s is the Defcription of a great 
Tree falling when many Men together hew it down. He 
meant to compare the manner how 7roy after many Battels, 
and after the Lofs of many Cities, conquer’d by the many 
Nations under Agamemnon in a long War, was thereby wea- 
ken’d and at laft overthrown, with a great Tree hewn round 
about, and then falling by little and little leifurely. So that 
neithet thefe two Defcriptions nor the two Comparifons can 
be compared together. The Image of a Man lying on the 
Ground is one thing ; the Image of falling (efpecially of a 
ea is another. This sree gives no Advantage 
to Virgél over Homer. Thus Mr. Hobbes. é | 


XXXIX. 


— Verse 585. But Phebus xow.| Homer here irtroduces 
Apollo on the fide of the Trojans: He had given them the 
Affittance of Mars at the beginning of this Battel; but 
Mars (which fignifes Courage without Conduct) provin 

too weak to refift Mzerva (or Courage with Conduct} an 


the Poet reprefents as conftantly aiding his Greeks; they | 


want fome prudent Management to rally them again: He 
therefore brings in a Wi/dom to affift Mars, under the Ap- 
pearance of Apollo. | 3 | 


F .. + XL. Verse 
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“VERSE 592. Achilles fagbts no more. | Homer from time to 
time puts his Readers in mind of Achilles, during his Abfence 


from the War ; and finds occafions of celebrating his Valour 
with the higheft Praifes. There cannot be a greater Enco- 


giium than this, where Apollo himfelf tells the Trojans they 


have nothing to fear, fince Adblles fights no longer againft 
them. Dacer. | = o | 
| | XL. | 

Vers: 630. Had fome brave Chief.) The turning off in 
this Place from the Actions of the Field, to reprefent to us 4 
Man with Security. and Calmnefs walking thro’ it, withous 
being ‘able to reprehend any thing in the whole Adon; this 
is not only a fine Praife of the Battel, but as it were a Breath- 
ing-place to the Poetical Spirit of the Author, after having 
rapidly run along with the Heat of the Engagement :. He 
feems like one who having got over a Part of his Journey, 
ftops upon an Eminence to look back upon the Space he. has 
bald, and concludes the Book with an agreeable Paufe or 
Refpite. _ _s | | | 
he Reader will excufe our taking notice of fuch a Trifle, 
as that it was an old Superftition, that this fourth Book of 
the Jiads being laid under the Head, was a Cure for the 
Quartan Ague. Serenus Sammouicus, a celebrated Phyfician 
in the time of the younger Gordian and Preceptor to that 
Emperor, has gravely prefcrib’d it among other Receipts in 
his medicinal Precepts, Prec. 50. | : 

Mesnia lhades quartum Juppone timenti. 

I believe it will be found a true Obfervation, that there ne- 
ver was any thing fo abfurd or ridiculous, but has at one 
time or other been written even by fome Author of Reputa- 
tion: A Reflection it may not be improper. for Writers to 
make, as being at once fome Mortification to their Vanity, 
and fome Comfort to their Infirmity. 


FINITIS 


